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Editor’s Space 


Round of applause for Allan Fifield, who produced this magazin: 
long after it was fun for him to do so. Allan is one of the best people 
Northern California chess with whom to work — he'll be leading the 
staff of tournament directors at the CalChess State Scholastic Cham} 
onship again this year. New organizers, new sections, new trophies, 
same incredible experience. Be there March 3 and 4. 

Allan and I agree that it'll be easier for an editor in the Bay Areat 
gather chess news. We both come from a publishing background — 
Allan makes high school yearbooks, and I’m a newspaperman; I gues 
the difference there is that high school yearbooks like little pictures, 
and newspapers like big ones. Allan is interested in national chess 
politics, and I’m not. 

I’m working for you — this is your magazine. Tell me what you 
want or don’t want — if there aren’t enough human interest stories 0 
opening theoreticals, write some. Send money. Extending your Cal- 
Chess membership is a no lose, everyone wins deal — you get the 
California Chess Journal (back to six times a year!) and discounted 
entry fees to participating chess tournaments; the membership pays 
for itself! 

The first thing they tell you in journalism school is “be objective, 
report only the facts — if you want to express an opinion do it on tht 
op-ed page.” Let’s see, so I thanked the previous editor, made the 
pledge drive pitch, so the rest of this space is mine to talk about wha 





California Chess Journal January/February 2! 


1S: 
ne 
SC 


on ey ao 1 


— 
A3 


ses ©. Oo ano n= 


CG). er 





CalChess Scholastic Quad <A ‘+ 


167 and 190 Players to Ne" 


.. By Dr. Alan Kirshner 


ne 
le 


would like to start with a 
special thank you to Allan 
Fifield, recently retired 
editor of the California 
Chess Journal. Allan 
dedicated numerous 


_ issues to scholastic chess and 
' never published an issue without 
- some scholastic coverage. 


I must admit that at times he 
could have checked his spelling a 
bit more carefully — one cover 
had Weibel spelled “Wieble,” and 
last winter’s cover (with my son’s 


| photograph for winning the high 


school division at the state scho- 


' lastic championship) spelled his 


name “Michah” instead of “Micah.” 
From my — Alan’s — perspective, 
his parents misspelled his name 
as “Allan,” so I can forgive the 
errors. 

Allan wanted to retire a year 
ago from the trying and time- 
consuming task of editing and 
producing the magazine, but the 
CalChess board could find no 
masochistic volunteer to replace 
him. Finally, a few months ago, 
Frisco Del Rosario stepped for- 
ward and Allan jumped at the 
chance to relax with his myriad of 
other interests. Frisco, I know, 
will provide as much coverage to 
scholastic chess. He tutors young 
players and always volunteers as a 
director at my tournaments. 

The December 9 Weibel Scho- 
lastic Chess Quads will continue 
its tradition of attracting about 
200 players. A minimum of one 
out of four players will take home 
a trophy, and in a few cases four 
out of four will win. However, in 
one quad at San Leandro on 
November 19, the players agreed 
before they began playing to split 
the games at 1% each so they 
could all obtain trophies. One 
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young man ’fessed up and his 
coach wanted him to return the 
trophy. Agreeing to draws before 
a tournament or before a game 
violates all chess rules, and regu- 
lations and, I might add, is quite 
unethical. After checking the 
quad, I learned that two of the 
other players were from my team. 
I need not tell you how much time 
I spent at our next team meeting 
explaining to those two and all 
members of the team that this 
had better never occur again. 





Association Nationals fast spring. 
And to the parents who come up 


Continued on Page 4 





Two Annotated Games from 
the Scholastic Quads 


On the cover: Ewelina 
Krubnik, 11, won or tied for first 
place in the top sections of the 
CalChess Scholastic Quads held in 
October and November. Ewelina is 
the 13th-highest-rated girl in the 
country under the age of 13, 
according to the December 2000 
USCF rating supplement. She and 
her younger sister Emilia study 
with international master John 
Donaldson. 


White: Wesley Chen (1477) 
Black: Ewelina Krubnik (1269) 
Danish Gambit 
Notes by Team Krubnik 
1.e4 e5 2.d4 ed4 3.c3 de3 4.Bc4 
cb2 5.Bb2 Bb4 

Returning some material with 
5...d5 6.Bd5 Bb4 7.Nc3 Bc3 8.Bc3 
Nf6 is considered to be a good 
answer to the Danish Gambit. 
6.Nc3 

6.Nd2!? is worthy of attention. 


6...Bc3 
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Better is 6...d5 7.Bd5 Bc3 
8.Bc3 Nf6, transposing into the 
line given above. 


7.Bc3 Nf6 





8.Nf3? 

8.e5 Qe7 9.Qe2 Ng8 10.Nf3 
was an interesting alternative. 
Black’s development is bad, but 
she has two pawns for her 
troubles. Chances would be 
appproximately equal after 8.e5. 


Continued on Page 25 
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Parents and other adults like 
the site, and the recreation center 
people are kind enough to turn 
the whole building into skittles 
areas (places to go over the games 
or play for fun) after their other 
Sunday events are over. I will 
note that one reason the San 
Leandro tournaments have been 
more reasonably priced then most 
others is that the Recreation 
Department has provided the site 
for free. The only cost is for the 
trophies, equipment, and the 
tournament directors and helpers. 

The San Leandro Recreation 
Department has offered the 
Marina Community Center to me 


two Calne Shoei: Quads 
held at the Marina Community 
Center in San Leandro on October 
22 and November 19. The Octo- 
ber Quads drew 167 players and 
that number jumped to 190 in 
November. 
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Ewelina Krubnik (left, playing Black) and Timothy Ma faced off in the last ah 
of the November CalChess Scholastic Quad. Igor Garbouz played White on 
board two. The adults are (left to right) directors Dr. Alan Kirshner, Dr. Michael 
Salaysay, Henry Vinerts, and Ewelina’s father Mariusz. 


Photograph by Shorman 


as a gratuity for my volunteer; 
to run the Alameda County Hig 
Schoo] and Junior High Schaal 
Championships at that site op 
February 25. So, if you attend; 
Alameda County middle schoj 
junior high school, or high sch; 
mark your calendar. You may 
play as an individual or as par 
a Junior varsity or varsity team 
The cost remains $2, and the 
recreation department supplie 
free snacks. Can you beat that 
deal? Another reason most 
parents love the site is because 
is convenient. The Marina CC j 
about halfway between the two 
largest chess programs in the} 
Area, the Berkeley Chess Scho 
the East Bay and the Success 
Chess School in the South Bay. 

While I would love to write 
about each quad played at the} 
tournaments, I know it would t 
up too much space and time. 
Therefore, I am only going to |i 
the trophy winners because the 
definitely deserve their namesi 
print and my kudos: 

October 22 

Quad #1: Ewelina Krubnik (1269) 
Quad #2: Igor Garbouz (1264), Jamie Br 
(1193), Nicolas Yap (1186) 
Quad #3: Erin Harrington (1139) Aaron 
Wilkowski (1179) 
Quad #4: Edward Chien (1133) 
Quad #5: Darwin Fu (1062), Jeffrey Shih 
(1061), Shaun Tse (1017) 
Quad #6: Tyler Wilken (980) 
Quad #7: Cassandra Lawson (952) 
Quad #8: Robert Connick (942), Roger Tj 
(933) 
Quad #9: Anyon Harrington (917) 
Quad #10: William Connick (906) 
Quad #11: Rahul Subramanian (912), Ca 
Ho (905), David Chock (899) 
Quad #12: Alvin Cheng (860), Tatsuro 
Yamamura (842) 
Quad #13: Brian Lau (821), Jason Chang 
(797) 
Quad #14: Lucien Kahn (777) 
Quad #15: Jamie Grossman (751), Hans¢ 
Tsai (786), Kevin Liu (777) 


Continued on Page 
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JESSIE JEANS OPEN CHESS TOURNAMENT 


(2 tournaments!) 
TD Jerome (Jerry) Weikel 
MAIN TOURNAMENT — JANUARY 12-14 
$4,000 Prize Fund! (b/80 players) - (if 100 players = $5,000!!) 
Jan.12th-14th, 2001 « Santa Rosa,CA 
5 Round Swiss in 3 Sections * USCF-rated, Time Controls 40/100 (20/40) (30/30) 
PRIZE FUND 
Open Section: 1st $500, $300, $200; (U2200) $350, $200, $100 
Reserve Section: 1st $300, $200, $100, $100, $80; (U1800) $280, $150, $80 
Booster Section: 1st $250, $150, $100, $100, $80; (U1400) $200, $100, $80 
ENTRY FEE: Open Section (2000-above) = $80" 
Reserve Section (1600-1999) $79* 
Booster Section (Under 1600) $78* 
*$10 more at site. (enter early and save!) 
Discount $5 for CalChess members (must present card at site) 


REGISTRATION: 5-7:30 p.m. Jan.12th at site (also 10-11 a.m. Jan. 13). Must be a USCF member 
— bring USCF card. Memberships available at site. Adults = $40, Senior (65+) = $30, Youth (under 
20) = $20, Scholastic (under15) $13 


ROUND TIMES: Fri (Jan 12th) - Round 1 - 7:30 PM 
Sat (Jan 13th) - Round2- 11AM, Rd.3- 6PM 
Sun (Jan 14th) - Round 4- 9AM, Rd.5- 2PM 
TOURNAMENT #2 — JANUARY 15 
Monday (Jan 15th) - Action (Game/50 minutes) Tournament - 4 round Swiss $30 entry fee. 
(Prize Fund = 65% of all entry money paid back to all classes of players that are represented 
proportionally) 
Registration: (Mon) 9-10AM,Rd.1-10AM,Rd.2-12PM,Rd.3-3PM,Rd.4-5PM 
LOCATION: JESSIE JEANS COFFEE SHOP 
1426 Mendocino Ave, Santa Rosa, Ca 95401, (707) 526-0929 
DIRECTIONS TO SITE: (Santa Rosa is approx. 60 miles north of San Francisco) 

Traveling north on Hwy 101 take College Exit, turn right, then turn left on Mendocino Ave. Go 
thru Pacific St. intersection and it is on the right side of block next to Burger King. Park in rear. 
Traveling south on Hwy 101 take Steel Lane Exit, turn left. Next take a right onto Mendocino 

Ave. Jessie Jeans is located next to Burger King. 


A great place to stay is at Los Robles Lodge (4-star hotel/motel !!), 1985 Cleviand Ave., Santa 
Rosa, Ca,95401. 1-800-255-6330. Special Chess rates!! 2 nights = $72!!! ask for Cheryl & mention 
the Chess Tournament. 


Make checks payable and mail (by Jan 7th) to: Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523. (775) 747- 
1405. Checks not received by Fri (Jan 12th) will require cash payment at site plus late fee. 


Sets will be provided. Bring clocks. 
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3-5 U2200 KN ‘atthew H S $33.34 
Reserve (1600-1999) Section 


1 Clifford Estrada $225 
2-3 Bharini Bhamidipati 
2-3 Adam Lischinsky 
1-2 U1800 Teri Lagier 
1-2 U1800 Yefim Bukh ..$ 


By Curtis Munson and 
Rosario “SEE 


Oe ee) 
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3-5 U1800 Akash Deb 325 
3-5 U1800 Drake Wang $25 
3-5 U1800 Lev Pisarsky 525 


Booster (Under 1600) Section 


1-3 Wesley Chen $100 
1-3 J.L. deJong $100 
1-3 Jeremy Fremlin $100 
1U1400 Ricky Yu $100 


2-3 U1400 Michael O’Brien $25 
2-3 U1400 Mark Gould $25 
By Riley Hughes 

Ninety-three players partici- 
pated in the LERA Thanksgiving 
Chess Championship held Nov. 25 
and 26 in Sunnyvale, and the full 
prize fund of $2500 was awarded 


even though that figure was based 


O entries. 
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sch Wins Championship Section ,¢ 
A Thanksgiving Tournament 


If you were in the Champio 
ship section, you had a great 
chance to take home a Payche¢ 
— 16 masters and experts ep- 
tered, and 10 of them won mo; 
National master Tom Dorsch yw 
the Championship section out. 
right with 3¥, of 4, earning $35 
for his efforts. 

The most interesting non- 
chess event was a mad scrambj 
for tables before the tourname 
Mysteriously, half the tables th; 
are usually stored at LERA wer 
missing! Thanks to my friend 
Doug Shaker for loaning me his 
van, thus saving the day (I have 
two-seater car whose trunk hol 
one electric guitar, one amp, a 
chess set, and not much else) a 
we were able to get 10 tables fr 
a local “we rent anything for 
money” store. 

After paying extra for the 
tables, and awarding the entire 
prize fund, I lost $34, but had; 
great time! The players were ju 
sensationally nice and apprecia 
tive for the work that goes into 
holding these tournaments, ant 
that really makes it worthwhile 
My thanks to all for attending. 

We are planning to hold the 
next LERA tournament in April. 
Mike Goodall and J are directing 
the Berkeley People's Tourname 
in February, and we hope to see 
you there. 


White: Paul Gallegos (2200) 
Black: Tom Dorsch (2227) 
Sicilian Wing Gambit 
Notes by NM Tom Dorsch 


1. e4 c5 2. b4 


The venerable Wing Gambit 
relic from the romantic style of 
the 19th Century that retains 
some bite, but not much populé 
ity. If things go according to pli 
White will essentially be playing 
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Benko Gambit with move in hand, 
except that he will have the at- 
tacking pawn wedge d4-e5 instead 
of the defensive wedge d6-c5. 
Under those circumstances, Black 
should not have a safe place on 
the board for his king. 

The flip side is that Black 
retains an extra pawn and a 


| majority on the queenside that 


should give him a winning 
endgame, if he can survive White's 
middlegame pressure. 


2...cb4 3. a3 d5 


This was considered Black’s 
best equalizing strategy for a 
century or more. The concept Is 
that if Black can free his “bad 
bishop” on c8, he has no trouble 
equalizing while retaining his 
pawn plus. Of course, like many 
concepts, there is many a slip 
between cup and lip. 


4.e5 


This is a more modern strat- 
egy than 4.ed, aiming for the 
“attacking wedge” described in 
the first note. 


4...Nc6 5. d4 Qa5! 


This queen move disrupts 
White’s intended developmental 
scheme, forcing him to put pieces, 
at least temporarily, on awkward 
squares, and delaying any White 
initiative. 

6. Bd2 

White does not want to play 
6.Bb2—he wants his bishop on 
either the a3-f8 or cl-h6 diago- 
nals—but it is the best move. 


6...Bf5 7. Nf3 e6 8. Be2 Bg4 


Black moves to make the 
exchanges that will reduce White’s 
attacking chances and hasten 
transition to an ending, in accor- 
dance with the general rule that 
“when ahead in pieces, trade 
pawns; when ahead in pawns, 
trade pieces.” 

There is also a general rule 
that bishops are better than 
knights, but that is modified by 
the exception that knights can be 
better than bishops in positions 
with closed pawn formations 





7 perc: USCF life r moter, ata the reigning Nebreska state oho dhamtion, 


Photograph by Shorman 





White in development and move 
into the middlegame with a safe 
position and an extra pawn. 

As the book says, “now there 
are only technical difficulties.” 
Black simply has to convert his 
material advantage in the 
endgame—a process that requires 
50 more moves. 


13. Ra3 Nge7 14. 0-0 0-0 15. 
Rfal b6 


Black is now ready to redeploy 
his sea to control the key 


where the knights can establish 
outposts in or near the center. 
The exception applies here. 

However, Black’s best move 
was 8...Qa4! 


9. ¢3 BF3 10. gf3? 


After the game, Paul said he 
should have played 10.Bf3, and I 
agree with him. The severe weak- 
ening of his kingside made the 
organization of counterplay 
difficult. 


10...ba3 11. Qb3 Qc7 12. Na3 


a7 
zy 


UY, 
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ca 


eee 





12...Ba3! 


Remember, here knights are 
better than bishops. The ex- 
change allows Black to catch up to 





a on Page 13 
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Hernandez Has a Good Win in the : 


12th Burlingame CC G 
oodwin Ope 
g h. 
Ist Place Rudy Hernandez 6 Gambit, because 2. Nc3 couldlead_ 1!1!- Qe3 
2nd Place Ed Bogas 55 to 2...d5 3. e4 Ne4, where the White probably pondered | W 
] Expert Frisco Del Rosario 5 exchange of knights reduces 0-0 Qg5 12. Bf7 Kd8 (12... Bim B 
L=aA Jacob Gurwitz 5 White’s play. hastens the white knight’s enp B. 
Osmundo Reyes 2...d5 pees ne es Nf4 ) 13. Beg . 
Carolyn Withaitt : otherwise Black would proba} 
1-38 Nick Tripolski> 35 Joa es White plays 3. e4 for play 13...e6 to free his king B 
Alex Setzepfandt ; bishop) 13...Nd7 14. Rael Nf6, N 
Bol Cromwell 3. e4 de4 4. Nc3 Bf5 and Black’s exposed king and 
L¢ Frantisek Uhrin 3.0 The Vienna Defense looks like horrible development give Wh) w 
Eron Sudhausen a natural way for Black to play, but fair compensation for the sac p 
Charles Clark Black’s queen bishop is an imme- ficed piece. Ci 
1D Comet 305 diate target. White can play as in 11...Nd7 12. 0-0 Nb6é ce 
2D Nicolas Ya 3 the game, or try the chaotic 5. ¢4 : h 
hE Lauren Goodkind 3 Bg6 6. g5. Black’s best course is to an ae eae ies an al 
Ze Gilbert Y 2 accept the gambit with 4...ef3. Bie veces aid ee 9 
me P 8 lose right away on 12...e6 13,} 
U 1200 Section 5. fe4 Ne4 6. Qf3 Nc3 fe6 14. Qe6. 12...Nf6 13. Bf6 gf 7 
be2 Brendan Lillis 6 White’s recapture will bolster 14. Rf£6 0-0-0 seems to make th s 
Dan Burdick his center pawn, which for nowis _ best of it for Black, but White} 
By Frisco Del Rosario unprotected. More usual, there- a readymade attack along the} | 


fore, is 6...Nd6 7. Bf4 (threatening file, and Black’s kingside diffic 


National master Rudy 8. Bd6 and 9. QfS) and 7...Qc8 to ties are still evident after 15. t] 


Hernandez won the 12th Goodwin 











Open — the 2000 Burlingame guard the b-pawn. a a 15...Kb8) 16. Be6 fe§ a 
; O 
Chess Club Championship — held 7- be3 Bc2 - a a iy i ia 
Oct. 12-Nov. 30 with a 6-1 score. /...Qc8 is indicated here, too. ; ; 
Hernandez earned $200 in prize The bishop will have to rush back Chess is more fun when on 
money. Expert Ed Bogas finished to g6 with a further loss of time. plays in this fashion. K. 
nee rie 7,- Scott Wilson 8. Bg5 14...Nd5 ‘ 
rected: 7 ayers In two sec- ; 
cases ae Going to the heart of the If : aria ares ie 
The Burlingame club, second matter is 8. Qb7 Nd7 9. Bb5 Rc8 Sspiendaidly Dy lo. e N 
oldest 0% Be =~ 10. Nf3 BES (11. NeS was menaced) KI8 17. Qe7 Kg8 18. Qe6 Kf81!_, 
in Néis S 11. 0-0, when Black is three moves 3e/ Ke8 20. Bf6 Kf8 21. Qe7 Ky ¢ 
chant . : away from castling and is faced 22. Qg/ mate. r 
Goad San i VOR8 toh immediately with a discovered 15. Qe6 Nf6 ps 
the ia fred C v ae eco Not 15...Nc7, for 16. Re7le t 
sery Ae clu © 8...c6 9. Bc4 Bg6 10. Ne2 Qa5 to mate. V 
direc ee : 16. BF6 gf6 17. RF6 Qd5 18.0 * 
playitie oa KX Tox 0-0-0 19. Nf4 Qg5 
witli (5 | ‘4p ZY % AY ae ag Black’s king is deserted, bul 
tay a amg Vi, 4 Y , White wins neatly on 19...Qd7! 

) : Y RE7 Rg8 21. Ne6 Re8 22. Rafld 
Wh Gur mw 7 |” & 23. Qh3. 
B} les Clark (1600) re ar 20. Qe6Kb8 21.Rf5Qh6; 
Blackin ar-Diemer Hit et, g 21...Qg7 saves the rook on! j 
1. S Y but White is in command after : 

"Se ee Yyya f VEX 22. Rel. One pretty finish is 

ee APO, 2. /p 22...Rd6 23. Qd6 ed6 24. Re8 K 


is a bet 
reaching the: Biackimi 
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1. £4 Nf6 2. Nf3 g6 3. g3 Bg7 4. 
- Bg20-0 5. 0-0 dé 6. ¢4 6 7. 


| boot the knight with b4 (be- 


95. Ne6 Kd7 26. Ng7 Bg7 27. Rh8 from the center rather than 
Bh8 28. Rf8, and so forth. toward it. For one, 13. ef4 keeps 
Kce8 the pawn cover in front of his 
22 os 23. Oh8 king, and takes the backward 
Or 22...Ka8 23. Qhd +-. pawn off the open file. It also 
23. Ne6é Resigns increases the bishop’s mobility. 


























White: Osmundo Reyes (1800) 
Black: David Barker (1850) 
Bird’s Opening 


Nc3 Qc7 8. Kh1 a5 9. d3 Na6é 


On the way to c5, after 
which it’s difficult for White to 


cause of ...a5) and ungainly to 
chase it by d4 because of the 
hole created on e4.Itis prob- -FF. wk 
ably sounder, though, to play -3#¥" - Bes. ee 
9...Nbd7, which also prepares -FE44 -&. : sae be 
_...Nc5, while bolstering ...e5 
and reserving the option of 
heading to the kingside. 


10. h3 Nh5 11. Kh2 


The first indication that 
the players are 





This isa ee 

position — is either player really 

certain that Black’s threats to 
the f-pawn have caused White 
to lose his grip on the center, 

or has White just been per- 
suaded to sacrifice a pawn 

or two before breaking 

ee into the black 








aware of each iggy king position. 
other. 1...Nef4 
11...e5 12. e3 22. Ne4 
A hand- 

8 arinetnaggg some cen- 
a ates tralizing, 
7 <a petra threatening 
bk" dl ele AD ir” See ea move behind that 

Hans Kmoch called this ee Otte eon te og ss i pawn front. 
pawn formation — c4, d3, e3, "ON cee eae a eat’. So aa ees Abe 


f4 — the “quart grip.” The wing 
pawns control two center squares 
and the center pawns also control 
two center squares. If one of the 
wing pawns is exchanged, there is 


However, having two center pawns 
gives White two different ways of 








a pawn ready to replace it. going forward in the middle. jy <jaZ 
12...ef4 13...Nc5 14. d4 ‘yy ce “as 
: G V4 

Hard to see why Black gave up Black’s abandonment of the o Uf YY 
his presence in the center. In- center at move 12 really shows Yi Zi Z , Te Th 
stead, he should fight for the a YY wy 
center and continue his develop- 14...Nd7 15. Qel 
ment by .f5 and ...Nc5, and then 15. e4 creates one of those 
if White plays d4, the knight can _ huge centers that looks great but 
jump into e4. is really rather fragile — Black 
13. gf4 could chip away from the sides 

There are afew reasons White With ...c5 and ...f5. 
might’ve chosen to capture away 15...Re8 16. Qh4 Bf6 Continued on Page 10 
January/February 2001 California Chess Journal Page 9 














moving the bishop saves it from 
hanging) 25. Racl Bf5 26. Nf6 Nf6 
27. ef6, and Black might avert a 
disaster on the black squares with 
aggressive play: 27...Re2 28. Rf2 
(28. Kh] Be4 or 28. Kg] and White 
can’t play Qh6 hastily else ...Qg3) 
Rf2 29. Kf2 Qb6 30. Kg2 Qb2, 
watching over f6. 


24...Nf6 25. Qh6 Re5 


With White’s Ng5 looming, 
Black feels compelled to give up 
rook for knight and two pawns in 
order to preserve his knight on f6. 


26. Ne5 Qe5 27. Kg2 BF5 


Black should feel great about 
the turn of events — he has a lead 
in development and a safer king. 
Black’s king shelter might have 
huge holes — while White has the 
right-colored bishop and Black 
does not — but at least he has a 
king shelter. 


28. Qf4 


Suddenly White wants to trade 
queens, considering his drafty 
king and the black queen’s pres- 
sure on b2, making it hard for 
White to develop. 


28...Qe6 


Coordinating against h3, but 
the endgame after 28...Re8 29. 
Qe5 ReS looks good for Black in 
the short term, because he has a 
threat to invade with ...Re2, while 


two, heel wants to Pade. while’ oa 





34...Re8 35. Rfe3 Re3 36. Re3 
b6é 

Black is concerned for the a5- 
pawn because White’s queen could 
capture it and then infiltrate on 
the back rank. 36...Qd8 guards 
the a-pawn and also the f-pawn, 
therefore releasing the knight to 
come back to the game through g7 
and e6. 
37. ¢5 b5 38. Qb3 Kh8 


28...Qf7 allows mate in one by 
39. Re8. 
39. Qdl 

Very good, threatening 40. 
Qd7 Bd7 41. Re7. 
39...Qc7 40. Kgl 

White could encroach further 
by 40. Qd6 followed by Re7. 
40...Ng7 41. Qd4 Kg8 


If Black played 41...Nh5, White 
would probably find 42. Qd6 
through inertia. 

42. Qf6 Qd7 43. Qd6 Qdé6 44. 
cd6 Bc8 45. Bg7 Kg7 46. d7 Bd7 
47. Re7 Kf6 48. Rd7 h5 49. Rd6 
Kf5 50. Rc6 Resigns 


White: Zachary Karnazes (1700) 
Black: Nick Tripolski (1600) 
Albin Countergambit 


1. d4d5 2. c4e5 
Highly recommended. 


3. de5 d4 4. a3 


Development by 4. Nf3 Neg 
g3 puts more pressure on Black 
For instance, if Black goes di- 
rectly to regain the gambit paw 
by 5...Bg4 6. Bg2 Bf3 7. BE3 Ne} 
the b7-pawn hangs. 


4...Nc6 5. Nf3 Bg4 6. Bf4 


6. Nbd2 preserves White’s 
pawn structure and develops th 
short-range piece before the lop 
Then 6...Qe7 7. g3 Ne5 threate; 
mate on the move. 


6...Bf3 


It's hard to choose a recapty 
here. 7. ef3 leaves Black with a 
passed pawn (move 7 is not too 
soon to make endgame conside 
ations) and 7. gf3 makes an 
uncertain life for the white king 


7. gf3 Qe7 





Now it’s easier to see why 
White played a3 — Black would’ 
rather developed his bishop wit! 
a check then played his queen ti 
e7. 7...Qe7 looks to 8...Ne5 and 
9...Nf3 mate, and these things 
really happen. 


8. Bh3 


With White’s positional mi- 
nuses in mind, it could make 
sense to make it as hard as pos: 
sible for Black to regain the paw 
by 8. Qa4. Then Black can circle 
around with 8...g6 (8...0-0-0 is 
natural but Black has to watchi 
a-pawn; some would just gambil 





Page 10 


California Chess Journal 


January/February 2! 


O0OmP 2 SO 


aa 0) ia 


— 
_ 


ae ie ee, 





d\ 
itl 
) te 
1d 


)S: 
aw! 
le 


bit 


0 


pawn by 8...f6) 9. Nd2 (9. Bg3 Bg7 
10. f4 £6 is a good sacrifice) Bg7 
10, 0-0-0 BeS 11. BeS Qed 12. Nb3 
0-0-0 with a fair game. 


8...Qh4 

Black complicates, possibly 
because he doesn’t like the looks 
of 8...Ne5 9. 0-0 (9. Qd4 loses the 
queen to 9...Nf3), where White has 
4 threat and a lead in develop- 
ment. 
9. Bg4 g6 10. Qd2 

Trying to trap the queen with 
11. Bg5. 
10...Bh6 

Black isn’t really going to win 
a piece with 11...Bf4 12. Qf4 h5 
due to 13. Bd7. 
11. b4 | 

White should castle here and 
let Black sweat over his develop- 
ment. 11. 0-0 and Black can’t 
move his king knight without 
dropping his bishop while 11...Bf4 
12. Of4 puts 13. Bd7 in the air. 11. 
0-0 NeS could win spectacularly: 
12. Bh6é (better 12. Qd4) Nh6 13. 
Qd4 Nhg4 14. fg4 Ng4 15. Qh8 
Ke/. 


11...Rd8 12. Bh6 


Again 13. 0-0 puts the devel- 
opment ball back in Black’s court. 
12...Nh6 13. Qf4 Ng4 14. fg4 
Qe7 

Black’s opening pawn sacrifice 
is more than fully justified by 
14...0-0 with 15...f5 to follow. 

15. Nd2 Qe5 16. Qe5 Ne5 

Black has emerged with some 
pluses. He has a lead in develop- 
ment, the only presence in the 
center, and a threat to take on g4. 
17.95 

The pawn is all alone out 
there, and 17. Rg] better contrib- 
utes to White’s development. Then 
17...0-0 and 18...Rfe8 finds Black 
much better coordinated. 


17...0-0 18. Rdl Rfe8 19. Ne4 
Kg7 20. Nf6 


White was obviously counting 
on 17. g5 to lead to this position, 
but two pawns are hanging. 
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40...Ne6 41. Ke3 b6 


An unnecessary delay. Black 
gets back in time to prevent 
anything bad from happening on 
the queenside after 41...Kf7 42. 
bS Kg7 43. Ng5 Ngs 44. fg5 Kf7 
45. a4 Ke6 46. Kd4 f4 47. Ke4 f3 


20...Re6 21. c5 Nf3 22. Kf1 Ng5 
23. Ng4 


Mj 


<i, Uy, 
AT 


4 VA 
Z 

Y Y 
QA —Y 


i 


g1 <2 


oe : wat 


vs “6 » 48. Kf3 KdS. 
Y,, y . i, Py 42. cb6 cb6 43. Ng5 Ng5 44. fg5 
4 Ay Vp ae Ke6 45. Kd4 Kdé 


45...f4 46. Ke4 f3 47. Kf3 Kf5 
is direct play. 


46. b5 Ke6 47. Ke3 Kd5 48. Kf4 
Kc5 49. Ke5 Kb5 50. Kf6 Ka4 


me 
fo aa 
ia ee 
a 


Black wins even without the 
queenside pawns: 50...f4 51. Kg6 
f3 52. Kh7 f2 53. g6 f1(Q) 54. g7 
Of7 55. Kh8 Qh5 56. Kg8 Kc6 57. 
Kf8 Of5 58. Ke7 Qg6 59. Kf8 Qf6 
60. Kg8 Kd6 61. Kh7 Qf7 62. Kh8 
QOh5 63. Kg8 Ke6 64. Kf8 (64. a4 
Kf6 65. a5 Of7 66. Kh8 Qg7 mate) 
Of7 mate, : 


* 

a Zo co a 

io. “928 & 
an Come 


23...Ree8 


Relieves the pin on the d- 
pawn, so the white knight can’t 
run to e3. Usually, Black considers 
the Albin Countergambit a suc- 
cess if his d4-pawn cramps White 
for a little while. In this game, the 
pawn hinders White’s movement 
into the endgame. 


24. h4 Ne4 25. h5 f5 26. h6 Kf7 
27. Nh2 Ng5 

Very good, containing the 
white knight. If 28. Nf3, 28...Nf3 
29. ef3 gives Black a strong 
passer. 


28. Rg1 Kf6 29. Rg3 Re4 30. 
Rgd3 Rh4 31. Kg2 Re8 

If it worked, Black would much 
rather play 31...Rh6 32. Rd4 Rd4 
33. Rd4 Rh2 34. Kh2 Nf3. 


32. Rd4 Rd4 33. Rd4 Re2 34. os 
Rd7 Re7 35. Re7 | F : pes : 
For what it’s worth, this is e es 

White’s best shot, drawing the : 

black king away from the h-pawn. ~ 7 ”"# oe 

All the other moves run into : 
...Nf7, and White will be two 
pawns down for nothing. 


35...Ke7 36. f4 Nf7 37. Nf3 Nh6é 
38. Ng5 Nf7 

Black’s knight will corner 
White’s knight again. 
39. Nh7 Nd8 40. Kf3 

The only move to give the 
knight life is 40. Ng5, but Black is 
winning after 40...Ne6 41. Nh3 
Kf6. 

















“se 
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were ete a e's 
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8...Nef6 


Black can transpose to 
Marshall-Capablanca, fifth match 
game, 1909, by 8...0-0 9. Nc3 Nc3 
FO) bes £511) O0c2 h6 12. Rfel dc4 
13. Bc4 b6 14. Qe4 Rb8 15. Bd3 
Nf6 16. Qf4 Bb7 17. e4 Rfd8 18. 
Radl Rbc8 19. Re3 cd4 20. cd4 
Re3.21. Bb s5 22. Ng5 Resi 23: 
Qe3 Ng4 24. Qg3 Qg5 25. h4 Qg7 
26. Qc7 Rd4 27. Qb8 Kh7 28. e5 
Be4 29. Rd4 Bb] 30. Qa7 NeS 31. 
Rf4 Be4 32. g3 Nf3 33. Kg2 f5 34. 
Qb6 Nh4 35. Kh2 Nf3 36. Rf3 Bf3 
37. Qe6 Be4 38. £3 Bd3 39. Qd5 
Qb2 40. Kg] Bb] (“The ending is 
worth studying.”—Capablanca) 41. 
a4 Qal 42. Qb7 Kg6 43. Qb6 Kh5 
44. Kh2 Ba2 45. Qb5 Kg6 46. a5 
Qd4 47. Qc6 QOf6 48. Qe8 QF7 49. 
Qa4 Qe6 50. a6 Qe2 51. Kh3 Bdd5 
52. a7 Bf3 53. Resigns 


9. Nc3 dc4 10. Bc4 0-0 11. Qe2 
b6 12. e4 


White can afford to take his 
time here with Racl and Rfd1. 
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“Bb? 13. e5 


is a weakness rather than a 
ath. White is putting all his 
n the kingside basket. 


d5 14. Rfel Nc3 


Enabling White to repair his 
nly positional flaw, the backward 
pawn on d4. 14...c5 will make 


* room for Black’s rooks and start 


to undermine White’s center. 


16. -Radt 


Maybe White ought not rush to 
put his rook on a closed file. His 
coming knight maneuver is just as 
reasonable now, and the c-file will 
be better for a rook. 


16...cd4 17. cd4 Rfd8 18. Nd2 
Nfs 19. Nf1 


This is puzzling — e4 seems 
to be a perfect place for a knight. 
19...Ng6 20. g3 

It is unnecessarily risky to 
weaken the king position, espe- 
cially while the black bishop cuts 
right into the king field and the 
black queen is still on the board. 
20. Qg4 is a bit more sensible. 
20...Qg5 

With the idea of ...Nf4-h3 
mate. Surely 20...Rac8 plus ...Qc7 
and ...Qc6 crossed Black’s mind. 


21. Qe3 Qg4 22. Be2 





et eee 
sat a 


Ay 
GS 


whe ‘ 
HAS 


a 
a 
zt a 


Z 
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22...Qe4 


On 22...Qh3 23. Bf3, Black 
might be tempted to play 
23...Rd5, because 23...Bf3 24,9 
Nh4 25. Qe4 falls short. After 
22...Qe4, who’s going to trade 
queens? Black would rather no 
swap because the white king jg 
exposed and it’s easier to attac| 
with a queen. On the other han 
White will also be reluctant to 
trade because his d4-pawn be- 
comes more vulnerable with ea 
simplification of the position, 
White’s king is a greater-consi¢; 
ation than the d-pawn, so Whit 
should swap. 


23. f3 Qd5 24. Rd2 Rac8 


Black is near an almost ideg 
piece configuration for a positiy 
like this, if the queen can nudge 
back to c7 and the knight hops| 
d5. On White’s side, he wants t 
put the rooks on open files, the 
bishop on d3, and — most impy 
tant — the knight on e4. Tal us 
to aim for this pawn structure} 
1. e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3. e5 Bf5 4. c4 
then one knight would go to c3 
and the other to e2 and g3, the 
both to e4. 


25. Qa3 Ne5 


No one but Black knows wha 
he was thinking here, but these 
kinds of mistakes happen. Blad 
could try 25...Qc6 to make roon 
for the knight on d5 and to dou 
heavy pieces on the c-file, theni 
26. Qa7, 26...Ra8 traps the queda 
26. de5 Qd2 27. Nd2 Rd2 28. 
Qa7 

White can force the trade of; 
piece by 28. Ba6, then if 28...Rc 
White can escape the perpetual 
check by 29. Rcl — to trade 
another rook — Rg2 30. Kf1 Rei 
31. Kel, and the bishop covers ¢ 
28...Bd5 29. a4 g6 30. Qb6 Re 
31. Qd8 Kg7 32. Qf6 Kg8 33. 
Rb1 

Very good, ensuring a trade! 
rooks. 
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33...Rb2 34. Rb2 Rb2 35. Kf 1 
Rb1 36. Kf2 Rb2 37. Ke3 Rb3 38. 
Kf4 h6é 

Suddenly Black realizes that 
he has chased the white king 
toward h6, where it helps check- 
mate. 
39. g4 

The straightest path to victory 
is 39. aS — passed pawns must be 
pushed — and then if Black starts 
checking again, the king takes the 
other black diagonal into the 
game: 39...Rb4 40. Ke3 Rb3 41. 
Kd4. 
39...Rb4 40. Kg3 Rad 41. Bd3 
Ra3 42. Bg6 

Well calculated. Pure pawn 
endings are the simplest to win. 
A2...Rf3 43. QF3 BF3 44. BF7 Kf7 
45. Kf3 Kg6 46. Kf4 Kg7 47. h4 
Kg6 48. h5 

Capablanca, the greatest 
endgame player in history, taught 
us to advance the unopposed 
pawn first (in this position, White 


Wing Gambit Suffers Crash Landing 


Continued from Page 7 


endgame, where Black’s extra 
pawn would become powerful. 


25. Rb1 Rb7 26. Rad Rc7 27. Ba3 
Kf7 28. Rb5 


: = 
‘emt e 
eI tm, 


rash a 


an 


a 


“s © es 


ce 





28...Ra6! 


Finally, Black has his pieces 
rearranged to make it possible to 
drive back the White blockers and 
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is fortunate that his e5-pawn 
prevents the Black king from 
stepping to f6 to contest contr ] 


“eleretelelelece elect 
re ee aes 


Kh4 Kg7 52. KhS Kh7 53. g6 el. 
54. Kg5 wins also — 50...Kg6 51. 
Kg4 Kg7 52. Kh5 Kh7 53. g6 Kg7 
54. Kg5, and so on. 
48...Kf7 49. Ke4 
It’s more efficient to push the 
pawn majority by 49. g5 hg5 50. 
Kg5 Kg7 51. h6 Kh7 52. Kf6. 
49...Ke7 50. Kd4 Resigns 


A likely finish is Kf7 51. Kce5 
Ke7 52. Kc6 Kf8 53. Kd7 Kf7 54. 


Kd6. ae 





White: Matt Wohl (400) 
Black: Grigoriy Trofimov (700) 
Nimzovich Defense 


1. d4 Nc6 2. c3 


2. e4 controls the center and 
helps White get his pieces out. 


start advancing the pawns. At the 
same time, the path is now 

cleared to bring the knight to its 
ideal square, d5, from which it can 
exercise a dominant role. 


29. Rb1 Na7Z 30. Bdé Rc6 31. 
Ra2 Ke8 32. Ba3 Kd7 33. Kf1 
Rc8 34. Ke2 Kc6 35. h4 Nb5 36. 
Bb2 Nc7 37. Rgl g6 38. h5 
Because of the weakness of 
White’s kingside pawns, this 
demonstration really threatens 
nothing significant. Even if White 
were to win both of the black 
pawns on the g- and h-files, it 
would not affect the outcome, 
which will be decided on the 
queenside. 
38...Nd5 39. Kf3 gh5 40. Rg7 
Rc7 41. Rg5 b5 42. Rh5 Kb6 43. 
Rh6 Re7 44. Ral b4 45. Rg1 Kb5 
46. Rhh1 a4 47. cb4 a3 48. Bal 
a2 49. Ke2 Kb4 50. Kd2 Ra3 51. 












relearn ae 


4...Bh6 5. Nd2 


The queen knight has to play, 
and its natural place on c3 is 
occupied. 


5...Be3 6. fe3 Qh4 mate 





Kc2 Rb3 52. Rg8 Rb7 53. Ra8 
Ra3 54. Re8 Nf4 55. Rh7 


This is a nice shot, typical of 
Paul’s sharp style. I’ll admit I 
didn’t consider it. But the action 
is on the queenside, and winning 
the h-pawn can’t change things. 

Later, David Blohm pointed 
out that Black could probably still 
accept the sacrifice and win: for 
example, 55. Rh7 Rh7 56. Rb8 Ka4 
57. Ra8 Kb5S 58. Ra3 Rh2. But! 
was focused on a consistent plan 
of pushing through on the 
queenside. 
55...Rb6 56. Rh2 c3 57. Rc8 Nd5 
58. Rh7 Raaé 59. Rd7 Rc6 60. 
Rb8 Kc4 61. Rdb7 Kd4 62. f4 
Ne3 63. Kc] Kd3 64. Rd8 Nd5 
65. Rb3 Rab6é 66. Rb8 Rb8 67. 
Rb8 Rb6é 68. Resigns 

According to Fritz, the final 
position is mate in 12! 
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Black: Ryan Porter (2248) 
Bird’s Opening 

Notes by NM Ryan Porter 

1.f4 g6 2. Nf3 Bg7 3. e3 dé 4. 
Be2 e5 5. fe5 de5 6.e4 


White had to prevent Black 
from playing e4, but 6. Nc3 was 
more flexible, as it allows the 
possibility of d4 in the near 
future. White chose a rather 
passive opening setup, and Black 
has already equalized. 
6...Nf6 

This is not where Black wants 
the knight because the f6 square 
is weak, but it is important to put 
immediate pressure on e4 so that 


white cannot build a center with 
c3 and d4. 


7.Nc3 0-0 8.0-0 

8. Ne5? Ne4 9. Nxf7 Qh4 10. g3 
Nxg3-+. 
8...Nc6 


9. d3!? White locks in his light- 
squared bishop. 9. Bc4 was 
better, but Black then has 9...Na5, 
when 10. Ne5? is met by 10...Qd4. 


9...Ne8 
To prevent a pin after 10. Bg5S. 
10.Bg5?! f6 


Black wanted to play this 
move anyway so that ...Be6 cannot 
be met by Ng5. 


11.Be3 Nd4! 


=$ by preventing d4, which 
‘d have followed the natural 


tee ee ee Feiss 


ree 


HSion immediately with 
d1¢5 15.Ne2 Nd6 

This move has the disadvan- 
tage that it blocks the d-file for 
Black’s pieces. However, it is 
better than ...Nc7 because it 
supports a c4 advance and attacks 


the e4 square that becomes weak 
afterwards. 


16.c3 Ne2 17.Qe2 


White has finally staked a 
claim to d4, but he is still left with 
an inferior light-squared bishop, 
and his pieces are slightly mis- 
placed. We have reached a critical 
point in the game. If Black does 
play actively, white will play d4 
and gain the initiative. 


4:Bd 


SN 


Ss 
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17...b6? 


Black hesitates for fear of the 
following unclear line: 17...c4 18. 
d4 (18. Bc2?! cd3 19. Bd3 Oc6 
gives Black an advantage because 


of the weak e4-pawn and 
queenside pressure.) 18...Ne4 
19.de5 fe5 where a possible 
continuation is: 20. Ba7 Ra7 2) 
Qe4 Ra2 22. NeS Rf] 23. Rf]. 
However, 17...b6? allows Whit. 
play 17. Bc2, after which 17... 
18. d4 gives White an advantag 


18. a3? c4 19. Bc2? 


The light squares on the 
queenside are now very weak a 
easily accessable to blacks pier 
White’s pieces are much bette; 
setup for a battle in the center 
than for the ensuing queenside 
battle. Thus, White had to try] 
d4 Ne4 20. de5 fe5 followed by 
either Bcl or Bb6. 


19...cd3 20. Bd3 Qc6 21. Bc] 
Rac8?! 


An inaccuracy. Black shoul 
first play a5-a4 to secure b3 an 
c4 for his pieces. 


22. Qc2 Rfd8 23. Rdl a5 24. 
Rfel?! 


Because Black delayed a5, 
White can now resist with 24, ai 
after which trying to win a paw 
is risky for Black: 24...Bd7!? 25, 
Qb3 Kh8 26. Bc2 Ne4 27. Be4 Qe 
28. Qb6 Qa4 29.Rd5. 


24...a4 25. Qe2 Bb3 26. Bc2 Bb 
27. Bd3 Bb3 28. Bc2 Bc4 


Repeating moves to save tim 
on the clock. 


29. Bd3 b5 30. Bc4 Nc4 


30...Qxc4?! 31. Rd5! and alli 
a sudden Black has to worry abo 
b5 and a potential pin along the: 
file. 


31. Rd8& Rd8 32. Rdl Rd6 


32...Rd1 33. Qd1 Qe4 is tem 
ing because of lines like 34. Qdé 
Bf8 35. Qf6 Qb1 36. Qe6 Kg7 37. 
Qd7 Kh8 38. Qd1 Nb2 However, 
instead of 34. Qd8, White plays 
34. Qd7! and obtains good 
counterplay because of the threé 
of Qe6 or Qb5. Black dominates 


Continued on Page: 
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More than 1,000 students are 
expected to play in the 2001 
CalChess State Scholastic Champi- 
onships to be held March 3 and 4, 
2001, at the Santa Clara Conven- 
tion Center. 

To accomodate this increase, 
organizers Riley Hughes and Doug 
Shaker have added three sections 
to make 12. The sections are now: 
Kindergarten, K-3 Unrated, K-3 
Under 600, K-3 Open, K-6 Unrated, 
K-6 Under 650, K-6 Under 850, K-6 
Open, K-8 Under 850, K-8 Open, K- 
12 Under 1000, K-12 Open. 


Solving Problems at and Away 


By Ed Hirsch 


You can consider a game of 
chess as a continuous problem to 
solve. 

Here are some approaches to 
problem solving that can help you 
in chess and in turn, that you can 
transfer from chess to life situa- 
tions. 

1. Let the problem challenge 
you, evoke a sense of curiosity, 
and bring into play your inventive- 
ness, resourcefulness, and creativ- 
ity. Allow the experience of the 
tension, as the gap between the 
question and the answer, the 
puzzle and its solution. 

2. What’s the actual problem? 
Get clear on this by stating it in 
your own words (to yourself). 
What is the actual situation on the 
board? What is really given, and 
what are you assuming? Every- 
thing is out there on the chess- 
board and nothing is hidden, but 
it is up to you to see and under- 
stand. 

3. Ask questions. Instead of 
just staring at the board and 
hoping for a burst of inspiration, 
or spacing out or going brain 
dead, worrying or getting pan- 
icked, indulging in negative self- 
talk (such as, “I’m no good at 
this,” “I’m a loser,” etc.), simply 
taking blind action, and so on, ask 
questions. Size up the situation. 
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played on March 3. The section 
K-6, K-8, and K-12 sections will 
play a six-round Swiss at a game* 
in-60 time control, with three: 
games on Saturday and three on: 
Sunday. Trophies will be given t 
top 20 players in each section. = 

There will also be trophies fo 
the best in each specific grade =~ 
(after top 20) for each section. 


. 
. 

. 
. 





Check the basics: King safety, 
possible checks and captures, 
material imbalance, pawn struc- 
ture, mobility. How do these 
aspects in your position compare 
to the same in your opponent’s 
position? What are you going to 
do about it? 

4. Look for a pattern. Have 
you seen something like this 
before? Does this remind you of 
any similar problems or situa- 
tions? Then determine if the 
same or similar solution applies 
to this particular situation. 
Tactics, some say, is mostly a 
matter of pattern recognition. 

5. Downsize. Consider a 
simpler problem or situation that 
might help you gain insight into 
this problem (for example, con- 
sider a scaled-down version with 
fewer pieces on the board). 

6. Work backward. This is 
especially obvious in “Removing 
the Guard” situations: you know 
what you want to accomplish, and 
then the problem and question 
focuses on how to remove the 
piece preventing it. More gener- 
ally, checkmate is your goal, and 
you work backward from that. 
What steps do you need to take to 
make that possible? 
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7. Go back to basics. Consider 
basic rules, moves, principles. 
Don’t follow them blindly or 
slavishly, but consider how well 
they apply in this case. 

8. Process of elimination. For 
example, in considering check- 
mate, eliminate those chess units 
that cannot deliver. Then focus on 
those that can. Or, focusing on the 
enemy king, eliminate the squares 
he can’t move to, and consider 
how to eliminate the squares he 
can move to. Again, consider all 
your options, and eliminate all but 
one. 

9. Manipulations. Of course, a 
3-D chessboard comes with the 
manipulations to use, but in a real 
game, you can’t afford to move the 
pieces around while you,re plan- 
ning your next move. So you have 
to do it mentally. However, just 
having the pieces out there on the 
board can help you do this. 

10. Check your own State. 
Take a quick psychological inven- 
tory, clearing your mind, coming 
back to center. Refresh yourself by 
getting out of the self-images and 
relational games that entangle you, 
and return to the pure challenge of 
the puzzle at hand. Make sure you 
are in an optimal state for solving 
the problem. 
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LERA 
Knightmare 


Continued from Page 6 
1. Ne2 Kd2 2. Nd4 c1(Q) 3. Nb3 


Rook pawns present the 
greatest difficulty for enemy 
knights because the horse has 
room to roam on just one side of 
the pawn: 





The knight can’t maneuver to 
a square in the pawn’s way, so 
Black moves his king instead. 


1...Ke7 
Hoping for 2. ab7 Kb7. 
2. a7 and White wins 


In the third round of the LERA 
Thanksgiving Chess Champion- 
ship, reserve section players 
Curtis Munson and Eric Fingal 
created a knight endgame where 
fundamental endgame principles 
like “the king must be active in 
the ending” and “passed pawns 
must be pushed” proved most 
useful. With time pressure coming 
on, Munson sacrificed his knight 
hoping to make a favorable rook- 
pawn-against-knight finale, but 
found that he had miscalculated. 


White: Curtis Munson (1786) 
Black: Eric Fingal (1815) 
French Defense 


1. e4 e6 2. d4d5 3. Nd2 <5 4. 
Continued on Page 27 
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(ORDERED THE 
‘MUSIC CD 


ber Blues” 


|and the Squares by 
15) 752-9341? 


1$20, you can get “Deeper Blues” 
ii(D “At the Chess Club” by calling 
1e Chess Club” is scheduled for a 


and, 12 great new chess tunes. Call 
( 


ti01 — After that, other offers will be considered. 








message if no one answers 
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USCF Newcomer Bakhandi Wins «: 


Livermore Chess Championship :: 


By Riley Hughes 


he Livermore Chess 

Championship, held 

November 4 and 5 at the 

Dania Hall in downtown 
Livermore, was attended by 53 
players and paid a prize fund of 
$1060. 

First place was won outright 
by USCF newcomer Kaushik 
Bakhandi, who took home $175 
for a score of 3%, out of 4. Asa 
tournament director, it is always 
tough knowing where to place 
unrated foreign players, but 
Kaushik justified my decision to 
place him in the Open by winning 
first place. Thanks, Kaushik! 

Tied for 2nd-3rd were Robert 
Sferra and Agnis Kaugars, who 
scored 3-1 and earned $85 each. 
Frisco Del Rosario also achieved 3 
points, and won the more lucra- 
tive U2100 prize of $110.Round- 
ing out the Championship section 
were Dale Hammer and Dante 
Argishti, who split the 2nd U2100 
prize. 

The Reserve section (U1900) 
saw a three-way tie for lst at 312 
points between Adam Lischinsky, 
Flyn Penoyer, and erie Lev 
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Josh Bowman, who were of great 
assistance with setup, registra- 
tion, and putting away all the 
chairs and tables. Thanks to Agnis 
Kaugars also. He and a few other 
tournament players always pitch 
in with cleanup, and after two 
very long days for this director, 
this is greatly appreciated! 

The next Livermore tourna- 
ment is scheduled for May 5 and 
6, 2001. First round is at 10 a.m. 
See you there! 


White: Agnis Kaugars (2115) 
Black: Dale Hammer (2025) 
Sicilian Grand Prix 


1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 g6 4.Nf3 
Bg7 5.Bb5 e6 6.Bc6 dc6 7.e5 
Nh6 8.Ne4 Qd5 9.Nd6 Ke7 
10.Qe2 b5 11.b3 c4 12.bc4 bc4 
13.Qc4 Nf5 14.Ba3 Nd6 15.Bd6 
Kd7 16.Qa4 a5 17.0-0 Ba6é 
18.d3 Bf8 19.c4 Qd3 20.Rfdl 
Qe3 21.Kh1 Bd6é 22.Rd6 Ke7 
23.Qc6 Rhc8 24.Qd7 Kf8 25.Ra6 
Rab8 26.Qd2 Qe4 27.Rcl Rb1 
28.c5 Qb4 29.Rb1 Qb1 30.Ngl 
Ke8 31.Qa5 Qcl 32.Ra8 Resigns 





















Bd3 Resigns 





4.E 

7 .C 
White: Gary Tom 10 
Black: Flyn Penoyer (1800) 12 


Latvian Gambit 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 f5 3.Ne5 Qf6/ i 
d6 5.Nf3 fe4 6.Qe2 BFf5 7.Ni, 20 
d5 8.Nb3 c6 9.Be3 Bdé 10.N) Rd 
a5 11.a4 Na6 12.c3 Nec7 13; e 
ef3 14.Nf3 Ne6 15.Bg5 Qqé 

16.Qe3 Nf6 17.Nh4 Qg5 18) 20 
Qf5 19.Bd3 Ne4 20.Rf1 Qg} 


21.Qe2 Nf4 22 Resigns . 


Ble 
White: Mike Jones Fre 


Black: Wesley Chen (1477) 
Queen Pawn Countergambit 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 d5 3.ed5 Bdé ¢ | 
4.Nc3 Nf6 5.Bc4 0-0 6.0-0¢ ny, 
7.Nd4 Bh2 8.Kh2 Ng4 9.Kg] 713 





Qh4 10.f3 Qh2 mate Bd 

a 18 
White: Wesley Chen (1477)  Q@ 
Black: Anand Kesavaraju 23 
Sicilian Wing Gambit fe 


1.e4 c5 2.b4 dé 3.Nf3 Nf6 4) RE 
Nc6 5.d3 Qb6 6.Bc6 Qc6 7.0. 3! 
g6 8.Bb2 Bg7 9.Qcl1 0-0 
10.Nbd2 cb4 11.Rel e5 12.4 9° 
ed4 13.Nd4 Qc7 14.N2b3 af °° 
15.Qd2 Qb6 16.Rab1Bd7 7 
17.Kh1 Rfe8 18.f3 Kh8 19.80 °° 
a5 20.Ncl Qc7 21.Nce2 b5 
22.Red1 Red8 23.Qg5 Qc5 
24.Nf5 gf5 25.Bf6 Rg8 26.Rb W 
Be6 27.Ng3 fe4 28.Ne4 Qg5 Bl 
29.Bg5 h6 30.Bf4 Ba2 31.Rd 12 
Rgd8 32.Bh6 Rd6 33.Bg7 Kg) 1. 
34.Nd6 Rb8 35.Ral Rd8 36.1 gf 
Rd6 37.Kg1 a4 38.Kf2 Kf6 0 
39.Ke3 Ke5 40.Rb2 a3 41.f4 N 
Ke6 42.Ra2 Kd5 43.Kd2 Kel 1: 
44.Kc1 Rc6 45.h4 Rg6 46.Kd! N 
Rg2 47.Kcl1 Rh2 and Black wi 1! 
on move 50 Ri 
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White: Robert Sferra (2230) 
Black: Kaushik Bakhandi (UNR) 
Larsen’s Opening 
1.b3 e5 2.Bb2 Nc6 3.e3 d5 
4.Bb5 Bd6é 5.c4 Nf6 6.Nf3 Qe7 
~ 7.65 Bc5 8.Ne5 Bd7 9.Nd7 Nd7 
10.Qg4 0-0-0 11.Bc6 bc6 
12.Nc3 h5 13.Qe2 Kb7 14.Na4 
Bb6 15.0-O0 Rh6 16.Nb6 cb6 
6117.04 h4 18.f4 h3 19.Rf3 hg2 
Ni 20.Rg3 6 21.Ba3 Qf7 22.Rcl 
‘Ni Rdh8 23.Rg2 Rh3 24.Rf1 £5 
3/25. Bb2 Nf6 26.Bf6 Qf6 27.RF3 
6 g6 28.Rh3 Rh3 29.Rg5 d4 


8] 30.Rg3 Drawn 
35 





White: Kaushik Bakhandi (UNR) 

— Black: Kenneth Hills (2210) 
French Defense 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e5 
Nfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Nf3 a6 7.a4 Nc6 

6 §.Be3 Qb6 9.Qd2 cd4 10.Bd4 

ed Nd4 11.Nd4 Bc5 12.a5 Qa7 

g| 13.Nce2 Nb8 14.b4 Be7 15.c3 
Bd7 16.93 Nc6 17.Nc6 bc6 

~ 18.Bg2 0-0 19.Nd4 c5 20.bc5 
Qc5 21.0-0 Rab8 22.Kh1 Rb7 
23.Rfel Rfb8 24.c4 Rb4 25.Ne6 
fe6 26.cd5 Qa7 27.d6 Bd8 28.f5 

4) Rb2 29.Qc3 ef5 30.Qc4 Kh8 


9. 31.e6 Qf2 32.Rg1 Rc8 33.e7 Be7 


34.Qc8 Bc8 35.de7 Re2 36.Rad1 
) di 95 37.Rd8 Kg7 38.e8Q Re8 
; 39.Re8 f4 40.Rc8 £3 41.Bh3 Qd2 
42.Rf1 Qa5 43.Rf3 Qd5 44.Rcf8 
By a> 45.Bg2 Qd2 46.h4 a4 
47.R3f7 Kh6 48.Rh8 Resigns 


) 

Rbk) White: Robert Sferra (2230) 
g5 Black: Walter Wood (2030) 
dj Larsen’s Opening 


(g] 1.b3 e5 2.Bb2 d6 3.e3 Nf6 4.c4 


6h g6 5.Nf3 Bg7 6.d4 ed4 7.Nd4 0- 
0 8.Be2 Re8 9.0-—O0 Nbd7 10.Nc3 


f4 Nc5 11.Qc2 c6 12.Rad1 Qc7 

c4 13.b4 Nce4 14.Ne4 Ne4 15.f3 

(d| Ng5 16.e4 Ne6 17.Ne6 Be6é 

wi 18.Bg7 Kg7 19.Qc3 f6 20.Rd2 
Red8 21.Rfd1 Rd7 22.f4 Rad8 
23.93 d5 24.cd5 Qb6 25.Qd4 
Qd4 26.Rd4 cd5 27.Bb5 Rd6é 


28.a3 Kf7 29.Kf2 Ke7 30.e5 Rb6 
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apiece Biron 


% Serie Cros x Rose 
LERA and Livermore fournament director Riley Hughes’ next job is the CalChess State 
Scholastic Chess Championship in Santa Clara March 3 and 4. 


Photograph by Shorman 


31.ef6 Kf6 32.Bf1 Rc8 33.Bg2 Qb6 44.Qc3 Qa7 45.Rd3 Bf5 
Raé 34.Bd5 Bd5 35.Rd5 Rc2 46.Rd2 Bd7 47.Bd5 Qb6 48.Qc4 
36.R1d2 Rd2 37.Rd2 Ra3 Be8 49.a4 Resigns 

38.Rd7 Ra2 39.Kf3 Rb2 40.Rb7 
a5 41.Rb6 Kg7 42.ba5 Rh2 
43.Rb7 Kh6 44.a6 Ra2 45.a7 
Ra3 46.Ke4 Ra4 47.Kd5 Kh5 
48.Rh7 Kg4 49.Rg7 Raé 50.Rg6 
Resigns 


White: David Herscovici (2125) 
Black: Robert Sferra (2230) 
Nimozvich Defense 

1.e4 Nc6 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 Nf6 
4.Nc3 Bg4 5.Be2 e6 6.h3 Bh5 
7.Be3 Be7 8.0-0 0-0 9.d5 ed5 
10.ed5 Bf3 11. BS Ne5 12.Bd4 


White: Walter Wood (2030) 
Black: John Simpson (2000) 
Petroff Defense 














10.h3 Bh5 11.Rb1 Rb8 12. Rel 

0-0 13.c4 b6 14.Bg5 Re8 15.c3 idf4 28.Nf4 Bia 29.Be4 B 
h6 16.Bf6 Bf6 17.Be4 <5 18.Qd 

Qc7 19.Rbdl cd4 20.cd4 Rbc8 

21.Bf5 Rel 22.Rel Bf3 23.Bc8 
Bc6 24.Bf5 g6 25.Be4 Bd7 

26.Bd5 Kg7 27.Qe4 b5 28.cb5 e4 41.Qe 
Bb5 29.Rb1 Qa5 30.Bb3 Bd7 43.0 6d Q 
31.Rcl Qb6 32.Rd1 a5 33.Bd5 2 ate: AT. eA 
h5 34.Qf3 Be8 35.Rel Bd7 igs 4 (4 Qe 


36.Rd1 Be8 37.Bb3 Bc6 38.Qe 
Qb7 39.Qg3 Qb4 40.Qd3 Qb7 . 
41.Qg3 Qb4 42.Qf4 Bd7 43.Qd2 
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zeshadowed their tie for place and garner $50 each, fiche 
‘-— each finished with 5- ishing in a four-way tie for thgar 
fhan shootout for the U1600 prize were Oren Gazit ché 


me chose to save his Shaun Tse, Tony Niblock, anjnot 
HF é Nicolas Yap, each of whom tstr 
home $43 ($6 more than the ave 
announced prize). tail 

The Junior Amateur Divyig(at 
a good training ground for s,pr¢ 
of the future (new Senior Am; 


00° Champion Setzepfandt workymo 











eee a 





ee==Mychael Aigner won the 2nd way through this group a coyen 
Browne and IM-elect Ron Cusi U2300 prize of $75. of years ago) This year, EmiliBr¢ 
shared first place in the California In the Senior Amateur Section, Krubnik of Alameda made aq ha 
Blitz Championship, and each 9-year-old Alexander Setzepfandt __ perfect score to win the Ist JO 
took home $112.50. In the first of Oakland finished with an trophy and title of Junior Amth« 
U.S. Game in 1 Championship, undefeated 4%-¥, score to take the Champion. A full point-and,clo 
Browne scored 11%-3% to take first place trophy and acheckfor back, Geo Saba came in 2nd, Wh 


clear first and a $250 prize. More $175 — not bad for 2¥, hours of Spielberg won the 3rd-place 3Br« 
than $2,500 in cash and trophies playing chess! Only a half-point trophy on tiebreaks, and Doyt¢% 
was awarded to the prizewinners. _ back, Hillel Gazit earned the 2nd-__—s—wBBe] placed 4th. Christina Hy 0! 


In the Open Section of the place trophy on tiebreaks, but took home the 5th-place trop thi 
game-in-15-minutes event, which split 2nd-3rd place money with on tiebreaks over Anders 84 
was USCF-rated and awarded Drake Wang — each won $100. Rasmussen in his tournament S&* 
Grand Prix points,asecondround Don Cusi and Ewelina Krubnik debut. Michael Asuncion wo a 
draw between Donaldson and scored 3%-1% to share fourth final trophy for finishing 7th ™‘ 


However, the day’s exciter ™ 
was only just beginning, fory! 
on the slate of events was the PY 
first-ever California Blitz Cha 48 
onships. While I wish we had ! “ 
more substantial prizes to off 
the 20 players who came to fi 5¥ 
for the title of state blitz chan BT 
pion, I am pleased that the ca th 
tition was top notch! las 

With only five rounds to fi 
every game was important (ci W! 
sidering the group included ai Bl: 
an IM, and an IM-elect). In the Cé 
end, a third-round draw betwe 1, 
Browne and R. Cusi foreshad0 ef 
an eventual tie for first betwe 
the two, for which they earne( e 
$112.50 each. 

Pierre Vachon and Vucics > 


: ee ) 3rd place and the U2100 prizt 8- 
Six-time U.S. champion Walter Browne and newcomer Mallanna Kavyashree (each taking $47.50). D. Cusil 


in their round 2 match during the UPSCL California Blitz Championship. $35 for top U1800, and 
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setzepfandt earned $35 for the 
top U1600 finish. | 
The day was not over Just yet, 
for the time had come for the 2nd 
Annual World Organization of 
Lightning Chess United States 
Game in One Minute OTB Champi- 
onships! Ten brave souls took the 
challenge to be the new tS. 
thgame/1 min. champion (reigning 
rit champion Vladimir Mezentsev did 
ngnot participate). The event was a 
tgstrong one, In which the players’ 
e average rating was 2166 — cer- 
tainly every game of every round 
yig(at three games per round) would 
s; prove crucial! 
m Perhaps the event's defining 
‘emoment came early in a Round 2 
oy encounter between top-seeded 
,ij; Browne and Vucic. Sadly, Vucic 
, had to learn a few lightning chess 
t+ OTB rules the hard way, for in 
their first game, Vucic hit the 
y.clock after knocking down a unit, 
1 which created an illegal position. 
» Browne made a claim, which a 
oy review of the videotape (WOLC 
1g OTB matches are videotaped for 
on this purpose, and compilation of 
gamescores) upheld. In their 
op Second game — just as Browne’s 
oy flag fell — Vucic made an illegal 
th Move. Browne called the illegal 
tey Move, but Vucic claimed a time 
ry forfeit. However, rather than 
Te Press their claims, the players 
ha agreed to a draw for that game (so 
aq 1 Will remain silent on the ruling). 
of in their first two games, Vucic 
, f;, built time advantages against 
jay Browne, but failed to convert 
co, them into wins. Vucic had one 
last chance: 


0 fi ae 
(cq White: Walter Browne (2600) 
1 q\ Black: Mladen Vucic (2500) 

the Caro-Kann Defense 


tw 1.e4c62.d3 d63. f4e5 4. Nf3 


de fq 
wel 


nd An offbeat King’s Gambit has 


been reached by transposition. 

icy 5. BFA Nf6 6. Nc3 Be7Z 7. Qd2 0-0 
‘Ize 8. 0-0-0 Bg4 

sii Setting up a pin which is 
promptly broken. 












9. Be2 Nbd7 10. h3 Wa 4 
Putting the question to th : * 
bishop. ee : e 
10...Bf3 11. gf3 defends Whi ee 
Rather than the more nat 5 sow 
11. Bf3, White seeks to improve: 
his attacking chances by opening 
up the g-file, heading towards 
Black’s castled monarch. 
11...Ne5 
The sharp 11...d5 would have # 
livened up the central situation. «.. -anothe 0 : 
White promptly occupies,th , : 
newly half-opened file, which 
Black blocks. 


12...Ng6 13. Be3 d5 : sae _ 


With an immediate threa 
13...d4, forking White’s Nc3 and 
Be3. 


14. d4! 


The best way to keep Black’s 
pawn from playing there next 
turn. 


14...de4 15. fe4 Bb4 


Seeking chances with a pin on 
the other knight. 


16. Bd3 


The e4-pawn was en prise 
following the ...Bb4 pin. 


16...Qa5 


5. 
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Names Lightning 
Bulletin Best New 


Magazine 


The Lightning Bulletin, the 
publication of the World Orga- 
nization of Lightning Chess, 
won the Chess Journalists of 
America’s award for Best New 
Magazine at the journalists’ 
meeting held in St. Paul in 
August. The Lightning Bulletin 
is produced by Steve Cohen, a 
San Mateo-based chess teacher 
and organizer. 

The publication is the only 
one of its kind, covering chess 
tournaments and activity where 
the time control] is game in one 
minute. The WOLC’s web ad- 
dress is http:// 
lightningchess.webjump.com. 


ir@ Bal 


Ma 
BRT 





White dominates in the center, 
but Black’s king looks well 
guarded, and Black has taken 
action on the queenside, where 
White has the fewest defenders. 


17.Rg5? 
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Amateur U1400 

Ist: Stephen McKee 3 $75 
Ist Junior: Erin Harrington, Tyrone 
Plata, and Ricky Yu 22591 1.67 


The Sacramento Chess Club 
Weekend Swiss #6 was held at The 
Learning Exchange in Sacramento 


a _ NE Nc6 3. Bc4 Nf6 4. 
Ng5 d5 5. ed5 NaS 6. Bb5 <6 7. 
dc6 bc6 8. Be2 h6 9. NF3 e4 10. 
Ne5 Bdé 11. f4 Qb6 12. d4 ed3 
13. Qd3 Bc5 14. Nc3 0-0 15. Ne4 
Ne4 16. Qe4 Re8 17. c3 Bf2 18. 
Kf1 Bh4 19. g3 Bh3 20. Kel Bf6 
21. b4 Qc7 22. ba5 Be5 23. fe5 








Members of the § Sacramento Chess Club who squared off in a match against a 
team from the Burlingame Chess Club on August 28 in Fairfield. 
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Re5 24. Qf4 Rae8 25. Kdl, 
26. Qc4 Qd7 27. Kel Bg4 4; 
Ba3 Re2 29. Qe2 Resigns 

By 





White: Adam Greenspan (19) 
Black: Jose Birt Brendan (1972! 
Center Counter Defense  lU 


1. e4 d5 2. ed5 Nf6 3. d4 Np. 
c4 Nf6 5. Nc3 Bf5 6. Nf3 1 
Qb3 b6 8. Bg5 Be7 9. Be2 (py 
10. Rd1 Nbd7 11. Nh4 Nedithr 
Be7 Qe7 13. Nf5 ef5 14, Ndhal 
Qd6 15. 0-0 Rfe8 16. QF3 4me 
Ne3 f4 18. Nf5 Qf6 19. Qg4 
20. Nh6 Kg7 21. Qd7 Khe12 
Bf3 Ng5 23. Qc6 Qe7 24, Qi” 
Ra& 25. Ba8 Qe2 26. d5 £31: 
Rfel Qc4 28. Kh1 fg2 29. Ks, 
Qg4 30. Kf1 Nf3 31. Re7 No 
32. Resigns spi 
Sic 
White: Mark Altchek (1204) ©’ 


Black: Ruturaj Pathak (1465) Bla 
London System his 


1. d4 Nf6 2. Bf4 d5 3. NF3 Bers 
h3 Bh5 5. e3 e6 6. c4 Bb47, ji 
Nbd2 0-0 8. c5 Ne4 9. g4 Bato 
10. a3 Bd2 11. Nd2 Nd7 12) thi 
h6 13. Nf3 h5 14. g5 f6 15,.— 
Qf6 16. Ng5 c6 17. Ne4 Bed 

Rh2 g6 19. Bd3 BF5 20. Bf5(W1 
21. b4 e5 22. Bg5 Nf6 23. Bi Ble 
RfF6 24. de5 Qe5 25. Rg2 Qi Cl 
Kf1 Qe3 27. Qh5 Rf2 28. Rei 1. 


Berkeley Ches: ,, 


Club Relocate: - 


The Berkeley Chess Club,! 1 
longest-established chess club °° 
the East Bay, has changed its BS 
meeting place to the Epworth 
United Methodist Church at I! W. 
Hopkins in Berkeley. The club m 
runs USCF-rated Swisses on al tic 
informal basis (play as many 6, 
rounds as you want to) on Fri 
nights at 7:15 p.m. National 
master Rob Kichinski is the dg 
champion. 


fn 





* 
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4 Burlingame Holds Off Sacramento 


2} 


_ By Richard Koepcke 


Thirty members of the 
Burlingame and Sacramento chess 
clubs met halfway in Fairfield on 
August 26 for a team match which 

Ngurlingame won 167-137. 
6Burlingame outrated Sacramento 
MMby 150-300 points on boards 3 
24through 10, led by five points at 
Ndhalftime and held off the Sacra- 
¢gmento rally. 

National masters Peter Thiel 
~-and Michael Aigner met on board 
D and supplied one of the sharp- 
Gest struggles of the match. In their 
’ first game, Aigner put aside his 
Kjisual Bird’s Opening in favor of a 
Nimainline approach. Thiel has 

spent years defending various 
__ Sicilians, but that wouldn’t be 
obvious looking at this game — 
Black chose an unusual setup for 
his pieces (perhaps he wanted to 
catch his opponent in unfamiliar 
 Biterritory). Both sides went 
7. kinghunting, and left their kings 
Bato fend for themselves, a brave 
12/thing to do at a fast time control 
5.g— a highly entertaining game! 


ef 
5 White: Michael Aigner (2180) 
pi Black: Peter Thiel (2260) 

Q:) Closed Sicilian 


Rei 1. e4 


s{ Aigner won two Burlingame 
"club tournaments during the 

s¢ summer, but opted to play for the 
~~ Sacramento team. 


b, t 
jy Ieee 2- Ned Nc6 3. g3 g6 4. Bg2 


> Bg7 5. d3 d6 6. Be3 

th The main alternative to 6. f4. 
t i White plans to finish his develop- 
ub ment before engaging in opera- 

) ai tions in the center and kingside. 


YY 6...Nf6 7. h3 e5? 


7 With the knight already com- 
a mitted to f6, this pawn push looks 
~~ suspect. Normally Black plays ...e5 


in conjunction with ...Nge7 and 





ee oes 
Beene 





oe a. °e 
stetetetetatatererete i Sscserness 
srhetesrccrstacatstetcttstarsrsrateteee bees 
; es 
statarareteterscatetatetetatetstererereteTete ofese 


The Burlingame Chess Club team. 





’ Rally to Win Team Match 


BO 


Photograph by Carolyn Withgitt 





...0-0, giving him the option of 
meeting White’s f4 with either 
...ef4 or ...f5 directly. 


8. Nge2 h5 


This preemptive strike on the 
kingside does not feel right. White 
often castles queenside in these 
lines with an early Be3, and as will 
be seen, castling short would have 
been OKanyway. Black will play 
...Rb8 followed by ...b5-b4 regard- 
less of how White develops, so he 
should continue in that fashion 
before deciding on any kingside 
action. 


9. Qd2 Beé 10. Bg5 


White decides that he wants 
the bishop outside the pawn chain 
before playing f4. The bishop 
move also ends any plans Black 
had to play ...h4. White could 
have considered castling into it: 
10. 0-0 h4 11. f4 hg3 12. f5 fol- 
lowed by Ng3 looks playable. 


10...Qd7 11. 0-0-0 b5 12. Nd5 


12. Nb5? only helps Black 
drum up counterplay. 


12...Ng8 13. Kb1 


An unnecessary prophylactic 
move. 


13...Rb8 14. Rdf1 a5 15. f4 b4 
16. f5 gf5 17. ef5 Bd5 18. Bd5 f6 


Otherwise White will play f6 
himself. 


19. Be3 Nge7 20. Be6 Qa7 


Both sides have made progress 
in their respective flank attacks, 
but White’s attack should break 
through first because he can get 
all of his pieces involved whereas 
Black will have to make do with 
queen, rook, plus knight. Also, 
Black cannot force lines open 
without a piece sacrifice. 


21. g4 Nd8 22. g5 Ne6 23. fe6? 
Enables Black to close lines. 


Continued on Page 30 
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POT 2 AZ33; Ken 

(448), Kevin Lee (432 p) 
Quad #31: Eugene Shenker (unr) 
Quad #32: Michael Galindo (unr) 
Quad #33: Christian Weeber (unr) 
Quad #34: Desmond Chee (unr) 
Quad #35: Alexander Lun (unr) 
Quad #36: Kevin Zhang (unr) 
Quad #37: Alice Cheng (unr), Emily Chen 
(unr) 
Quad #38: Ruby Chen (unr) 
Quad #39: Jonathan Wong (unr), Vivian Lo 
(unr), Brandon Chen (unr} 
Quad #40: Benjamin Tien (unr) 
Quad #41: William Hsia (unr) 
Quad #42: Joshua Tien (unr) 

November 19 
Quad #1: Ewelina Krubnik (1269), Igor 
Garbouz (1264) 
Quad #2: Edward Chien (1154), Tyrone Plata 
(1137) 
Quad #3: Andrey Soygir (1155 p), Joseph 
Averbukh (1110), Sharon Tseung (1093) 
Quad #4: Phil Jouriles (1103), Darwin Fu 
(1062), Jeffrey Shih (1062 p) 
Quad #5: Daniel Tien (1032), Noah Zachary 
(996) 
Quad #6: Nazee Moghadam (1014) 
Quad #7: Steven Zierk (984) 
Quad #8: Roger Tjhia (933) 
Quad #9: Rahul; Subramanian (912) 
Quad #10: Ryan Ko (973), David Chock 
(899) 
Quad #11: Tau Jeng (851) 
Quad #12: Bennett Blazei (865), Alvin Cheng| 
840) 
Quad #13: Jennifer Fiore (829), Ravi Verma 
(82.4) 
Quad #14: Brian Lin (818) 
Quad #15: Stephen Lee (814), Vicente 
Andrade (762) 
Quad #16: Kevin Hwa (814), Ryan McGee 
(724 p) 
Quad #17: Ayush Kumar (724), Ara 
Baghdassarian (691) 
Quad #18: Emilia Krubnik (630) 
Quad #19: Mahnoosh Moghadam (690), 
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ee (682) 
Kyle Hui (707), Javohn Gibson 


sn McLellan (611 p), Avon 
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o 


selerete 
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(432 p), Dustin Chen (unr) 

Quad #33: Eugene Shenker (unr) 
Quad #34: Ramon Que (unr) 

Quad #35: Alison Wu (unr) 

Quad #36: Brian Fan (unr) 

Quad #37: Bradley DeBatista (unr) 
Quad #38: Kevin Zhangf (unr) 

Quad #39: Alice Cheng (unr) 

Quad #40: Kevin Gan (unr) 

Quad #41: Vivian Lo (unr) 

Quad #42: Amy Wann (unr) 

Quad #43: Benjamin Tien (unr) 

Quad #44: Brandon L. Chen (unr) 
Quad #45: Jojay Huyn (unr), Zachary 
Swinford (unr) 

Quad #46: Jonathan Ting (660) 
Quad #47: Joshua Tien (unr), Griffin Sloves 
(unr) 

At this last quad, an often- 
photographed young female chess 
player again attracted the cam- 
eras. Sharon Tseung of Weibel 
Chess has probably had her 
photograph in more newspapers 
or Magazines then any other 
young chess player in the Bay 
Area, if not California. KGO-TV 
even did a piece about her two 
years ago. 

This time she received a front 
page spread in the Fremont Bulle- 
tin, a free newspaper delivered to 
all the homes in this area. Rising 
star Griffin Sloves also appeared 
in three pictures with the inside 
story. Griffin is a 4-year-old 
preschooler from Wisdom Chess. 
I must admit I was shocked to see 
the photo essay because I have 
often contacted the media for 
coverage and they never show. 





astic Quads Winner 


However, Kevin Batangan i? 
photographs and delivered gl 
directly to the press. SOC 

While I knew Kevin was ath* 
chess instructor — for he wo™é 
with Success Chess — anda@.. 
coach at Milpitas High Schoj11 
had no idea he was a talente 
photographer and PR person an 
is a protegé of Richard Shor 
the best-known chess instry 
in the Bay Area and the offic; 
photographer for the CalChaha 
State Scholastics. I will keep|12 
around, I hope. 

If you failed to get a fly Oc 
the 2001 CalChess State Scho 
tics, to be held March 3 and‘ an 
Santa Clara, in the mail, YOuty a 
go to our tournament site fry _ 
http://KidChess.go.cc or http 13 
CalChess.webjump.com/ 
scholastics.html. 

I have decided to holda Bi: 
kindergarten through third gm: 
chess tournament at Weibel) 17 
April 7. This will be a grade} Ne 
tournament and children will 
compete against people in th L 
own grade. The entry form\ 
available at other tournament ¥ 
and is also located at http:// 2 
www.kirshnerisms.com/ Q 
Weibe]lPrimary/WeibelGrade} B¢ 


Qi 


Problem w 


by Kevin Begley 





ba mo 


—U a 


7 


, 


if 


Ds 

Di 

N. 

‘ 


lia ° 
White to play and mate in three 
Solution on Page 31. 


t Two Games from 


eon from Page 3 
ihe text looks good, but Black is 
soon able to force the queens off 
the board and realize her extra 
ypmaterial. 
La8...Ne4 9. BF7 Kf7 10. Qd5 Kf8 
1011. Qe4 Qe8! 
Ite} This move practically ensures 
Olan ending two pawns up. 


TL12. Ne5 
fi Objectively speaking, White 
‘hahad to trade queens. 
°p112...d6 13. QF4 
13. Of3 Kg8 14. Qd5 Qe6 15. 
Yel Oe6 Be6 16. Nf3 was the only way 
C+ stave off losing a piece, though 
an ending two pawns down is 
hardly pleasant. 
 16.Qd4 h6 
16...Nc6 was more exact, but 
a Black’s method of realizing her 
i gmaterial advantage is also good. 
117, Q@d8 Kh7 18. Qh4 Rf8 19. f4 
lel Nc6é 20. Bb2 Qe7 21. Qg3 BFS 
N22: Rael Qf7 23. Re3 Rae& 24. 
Ui Rb3 b6 25. Rb5 Qd7 26. Rel 
of ‘Nd4 27. Bd4 Qd4 28. Kh1 Qd7 
J) 29. Rb3 Kg8 30. Rbc3 <5 31. 
Qh4 Qe7 32. Qg3 Qf7 33. QF2 
le) Be6 34. a3 QF4 35. Qgl1 QF2 36. 
_. Qd1 Rd8 37. Resigns 


) White: Timothy Ma (1250) 
Black: Ewelina Krubnik (1269) 
Hungarian Defense 

q 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 

" 4.d4 d6?! 

‘i Black should play 4...exd4 . 

" 5.Nc3 

/, 5. Ng5 leads to a Two Knights’ 

: 7, Defense position (3. Bc4 Nf6 4. 


y “ Ng5) with the very useful extra 
Z move d4 for White. 


ey) 


y, 
+ 5...Be7 
y Now we are in a standard 


ree 


10 13...Kg8 14. 0-0 de5 15.Be5 Qf7 














Defense. Black is solid, b 
slightly passive as the dg 
squared bishop is blocke 


6. Be3 Bg4 7. Bb5 siessneerrerneseesete 


7. d5 Nb8 gives White an 
advantage in space. 


7...0-0 8. 0-0?! 


White needed to play 8. Bef : 
8. dS. Now the pressure on d: 
felt. 


8...ed4 


frteee 


iti ities 

fait “Ee 7 
a ee 

a a 


posed position of the white queen 
and the pin on the rook on f2 to 
mop up quickly. 

15. ed5 Bg5 16. Qd3 Be3 17. 







—x— 
















Y 2} de6 Bf2 18. Kf1 bc6 19. Bb3 d5 

Wa oa a 

yap yp ede yp) 20. cf dc 21. BcA Rad8 22. BE7 
RA, 1 77 FOR 7 23. Ng5 Kfs 24. Nh7 Kg8 
i G7 nh® 25. Nf6 Kf7 26. Qc4 Bebé 27. Qe4 


Rdl 28. Ke2 Rel 29. Kf3 Re4 30. 
a4 Qe3 mate 





Capps Winner Porter 
Annotates 


38...Qd6 39. Qd6 Nd6 40. Kf2 
Ke6 41. Ke2 Nc4 42. Bcl Kd5 
43. Resigns 


The win is easy for Black, 
because White has no hope of 
using his queenside majority, and 
Black can create two connected 
passed pawns. 


Shulman Wins 
Kolty Memorial 


Grandmaster Yuri Shulman of 
Belarus won the Koltanowski 
Memorial held Dec. 14-22 in San 
Francisco with a 7-2 score. Esto- 
nian GM Jaan Ehlvest, IM Mladen 
Vucic, and senior master Jesse 
Kraai shared 2nd-4th with 6 7%. 
Kraai made his final IM norm. 


Continued from Page 14 


the position, so he should limit 
any such chances. 
33. Rd6 Ndé 34. Nd2 Bh6é 35. 
Qd3 Bd2 36. Bd2 Ne4 37. Qd8 
Kf7 

It looks like Black has allowed 
some counterplay, but his mate 
threats limit these possibilities. 


38. Be3 


38.Qh8?? Qc5 39. Kh1 Nf2 40. 
Kg1 Nh3 -+; 38.Qd3 is a better 
try, but Black still has 38...Nc5 39. 
Qe2 (39. Qd8& Qd7 40. Qh8 Qd2 
and the black king quickly gets 
away, after which Qel mate is 
threatened.) 39...Qd7 and Black 
has a winning position. 
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practice the “9%: 


aerate 


eons a a aie ee ee se e's e's 6 Me Me e's e+ 


material value of the pieces 
becomes irrelevant — no sacrifice 
is silly if it eliminates enemy 
counterplay. Without additional 
defensive resources, the slow- 
moving King might be unable to 
reach a part of the board in time 
to stop your pawn from promo- 
tion! 

Black has just played ...Kc4 in 
this game from the Internet Chess 
Club: 


7 


as 


“4 





Without the Rook and Knight, 
White has a won “pawn game” 
position, even though Black has 
the only passed pawn. However, 
White can create a passed h-Pawn 
(h4 — the unopposed pawn 
should go first — g4, h5, and so 
on), so Black’s king will be forced 
to go to the kingside (abandoning 
the a-pawn), and the game will 
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in 
On. 


er eretete 


3...g5 4. Ka3 


Or 4. h4 immediately, but 4. 
Ka3 takes care of Black’s a-pawn 
and leaves White with fewer 
worries. 


4...Kc4 5. h4! 


Passed pawns and potential 
passed pawns must be pushed. 


5...gh4 6. gh4 Kd5 7. h5 Keé 8. 
hé 


Turns out to waste a move. A 
passed pawn should not be 
pushed as far forward as possible, 
only as forward as necessary. If 
White instead played 44. Ka4, 
when the position is reached with 
kings at d5 and g5, it would be 
White to move — that is, 8. Ka4 
Kf5 9. Kb5 Kg5 10. Kc5 Kh5 11. 
Kd5 Kg5 12. Ke6 Kg6 13. f4 Kg7 
14. f5. White has a win in either 
case, but in different circum- 
stances, this inaccuracy might be 
enough to turn a win into a draw, 
or a draw into a loss! 


8...Kf7 9. Ka4 Kg6 10. Kb4 Kh6 
11. Ke4 Kg5 12. Kd5 Kf5 


Black takes the horizontal 
opposition. 









| 
1S ¢ 


4 
i 


Ni 


9. 


Kd 


The current position is q 10 
“book win.” The critical issyKk 
these bishop-pawn plus cent) 15 
pawn vs. bishop-pawn positivKk 
for the strong side to fix the 
bishop-pawns at the right tin th 
After the pawns are blocked,i.4, 
side with the extra pawn Cali 
his king abreast of the backwe;p, 
pawn and in vertical direct op thi 
sition to the enemy king, thej,}, 
is forced. In this 1950 study! 
Chéron, White plays precisely 





“W/ | Bi: 


A pz 


(Ma ee 
1. Kb3 th 


White can go wrong install . 
by 1. Kb4 c5 2. dcS Kc6 3. Kbi a 
Kc5, and Black draws. 2 
1...Ke7 2. Ke3 Kd6 3. Kd3 Ki 
Ke4 Keé 5. c5 

Fixing the bishop pawns W 
holding the direct opposition _ 
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5...Kf6 
Black loses his pawn after 
® > Kf7 6. Kf5 Ke7 7. Ke5 Kd? 8. 
f6 Kd8 9. Ke6 Kc7 10. Ke7 Kc8 
11. Kd6 Kb7 12. Kd7. 


6. d5 Ke7 
White wins after 6...cd5 7. Kd5 
pier’ 8. Kc6 Kd8 9. Kb7. 


Ss a 


we 


we 7. dc6 Kd8 8. Ke5 Kc7 
-KdS Kc8 10. Kd6 Kd8 11. c7 Kc8 
a draw. 

Kd7 8. Ke5 Kd8 9. d7 


Te. 
: Sacrificing the extra pawn to 
preach a known K+P vs. K win. 


i 9...Kd7 

7. or9..Ke7 10. d8(Q) Kd8 11. 
Kd6. 

- 10. Kf6 Ke7 11. Ke7 Kc8 12. Kd6 

syuKb7 13. Kd7 Kb8 14, Ke6 Ke8 

nte 15. Kd6 Kd8 16. c6 Kc8 17. c7 

itinKb7 18. Kd7 and White wins. 

@ ~—_-_In the game position, though, 

Ullithe maneuvering in Chéron’s 
study is unnecessary. One of the 

rules in the “pawn game” entitles 
Wthe player to win if he takes away 

the enemy’s choices, and that’s 

he! the easiest win here, too. 


13. fa! 
Forcing Black’s demise be- 
“7 cause his king will no longer be 


: able to prevent White’s encroach- 
Yy 
- ment toward f6. 


| 13...Kg6 


No better is 13...Kg4 14. Ke6 
15 15. Ke5, with n easy win. 
d 


4. Ke6 Kg7 15. f5 


Black must abandon his last 
j pawn, and with king plus two 
' pawns against king, White’s win 
7_ will not take long to achieve. 
Whether by study or experi- 
ence from playing pawn games, 
the student will be better able to 
recognize favorable endgames, 
‘ , and move a middlegame toward 
~ them or avoid heading into an 
unfavorable one. 


SSS 


YY 


— N8ss 
wo 


WN 


Yj 


SW 
ON. 












Continued from Page 16 
ed5 ed5 5. Ngf3 Nc6 6. c3 

6. Bb5, which indirectly guards 
the d-pawn, is the only move 
considered by theory. 


6...Nf6 7. Be2 


7. Bd3 or 7. Bb5 is more active 
but White worried about 7...Qe7, 
possibly simplifying more than he 
would have liked. 


7...Be7 8. dc5 Bc5 9. Nb3 Be? 


queen pawn usually aims for 

kingside attack as compensation: 
...Bd6 plus an eventual ...Bc7 and 
..Qd6 is typical. 


10. 0-0 0-0 11. Bg5 Ne4 12. Be7 


Exchanges help the player 
whose pieces come out as a result 
of the exchange, but in this case 
neither side improves his game 
because no new pieces came out 
— Black would rather recapture 
with 12...Qe7 but that leaves his 
d-pawn hanging. Black’s position 
is somewhat lessened because he 
trades good bishop for bad, and 


Since White’s c-pawn and f3- 
knight are both pinned, Black can 
follow with an annoying ...Nc6, 
threatening just to capture on d4. 
White pursues a good kingside 
initiative by 17. h3 Bh5 18. g4 Bg6 
19. Nf5, where the kingside weak- 
nesses are not easily exploited, 
considering White’s advantages in 
development and space. 


17. Rd2 
Continued on Page 28 





Clifford Estrada won the Reserve Section oo the LERA eailbgclnnd Chess Cham- 
pionship with a 4-0 score. 


Photograph by Kevin Batagnan 
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Endgame Lessons Learned at LERA 


Continued from Page 27 


An awkward move. The dis- 
connection of White’s rooks will] 
show. 


17...Nc6 18. h3 Bh5 19. Ng5 





19...Bg6 


On 19...Nd4, White planned 
the rook lift 20. Bh7 Kh8 21. Rd4 
g6 22. Rh4, though 22. g4 might 
be better and simpler. 

20. Bg6 hg6 21. Rel 


The knight fork 21. Nde6 is 


not good: 21...fe6 22. Ne6 Qf7 23. 


Nf8 Rf8, and after ...Ne4, Black 
has great pressure on the f-line. 


21...Rfes 














endgame. 23. 0 
24, Re2 NfF3:2 


in spite 
structHr 
goods 
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check on e8 and follow with NeS. 
After this queen trade, however, 
Black’s weak pawn shifts from d5 
to a7, where it is less assailable. 
Also, Black gains a potential 
passed pawn. 


27...Qc6 28. Qc6 bc6 29. Ne5 c5 
30. f3 


This should precede 31. Kf2. 


30...Nf6 31. Nc6 a6 32. ad KfF8 
33. Nb8 


33. a5 is a strong alternative 
that freezes the target on a6, 
holds the black king on the back 
rank for another turn, and ad- 
vances the pawn that will be 
passed. 


33...Ke7 34. Naé Kd6 35. b4 


Purdy used to that passed 
pawns must be pushed, but only 
after the pieces are placed as well 
as they can be. Black’s king is 
making inroads while White’s sits 
behind. 35. Kf2 is good. 


35...cb4 36. cb4 


Pawns are strongest when they 
are united and abreast of each 
other, but 36. Nb4 comes into 
consideration because it doesn’t 
let Black have a passed pawn. One 
possiblity after that is 36. Nb4 


ceceletete 


oe ee 
eretetete 


renee ahaha ete 
+e ere eter etete ns 
Be ere ee ee 


ert t ee 
lee ele re e 


‘straightforward: 
Nb3 d3 42. Kd2 Kb5 
"44. a6 Nd7 45. a7 

w White can shift his 


the kingside. 
tT. Ng5 f6 42. Ne4 Kc4 





ar etet ete”, 
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Passed pawns must be pylat 
43.b5 d3 44. Kd2 Kb4 45. ppjBle 
46. Kd3 Nb6 and White goes; qu 
kingside again. 20 
43...Nd3 44. Nd6 Kc3 45. k: 
Nf4 46. Kd1 Nd5 47.a5__ pr. 


White can try sacrificing} PT 
pawn to sneak the a-pawn = * 
through: 47. b6 Nb6 48. a5 Ni21 
49. a6 Nb6 50. NbS Kd3 51. 
Ke3 52. a7 Kf2, but Black’s kit pr 
will take all of White’s kingsii ¢p, 
pawns. cle 


47...d3 23 


Black’s d-pawn is further 
advanced than the white ab 
queenside pawns, and Blacku ¢); 
has a threat to queen by 48..) to 
and 49...d2. de 


48. Ne4 Kd4 49. Kd2 23 


Passed pawns must be pu 

49. b6 Ke4 50. b7 Ke3 51. b8(( B): 
Nc3 52. Kel (Careful! 52. Kel 23 
loses to 52...d2 53. Kf1 d1(R) pa 
mate) d2 53. Kb2 d1(Q) 54. Q tir 
and White should win the que 20 
ending. 

49...Ke4 50. b6 Nb4 al) 


White’s sacrificial try falls be 
short because the black knighi R* 
can cover squares in both whi 2 
pawns’ paths. 


51. b7 Na6é 58. Resigns 
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, Browne Survives Time Trouble 20 


t F Continued from Page 21 


White has no compensation 
Y /for the lost pawn, so gets back to 
A 4, his kingside attack. 


19. Rdgl 

It may have been more pru- 
jdent to first nullify Black's pres- 
sure with 19.Qa5. 


Bo Rfes 20. e5? 


White’s should continue the 
attack with 20. h4, threatening to 
pry the knight off of g6 with a 

pylater hS. The text move helps 
bg\Black to get more units over to the 
es) queenside. 


20...Nd5 21. Qel 


»b§ Forced, to save the queen, 
protect the bishop on e3, and 

gj Provide a flight square for the 
king at d2. 

Ni21...Qal 22. Kd2 Qb2 


-M  Black’s two-pawn lead and - 

kil pressure on the queenside and in 

sii the center pressure give him a 
clear advantage. 


23. Bf2! 


eT Before this move, Browne had 
about a three-second lead on the 

kt clock, but he used seven seconds 

..! to find this move in the face of a 
deteriorating position. 


23...c5? 


pus With weaknesses all over, 

8( Black might have reinforced with 
el 23...Ndf4. Pushing his passed 

R) pawn by 23...a5 is a good alterna- 
Q tive. 

lu 24. Qe4 


White keeps his attack alive at 
all costs, but his king might have 
lls, been safer after 24. Bg6 hg6 25. 
igh RSg3. 
Mh 24...Q¢3 25. Kel Nb4 


25...Rad8, bringing Black’s last 
piece into the game, was a stron- 
ger move. Black’s :33-:24 lead on 
the clock is significant. 
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Times, Sweeps UPSCL Tripleheader 


26. Be2 32. Qd5 

Browne spent another seven Clock times are down to :08.6- 
seconds on this turn, falling cal Ses 
behind :17-:33! 32...Qb2 


32...Rb2 was the only way to 
preserve any advantage. 


33. Kd2 Qb4 


The position is now equal, and 
so are the clocks at :07.1-:07.3. 


34. ¢c3 


34. Kdl, offering a perpetual 
check, was safest for White. 


34...Qb2 35. Kd3?? 

35. Kel was the only move. 
35...Rbe6?? 

The third time Black over- 

looked a good opportunity to play 
...Nf4 in this game. 
36. hg6 hg6 37. Bg4 R6e7 38. 
Bh4 Qb5 39. c4 Qb3 40. Ke4 
Qb6 41. Ke3 Rd8 42. Qe4 Qb3 
Time forfeit 0-1 

The splitting of the Browne- 


Vucic match gave undefeated 
Pierre Vachon the tournament 





Vucic spent six seconds on his 
next move, but was unable to find 
26...Na2 27. Kb1 Qb3 28.cb3 Nc3 
and 29...Ne4. Instead, he devel- 
oped hist last piece. 


26...Rac8 27. d5 
Obviously, Browne prefers to 


keep the c-file closed to Black’s 
newly-developed Rook. 


27...aa3 lead going into round three. 
Pioekevead “ise24. Vachon then won two out of the 
three games against Browne, and 
28 .Kd2 Nd5 









as White may not recap ee 
29. Qd5, because the qt 
be pinned. 


x 
oterocetes 
sess 
sleleleleetelererereterererecstecececerecereceresess ae ie Na IR Bo 6 alc ae RR 0 A le NP gt ABN BR Se RN Re RR hs BM BS,” 5.8 
woe eeceteteteceteteMctctetetetetetetetets «(tt _etat ete ene ee eee eNO Ee TOTES eee COCO eee, OD (010,000 0.0. 000.0.0,0,0,009,0.0,0,0,0.0,0,9.0,0.0,0.0,0.9,8 


+, whereas 30...Rc6 leaves the . ue fe 
knight on d5 undefended. a es serail 


cut in half; the clock reads :14 Bee 
12.4. a eae ay 


31. h5? | : ae Enisbee 


Terehaaheheh et hahat shah heteh eet eh hahah eh teeet, PAAR POLO OO 0 8 oe 8888 8 ee eee 
“ae erat et et 
0a Pe! 


First 31. Qd5. ; | Ga lt 
31...Rb6? 
Again, 31...Qal. 
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Burlingame Defeats 


Sacramento 
Continued from Page 23 


Much better is 23. gf6 Bf6 
(23...Nd4 24. fg7 Rg8 25. f6 is 
terrible for Black) 24. fe6 Bh4 25. 
Bg5 and Black is hard-pressed to 
Survive. 


23...f5 24. Ng3!? Rf8 


Going after the piece looks 
more dangerous than it is. One 
possibility is 24...f4 25. Ne4 fe3 
26. Nd6 Kd8 27. Qe3 Nd5 28. Of3 
Nf4 and White has nothing better 
than 29. Nf7 Ke7 30. Nh8 Rh8 
with an unclear position. The text 
move appears to be the safer 
course but is in fact harder to 
manage. 


25. Nh5 Nd5 


25...Bh8 offers a better chance 
of fending off White’s attack. 


26. Bg1!? a4 27. Qg2 e4 


27...Qb7 28. Ng7 is out, and so 
is 27...Nb6 28. Qc6 Kd8 29. Qd6 
Kc8 30. e7+-. 


28. de4 Nc3 29. Kel 


An odd instance in which the 
king should run toward the en- 
emy: 29. Kal Na2 (29...a3 30. bc3 
bc3 31. Ng7 Ke7 32. Be3 Rb2 33. 
ef5 Qb8 34. f6 Kd8 35. Qd5 Rc2 
36. Qb3+-) 30. Ng7 Qg7 31. ef5 a3 
32. Qc6 Kd8 33. Qd7 leads to 





woteterecerererorerererecee.0.6 + 
eqnaeenensesecccesecerececerel aeaterororerecerececghecetstete’e,« 
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Saavedra, 1895 
















White to play and win. Solution on 
Page 31. 





Sacramento High School Championshis 
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by Kevin Begley 
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White to play and win. SolutigThur 
Page 31. Burl 
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and December Elementary Scholastic«: 


Ninety-five students partici- 
pated in the Sacramento High 
Schoo] Championship and Decem- 
ber Elementary Scholastic Tourna- 
ment held December 2 at the Ethel 
McLeod Hart Senior Center in 
Sacramento. John McCumiskey 
directed the five-round Swiss. 

PRIZE WINNERS 
1. Grades 9-12 (Trophies, players listed in 
tiebreak order): 





1 William Terry 5 

2 Jose Ll Rivera 4 

3 Brannan Ramirez 4 

4 Brenda Saeturn 4 
Kano lL Saeteurn 3 

Bo 3 


Ist Place Team: Biggs Middle School, |C9™ 
2nd Place Team: Commodore Stockton, T° 
3rd Place Team: Arden Middle Schoo) "eff 
3. Grades 4-6 (Trophies, players liste: 


tiebreak order) ” 
1 Daniel Schwarz “y 
(Won a playoff for first place) ie 
2 Tyler K Woodruff A70 
3 Tyler K Wilken El | 
4 Anyon Harrington ” 
5 Jeremy Tempkin Da 
6 Kevin Mani a" 
7 Pamela Saeturn Tro 
8 Dylan J Schaefer (91 
9 Armando Chaparro Fre 
10 Tyler Riggs Frid 


1st Place Team: Biggs Elementary, 12.5 Bor 
2nd Place Team: Cowan Fundamentals Har 
11.5 hsp 
3rd Place Team: North Davis Elemento 51 
4. Grades K-3 (Trophies, players listed’ H@ 
tiebreak order) Mo 


1 Graham Mc Daniel ee 
2 Brandon Brown 

3 Jacob Hall y 
4 Colin Mc Daniel (70 
5 Louis De Pello ; 
6 Anna De Pello a 
7 Katy Schaefer a 
8 Chinmai Raman Cal 
9 Ricky Bunch Che 
10 Riley Brian (51 


Ist Place Team: North Davis Elementay aq, 
2nd Place Team: Sacramento Christian Fr, 
Academy, 6 Me 
3rd Place Team: Alta-Dutch Flat School, 
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“Arcata — New hours 
°¥ Tuesdays 6:30-11 p.m. 
‘Arcata Community Center 
321 Community Park Way 
J James Bauman 
/ (707) 822-7619 
Berkeley — New location 
J fridays 7 p.m. 
7/Epworth United Methodist Church 
A 953 Hopkins 
éAlan Glasscoe 
[1510 652-5324 
Burlingame 
tiopThursdays 7 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Club 
770 Burlingame Ave. 
~ Scott Wilson 
5 650) 355-9402 


www.burlingamechessclub.com 


]Campbell 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
t Campbell Community Center 
on Fred Leffingwell 
ool MA effing@cisco. com 
'(408) 732-5188, (408) 526- 
7090 work 


Carmichael 
Mondays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 


‘4701 Gibbons 


El Dorado Hills 
Sundays 5-8 p.m. 
Oak Ridge Library 
1120 Harvard Way 
Troy Pendergraft 
(916) 941-1625 


Fremont 
Fridays 7:30-11 p.m. 
25 Borders Books and Music 
qi) Hans Poschmann 
hspwood2@home.net 
ty (> 19) 656-8505 


a Hayward 
Mondays 9 p.m. 
Lyon’s Restaurant 
25550 Hesperian Blvd. 


Humboldt County 
Bob Phillips 
(707) 839-4674 


Livermore 
Fridays 7 p.m.-midnight 
Lawrence Livermore Lab South 
Cafeteria 
Charles Pigg 
(510) 447-5067 
ta) Merced 
aan Fridays 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Places to Play 


Some listings were removed because their information was no longer valid. Send changes and new information to 
>californiachessjournal@cattekin.vip.best.com. 
yj 


Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 


Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 

(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 
Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 


p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
915 27th St. 

Stewart Katz 

(916) 444-3133 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 .N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


San Leandro 
Saturdays 12 noon 
Everybody’s Bagel Shop 
1099 MacArthur Blvd. 
(510) 430-8700 


Santa Clara 

Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 
p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

Francisco Sierra 


(408) 241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 Fourth St. 

Keith Halonen 

(707) 578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 


Mike Haun 
(707) 537-0162 


Stanford 

Mondays 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union Rm. 550-550d 
Adrian Keatinge-Clay 

(415) 497-0598 


Stockton 

Fridays 7-11 p.m. 

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave. 


Sunnyvale 
Tuesdays 8 p.m. 
LERA Bldg. 160 
Ken Stone 

(408) 629-5530 


Vallejo 

Thursdays 6:15-9:45 p.m. 
Millennium Sports Club 
1214 Lincoln Rd. 

Duane Catania 

(707) 745-8900 
Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 
Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 


Woodland 

Sundays 3:30-9 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
630 Lincoln Ave. 

Don Copeland 

(530) 666-0868 


Yuba City 

Mondays and Wednesdays 7-1 1 
p.m. 

Carl’s Jr. 

Bridge St. and Highway 99 

Tom Giertych 

(916) 671-1715 





Solutions 
Page 24 (Begley) 1. Rf5! Bh2 (1...Kf5 2. Kf7 any 3. 


g4 mate) 


2. g4 (threatening Nf8 mate, Nf4 mate, and 


ReS mate) 2...Bd6 (the only move to prevent all three 
threats, but taking away a flight square) 3. Ng5 mate 


Page 30 (Saavedra) 1. c7 Rd6 2. Kb5 (If 2. Kc5, 
Black skewers the new queen by 2...Rd1 3. c8(Q) 
Rcl.) Rd5 3. Kb4 Rd4 4. Kb3 Rd3 5. Kc2 Rd4 6. c8(R)! 
(If 6. c8(Q), Black is stalemated by 6...Rc4 7. Qc4.) 


Ra4 7. Kb3 and White wins. 


Page 30 (Begley) 1. f6 Ke8 2.Bc7! (2. Rh4? Qf6 
3.Kxf6 Bd8, etc.) 2...Rc7 (2...Bc7? 3. Re6 fe6 4. f7 Ke7 
5. £8(Q)) 3. Rh4 Of6 4. Kf6 Rc6 (4...Bc5 5. Rh8 Bf8 6. 
Rf8 Kf8 7. Rd8& mate) 5. bc6 Bd8 7. Rd8 Kd8 8. Rh2 


with a won ending. 
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Tournament Calendar 


Events marked with an asterisk offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members 


Date Event Location Discount 
January 12-14 Jessie Jeans Chess Tournament Santa Rosa * 

Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 
January 13-14 Sojourner Truth Chess Tournament for Girls Palo Alto r 

Doug Shaker, 2030 Mills Avenue, Menlo Park 94025 (650) 854-2545, doug @theshakers.org 
January 13-14 Region XI Women's Open Palo Alto . 

Doug Shaker, 2030 Mills Avenue, Menlo Park 94025 (650) 854-2545, doug @theshakers.org 
January 15 Jessie Jeans Game-in-50 Tournament Santa Rosa * 

Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 
February 17-19 People's Chess Tournament Berkeley 


Mike Goodall, 461 Peachstone Terrace, San Rafael 94903 (415) 491-1269 mike.goodall@worldnet.at 
Alan Glasscoe (510) 652-5324 


February 24 Henry Gross Memorial Game-in-45. San Francisco 
Joan Arbil, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room A08, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
March 3-4 CalChess State Scholastic Championships Santa Clara * 


Riley Hughes, 4019 Rector Common, Fremont 94538 (510) 623-1889 knowchess@aol.com 

Doug Shaker, 2030 Mills Avenue, Menlo Park 94025 (650) 854-9793, doug@theshakers.org 
March 24-25 Ohlone Spring Sectional Fremont : 

Hans Poschmann, 4621 Seneca Park Avenue, Fremont 94538 (510) 656-8505 hspwood2@home.net 
March 24 Central California Adult/Scholastic Amateur Turlock 

John Barnard, 3505 Spangler Lane #103, Copperopolis (209) 736-1223 

March 30-April 1 A.J. Fink Memorial Amateur San Francisco 

Joan Arbil, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 


—_ > OS eee COG 
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126 Fifteenth Ave. 
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The California Chess Journal is published six 
times yearly by CalChess, the Northern California 
affiliate of the United States Chess Federation. A 
CalChess membership costs $15 for one year, $28 
for two years, $41 for three years, and includes a 
subscription to the California Chess Journal plus 
discounted entry fees into participating CalChess 
tournaments. Scholastic memberships for students 
under 18 are $13 per year. Family memberships, 
which include just one magazine subscription, are 
$17 per year. Non-residents may subscribe to the 
California Chess Journal for the same rates, but re- 
ceive non-voting membership status. Subscriptions, 
membership information, and related correspon- 
dence should be addressed to CalChess member- 
ship secretary Frisco Del Rosario at 126 Fifteenth 
Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414 (650) 574- 
6029. 


The California Chess Journal gladly accepts sub- 
missions pertaining to chess, especially chess in 
Northern California. Articles should be submitted in 
electronic form, preferably in text format. Digital 
photographs are preferred also. We work on a 
Macintosh, but articles and photographs created in 
lesser operating environments will be accepted at 
126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414, 
or cattekin@best.com. All submissions subject to ed- 
iting, but we follow the unwritten rule of chess jour- 
nalism that editors shouldn’t mess with technical an- 
notations by stronger players. 

































The deadline for submissions for the May/June 
issue is April 2. We’re not kidding. 







Advertising Rates 
(Ask about huge discounts for multiple insertions) 
Back cover $125 Half Page $50 
Two pages $125 Quarter Page $25 
Full page $75 
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First job is to ask Elizabeth for money ...........ssssssssssesssssessessessnecnsenessessones, 
Sojourner Truth Chess Tournament for Girls 
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CalChess Patron Program” 


Recent financial problems at the USCF have impacted a variety) ©4 
programs, including those which formerly provided some level of ™ 
funding to state organizations. KI 

Traditionally, as an inducement to state organizations, the Usc} 4 
returned $1 of each adult membership and 50 cents of each youth 
membership to the state organization under SASP (State Affiliate ¢ 
Support Program). In 1999, SASP was cut in half, and in 2000, becai fo 
of continuing financial difficulties, SASP was eliminated. pl 

This resulted in a shortfall to the CalChess budget of nearly $2) 2 
and impacts our entire budget. The primary expense is the cost of | 
producing and mailing the California Chess Journal, which has rece 
been expanded from four to six issues per year. 

At the February 3, 2001, meeting of the CalChess Board in Sant 
Clara, it was decided to implement a Patron Program to help offset' 
drop in revenues. Members of CalChess or interested parties whoi 
to support the quality and growth of chess as a worthwhile activity 
Northern California are encouraged to participate. 

Send your contributions to CalChess membership secretary Fris 
Del Rosario, 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo, CA 94402. 


GOLD PATRONS ($100 or more) 
Fred Leffingwell 

Jim Eade 

Alan Kirshner 

Richard Koepcke 

Tom Dorsch 

Tom Maser 


SILVER PATRONS ($50 or more) 
BRONZE PATRONS ($25 or more) 
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Shulman, Ehlvest Lead the Field 





eee, 


ifty chessplayers 
representing seven 
countries — the 
United States, India, 
Belarus, England, 
| Russia, Estonia, and 
™ the Philippines — competed in the 
Koltanowski International the 
“7 week before Christmas at the 
Mechanics Institute Chess Room 
7 ‘in San Francisco. 
The Koltanowski International 
“\ awarded $8,000 in prize money. 
Alex Yermolinsky, the Mechanics 
~<Inctitute’s resident grandmaster, 
directed the event, assisted by 
“" Steve Brandwein. 
The field included four grand- 
“! masters and seven international 
masters. Jesse Kraai, Vladimir 
Mezentsev, and Cyrus Lakdawala 
ty, each earned an international 
¢ master norm at the event. It was 
Kraai’s third and last norm re- 
Sct quired for the title. 
t The one-game-per-day (Decem- 
. ber 14-22, plus one off day) 
, format enabled several Bay Area 
players to squeeze chess activity 
ol around work schedules and 
Christmas shopping. 





of 
ECE! 






Koltanowski International 
December 14-22, 2000 ¢ San Francisco 


nt | 1 Yury Shulman 7 $2000 

etl | 2-4 Jaan Ehlvest 

10 i Mladen Vucic 

ity! Jesse Kraai 6.5 $1000 
1U2400 _ Eric Schiller 6 $750 


Tis! | 2-3 U2400 Richard Lobo 

Aaron Stearns 5.5 $375 
1-3 U2200 Patrick McCollum 5 
Andy Lee 


Roger Poehlmann $500 





White: Yury Shulman (2636) 
Black: Jesse Kraai (2439) 
King’s Indian Defense 

Notes by GM Yury Shulman 


1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. 
e4 d6 5. Nf3 0-0 6. Be2 Nbd7 











Usually I prefer 6...e5, but I 
was afraid that my opponent, with 
an IM norm in his pocket, might 
exchange on e5 resulting ina 
game with drawish tendencies. 


7. 0-0 e5 8. Be3 Re8 


This line is not so often seen 
in grandmaster practice. 
Moldavian grandmasters Bologan, 
Rogozenko, and Jordacescu have 
found a way to develop Black’s 
kingside initiative after 9. d5 with 


9...Nh5 with the idea ...Bf8, ...Ng7, 


...Be7 and ...f5 to follow. 
9. d5 Ng4 10. Bg5 f6 
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11. Bh4 


Just once have I met this 
logical move in my previous 
games, in 1993 when I was still an 
expert. 11. Bd2 is another princi- 
pal line? 17.c2Nts 122 Nei 215013: 
Nd3 f5 14. f3 (14. ef5 e4 15. Bg4 
hg4 16. f6 Qf6 17. Nf4 BfS 18. Be3 
cS 19. dc6 bc6 20. Qa4 Rac8! with 
a good game for Black in Shipov- 
Shulman, Alushta 1994) Nh6 15. 
cS f4 16. Rcl a6!? and Black had 
good prospects for a kingside 
attack in Djurhuus-Shulman, 
Moscow (o]) 1994. 


11...h5 12. Nd2 


at Koltanowski International 


A. Chekaev has chosen 12. 
Nel Nf8 13. b4 a5 14. a3 with an 
interesting game. 


12...Nf8 13. Bg4 


Though this move was played 
by Najdorf, I believe it cannot be 
recommended. White offered 
interesting an pawn sacrifice in 
the game Buckley-McNub, 
Hampstead 1999: 13. b4 Qe7 14. 
c5!?, which Black wisely refused. If 
14...dc5 15. bcS Qc5 16. Nb5 Qb6 
17. Rcl Re7 18. Qb3, Black cannot 
prevent both threats — 19. d6 and 
19. Nc7 — and has a clearly worse 
position. 


13...hg4 14. £3? 


This continuation gives the 
initiative to Black. Stronger was 
14. b4. 


14...gf3 15. Qf3 Nh7 
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16. Nd1 


16. Bf2 was played in Najdorf- 
Geller, Moscow 1967, and after 
16...f5 17. Qg3 f4 18. Qg6, Black 
couldn’t get sufficient compensa- 
tion for the pawn. An improve- 
ment for Black would have been 
17...Nf8 18. cS f4 19. Qd3 g5 with 
good attacking prospects on the 
kingside. 


16...Rf8 17. g4 Bh6 18. Rf2 c6! 
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es to c8, 


ing the e4-square for his knight. 
Another way to develop Black’s 
initiative was 19...Kg7, planning 
to penetrate on the h-file with 
... Rh8 combined with ...Bg5 or 
...Bf4, and ...Ng5, but I believe 
that this was slower. 


20. Nfl cd5 


In the post-mortem, my 
Opponent said he was more afraid 
of 20...b5!? 21. dc6 bc4 22. Nde3 
Qb6 23. Kh1 Qc6 (23...Be3? 24. 
Ne3 Qc6 25. Nd5 gives White 
good pressure on the f-file) 24. 
Nd5 Rf7 and White cannot get his 
pawn back because of 25. Nf4 ef4 
26. Qf4? g5-+. I believe that 
20...cd5 gives Black better 
chances. 

21. ¢d5 

Now 21. ed5 doesn’t make so 
much sense, because a knight 
cannot go to e4 so easily, and 
Black can even try 21...b5 22. cb5 
Qb6 23. Kh] Qb5 with open files 
for the rooks and the a6-f1 
diagonal for the bishop. 


21...Bd7 22. Nc3 Rc8 


It looks like 22...Qa5 23. Bf2 
Ng5 24. Qd3 Qa6 25. Rdl Rac8 
would have been just a different 
move order. 


23. BF2 


White does not quite have 
time for 23. Khl because 
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23...Qa5 with the idea of ...b5 — 
or even an Immediate 23...b5 — 

will create unpleasant queenside 
pressure. 


23...Ng5 


If White were able to play h4, it 
would leave the knight on h7 
offside, but tactics help Black 
bring the knight back to the game. 


24. Qd3 Qa5 
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25. h4 Qaé! 
A nice trick. 
26. Rdl 


If White takes on a6 with the 
queen, Black has the in-between 
moves 26... Nh3 27. Kh1 Nf2 28. 
Rf2, so after 28...ba6 Black’s two 
bishops and White’s weak kingside 
pawns give Black a clear advan- 
tage. 


26...Re3 


It seems to be a sacrifice, but 
Black is able to recover the ex- 
change in all variations. 


27. Qa6é 


Two other possibilities were 
27. Qc3 and 27. bc3. For instance, 
27.Qc3 Rc8 (27...Qe2 also looks 
promising: 28. Ral [28. Qd3 Bg4 
29. Qe2 Be2 30. Rb] Nh3 31. Khl 
Bf3=+] Rc8 [28...Ne4 29. Qel gives 
White some relief] 29. Qa3 Nf3 30. 
Kh1 Qe4 31. Qd6 Nh4 32. Bh4 Rc? 
and Black’s attack looks decisive.) 
28. Qc8 (28. Qd3 Bb5 29. Qa3 Qa3 
30. ba3 Nh3 31. Kh1 Be2 or 28. 
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Qa3 Qa3 29. ba3 Nh3 30. Khjj § 
also lead to winning advantay ¢ 
for Black.) Bc8 29. hg5 fg5 giy i 
Black a big advantage becaug $ 
the threat 30...Bg4 and 31... P 
Also, 27. bc3 BbS 28. Qb1 Ni i 
Kh1 Bf1 30. Rf] Nd2-+. | 

| 

. 


27...Rh3! 


Threatening 28...Nf3 mat 
After 27...ba6 28. bc3 Ne4 24 
Rc8, Black has sufficient com 
sation, but I doubt he has mo 
than that. 

28. hg5 

28. Qd3? Nf3 29. Qf3 Rf3. 
28...ba6 29. gf6 RF6 

29...Kf7 also deserved coy; 
eration: 30. g5 Rfh8 (30...Rh5 
interesting with idea of ...Bh} 
Ba7 R8h5 32. Bb8 is unclear, 


30. Ba7 Bb5 





31. Bf2 


31. Rc2 was a better try, bi 
after 31...Rh4 32. Rc8 (worsea 
32. Rg2 Bfl 33. Rfl Bh2 34. Rh 
Rf1 35. Kf1 Rh2-+ and 32. Ne} 
Rh7 33. Bb6 Rb7-+) Kg7 33. Rd 
Kh6 34. Ne3 Be2, Black also ha 
clear advantage. 


31...Be2 32. Bh4 Bdl 33. Bfé 
g5? 

An easier win is 33...Bf3!} 
Be7! (34. Rc2 Be4 35. Rc8 [35.k 
Rh1 36. Kf2 Bd3 37. g5 Rf1 38. 
Kg2 Rcl-+] Kf7 36. g5 Bd5S-+) be 
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Threatening 37...Bf3, so White 
has to give a pawn back. 


37. Ng3 Bg4 38. Bb6 


On 38. Nf5 Bf5 39. ef5 Rd3, 
the d5-pawn is falling and White 
cannot take on g5 in view of a 
rook check on d2. 


38...Rh8 39. Bad Ke7 


39...Rc8 40. Bc3 Rc4 wins the 
e-pawn, but I had to keep in mind 
the drawish magic of opposite- 
colored bishops. 


40. Ne2 Be2 41. Ke2 Rh3 42. 
Bb6 Kf6 43. Kf2? 


43. Kf1! was the only move: 
43...Rhl1 (or 43...Kg6 44. Bc7 Re3 
45. Re2) 44. Rg] and it’s not so 
easy to prove that Black has 
winning chances! 
43...Kg6 44. Bc7 

44. Bd8 was an alternative, but 
Black could get the better game 
after 44...Kh5 (44...Re3?! 45. 
Bg5!) 45. Be7 g4 (45...Re3 46. Bg5 
Re4 47. Be7=) 46. Bd6 Re3 47. BcS 
Re4. 


44...Re3 45. Bd6 Re4 46. Bc5 


If 46. Be7 Rd4, and after Black 
wins the d6-pawn, the white king 
doesn’t penetrate on g4 as hap- 
pened in the game. 


46...Rc4 47. b4 Kf5 48. d6 Ke6 
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Black is going to play...e4, so 
my Opponent tries to get the g5- 
pawn for his d6-pawn, but the 
rook ending will be lost for White 
because his king is too far from 
the battle. 


49. Kf3 e4 50. Kg4 Bd6é 51. Bdé 


I thought 51. Be3 more stub- 
born, but it doesn’t really help: 
o1...Rb4 52. Bg5 Rb1-+. 


51...Kd6 52. Kg5 
52. Rb2 Ke5 53. b5 abS 54. 


Rb5 Kd4 and the e4-pawn will cost 


White his rook. 
52...Ke5 53. Rb2 Rc8 
93...€3 was easier and my 


Opponent was even surprised that 
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f 
This has become more py, 
in recent years. The idea is tlafter 
Same as in the line with S..\\ 


the 
— to bring the knight to f$ Spit 


ore 


“This opening line seems like an exception” 
after all, each position must be assessed onto an 


own merits” — 1M Vinay Bhat 


I didn't play it, but the game 
continuation is also an easy win. 


54. a4 


On 54. b5, the main idea for 
Black is to not let the white rook 
simultaneously defend the a2- 
pawn and give checks from be- 
hind: 54...Rg8 55. KhS abS 56. 
Rb5 Kf4 57. a4 (57. Rb7 would 


leave the a2-pawn hopeless) e3 58. 


Rb7 Re8-+. 
54...Rg8 55. Kh4 e3 56. b5 Kf4 


Black will get a rook for his 
pawn and White king is too far to 
help his pawn to create any 
counterplay 


57. Resigns 





White: Jaan Ehlvest (2628) 
Black: Vinay Bhat (2414) 
Advance French 

Notes by IM Vinay Bhat 

1. e4 e6 2.d4d5 3.e5 5 4. 3 
Nc6 5. Nf3 Nh6é 
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back 
betw 
this way, the bishop on f8 js,latte 
restricted and the knight can keeP 
come to f5 when the time is S 


6. a3 ~*~ 


0 
The idea behind such an from 

advance is to play b4. Then Baw 
will safeguard the d4 pawn 
against the combined attack; °*” 
Black’s queen and knights. Al __ 
White no longer has to worry “IS. 
about ...Qb2, and has also mi the! 
out ideas such as ...NaS or.) 400; 
An aggressive feature is the Pay! 
chance of dislodging the blad #89) 
knight from c6 with bS. Also, ©°"S 
assuming Black has played ., /¢28: 
White can gain time to carry) 
the strong knight manoeuvre! | 3: § 
a4-c5 by attacking the queen’ 16. ( 
route. Qbs 

Alternatives for White ind P°*! 
6. dc5 Bc5 (6...Ng4? 7. Qa4!),¢ 2° +! 
6. Bh6 gh6, doubling Black’s “°!§ 
pawns — usually, such doubl and 
pawns are to be avoided, but! ae 
opening line seems like an ext “M8 
tion. After all, each positions ©°™ 


: V 
be assessed on its own merits ka 
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Bhat Beats Ehlvest’s 


yy Black’ s idea in this variation is to 
a White’s center with ...Bg7 
yj an nd ...16. 


G 
D- Nf5 7. b4 cd4 8. cd4 Qb6 
I Now we are back in more 


ZL, mainstream lines. 


3. Be3 
yx 9. Bb2 is the main alternative 


4% 


Ind slightly more popular. Now 
Five: is at a crossroads. He can 


play either 9...Bd7 or 9...Be7. The 
first of these allows White to drive 
re Diback the knight with 10 g4, when 
AS tlafter 10...Nh6 11 Rg] the crux of 
the position is whether the dis- 
) ruption of White’s kingside is 
— more important than the offside 
On knight. 
' Instead, 9...Be7 enables Black 
y to answer 10. g4 with 10...Nh4, 
when the knight isn’t pushed 
back. So White normally chooses 
__ between 10. Bd3 or 10. h4. The 
8 js ,Jatter idea is to advance g4 whilst 
ca Keeping the black knight out of 
» jgph4, so Black usually responds 
10...h5. Then it becomes a ques- 
tion of who has benefited most 
1 al from the insertion of the two rook 
en tinawn moves. 


m 
eke 9 O? 


; A; This is not the main move in 
yrry this line, but I was not aware of 
) ry, the main line theory in this posi- 
y_jtion, and I did not want to risk 
he Playing something I did not know 
lai ABainst a strong GM. 9...f6!? is 
Iso, considered to be the most chal- 
1  Jenging response. Then after 10. 
Tye Bd3 Ne3 11. fe3 feS 12. b5 Nd4! 
vre) 13. ed4 e4 14. Be4! de4 15. NeS g6 
ep; 16. 0-0 Bg7 17. Kh1 Be5 18. de5 
Qb5 19. Nc3 Qe5 20. Qb3 the 
ind POSition is very unclear. Black is 
i) no less than three pawns up, but 
1 he is way behind in development 
ibe And the dark squares around his 
uti , king are inviting for White’s 
ea knight, especially if he can get 
np Control of the e4 square. Other 
rit; Moves include 9...Be7, 9...Bd7, 
and 9...Ne3. 
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10. Bd3 Ne3 11. fe3 Bh6é 12. 
Qe2 


This is the normal move in 
this position. 12. Qd2 is the latest 
wrinkle, a played by Morozevich 
at the FIDE knockout champion- 
ships at India just a week before 
this game. Ehlvest, who was at 
that tournament, admitted that he 
did not remember the game, and 
neither was I aware of it. In any 
case, though, it does not seem too 
dangerous as the white queen 
always feels the pressure of the 
h6-bishop: 12...Bd7 13. Nc3 Ne7 
14. g4 gave a small advantage to 
White in Morozevich-Milos, WCh 
2000. 


12...Bd7 13. Nbd2 


The idea is to come to c5 
again, but via b3. If 13. Nc3, the 
plan is to go to c5 via a4, which 
would give White a major advan- 
tage. Then 13...Ne7 stops Na4 just 
in time, and the Nc3 is a target: 
14. 0-0 Rc8 15. Racl Nf5 16. Bf5 
gf5 17. Rc2 Qa6é! 18. Rfcl Rc3 19. 
Qa6é Be3 20. Kf1 Rc2 21. Qb7 Rcl 
22. Ke2 f4 and Black was winning 
in Wall-Lputian, 1999. 


T 3...a5! 


This is necessary if Black 
wants to stay in the game. Jan 
Thompson repeated this variation 
against Ehlvest later in the tourna- 
ment, but Il am assuming he didn’t 
know of this game. After 
13...Ne7? 14. Nb3 a6 15. Nc5 Bb5 
16. Bb5 ab5 17. g4, White gota 
large advantage — he has more 
space and Black has no 
counterplay. Ehlvest-Thompson, 
San Francisco 2000. 


14. b5 Ne7 
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Alb) 17. g4! and Bla 
take on e3: : 
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Now White is at a crossroads. 
Either he allows Black to fix the a- 
and b-pawns with ...a4 (as he did 
in the game) or he can play a4 
himself but allow Black’s knight to 
get to f5. 


15. g4 


Stopping ...Nf5. However, this 
is probably the wrong decision. 

15. a4!? 

A) 15...Rc8 16. Nb3 Angling for 


Al) 16...Nf£5? 

Ala) 17.Bf5?! ef5! (17...gf5? 18. 
h3!, with the idea of g4 and g5, 
gives White a small advantage. 
Although the black bishop on h6 
can get to b4, the light squared 
bishop will be forever entrenched 
on d7.) After this, White doesn’t 









active pieces, and . 
placed White king 4 
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2b) 19...0-0 20. Racl Ob6 
when Black is doing fine. The loss 
of the exchange isn’t a big prob- 
lem because White can’t take 
much advantage of it. Also, Black 
has two bishops, and some weak 
pawns to harass. 21. g4 White’s 
idea is to start an attack on the 
kingside. If White does get the 
chance to play h4-h5, and so on, 
then the extra exchange will be a 
problem, but Black can stop that 
idea with 21...f6 22. ef6 Rf6 and 
the threat of ...e5-e4 is hard to 
meet. White can’t move his king 
because the e-pawn will hang, and 
on 23. h4, Black can play 23...e5 
24. g5 Rf7 25. Kg] Bg4 when Black 
is winning! 

B) 15...Nf5 16. g4 Be3 
(16...Ne3? 17. g5) 17. gf5 Bd4 18. 
Rcl gf5 and the position is very 
messy. Black is probably OK in 
any case though — he has three 
pawns for the piece, and White’s 
pieces and king are not on great 
squares. 

Finally, 15. Nb3!? 15...Rc8 
(15...Nf5!? 16. g4 a4 17. NcS QaS 
18. Qd2 Qd2 19. Kd2 Be3 20. Ke2 
Bd4 21. Nd7 Kd7 22. Ra2 Bc5 23. 
efS gf5) 16. a4 transposes to 
15.a4!? Rc8 16.Nb3. 


15...a4 


Now White is stopped from 
getting a knight to c5 and his a- 
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and b-pawns are fixed. This means 
that many endgames will be 
favorable for Black because of the 
weak white pawns that can be 
attacked by the pair of bishops. 


16. 0-0 0-0 17. h4!? 


White tries to start an attack 
on the kingside, but this is com- 
pletely unfounded. White should 
probably play quietly with 17.Rfcl 
and try to exchange off pieces and 
survive with his weaknesses, of 
which there are many, at a3, b5, 
and e3. Black also has two bish- 
ops. I have to admit I prefer 
Black’s position. 


17...Rac8 
Heading for c3. 
18. h5? gh5! 19. g5 


This makes sense, but it fails 
miserably. The alternatives are 19. 
gh5 and 19. Rf2. After 19. gh5 Nf5 
(White is still kicking on 19...Rc3 
20. Kh] Kh8 21. Rg] Nf5 22. Nf1), 
White must take or the e3- and d4- 
pawns will fall. 20. BfS ef5 and 
now: 

A) 21. Rf2? Bb5 22. Rg2 Kh8 
23. Qel Rg8-+; 

B) 21oKbi Res. 22.-Re1-Kb8 23. 
Ng5 (23. Nfl Bb5 24. Qd2 Qc6-+) 
23...£6! Opening up the center and 
the e8-h5 diagonal. 24. ef6 Qf6 25. 
Ndf3 Be8!-+ The h5-pawn is lost, 
and after that, the curtain falls on 
White; 

Cpe ORT? Zi wiRe3'22, Rie! 
Kh8 23. Nb] Rd3 24. Nbd2 Qb5 
25. Nfl Rg8 26. Kh] Rc3 with the 
idea of ...Qb5-d3 and then either 
...Qe4 or ...f4. 

19. Rf2 was an interesting 
option, but the attack still fizzles 
out quickly: 19...hg4 20. Rg2 Nf5 
21. Rg4 Kh8 22. Nfl Rg8 23. Rg8 
Rg8 24. Kh] Qc7 and Black is 
pretty much winning with an extra 
pawn, more active pieces, and two 
bishops, while White’s king is still 
seeking shelter. 


19...Bg7 20. Kf2 Rc3! 21. Rh 
Nf5 
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22. Nel 


This stops the threat of...) 
but it leaves White vulnerable 
the kingside. 22. Rh5 was thebw st 
practical chance, although it} a 
as well. 22...Bb5!? (22...Rd3?) °” 
idea in some lines, but I douh 22.. 
that it works here: 23. Qd3 Bh h 
24. Qc3 is better for White. J¢ more 
see how Black continues with! 93, ¢ 
attack.) 23. Bb5 (23. Rb1 Bd3) ; 
Qd3 Qc6 25. Qb5 Qb5 26. Rb5 Qe 3 
27. Rb7 Ne3 is easily winning! h 
Black.) 23...Re3 24. Qf1 andj) UC‘ 
has three main choices here, }j pe 
all three lead to better positio: Qe 
for Black! 

A) 24...Bxe5!? 25. Bd3 (25, 
Ra3 26. Kg2 Ne3 27. Kh3 Nfl! 
Ra3 Qb5 29. Nfl Qf] is winnin 
for Black, and so is 25. Kg2 Be 
26. Ra2 Qc7!?) 25...Bd4 and n 

Al) 26. Nd4 Qd4 27. Nf3 0) 
(27...Qb2! 28. Be2 Re2 29. Qe? 
Qal-+) 28. Rh3 Rd3 29. Qd3 Q 
+ 24.. 

A2) 26. Bf5 Ra3 27. Kg2 ki 
28. Bh7 Kg7 29. Bb1 f5 The id goo 
...£5 is to cut off any attempts 95. 
White to stir up play on the 
kingside. 30. Qh] However, Wi 
still has some chances in this 
position, although Black must 
winning; 

B) 24...Rc3 is probably the 
worst of the three choices. Bli 
ends up better, but White cani 27. 
fight. 25. Bd3 BeS 26. BfS Bdé. 
Kg2 ef5. 


PRES 1 
he hi 


20m 
28. 

Bh4 
win 
wo! 
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o Stearns Second Under 2400 at Kolty 


D) C) 24...Nd4 This was what I pea 31.Ne3 Qd4is theend —_ 16, Rhb1 Bc6 17. a4 a6? 

i erin eg KfA (26 ee ES ENS Black said that he wanted to 

ay bas my prevent BbS because he thought | 
p Kd3 Qb5 27. Kce2 Ne3; 26. Ke2 White: Aaron Stearns (2329) would get a lot of pressure after 


y ee . 
3 /.Ng3) 26...Bxeo" 27. Ke5 (27. Nes Black: Nambiar Vivek (2187) __Bb5 abS. L agree that White 


Ys 63 28, Kg4 Qg3 mate) 27...Qd6 — French McCutcheon ti 

x a Kf6 e5! 29. Kf5 Qe6 mate; Notes by NM Aaron Stearns ce ees BpoC Fe as ee 
2 c2) 25. Nd4 Qd4 26. Nf3 Rf3! Se Oe eae 3 

Y), 428, Kf2 (28. Kg3 OeS 1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. compelled to initiate the ex- 

7, 27. 13 Qe rook) 28 Of 59, BGS Bb4 5. e5 hé 6. Bd2 Bc3 7. change. Further, I must carefully 

y picks up eee. rene ' be3 Ne4 8. Qg4 g6 9. Bd3 Nd2 consider trading the bishops since 


y} Kgl Qg4 and the hs-rook hangs; 10. Kd2 c5 Black might be able to counterat- 


25. Bd3 25...Nf5 and now: 

7): oe 3 Ka? Bes (26...0b2!?) Althonabdiplamthaerench tack with ...Rc4 in the future. 

97. BES ef5 28. NeS ReS is also Defense as Black, I am happy to 18. Rb6! 

better for Black; meet it as White. Playing against I played this move for two 

C3b) 26. Bf5 26...Re5!? 27.Kg2 the McCutcheon is especially fun. mainreasons. First, I wanted to 

t RfS when Black is much better — At this moment White has advan- ___ restrain Black’s pawns for the 
ible ye has four pawns for a piece, and _ tages in both space and time. foreseeable future. Second, I 
the! white’s pieces are uncoordinated _—‘ Further, because of the good wanted to isolate Black’s queen. 
Ath and exposed. bishop against bad, and the open 18...0-0? 


37 js b-file, White has better prospects 
yuh 22..-h4 in the ending. The position of the White’s next is too obvious to 
Bi; «= Now the threat of ...Ng3 causes white king looks a little precari- award with an exclamation, Black 
Ig more problems for White. ous, but with a little care the pawn is strategically lost. White can 
attack on the kingside while 


ith! 23, Qh5 Be5! 24. Kg2 mass will help to keep it safe. 

: Ranaiie on 24deS Meanwhile, White can open up the Black's queen is held on the other 

Rb} - kingside and lack’s ki side of the board. 

RD 403 25, Kg2 (25. Kf1 Ng3 picks up Kingside and put Black's king 

i the queen) Qd2 26. Be2 (26. Qe2 under pressure. 19. h5 Kg7! 

é : Qg5 27. Kf2 Qg3 28. Kf1 Ne3 29. 11. Nf3 Nc6 12. h4 Qa5 13. QfF4 The most accurate defense. 

iti Qe3 Qe3-+, or 26. Kg] Qe3 27.Kg2 c¢d4?! During the game | thought Black’s 
Rd3 28. Nd3 Qg3 29. Kfl Qd3 30. My opponent was happy to best try was 19...g5 20. f4 gf4, but 

,, Kel Qc3 and mate follows in six Hage deol he would not last long after 21. 

oH Re3 and the house Soe ee Ri iy F les 21 KE? 22 

FY Oe a 20 Pe doubled c-pawns. I was also or Se ae 

min 12 ls ae amas : ; 5 oe happy since in the resulting Of4! Qb6 23. Qf6 Kg8 24. Rf3. 

) Bd (24...ef9? 29. !Re8 26.Q position I have a well-posted 20. Rh1! 


a Kf8 leaves Black with only a small queen and clear squares in front 


n0 
3 pO ea oe Kg2 ef5 and Black of my kingside pawns so that they 
Qe? as two bishops, two extra pawns, = can advance. 13...Bd7 was a 


3 and a strong attack. reasonable alternative although 
24...Bg3 we might have transposed into the 
D Ri 24...Ne3 25. Kf3 Nf5 is also game after 14. Rhb1. 
jdt good enough to win. 14. Nd4 Nd4 15. Qd4 Bd7 
pis, 25, Ndf3 Ne3 26. Kg1 Nf5 Here I had to choose between 
“fi Keeping things simple. attacking on the kingside or the 
pig 20---RA3!? 27. Nd3 QbS 28. Nfel queenside. I thought that opening 
ys (28: Ndel Qf1 mate) Qc4 29.Rh4 = UP the kingside here might be to 
- Bh4 30. Qh4 Nf5, and Black is my opponent’s advantage because 
the Winning, but there is still some after the position gets a little 
p, Work to be done. are, he ate can aise sete 
at : and mount a counter attack using 
a 27. Ral 651 28. Resigns the likely-to-be-opened g-file. 
| 28. BES BES 29. Nh4 Be4 30. Thus, I thought it was best to stall 
Neg2 Rel! leaves White with too any action on the kingside until he 





many problems to solve. For moved his queen rook. 
ee 
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Lee Shares 


20...g5 21. £4 gf4 22. Rh4 





22...f5 


Black would like to make room 
for his king to run with a move 
like 22...Rg8, but that does not 
work here since White has 23. 
Rg4 Kf8 (23...Kh8 24. Qf4 Rg4 25. 
Qh6 Kg8 26. Bh7 Kh8 27. Bg6+-) 
24. Qc5 Ke8 25. Rg8& Kd7 26. Qd6 
mate. 


23. ef6 RF6 24. Rg4! 


The most precise move. White 
chooses a forcing line which 
denudes Black’s king. 


24...Kf7 25. RF4 RF4 26. QF4 Ke8 
Moving the king to the g-file 
would prolong the game only for a 
few more moves, all of which 
would be forcing. For example, 


26...Kg8 27. Qg3 Kf7 28. Qc7 Kf6 
29. Rc6. 


27. Qc7 Resigns 


A picturesque final position. 
The black queen is still cut off 
from the action by the placement 
of the white rook. The only way 
to prevent White’s threatened 
mate starting with 28. Bg6 is 
27...Bd7, but then 28. Re6 picks 
up the queen. 





White: Andy Lee (2163) 
Black: Daniel Rensch (2267) 
Nimzo-Indian Defense 
Notes by NM Andy Lee 
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U2200 Priz 


This was the crucial last-round 
game with $500 on the line. 


1...Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. e3 
b6 5. Ne2 Bb7 


)...Ba6 is more aggressive. 
6. a3 Be7?! 


Black needs to capture on c3 
to avoid losing space in the cen- 
ter; 


7. d5 0-0 8. Ng3 a5 9. Be2 b5? 
This loses a pawn. Black had 

to try 9...Na6, although 10. Rb] 

gives him problems. 

10. Bf3 


Now 11. d6! is a dangerous 
threat. 


10...Qc8 


The alternative is 10...b4 11. 
d6! Bd6 12. Bb7 Ra7 13. ab4 Rb7 
14. baS. 


11. cb5 Nd5 12. Bd5! ed5 13. 
Nd5 Qd8 14. 0-0 d6 15. Qd4?! 


Pressing the attack too soon. 
15. Nh5 is also tempting, but the 
simple 15. e4 is best, since it frees 
the queen from defense of the 
Nd5 and opens a diagonal for the 
passive queen bishop. 


15...Bd5 16. Qd5 Nd7 17. b3 Bf6 
18. Ra2 Re8 





19. f4? 
Critically weakening the 


center. White should hurry to 
consolidate with 19 a4. 


California Chess Journal 


e at Kolty 


19...Nb6! 20. Qc6 a4? 


This looks strong, but it| 
critical time. Black should p 
for the center with 20...d5!) 
Rc2 Rc8 22. Rdl Re6 23. Qcs; 
since 24. ed4? loses to 24. } 


21. bad 


21. b4? d5! gives Black aj) 
compensation in the world. 


21...Na4 22. Re2 Nc5 23. Rd! 
Qe7 24. e4! 


Threatening the devastin 
C3. 


24...Qe6! 


A nice countershot. 24. } 
leads to a lost ending after 2: 
Re2 d5! 26. Qd5 Nc3 27. Re7} 
28. Re8 Re8 29. Rd5 Rel 30.7 
Rcl 31. Ne4. 


25. Qd5 


Practically forced, since pr 
ther 25. Qc7? Rac8 26. Qbé6 (j 
27.Rcd2 nor 25. e5?! Bh4 26, 
Bg3 27. hg3 cd6 is too appeal 


25...Qg4? 


Black should bail out into; 
ending with 25...Qd5 26. RdS 
27. Ne4 Re4 28. Rc7 and now 
28...Rd4! gives chances to dra 
but the tempting 28...Bd4? ru 
Into 29. Rd4!! Rd4 30. b6 Rb8: 
b7 Re4 32. a4 h6 33. Rc8! (33, 
Rel 34. Kf2 Rcl! =) Re8 34. Re 
Re8 35. a5) and White’s pawns 
unstoppable. 


26. Rc4 Rad8 27. Rf1! 


The last two prophylactic 
moves have created an unenvi 
position for Black. One rook 
guards the fourth rank and th 
other threatens to come to f3: 
trap the queen after Nf5. 


27...Qd7 28. a4 Ne6 29. Be! 
Rb8 30. Rfcl Bd8?! 


Black needed to keep the 
rooks connected. 


31. f5 Nf8 32. Bd4 Qe7 33.5 


There are two winning at- 
tempts on the kingside, 33. f6: 


Continued on Pag 
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l CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ADULT/SCHOLASTIC AMATEUR 2001 


a For Those Rated Under 2000 and Beginners 
dik USCF Quick Rated Chess Event - 1 Section - 6 Rounds in 1 Day 


5! 2) 


65 Saturday March 24 


Turlock Christian High School 
“f Monte Vista Chapel, Corner of Monte Vista Ave & Berkeley Rd Turlock, CA 


“ Guaranteed $1,200 Cash Prizes 


AND 14 PLAQUES AWARDED 


4 Ist Place $200 2nd Place $100 
“| Class Rating Cash Prize Class Rating Cash Prize 
OA 1800-1999 $100 F 800-999 $100 
a &B 1600-1799 $100 G 600-799 $100 
“COC 1400-1599 $100 H-J 000-599 $100 
a |UD 1200-1399 $100 Beginners/Unrated $100 
E 1000-1199 $100 YOU CAN JOIN USCF AT SITE 


nto} 


xs You can win both a place and section cash prize! 
ie Plaques to Ist Place - Ist Unrated - Ist Senior (60+) 
bs: Scholastic Plaques Awarded to Ist Place in the following grades 


k  K - 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th 


Plaque for best performing school (cumulative top four scores) 
Time Control: Game in 29 Minutes Each ( Recording moves not required) 
tic Entry Fee: $30 (youth under 20 is $20 - Unrated is $20) if received by 3/23/01 ($5 more at sife) 
nv ~=—- Registration at site: 8:30 - 9:30 Players Meeting: 9:30 
ok —_ Round Schedule: 10:00 - 11:15 - 12:30 - 1:45 - 3:00 - 4:15 Bring Set, Board & Clock 
f3, Prize Presentation: 6:00 PM or earlier If you have no quick rating, 
Half Point Bye: Available in Round 1 if Requested with Entry your regular rating will be used 
Be} Tle Break for Plaques: Game in 5 Minute Matches 
Entry: Style Essentials, 3505 Spangler #103, Copper, CA 95228 Info: John Bamard 209 785-7895 


0 0000000600000 00000 OCC OSEOUOOCEO OORT EEO OEOOOSS OSCE SOOO OOODES OOOO SOODO CO OSE COCEDODOS DE OES OS OSS EOO SO COODS OSE SA OSEST OOS OO OSLI SS ODS OOO SO SOSIDI OSS OOSOOLUSOLI OOOO OLSSLTAPODLOOO? 








, NGi CG abst og 3 cost . .Quiek Rating Regular Rating Exp Date 

a Agere i teak ia) 6 einsiieuey ape ete  Pagned 

¢, Youth or Senior Age___. Grade School USCF ID# 

Pasi Circle: Adult $30 Adult Unrated $20 Youth $20 Youth Unrated $20 


ne ae ipiene—epeeteeadeek — aegreetoeeree 
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against bi 






natural win 








35...Bg5 36. Ric 
c5 38. Qd5 


38. Qd7? is even worse, since 
it lets the black knight out. 


38...Ra8 39. Rb2 h6 40. Rb3 
Bd4? 


The bishop needs to continue 
convering the cl-square with 
40...Bg5, after which White has 
nothing better than 41. b7 Ra7 
42. b8(Q) Rb8 43. Rb8 Ra4 44. Ra4 
Qa4, but the win is much more 
difficult without both rooks. 


41. b7 Ra7 42. b8(Q) Rb8 43. 
Rb8 Rad 44. Rcl 

The key move. Now one white 
rook attacks Black’s weak back 
rank while the other defends its 
Own. 
44...Be5 45. Rcb1 Ra7 


The immediate 45...Qe7 is met 
by 46. Qc6 and it’s all over. 


46. Nf1! 


Rerouting the knight toa 
powerful post on f3, c4, or d5. 


46...Qe7 47. Nd2 Bf4 


No better is 47...Kh7 48. Nf3 
Nd7 49. R8b7 Rb7 50. Rb7 Qe8 51. 
Rd7! Qd7 52. Ne5 Qa4 53. Nf3. 


48. Nf3 Rd7? 


Black finally cracks, but there 
was no way to Save the position: 
48...Kh7 49. Qc6! Nd7 (49...Qd7 
50. Qb6!) 50. Qc8! Nb8& 51. Rb8& 


. Ng] Rg] 53. Kg] Bh2 54. 
ad to unstoppable threats 
back rank. 





S Notes by NM Alan Kobernat 


1. d4 f5 2. Nc3 





taking Black away from the nor- 
mal Dutch variations arising from 
2. C4, 2. Nf3, or 2. g3. They all 
succeed more or less, anda 
Leningrad Dutch (involving a 
kingside fianchetto) player isn’t 
happy to abandon his strategy as 
soon as move 2, but sometimes 
Black needs to play ...d5 to con- 
test White’s e4 advance. 


2...d5 


2...Nf6 and 2...g6 are the main 
alternatives. 


3.e4 

Anyway! White plays in the 
spirit of the Staunton and the 
Blackmar-Diemer gambits. 
3...ade4 


3...e4? 4. QhS g6 5. Qd5 Nf6 6. 
Qd8 Kd8 7. Bc4 gives White the 
advantage. 


4. f3 


The coffeehouse master 
Gedult used to play 4. Bg5 here, 


-and Benjamin has tried 4. Bf4. By 


transposition, we have reached an 
unlikely variation of the Blackmar- 
Diemer Gambit: 1. d4 d5 2. e4 de4 
3. Nc3 f5 (3...Nf6 is almost always 
played) 4. f3. 
4...Nf6 

Older sources cite 4...e5 5. de5 
Qd1 6. Kd1 as the way to Black’s 
advantage, but I’ve found play to 
be equal. Interesting is 5. Be3 
when 5...f4 seems quite strong (6. 


-runches the Anti-Dutch cg, 


Bf2? e3 and 6. Bcl Qh4 both; 

to big Black advantages), but P2Y6 
fe4! fe3 7. QhS Kd7 8. 0-0-0140 2° 
9. BbS Ke7 (9...c6 10. Rd4 By 0° 
e5+-) 10. Rd4! Qd4 11. Qeg yt? P 
(11...Kf6 12. NF3! +- Qc5? 13, 82 
Kf5 14. Qc8 and mate in 4) }) pele 
and things are so bad for Bla 9...f! 
that the desperate 12...Qc3, 8B 
be ignored for a bit: 13. Rdlj after 


14. Qf8 Kb5 15. bc3 +-. re 
5. Bg5 10.. 

5. fe4 fe4 6. Bc4 Nc6 is eq  ?P 
5...Nc6 accu 


A common idea for Black; 12.1 
the Staunton Gambit, counter, 
tacking d4 while the pawn on' 
makes the natural defense Nf 
unavailable. 5...ef3 6. Nf3 hé: 
Bf6 ef6 and 8. Bc4 or 8. Nh4 |p 
to the type of game White aim 
for. 


6. Bb5 


6. d5 NeS 7. fe4 Ne4 8. Ned 
9. Qd4 Nf7 10. Bf4 eS or 10..4 
are equal. 


6...Bd7 


I spent time thinking abou 
6...Qd6, but couldn’t evaluate; 
Literally I would examine 2-4 
moves and lose my train of 
thought — even the sequence} edg 
had gotten me there. After Bd7 
6...Qd6, 7. dS a6 8. dc6 ab5 9,( Nf2 
cd6 10. NbS Kf7 11. cb7 Bb7In 20. 





even. Qd4 

7. BF6 13 
7. fe4 fe4 8. Nge2= 

7...ef6 14 


As usual, recapturing with! @9 
g-pawn leads to trouble: 7...gf 


fe4 Bg7 9.d5 Ne5 10. Bd7 and! Ne? 
Qh5. 18. 
8. fe4 fea 9. Nge2 pee 


9. Bc6 Bc6 10. dS Bd711.¥ 7: 
Qe7 12. Qe2 BFS 13. Ng3 Bg4 1: 
Qe7 Be7 15. h3 Bd7 16. Nle2: y9. 
17. c4 Rae8 18. 0-0 is a little £4 
better for Black after either 
18...b5!? or 18...Bc5. The move 
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h Schiller Scores on Both Side: 


= 


but 


wh 
t Bat 
8 Ki 
13.4 
t) 2 


Blac 


Ca n 


played in the game enables Black 
‘to hold the extra pawn without 
too much pain. Also, allowing me 
to play ...f5 twice in the same 
game must at least be a psycho- 
logical error. 
9.5 10. Nf4 
Black also has an advantage 


dij after 10. 0-0 Bd6 11. Qd2 a6 or 


3 ql 


ick j 
Iter; 
| On! 


r 


1 O80: 

10...Qg5 11. 0-0 0-0-0 
Perhaps 11...Bd6 was more 

accurate. 

12. Ned5 


4 
Y 
a 


On 
pee “—— 
satomiw S 


“a 
: 


kt 
a6 oe 
i BOR 
Pee 





 12...Bd6 
12...Ne7! increases Black’s 


| edge:13. Nh3 Qh6 14. Ne7 Be7 15. 


Bd7 Rd7 16. RfS Qe3 17. Khl (17. 
Nf2 g6 18. Rf7 Bh4 19. Qg4 Bf2 


, 20. Rf2 Rf8 21. Rafl Rf2 22. Rf2 


Qd4). 
13. c3 Rhe8 14. b4?! 

Or 14. Qh5 h6 with a big lead. 
14...Ne7! 15. Bd7 Rd7 16. Nh3 
Qg6? 

Better is 16...Qh6, since 17. 
Ne7 Rde7 18. Rf5 can be met by 
18...Qe3 19. Rf2 Qc3, and White’s 
position is collapsing. 

17. Ndf4 Qh6 18. Qa4 g5 
18...a6 first might be easier. 


19. Qa7 c6 20. Qa8 Bb8 21. Ne2 
f4 


21...Qd6 22. Ng3 (22. g3 Qh6- 
+)h5 23. NgS h4 24. Nf7 Qd5-+. 






22. b5 £3 23.Ng3 g4? 
23...fg2 24. Kg2 Nd5 
24. bc6? 


White had a chance to equal- 
ize by 24. Nf2! fg2 25. Rfel Rf8 
26. Ng4 Of4 27. Re4 QOf3. By 
capturing on c6, White enables 
Black to guard e4 with his rook. 
24...Nc6 25. Nf2 Qf4 

Also winning was 25...e3 26. 
Ng4 f2 27. Nf2 ef2 28. Rf2 Qe3 
29. Nf5 Qc3 30. Rb1 Rel 31. Rel 
Qel 32. Rf1 Qe4. 

26. gf3 gf3 27. Rab1 h5 28. Rb 

Overly cautious in mutual 
time trouble. 28...h4 wins be- 
cause 29. Rc6 bc6 30. Qc6 Kd8 is 
not a problem for Black. 


29. Nh3 


29. Rb5 h4 30. Rc5 Nc6 31. 
Rc6) leads to the previous note. 
29...Qe3 30. Kh1 h4 31. Nf5 
Qe2 32. Rg! 


Stops the mate on g2, but not 


20.Qxe4 dxe4 2] Nfd4 Ne5!, ‘the 
knight will get to d3, but White can 
create some counterplay by 22. g5 
Nd3 23. Rc2 Nd5 24. Nel. 


20. hg4 Qd7 21. Kg2 

Computer analysis prefers 
moving a knight, but by advancing 
the king I get to support the g3- 
square and threaten the deadly 
doubling of rooks on the h-file. Is 
the one on h2. 32. Rf2 Qel 33. 21. Nh2 Bh2 22. Kh2 Qg4 really 
Ng1 Rg8! 34. Qb7 Rb7 35. Ng3 better than the game? 
Qf2 36. Nf3 ef3 37. Rc6 Nc6 and 21...Qg4 22. Ng3 d4!? 
mate next. 


32...Qh2 mate 


White: Eric Schiller (2229) 
Black: Igor Ivanov (2523) 
Tarrasch Defense 
Notes by FM Eric Schiller 
1. d4 d5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. e3 c5 4. 
c4 e6 5. Nc3 

I won with the Tarrasch as 
Black in the previous round, so 
why not try my luck as White? 
5...Nc6 6. cd5 ed5 7. Bb5 Bdé 8. 
dc5 Bc5 9 .0-0 aé!? 


Black routinely castles here. 
10. Bd3 Bg4 11. h3 Bh5 


Black can’t retreat to f5 in this 
move order, so it is a question of 
exchanging or retreating to h5. 


12. a3 0-0 13. g4 Bg6 





Offering up the pawn four 
different ways. I decide to take it 
with the queen, after getting rid of 
the pesky knight. 22...Bg3 23. fg3+. 


23. Rc6!? 


23. ed4 Ne7 (23...Bg3 24. fg3) 
24. Rh] Nd5! is unclear, while 23. 
Nd4 Bg3 24. fg3 NeS 25. Qb3 Qe4 
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A) 24. Re6?! - “This was the 


prime candidate for me during the 


game. I don’t know whether I 
would have played it if I actually 
had to analyze the position at the 


CalChess Directors Set 





sap 24...bc6. 
24. Qd4 Qf3 


24...Qd4 26. Nd4 Rg3 26. fg3 
bc6 27. Nc6 Rc8 28. Rcl +-. 


25. Kgl Bf8 


Budget, Seek Cash 


The CalChess board of direc- 
tors met on February 3 in Santa 
Clara. 

Board of directors is in place 
until September 1, at which time 
there will be elections for open 
board positions. 

Tom Dorsch will lead a donor 
program. 

Motion passed unanimously: 
Budget is $6500 for California 
Chess Journal (ad revenue will 


also go to editor), $700 for miscel- 


Janeous membership services, and 
$200 for Denker Tournament of 
High School Champions represen- 
tative. 

California Chess Journal will 
be published by editor Frisco Del 
Rosario six times a year. 

Frisco Del Rosario to take over 
membership secretary responsi- 
bilities from Doug Shaker. 

Motion Passed: Tournament 
organizers paying a suggested 
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minimum fee of $1 per adult 
entrant (.50 for scholastic tourna- 
ments) will receive CalChess 
mailing labels, and half-page ad 
for each tournament, if ad is 
provided to editor by submission 
deadline. 

Richard Koepcke will act as 
chairman of bylaws committee. 
Intent is to write updated by- 
laws. Tom Dorsch will provide 
copy of current bylaws to Doug 
Shaker, for publication to Cal- 


‘Chess alias. 


Bylaws Committee will exam- 
ine and define Governence Guide- 
lines for CalChess tournaments 
(that is, CalChess scholastics and 
Labor Day state championship). 

Need Scholastic representative 
identified. Alan Kirshner to 
address. 

Next meeting is May 26, 2001, 
at Memorial Day tournament. 


Norms at Kolty Int’ 


24... O86 (24...£g6 25. es 


25...Qf6 26. Rd6 Rg3 27. {) 
Qd4 28. Rd4 Rd4 29. Bd4+.. 


26. Qd8! 
After 26. Qe3 Qe3 27. fe3) 


28. Bd4 Rd5, Black might be ak 
to get rid of the remaining pa 


26...bc6 27. Qd4 
Good enough, but missing, « 
shot 27. Bg7!! Kg7 28. Qd4+.,\ 
27. fe3?? Qg3 28. Kh] Qh3+s 
27...Rd3 28. Qe4 f5 29.Qxé3 
Simplest. If 29. Qe6 Kh7 x 
Qe8, then 30...Qg4!. 
29...Rf3 30. Rel Rb3 31. Rcd, 
32. ba5 Ba3 33. Rc3! Rb2 


33...Rc3 34. Bc3 Bc5 35. Ne 


34. Ra3 Kf7 35. a6 Rb8 36, Ky 
Ke7 37. Nd4 Kd6 38. a7 Raj: 
Ra6é Kc5 40. Ne6 Kb5 41, Ni 
Resigns 


Mechanics Institu| 
Library Wants ty 
Buy California 
Chess Magazine 


The Mechanics Institute 
Library wants to buy a complet 
run of Chess Voice and Califoni 
Chess Journal magazines. Cont 
John Donaldson in the chess ro 
at (415) 421-2258. 


MacLennan Name 
CalChess Board 
Scholastic Rep 


Kris MacLennan has accept 
the non-voting scholastic repre 
sentative seat on the CalChess 
board of directors. 

MacLennan is a junior at 
Oakland’s Skyline High School, 
and directs scholastic tourna: 
ments at the Berkeley Chess Cli 
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t) Avant! Foundation Awards $25,000 
to Berkeley Chess School Founder 


>ptet 
pre: 
SS 


1° 
Chi 


in 


. By Lanette Chan-Gordon 


The Avant! Foundation, which 
recognizes people who are out- 
standing in their contributions to 
society, awarded Berkeley Chess 
school founder and president 
Elizabeth Shaughnessy $25,000 on 
January 10 The grant was one of 
the first MAGIC (Making a Great 
Investment in the Community) 
awards. Shaughnessy was one of 
six individuals chosen from a field 
of more than 1,000 nominees. 

Shaughnessy founded the 
Berkeley Chess School in 1982. It 
is anon-profit organization 
dedicated to introducing chess to 
children of all socioeconomic 
backgrounds. Avant! Foundation 
director Dr. Steve Lehane said 
Shaughnessy stood out from the 
other candidates because of her 
passion for her work and her 
initiative to get the work done. 
“(Such people) often go unrecog- 
nized. We give the $25,000 with 
no strings attached and it draws a 
spotlight to these projects.” 

“I credit Gerald Hsu (president 
and CEO) of the Avant! Corpora- 
tion for his generosity and fore- 
sight in recognizing 
and supporting people 
like myself. It’s a 
wonderful honor for 
me and of course gives 
a big boost to our 
program,” said 
Shaughnessy. 

The Avant! Corpo- 
ration is a software 
company in Fremont. 

Shaughnessy, an 
Irish immigrant and 
former Irish women’s 
chess champion, began 
playing chess when she was 5. She 
started the Berkeley Chess School 
19 years ago when she volun- 
teered to teach an afterschool 
class at her children’s elementary 


school. Expecting no more than 10 
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er Elizabeth Shaughnessy and a big check. 
Photo by Lanette Chan-Gordon 





expose kids to the game. She said, 
“The goal is to help kids to be able 
to go into the classroom, pay 
attention, think critically, learn 


children, she was overwhelmed 
when 72 children showed up. She 
noticed that half of the children 
were minority students and 
half were white, and half 
were boys and half were 
girls. She understood the 
that chess cuts across:ai 




















The Berkeley Chess 
School is in over 100 
schools and serves over 
3,000 children in Norther¥ 
California. It is currently © 
the largest organized ches 
program on the west coas' 
Children who have gone = 
through her program havé 
won numerous awards on the: 
local, state and national levels, 
but, Shaughnessy says that the 
goal has never been to find the 
next Bobby Fischer, but to simp 
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he Sojourner Truth Chess Tour 

nament for Girls drew 164 

young ladies from four western 

States to the Menlo Park 

Community Center Jan. 13 

and 14, who competed in 10 
sections. Director Doug Shaker nearly achieved his 
aim of conducting one section for each grade level: “] 
want as many girls as possible to be able to say, ‘I’m 
the best girl chessplayer at my grade level’.” 

The Sojourner tournament ran alongside the 
USCF Region XI Women’s Open, which attracted 12 
women, including 12-year-old Anna Rudolf of Hun- 
gary. Rudolf won the most recent Zoltan Kovacs 
Memorial, a tournament for girls in Budapest, where 
first prize included a trip for her and her father to 
the United States and Sojourner. Rudolf, who won 
two Hungarian championships for girls under 14 and 
girls under 12, opted to play in the stronger event. 

Rudolf scored 3%-¥, to win the Region XI 
Women’s Open, one-half point ahead of WIM Sharon 
Ellen Burtman, defending champion Chouchanik 
Alrapetian (who swept a 25-board simultaneous 
exhibition on Jan. 13), and Colette McGruder. Rudolf 
did not meet the residency requirement to win the 
Region XI title, which went to McGruder on 
tiebreaks. 

Shaker founded the Sojourner Truth tournament 
three years ago after running a chess club for girls 
for his daughter, who didn’t like playing against 
boys. She has dropped chess in favor of basketball, 
but attendance at Sojourner Truth has climbed each 
year, from 100 to 120 to this year’s 160. Shaker said 
he is surprised at the number of girls who only play 
in this event, citing their first provisional rating 
based on five games, then a second provisional 
rating based on 10. 

Shaker named the tournament after Sojourner 
Truth, a runaway slave-turned-preacher who spoke 
for freedom and women’s rights, most notably in her 
“Ain’t 1a Woman” speech at the 1851 Women’s 
Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio. “I thought that 
speech was pretty swift,” said Shaker, who preferred 
the name which might strike a chord with girls who 
had never played in a chess tournament. “I couldn’t 
name it after the Polgar sisters,” he said, “If [the 
girls] knew about the Polgars, they already play 
tournament chess.” 

The Sojourner tournament is one of two girls’ 
tournaments held in the United States each year. The 


No Boys Allowed — 164 Girl; 
Play in Sojourner Truth Tourne 


Barbara (left) and Lauren Goodkind finished first and secon: 
spectively in the 11th/12th grade section of the Sojourner |i 
Chess Tournament for Girls. The Goodkinds attend Woodside! 
School in Redwood City, and the Burlingame Chess Club. 

essences 


other is the Virginia Young Women’s Championsh 
in March, and, according to Shaker, they are easier 
run than open events: “Girls are more interested i 
fair result than an advantageous result,” he said. 





White: Amira Ahdut (939) 
Black: Barbara Goodkind (826) 
Exchange French 

Notes by Barbara Goodkind 


1. e4 e6 2. Nc3 d5 3. ed5 


3. Nc3 does not fit in with the exchange French. 
for White would like to be able to move the c-pawi 
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to c3 to bolster her d-pawn or to 
c4 to gain a greater hold on the 
center. 
3,,.ed5 4. Qe2 

Interferes with the develop- 
ment of White’s queenside. 4. d4, 


' cs Nf3, and 6. Bd3 will lead to an 
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equal game. 
4,..Be6 

Here 4...Be7 will hasten 
Black’s ability to castle and puta 
rook on e8. 
5, Qb5 

I didn’t see this, which wins a 
pawn. 
5...C6 

Intending to make it a sacrifice 
of two pawns. 5...Nd7 6. Qb7 Rb8 
7. Qa7 is a typical sequence when 
one side goes hunting for a queen 
knight pawn. 
6. Qb7 Nd7 

Now if 7. Qc6, Black planned 
7...Ne7. 
7. Nf3 Ngof6 8. d4 Be7 9. h4 hé 
10. Ne5 Ne5 11. de5 Ne4 12. 
Qc6 

Better is 12. Ne4 de4 13. Qc6 
and 14. Qe4. 
12...Kf8 13. Ne4 de4 14. Bd2 

If 14. Qe4, Black has pressure 
after 14...Bd5. 
14...Rc8 15. Qa4 Rc7 16. Qe4 
Qc8 

...Bd5 is still OK. 


17. Bd3 Bc5 


—_ = Va, 


w — 
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18. 0-0-0 Qb8 


March/April 2001 


Black can steal the a-pawn by 
18...Ba2, and if 19. b3, then 
19...Ba3 mate. 


19. f4 Rb7 20. Bc3 Ba2 21. f5 


Now it seems that 21. b3 does: 
trap the bishop because Black’s 
king rook is out of the game: 

21 ...Bae 22, Bb? Bb2 23. Ke 8bS 
24. cb3 Rb3. 


21...Bb4 


Black is threatening ...Bc3. 
Perhaps this is best met by 22. 
Qd4 to preserve the pawn struc- 
ture, and e6 looms as long as 
White keeps her c3-bishop. 

22. Bb4 Rb4 23. Qe2 Rb2 24. e6 
Qb4 25. Qe4 

Sometimes a game of chess 
hangs in a single move: White 
wins on 25. e7 Ke8 (25...Kg8 26. 
e8(Q) Kh7 27. f6 g6 28. Bg6+-) 26. 
Bb5S. 


25...Rb1 mate 





White: Roxanne Samer (1015) 
Black: Barbara Goodkind (826) 
French Defense 
Notes by Roxanne Samer 
1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. e5 Nc6 

Black makes more pressure 
against the d4-pawn by playing 
see@ Dy. 0c NCO, ANG «DG. 
4. Bb5 

White’s pawn wedge suggests 
a kingside initiative, for which 4. 
Nf3 and 5. Bd3 prepare well. 
4...Bd7 5. Nf3 f6 6. Bc6é 

So that if Black plays ...fe5, 
White’s knight takes firm hold of 
e5. 
6...Bc6 7. 0-0 f5 

Black needed only a draw to 
clinch first place. Perhaps that 
influenced her decision to lock the 
position. 
8. Nc3 h6é 

Now I could tell she wasn't 
going for a typical French De- 
fense. 


9. a3 g5 10. g3 


Weakens the king position, 
especially in the absence of her 
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15... Bh4 G Ne6 Qg6 17. Nd8& 
Bd8 is probably good for Black, 
because the minor pieces can 
assist in Black’s kingside attack 
while the white rooks haven't 
room to roam. Also, Black’s good 
bishop is preserved. 


16. Nhg6 Rh7 17. Ne7 Qe7 
17...Ne7, developing, is prefer- 
able. | 
18. Bb4 Qg7 19. Qc3 Re 20. 
Bd6é Bc6 21. Bb4 Qf7 22. Qc5 a6 
22...Kb8 is safer, to prevent 
the white queen from rushing into 
a7 and then the eighth rank. 
23. ¢4 
White hadn't seen the danger 
in opening the black bishop's 
diagonal toward the white king. 
Also, d5 will be an excellent 
square for a black piece, in front 
of the backward pawn. 
23...Ne7 24. Racl dc4 25. Qc4 
Ng6 26. Bd2 Nf4 27. Bf4 
Without knights but with 
opposite-colored bishops on the 
board, the middlegame advantage 
will belong to the player with the 
initiative because her bishop 
cannot be opposed. 


Dd ee h5 


The faster 27...Qh5 and ...Qh3 
could be a problem! 


28. Rfd1 h4 29. Rd2 hg3 30. fg3 
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Goodkind and Samer Sisters Amon R 
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Roxanne Samer of Eugene, Ore., placed 
first among 9th and 10th graders. Her sis- 
ter Zoe led the 7th-grade section. 





Rh3 31. b4 


Aiming to dislodge the bishop 
from the c-file. 
31...Re7 32. Bg5 Rd7 33. Bf4 
Be4 34. Qc5 Qh5 


Enables White to make a little 
combination to win a pawn. 


35. QF8 


White’s pieces are out of touch 
with each other on 35. Qa7 Rh7 
36. Qa8 Kd7. 


35...Rd8 36. Qe7 Qg6 37. Qc7 
mate 


White: Cassandra Lawson (952) 
Black: Anna Hauswirth (656) 
Evans Gambit 

Notes by Cassandra Lawson 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Bc5 4. 
b4 Bb4 5. c3 Bdé 


Blocks the d7 pawn, making it 
very hard for Black to get her 
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bishop and rook out. Better is 
Deeb 


6. d4 ed4 7. cd4 


White has achieved a full pawn 
center at the cost of one pawn. 


7...Nf6 





8. Nc3 


White avoids an annoying; 
by 8. 0-0, which threatens 9, ¢ 
and if 9...Ne4, White could wiy 
nice miniature by 9. Rel f5 19 
Nc3 Bb4 11. Ne4 Bel 12. Bg5 yj 
13. NeS fe4 14. QhS g6 15. Bf7) 
16. Bhé. 


8...Bb4 9. Bd2 Bc3 10. Bc3 Nu 


Perhaps White has slipped) 
Black still needs to get her pie, 
out! 


11. Qc2 

A stronger counterattack js 
Qb3. Similarly, in Morphy- 
Golmayo, Havana 1864, Whitey 
a threat to his minor piece one: 
with Qb3: 1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc63 
Continued on Page 31 


Sojourner Truth Chess Tournament for Gir 


11-12th Grade 

1 Barbara Goodkind 4-1 
2-3 Lauren Goodkind 3-2 
2-3 Amira Ahdut 3-2 
9-10th Grade 

1-2 Roxanne Samer 4-1 

1-2 Stefanie Botelho 4-1 

3 Melissa Andrada 3.5-1.5 
8th Grade 

1 Elisha Garg 4.5-0.5 

2-5 Riana Nalumisa 3-2 
2-5 Arundathi Gururajan 3-2 
2-5 Kavitha Ratnam 3-2 
2-5 Lauren Williams 3-2 
7th Grade 

1 Zoe Samer 5-0 

2-3 Christine Hsueh 4-1 

2-3 Rebecca Wong 4-1 

6th Grade 

1-2 Kate Yaropolova 4.5-0.5 
1-2 Sherin Rehmat 4.5-0.5 
3-5 Cassandra Lawson 4-1 
3-5 Kelley Jhong 4-1 

3-5 Rachel Bakamus 4-1 


5th Grade 

1 Iris Kokish 5-0 

2-3 Carrie Ho 4-1 

2-3 Kimberly Anonuevo 4-1 
4th Grade 

1 Melinda West 4.5.-0.5 
2-3 Isabel Tseng 4-1 

2-3 Caitlin Stanton 4-1 
3rd Grade 

1 Amy Wann 5-1 

2-4 Emilia Krubnik 4-1 
2-4 Vivian Fan 4-1 

2-4 Alice Cheng 4-1 
2nd Grade 

1 Ankita Roy 4.5-0.5 
2-3 Vivian Lo 4-1 

2-3 Erin McCullough 4-1 
Kindergarten-1 st Grade 
1 Liz Oliphant 5-0 

2-4 Christina Hsu 3-2 
2-4 Christine Tataru 3-2 
2-4 Eeway Hsu 3-2 


Region XI Women’s Open 


1 Anna Rudolf 3.5-0.5 
2-4 Chouchanik Airapetian 3-1 


2-4 Sharon Ellen Burtman 3-1 
2-4 Colette McGruder 3-1] 
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Quads in 


By Dr. Alan Kirshner 

The lead article in the Janu- 
ary/February California Chess 
Journal bore the headline: “Cal- 
Chess Scholastic Quads Attract 
167 and 190 Players to New Site,” 
but my Weibel Quads drew 332 
players on December 9, and I 
longed for the simpler days 
described that earlier article. That 
number exceeds any quadrangular 
event ever held in California and 
is larger than our state scholastic 
championship six years ago! 

At the beginning of that week I 
had 180 players registered, and 
the mail brought in about 90 
entries by week’s end What I did 
not expect was 59 late entries! The 
amazing part of this nightmare 
was that we only started 15 
minutes late. I must say thank 
you a million times to the registra- 
tion people and the Weibel custo- 
dian for this miracle. Dr. Dennis 
Alfaro, who ran his first success- 
ful quad in Alamo last May, 
showed up unexpectedly. Heisa 
driven worker and along with the 
experience of Venu Subramaniam, 
we got everyone registered rap- 
idly. 

The difficult task is placing 
four people in each quad. I try to 
avoid pairing people from the 
same clubs and from dramatically 
different school grades. I also 
look to see if I can prevent those 
who have provisional ratings from 
being in the same quad with those 
with established ratings, and I 
must keep the ratings within a 
100-point range. I then pass the 
four labels to Kim Ma, my effi- 
clency expert. She and a few 
other parents plus her son 
Timothy place them on the wall 
charts and the tournament direc- 
tors run them over to the posting 
area. We had prepared for 70 
quads, but when Kim informed me 
we were going over 70, I panicked. 


December 


ERR 
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Timothy Ma won Quad #1 in the December CalChess Scholastic Quads after a 
tournament directors during registration and pairings. 

Photo by Shorman 





number of players at the Decem- 
ber quads is the expansion of 
chess programs in the schools. 
Riley Hughes’ Know Chess! pro- 
gram sent 59 players to these 
quads to prepare them for the 
state championships in March. 
Chris Torres and.Nick Ayala, who 


I had no other place to seat any- 
one. Weibel custodian Miriam 
came to the rescue, opening two 
other classrooms. She always had 
a smile on her face and she 
handled this mass of kids and 
confusion with a relaxed posture 
(I need to take lessons from her). 
Ewelina Krubnik appeared on 
the cover of the last issue of the: 
California Chess Journal forher 


enero te 0 tet eee eee 











2 et eter etter see 


. 


ererereree, og Meee ete ere eee eres 


. . 















fare as well in December. Timo: 
thy Ma, whom she had defeated: 
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SO 


trophy in Quad 1. Tim also won: 


annotated her win against Timo: 


thy for the January/February issté 
of the Journal, I invited Timothy 
to analyze their December gamé i ‘ 

One of the main reasons for: licks's ‘Academic Chess group 


the dramatic increaseinthe = s80m Hill ¢ 
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points and Donald Tien (1032) tied Nazee 
Moghadam (1014) for second place and the 
remaining trophies. 

Quad #7: Saurabh Sanghvi (1029), 
Stephan Goupille (1111) 


Quad #8: Steven Zierk (99.4) 

Quad #9: Ryan Ko (968) 

Quad #10: Kiril Kisilyov (967 p) 
Quad #11: David Chock (914) 

Quad #12: —_ Elliot Sanborn (916 p) 
Quad #13: Rahul Subramaniam (912) 
Quad #14: Mihir Pendse (901), Brian 
Chung (886) 

Quad #15: Wesley Rou (882) 

Quad #16: Diane Wang (866) 

Quad #17: Brian Tsui (879) 

Quad #18: Alex Lowen (853) 

Quad #19: Brian Chao (845) 

Quad #20: Pavan Koka (814 p) 
Quad #21: Brian Lin (824), Allen Tu 
(808p) 

Quad #22: Tommy Liu (817) 

Quad #23: Kevin Hwa (814), Brian Tsai 


(796), Stacey Balter (789) 
Quad #24: Trevor Carothers (779) 
Quad #25: Kimberly Anonuevo (760) 


Quad #26: Alex Peyser (754) 

Quad #27: Aaron Garg (739) 

Quad #28: Ryan McGee (724), Trent 
Boorman (721) 

Quad #29: Kelley Jhong (717) 

Quad #30: Akash Pandey (713 p) 
Quad #31: Alok Pandey (703 p) 

Quad #32: © Mahnoosh Moghadam (690) 
Quad #33: Spencer Yee (675 p) 

Quad #34: Aaron Li (669) 

Quad #35: = Saggar Khraishi (649 p) 
Quad #36: Katherine Wu (653 p) 
Quad #37: = Salil Babbar (636) 

Quad #38: Arnav Shah (625) 

Quad #39: = Mukund Chillakanti (618 p), 


Stephen Cunningham-Bryant (617), Geoffrey 
Chen (615) 


Quad #40: Brandon Neal (610) 










iy Hanson (600) 









sk “Hwang (400 p), 


6}, Kiri Peterson (323) 







Christine Chen (U) 
Dylan Kim (U) 


Quad #54: Michael Wu (U) 

Quad #55: Jacob Seibert (U) 

Quad #56: Grace Liu (U) 

Quad #57: — Christian Monteclaro (U), 


Christian Weeber (U), Joey Conley (U) 


Quad #58: — Brian Fan (U) 

Quad #59: Jacqueline Sloves (U), John- 
Nathan Monteclaro (U) 

Quad #60: ‘Forrest Jensen (U) 

Quad #61: Alexander Lun (U), Cory 
McDowell (U) 

Quad #62: Michael Dither (U) 

Quad #63: Ashwin Aravind (U), Chars 


Wagener (U), Michael Shimono (U) 


Quad #64: Kevin Zhang (U) 
Quad #65: Ryan Jennings (U) 
Quad #66: Jan Bruggen (U) 
Quad #67: Alice Cheng (U) 
Quad #68: Kevin Gan (U) 
Quad #69: Kunal Puri (U), Amy Wann (U) 
Quad #70: ‘Vivian Lo (U) 
Quad #71: Brice Ponteri (U) 
Quad #72: William Hsia(U) 
Quad #73: Jim Su (U) 

Quad #74: Kevin Macario (U) 


Quad #75: Buck Dodd (U) 


Quad #76: Canaan Linder (U) 
Quad #77: Oliver Mausner (U) 
Quad #78: William Chen (U) 
Quad #79: — Griffin Sloves (U) 


Quad #80: 
Quad #81: 


Christopher Wu (U) 
Vir Choksi (605) 


White: Timothy Ma (1250) 
Black: Ewelina Krubnik (1311) 
Danish Gambit 


Notes by Timothy Ma 
1.e4 e5 2.d4 ed4 3.c3 dc3 
4. Bc4 cbh2 5.Bb2 Bb4 6. 


Nc3 Bc3 7.Bc3 d5 


owd Weibel for Fina 
e State Championshi 


Gives the opponent counterpla 
Black maintains an advantage y 
7...Nf6 8.e5 Qe7 9. Qe2. 


8. Bd5 
I forgot about 8. Bg7! 
8...Nf6 9. Nf3 


Better is 9. Qf3 to avoid the que 
trade if Black plays ...c6. 


9...0-0 10. 0-0 


. 
4 
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10...Nd5 


10...c6!? 11. BI6 Of6 127m 
is still good for Black. 
11. ed5 Nd7 12. Rel Nf6 
Missing 12...Nb6 13. Qd4 f 


14. BaS, where Black remains in 
control of the position. 


13. Bb4 


13.Bf6 Qf6 14.Rcl Qdé6, 
gives a slight edge to Black. 


13...Re8 14. Re8 Qe8 15. Qd3 


To develop the rook. I shoul 
have played 15. Bc3 Qd8 16. Bfo 
Qf6. 
15...Qe4 


Black would be winning afte 
15...Bg4 16. Rel Qd7 17. Red. 


16. Qb3 


Better is 16. Qe4 NeS 17 Rel 
brings near equality. 
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16...Qd5? 

What a pity. Victory for Black 
was in sight: 16.. Bg4 17. Rdl 
Bf3 18. gf3 Qg6 19. Rh tS: 


17.Rd1! 

This seemed to shock Ewelina. 
Any move besides 17...Qb5 re- 
sults in mate after 18. Rd8. 

17...Qb5 18. Rd8 Ne8 19. Ng5! 

Threatening 20. Qf7 Kh8 21. 
of mate or 20. Re8 mate, if her 
queen takes my knight. 
19...Be6 20. Ne6 

This coincidentally protects 
the rook. 
20...Rd8 21. Nd8 

A mate threat at 22. Of7. 
21...Qd7 22.Nb7 Qc6 

Threatens my knight and 
checkmate on cl. 

23. Nc5 

Stronger would have been 23. 
Of7! Kf7 24.Nd8 Kf6 25. Nd6 
and White makes the point. 
23..a5 24. Ba3 h6 25.h3 
Nf6 26.Qa4 Qa4 27.Na4 
Kh7 28. Be7 Kg6 29. NcS 

To play 30. Bd4 Nd5 31. Na6, 
although 29. Nc3 might have been 
better. 


29...Nd5 30. Bd8 

Wins a pawn. 
30...Nb4 31.Bc7 Na2 32. Bad 
Ncl 33. Kf1! 

I noticed that the knight was 
trapped so I went after it. 
33...Kf5 34.Kel Ke5 35. Kd2 
Na2 36.Kc2 Kd4 37. Kb2 
Ke5 38. Ka2 


Exchange is good when you 
are up material. 


38...Kd4 39. Bb6 
To protect the f2-pawn. 
39..Kd3 40. Kb3 Ke2 41. Kc4 
Kfl 42.g3 Kg2 43.h4 g5 
43...Kf3 would have given 
some counterplay, but Black is 
lost in any case. 
44.hg5 hg5 45.Kd5 f5 46. 
Ke5 f4 47. 9f4 gf4 48. Kf4 


Kh3 49. Kg5 Resigns 


Ewelina realizes that the pa 
will march forward for a quei 





White: Michael O’Brien (1504 
Black: Jared Wood (1305) # 
Alekhine’s Defense 

Notes by Michael O’Brien 


1. e4 Nf6 2. e5 Nd5 3. d4 dé 4. 


Nf3 g6 5. Bc4 c6 6. 0-0 Bg7 7. 
Nbd2 


A thoughtful development, . 


avoiding doubled pawns from % 


play c3 to strengthen his center 
7...0-0 8. Ne4 i 


8. Rel and 9. Nfl seems { 
more orderly. ‘ 


8...Nb6 9. Bd3 d5 10. Ng3 


The position has taken on the 
character of an Advance Caro- 
Kann, and could have been 
reached also by 1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 
3. Nd2 Nf6 4. eS Nfd7 5. Bd3 g6 6. 
Ne2 Bg7 7. 0-0 Nb6 8. Nf3 0-0 9. 
Ng3. Black’s counterplay should 
aim at the base of the pawn chain 
with...Bg4 (and capturing on f3), 
.sC6s 4.655. aNG.. NCOs 


10...f6 


A constant drawback to 
Alekhine’s Defense (and certain 
lines of the Advance Caro-Kann) is 
that Black’s kingside is poorly 
defended in the absence of the 
king knight. To further weaken 
the kingside is asking for it. 


11. Nh4 
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a ae toward defending the 
kingside after the knight goes to 
c7, then e6 or e8. 


12. f4 


Now it really seems like 12...f5 
is called for. 
12...fe5 13. de5 e6 


Maybe 13...N8d7 or 13...Na6 is 
better, because it’s not clear how 
powerful White’s advance to f5 
will be, considering that his e5- 
pawn would be loose. 

14. Qg4 N8d7 15. Ng6 

I wasn’t sure about this but I 
think I would’ve been weak if 
Iwithdrew the knight or delayed 
my attack. 
15...hg6 16. Bg6 Qe7 17. Qh5 
Bhs 

17...Rd8 18. Qh7 Kf8 19. f5 
Bf6 loses way too much material. 


18. f5 ef5 


I didn’t consider 18...Nf6, but it 
might be the saving move. It is too 
complex for me to figure out, but 
White seems to be ahead on 19. 
ef6 and then 20. Bg5 or 20. Bh6. 
19. Nf5 Rf5 20. Rf5 Ne5 21. Bg5 
Better is 21. Rf8! +- 
21...Qc7 22. RF8 Kg7 23. Bh6 
mate 
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Jessie Jean’s Open and Action Give 
Coffeehouse Chess a Good Name 





1-3 B 


4-58 


ww 


1 U1400 
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Jessie Jean’s Open Tournament 


2-4 Tom Dorsch 35 $91 
Chethan Narayan 
Mark Pinto 

1-2 U2200 Jerry Weikel 3” S161 
Jerry Sze 

3-4 U2200 Vivek Nambiar 25 S27 


Jessie Jean’s Action Tournament 






Open Section 
Vladimir Mezentev 4.5 $275 









Drake Wang 
Reserve Section 
Lazar Shnaiderman 3.5 $96 
Ben Gross 

Alex Setzepfandt 

Pat Mead 

Calixto Magaoay 3 









$94 






Maximo Fajardo 
David Hirsch 
Matt Sankovich 
James Holwell 
Booster Section 
Willie Campers 4 


Weston Leavins 







28° $22 







$91 





Terry Anderton 

David Berosh 3 
Jamie Brett 

Narayan De Vera 2.5 $48 
Peter Brett 

Garland Comins 






$82 









Open Section 
David Pruess 






3.5 $100 

















Ricky Grijalva 3. $50 
Laszlo Rudolph 2.5 $50 
Reserve Section 

Mariusz Krubnik 3.5 $100 
Robertino Oberti 3 $50 
Alex Setzepfandt 2.5 $17 
Benjamin Haun 

Teodoro Porlares 

Booster Section 

Wesley Chen 4 $80 
Daichi Siegrist 9 
Alan Howe 2.5 $10 
John Meadows 

Brenda Boudreaux 

Aaron Wilkowski 

Narayan DeVera 3 $50 







By Bud Setzepfandt 

Chessmom Catherine Gosk 
was looking for a place to hold 
chess tournaments in Santa Rosa 
when she walked into Jessie Jean’s 
Coffee Beans and found a spa- 
cious table area with high ceilings 
and good light. Gosk invited 
popular Reno tournament orga- 
nizer Jerry Weikel to have a look, 
and thus was born the Jessie 
Jean’s Open and Action tourna- 
ments. Jessie Jean’s proprietor 
Keith Givens is a chess enthusiast 
who provides the space for free 
and the Santa Rosa chess commu- 
nity is grateful to him for doing 
SO. 

The five-round Open con- 
ducted January 12-14 brought in 
45 players including Vladimir 
Mezentsev, who won it with 4 ¥,- 
7,, including a first-round bye. The 
Reserve Section (1600-1999) had 
four share first place: Lazar 
Schnaiderman, Ben Gross, Alex 
Setzepfandt, and Pat Mead, all 
with 3%-1%. The Booster Section 
(Under 1600) saw three share first 
place with 4 points each: Weston 
Leavens, Willie Campers, and 
Terry Anderton. 

The Action tournament on 
Monday drew about 30 players 
divided into three divisions for 
four rounds at the game-in-50 
time contro]. David Pruess took 
first in the Open section (Laszlo 
Rudolph of Hungary, accompany- 


ing his daughter during their visit 


to the U.S. for the Sojourner Truth 
Tournament for Girls, finished 
third), Mariusz Krubnik first in 
the Reserve, and Wesley Chen first 
in the Booster. 

Weikel returns to Santa Rosa 
and Jessie Jean’s on the weekend 
of March 16-18. 





White: Mark Pinto (2204) 
Black: Chethan Narayan (2217 
Semi-Slav Defense 

Notes by NMs Tom Dorsch ang 
Mark Pinto 


1. d4 


Although this game has ma 
imperfections it was a spirited 
game and it is my hope the the 
readers will find it both instry. 
tive and entertaining. (MP) 


1...d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4, ¢} 
e6 


Both Pinto and Narayan are 
superb tacticians who flourish j 
extreme complications, so why 
are they playing like this? It’s th 
game within the game, the psy- 
chological warfare that goes on 
between opponents. A slow day 
is a better way to get acquainted 
but fans of fireworks don’t have 
long to wait before the waltz 
turns into a headbangers ball. 
Theory recommends that Black 
develop his white-squared bisho 
now to f5 or g4, no doubt a gow 
idea. The text steers back to the 
Semi-Slav, which can lead either! 
the excruciatingly dull Exchange 
Variation, or to the Botvinnik 
Variation, “arguably the most 
complicated of all opening lines 
according to Nunn. (TD) 


5. Bd3 dc4 6. Bc4 b5 7. Bd3 


This exchange and creation 
the pawn wedge a6-b5-c6 is 
characteristic of many variation 
of the Semi-Slav, and always leat 
to interesting play. It is better fi 
Black when White has already 
committed his knight to c3, 
because White now has the optiti 
of developing to d2, and later 
deploying the knight to weak 
black squares on the queenside 
instead of being constrained by 
the pawn formation. For that 


reason, Black should have made? 
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few more developing moves 
(5...Bd6!?; 5...Nbd7) before com- 


mitting to this plan. (TD) 
8, 0-0 Nbd7 9. a4!? (MP) 


The omission of Nc3 allows 
this way of playing, because Black 
doesn't have ...b4 with gain of 
tempo. White is trying to hinder 
black's natural plan of-ai.csS 
break. (MP) 
9,..Bb7 10. Nbd2 Nd5 11. Nb3 


This is the first sign that peace 
negotiations are premature. With 
10...Nd5, instead of completing 
his development, Black has sig- 
naled that he is ready to seize the 
initiative at all costs, even at the 
cost of castling. 11. Nb3 isa 
move of such surpassing modesty 
that it has to be seen as provoca- 
tive. If that was its purpose, it has 
its desired effect two moves later, 
when Black in effect pushes all of 
his chips into the pot. (TD) 


11...Nb4!? (MP) 12. Be2 g5 


Clearly Black intends to throw 
everything at White’s kingside. 
These attacks can be extremely 
dangerous, even when they are 
not completely sound, because of 
the difficulty of threading a 
minefield under tournament time 
conditions. (TD) 


13. Bd2 


Grandmaster Yermolinsky 
suggests 13. e4. (MP) 


13...g4 14. Nel 
14.Ne5? Ne5 15. de5 h5 16. 


Bb4 Bb4 17. Qd8& Rd8 leaves Black 
with a better game. (TD) 


14...h5 15. Nd3! (MP) Nd3 


Black would of course like to 
avoid exchanges, but 15...Nd5 16. 
NaS (also 16. e4—Pinto) favors 
White, as does 15...c5 16. Ndc5 
Nc5 17. dc5 Qd5 18. £3. (TD) 

16. Bd3 c5? (TD) 

It’s too risky to let White get 
his knight to a5. Black would be 
better off locking the queenside 
with 16...b4 17. a5 Bd6, when his 
kingside attacking chances have 
better prospects, and he has not 
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left himself badly weakened on 
the queenside. (TD) 

Black commits to sacrificing 
the bishop. (MP) 


17. Na5 
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It’s crunch time. Black can’t 
really afford to trade off his most 
potent attacking piece, but he has 
nowhere to put it (17...Bd5 18.e4). 
What to do? Banzai! (TD) 


17...Bg2 18. Kg2 


Now what? Black desperately 
needs to activate more pieces, but 
it is not easy to do that. The best 
way is to lead with the minor 
pieces, but 18...Bd6 fails to 19. 
Nb7, and 18...b4 19. Nb3 Bd6 20. 
£4! ef3 21. Qf3 is good for White. 
Black decides that his mobiliza- 
tion has to start with the queen. 
(TD) 


18... Qn4 19. f4! (TD) 
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the square e4 and keeping Black’s 
knight away, is a better choice. 
(TD and MP) 
21...Ne4 22. Bel 

Sacrificing the base of his 
pawn chain, but Black already has 
enough pressure to force conces- 
sions. (TD) 
22...Qh3 23. Kh1 Qe3 24. Bg2 
Bdé 

Or 24...h4 25. Qc2 Ng3 26. Bg3 
hg3 27. Bc6 Kd8 28. Rg2, leading 
to positions similar to the game.. 
(TD) 
25. Qcl 

Better is 25. Qc2, and there 
can follow 25...f5 26. ab5 ab5 27. 
Nc4 Qg1 28. Kg] Ral 29. Nd6 Nd6 
30. Qc6 Ke7 31. Qd7 Kf6 32. Qd6 
Rc8 33. Qe5 Kf7 34. d5 Rccl 35. 
Kf2, when White has a won game. 
(TD) 
25...Qe2! (MP) 26. Nb7 Bb4! 
(MP) 27. Rf1 


If 27. Bb4, 27...Nf2 mate. (MP) 
27...h4? 28. Qd1? (TD and MP) 


White can just take the bishop. 
After 28. Bb4 h3 29. Nd6 Nd6 30. 
Bc6 Ke7 31. f5!, White dominates. 
(TD) 

After this move, White's 
advantage is greatly diminished. 
28. Bb4+-. (MP) 


28...Qe3 29. Qg4 
29. Bxb4?? Ng3 
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Pruess Wins First Jessie Jean’s Action Tourne 





Now that the dust has cleared, 
the game has transposed into an 
ending where White has an extra 
piece for a pawn. It’s still a win 
for White. (TD) 


36. Ra7 Kf8 37. Rb7? (TD) 


This leads to a series of pawn 
exchanges, and that is the wrong 
plan. White forces the win with 
37. Ng5. (TD) 

More aggressive are 37. Ng5 
and 37. Nd6, suggested by IM 
McCambridge. (MP) 


37...Bd4 38. Rb5 Rh4 39. f5 ef5 
40. Rf5 Bb2 


Now it is starting to look more 
like a draw. Both the K+P ending 
(because of the rook pawn) and 
the B+K v. K ending (because the 
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Nd3 Kf5 49. Nf2 Rh8 50. Bcé Bf2 


This exchange makes it impos- 
sible for White to make further 
progress. After a few more desul- 
tory moves, Black forces the draw 
with a stalemate maneuver. (TD) 


51. RF2 Rd8 52. Rf1 Rd2 53. Kgl 


The winning plan suggested by 
Yermolinsky is 53. Ra8, witha 
threat to win the h-pawn, then 
the f-pawn. (MP) 
53...Kg4 54. Bf3 


Yermolinsky suggests 54. Rcl 
with the idea of Bb7-c8. (MP) 
54...Kh4 55. Ral Rb2 56. Ra5? 
(MP) 

96. Ra8 Rb1 57. Kf2 Rb2 58. 
Be2 Rb3 59. Rg8+- — Yermolinsky. 
56...Rb1 57. Kf2 Rf1! (MP) 58. 
Ke2 Rf2 59. Kf2 Drawn 





White: Paul Gallegos (2200) 
Black: Jerome Weikel (2064) 
Caro-Kann Defense 

Notes by NM Tom Dorsch 


1.e4 ¢c62.d4d5 


The venerable and ancient 
Caro-Kann is by reputation Black’s 
least risky response to 1. e4. It is 
a Staple with Karpov, Petrosian 
and others who would rather 


ole terete e 
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tier ete ete 


-he does very well in 
d little-explored lines. 
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Black to quickly assume 
iative. 
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8...Bh7 9. Bb5 Nc6 10. Be3 Qh 


Now White has a dilemma, ; 
is weak, and Black is ready to 
consolidate by 11...0-0-0. He 
must either regroup for defeng, 
of d4 or try arisky sacrifice. 


11. Nfd5?! 





11...ed5 12. Nd5 Qa5 13. Bd? 
Qd8 


Of course the bishop on b5 
indirectly protected by the threa 
of the knight fork on c7. White 
winds up with two pawns and 
some initiative for the piece. 0f 
course, the initiative is the main 
thing. He has to find a way to 
convert that into additional 
material, or the two pawns are nil 
enough. 


14. Qf3 Nge7 


This gives up another pawn, 
but succeeds in chopping some 
wood. 14...Rc8 would have been 
safer, holding on to the pawn =t. 


15. Ne7 Be7 16. Bc6 bc6 17. Q 
Kf8 18. ¢3 


White would like to quickly 
mobilize some forces, but his ow! 
position is too porous. For ex- 
ample, if 18. 0-0-0, he has to 
worry about 18...cd4 19. Ba5 Rcé 
and the weakness of c2 is a facto. 
If 18. d5, then 18...Rc8 19. Qa6 — 
Qd7. Yet 18. c3 also allows Black 
to quickly exploit the holes in 


Continued on Page ?! 
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JESSIE JEANS OPEN CHESS TOURNAMENT 


(Two tournaments!) 
TD Jerome (Jerry) Weikel 
MAIN TOURNAMENT — MARCH 16-18 
$4 000 Prize Fund! (b/80 players) - (if 100 players = $5,000!!) 
March 16-18, 2001 * Santa Rosa,CA 
5 Round Swiss in 3 Sections * USCF-rated, Time Controls 40/100 (20/40) (30/30) 
PRIZE FUND 
Open Section: 1st $500, $300, $200; (U2200) $350, $200, $100 
Reserve Section: 1st $300, $200, $100, $100, $80; (U1800) $280, $150, $80 
Booster Section: 1st $250, $150, $100, $100, $80; (U1400) $200, $100, $80 


ENTRY FEE: Open Section (2000-above) = $80* 
Reserve Section (1600-1999) = $79 
Booster Section (Under 1600) = $78" 


*$15 more at site, (no checks accepted — enter early and save!) 
Discount $5 for CalChess members (must present card at site) 


REGISTRATION: 6-7:30 p.m. March 16th at site (also 10-11 a.m. March 17). Must be a USCF 
member — bring USCF card. Memberships available at site. Adults = $40, Senior (65+) = $30, 
Youth (under 20) = $20, Scholastic (under 15) $13 


ROUND TIMES: Fri (March 16) - Round 1 - 7:30 PM 
Sat (March 17) - Round2- 11 AM, Rd.3- 6PM 
Sun (March 18) - Round 4- 9AM, Rd.5- 2PM 
TOURNAMENT #2 — MARCH 18 
Sunday (March 18) - Action (Game/50 minutes) Tournament - 4 round Swiss $30 entry fee. 
(Prize Fund = 65% of all entry money paid back to all classes of players that are represented 
proportionally) 
Registration: (Sunday) 9-10 AM, Rd.1-10 AM, Rd. 2-12 noon, Rd. 3-3 PM, Rd. 4-5 PM 
LOCATION: JESSIE JEANS COFFEE SHOP 
1426 Mendocino Ave, Santa Rosa, Ca 95401, (707) 526-0929 
DIRECTIONS TO SITE: (Santa Rosa Is approx. 60 miles north of San Francisco) 

Traveling north on Hwy 101 take College Exit, turn right, then turn left on Mendocino Ave. Go 
thru Pacific St. intersection and it is on the right side of block next to Burger King. Park in rear. 
Traveling south on Hwy 101 take Steel Lane Exit, turn left. Next take a right onto Mendocino 

Ave. Jessie Jeans is located next to Burger King. 
A great place to stay is at Los Robles Lodge (4-star hotel/motel !!), 1985 Clevland Ave., Santa 

Rosa, Ca,95401. 1-800-255-6330. Special Chess rates!! 2 nights = $72!!! ask for Cheryl & mention 
the Chess Tournament. 


Make checks payable and mail (by March 11) to: Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523. (775) 747- 
1405. Checks not received by March 16 will require cash payment at site plus late fee. 


Sets will be provided. Bring clocks. 


ee 
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Caffeinated Chessplayers at Fast Time Contro| : 


Continued from Page 24 


White’s position and recover 
material. 


18...cd4 19. cd4 Rc8 20. Qa4 


Qd5 21. 0-0 Rc4 22. Qa7 Rd4 23. 


Qb8 Bd8 24. Bb4 Kg8 25. f3 Bd3 
26. Rf2 Kh7 


White has nominal materia] 
equality—three pawns for the 
piece—but a lost position because 
of the vulnerability of his king. 
Now that Black has completed 
mobilization, the end comes 
quickly. White’s queen is embar- 
rassingly exposed, and he has few 
options because it also protects 
his bishop. 

27. Qd6 Bh4 28. Rg2 Qc4 29. 
Qc5 Qb4 30. Qc7 Bc4 31. a4 Bd5 
32. a5 Bf3 33. Qf7 RF8 34. 
Resigns 





White: Chethan Narayan (2217) 
Black: Tom Dorsch (2200) 
Nimzovich Sicilian 

Notes by NM Tom Dorsch 


1.e4 ¢c5 2. Nf3 Nf6 


This is one of the many minor 
lines of the Sicilian at Black’s 
disposal, and it is also a milestone 


in the development of the 
hypermodern school. “This move 
was first played by Nimzovich 
against Spielmann at the San 
Sebastian Tournament in 1911, 
and then against Schlechter, also 
at San Sebastian, a year later. It 
was the first illustration of the 
idea that the rapid advance of the 
center pawns has its drawbacks, 
as it creates some positional 
weaknesses, thus giving the 
opponent chances for counterplay 
and the opportunity to equalize 
by attacking these pawns.”— The 
Sicilian Defense Book 1, Gligoric 
and Sokolov (Pergamon, 1970). 


3. Nc3 


Some very sharp variations, 
that ultimately favor White, are 
possible after 3. e5 Nd5S, but they 
are sufficiently complex to offer 
chances for the well-prepared 
player on either side. With the 
text, White aims to steer the game 


back into familiar territory, but 
Black’s fourth move makes clear 


that there’s no turning back from 
the road less traveled. 


3...Nc6 4. d4d5 5. ed5 


lls 


For the readers of the California Chess Journal, a “Buy one, get one free” coupon from 
Keith at Jessie Jean’s Coffee Beans in Santa Rosal 


Pe ee eee eee ee 
» _DRINK CERTIFICATE.BUY ONE GET 
3; ONE FREE.BRING A FRIEND. 


NEW COFFEE SHOP 
1426 Mendocino ave 
SANTA ROSA CA.9540% -\ 
COME SEE US SQON. 
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This is White’s best, and 
perhaps only, way to push for * 
edge. 
5...Nd5 6. Ne4? 


This violates the general py 
against moving the same piece 
twice in the opening. More cop, 
mon answers are 6. dc, 6. Nd5, 
and 6. Bc4, all of which can giyg 
White a satisfactory game. 


6...cd4 7. Bc4 


If 7. Nd4 e5, Black has an eg 
game. White decides to give Up; 
whole pawn, hoping for an attac 


7...Bg4 


7...€5!? also looks very attra 
tive. 


8. 0-0 e6 9. h3 BF3 10. QF3 Bey 
11. Qg3 TI 


White mounts a demonstrat) 
against g7, but does not have 3 
quite enough force to break 
through. White is struggling to h 
convert his small initiative into 
enough ofa threat towinapam 4 
or more, while Black is attemptir 
to consolidate, and then take the 
initiative by advancing his cente tl 
pawns. q 


11...0-0 12. Bh6 Bf6 13. Rael tc 


Kh8 14. Nf6 Qf615.Bd2Qg6 3 
16. Qb3 Nb6 17. Bd3 Qh5 18. 


This leads to a blockade q 
instead of an opening. With two 
bishops, White would be better ¢ 
aiming for an open position. 
Therefore, better was 18...c3. ic 
Black also now has a passed pail 
further reducing White’s chances 
for survival unless he can score: 
knockout in the middlegame. 


18...Rab8 19. Re4 Nd7 20. Be? 
Qc5 21. Rh4 f5 22. Qg3 Nf6 23. 
a3 a5 24. Rb1 e5 25. b4 ab4 26, 
ab4 Qd6 27. c5 Qe6 28. Rel Ne! 


Both sides are quietly pursv: | 
ing their separate agendas. Black 
is preparing to push his center 
pawns, White is setting up his 
attacking motif, a plan to win 


Seite tt 
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Black’s queen. Because of the 
price White is willing to play, 
Black “falls” for the trap. 


any 
na 





99. Rh7?! Kh7 30. Qh4 Kg8 31. 
Bcd Qc4 32. Rce4 Nd2 


The dust has cleared, and 
White has given up two bishops 
and arook to win Black's queen. 
The resulting position is easily 
won for Black. 


33, Rc2 Ne4 34. f3 


It would be great for White if 
he could just roll his queenside 
majority and create a distraction 
that would give him chances to 
win some material back or at least 
shoot for perpetual check. Unfor- 
tunately, 34. bS is met with 
34...d3, and Black’s pawns prove 
to be more dangerous. 


34...Nc3 35. Rb2 b5! 


This puts a stop to White’s 
queenside ambitions. Now White 
can either wait for Black to push 
through his d-pawn, or bust open 
his own kingside in an attempt to, 
ideally, push a pawn to g6 and set 
up some kind of mate or per- 
petual. What else is White to do? 


36. g4 Nd1 37. Ra2 Ne3 38. g5 
Ne7 39. Kf2 Ra8 40. Re2 Ral 
41. Qh5 


Now that the Black rooks are 
becoming active, White’s last 
chance to prolong things was to 
sacrifice immediately on e3. By 
Waiting, he is forced to make the 
trade at a time when it does him 
little good. 
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41...Rf1 42. Kg3 f4 43. Kh2 N= 
44. Qg6 : 


Forced. If 44. g6, Black 
44...Rhl. 


44...Nh4 45. Qe6 Kh8 4 
fe3 47. Qe7 Rf2 48. Kg1: 
Resigns 


White: David Preuss (2354) 
Black: Juan Luaces (2098) 
Modern Defense 

Notes by NM Tom Dorsch 


1. e4 g6 2. d4 Bg7 3. Ne3 d 
f4 a6 


Black could transpose: 
familiar lines of the Aus 
Attack with 4...Nf6, but p: 
keep things murky and 
untheoretical. 


5. Be3 b5 6. Nf3 Bb7 7. Bd3 Nd7 
8. 0-0 Ngf6 


Black is now threatening to 
win the e-pawn with 9...b4. the 
usual recipe is for White to play a 
prophylactic move (9. a3, 9. Bd2, 
9. e5). Pruess instead elects to 
make a wild piece sacrifice. 


9. Ng5?! b4 10. Ne2 


I have the feeling that Pruess’s 
original intention was 10. Bc4 or 
10. eS, but then he saw something 
he didn’t like. In fact, after 10. 
Bc4 e6 11. Be6 fe6 12. Ne6 Qc8 13. 
Ng7 Kf7 14. e5 bc3 15. ef6 cb2 16. 
Rb1 Nf6, Black is better. Rela- 
tively preferable is 10. e5 bc3 11. 
ef6 ef6 12. Nf3 cb2 13. Rb1, when 
White has some compensation for 
the pawn. 
10...h6 11. Ng3?! 

In for a penny, in for a pound? 
Certainly White has well-known 
difficulties in this type of position 
if he loses his e-pawn, so he 
sacrifices a knight for attacking 
chances instead. 
11...hg5 12. fg5 Nh7 13. Qf3 Rf8 
14. a3 c5 15. dc5 dc5 16. ab4 
Bd4? 

So far so good, but here Black 
misses a beat. Better was 16...Bb2 
17. Ra4 NeS 18. Qe2 Nd3 19. cd3 
Bc6! followed by 20...Bd4. 
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23. .Qb6 was Black’s last 
chance to retain the upper hand 
on the queenside. After this 
series of moves, White opens a 
new front, and this time it is 
decisive. 


24. Qf4 d3 25. cd3 Nd3 26. Qe3 
Ne5 


In this case, the third time for 
the knight is not the charm. 


27. b5 a5 28. Rdl Nd7Z 29. Qc3 
Qbé6 30. Kh2 Rg8 31. Rad4 Nhf8 
32. Rd6 Qc5 33. Qd2 Qc7? 


Black is worried about both 
the pin on the d-file and the 
potential of the passed pawn on 
b6. It is very difficult to secure 
his king at the same time that he 
prevents the advance of the pawn. 
But 33...Qc7 just provokes the 
advance with gain of tempo and 
leads to an immediate unraveling. 
Better was 33...Rd8, although 
after 34. Qa5 Rh8 35. h5 Qg5 36. 
Oc7 Be4 37. Ne4 Qh4 38. Kgl Qe4 
39. Bf3 Qe3 40. Kf, it is not clear 
how Black will be able in the long- 
term to stop the further advance 
of the b-pawn. 


34. b6 Nb6 


The white bishop enters the 
game with decisive effect. 


35. Bb5 Ke7 36. Qd4 Nd5 37. 
Rd5 ed5 38. Qf6 mate 
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Perelshteyn and EM Willi 
Morrison. UTD and UMBC finished 
with 5%-¥, match scores. 

The home teams — seventh- 
seeded University of California at 
Berkeley and fifth-seeded 
Stanford — finished tied for third 
place with 4-2 match scores. 
California’s tiebreaks (based on 
overall scores) were the best 
among the six teams tied at 4-2. 

The California Golden Bears 
were masters Dmitry Zilberstein 
(34-27%) and Charles Gelman (a 
heroic 5-1 in his last Pan-Am), 
plus experts Anthony 
Rozenvasser (3-3) and David Steel 
(4/%-1%). The Stanford Cardinal 
team was FM Philip Wang (3-3), 
masters Etan Ilfeld (2%-3 ¥,), 
Jordan Mont-Reynaud (4¥,-1¥,), 
Michael Aigner (4-2). 

The Cal-Stanford match was 
tied 2-2, in which Black won every 
game— Wang and Mont-Reynaud 
won for Stanford, Rozenvasser 
and Steel for Cal. 


White: Dennis Rylander, University 
of Texas at Dallas “A” (2267) 
Black: David Steel, California 
(2087) 

Nimzo-Indian Defense 

Notes by David Steel 


1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. 
Qc2 <5 5. dc5 Bc3 6. Qc3 Ne4 7. 
Qa3 


amore Siow] 


rele ele 


ifpest continuation, 
ite had played a little 


3 y? After 9. cb6 ab6 
there might have followed: 

10. g3 Bb7 11. Bg2 Nac 12. 
Qb4 Ra4 13. Bc5 Rb4 14. Bb4 Of6 - 
bas 

10. Nf3 Bb7 11. Qb3 Qe7 12. 
g3 dS 13. cd5 BdS 14. Bb6 Nb4 15. 
Rel Na2 16. Rc7 Nc3 -+; 

10. Qb3 Qe7 11. Bb6 (11. Qb6 
Nb4!) Rb8 12. Qe3 (12. a4 Qd6 13. 
aS Qd2 mate) Qb4 13. Kd] Rb6 14. 
Qe4 Rd6 15. Kc2 Rd2 16. Kc] Qb2 
mate. 


9. cb6 ab6é 10. f3 Qh4 11. g3 
Ng3 12. Bf2 Qc4 


















13. hg3 


On 13. Bg3 then 13...Nb4 14. 
Qa8 Nc2 15. Kf2 Qc5 16. Kg2 (16. 
e3 is best, when 16...Nal [16...Ne3 
also meets 17. Bd6] leads to 
Black’s defeat after 17. Bd6 Qc2 
[17...Qc1 18. Ba6] 18. Be2 f6 19. 
Nh3 +-, and on 16...Qe3 17. Kg2 0- 






O, the simple 18. Qe4 Qd2 19. (t 
gives White the win.) 16...Ne3} 
Kh3 (17. Kf2 Nc2 is a draw) Qh; 
(17...Qf5 forces a simple mate: | 
Kh4 g5 19. Kh5 Qg6 mate)18, ph 
f5 was my intention, when 18. } 
shuts the white queen out from 
defending on e4, and if Qa4 
instead, then ...g5 and ...f4 wij] 
seal the white king’s tomb. Hoy. 
ever, I had not noticed that 19 
Qc8 wins for White because the 
bishop cuts off e7. 


13...Nb4 14. Qa8 Nc2 15. Kd) 
Nal 16. Qe4 Qa2 17. Bd4 f5? 


Rozenvasser suggested 
17...d5 18. Qd3 Nb3 19. Kel Baf 
as the only way for Black to pla 
A most principled continuation 
leads to a perpetual check: 20. 
Qc3 0-0 21. Bg7 Rc8 22. QFE Qh! 
23. Kf2 Rcl 24. Nh3 Be2 25. Qad3 
(25..Ke2? (25. Be2 Rh1]}] Oc2 24 
Ke3 Qd2 mate) Kg7 26. Qg5=, o 
White can try 20. Qe3 0-0 21. Kf) 
Rc8 22. Bg2 (or 22. Nh3) Rc2 to 
get chances to win. 


18. Q@e5 Nb3 19. Ke3 Ndé4 20, 
Qg7 f4 21. Kf2 fg3 22. Kg2 Ri 


23. Qd4 Qb1 24. Qbé6 Resigns | 





White: Michael Aigner, Stanford 
(2214) 

Black: David Steel, California 
(2087) 

Bird’s Opening 

Notes by David Steel 


1. £4 NfF6 2. NF3 g6 3. Nc3 d54, 


e3 Bg7 5. g3 0-0 6. Bg2 bé6 7.4 


Bb7 8. 0-0 c5 9. Ne5 


This move is my opponent's 
first error, besides playing an 
opening for the black pieces with 
White. I think White should have 


proceeded with 9. Qel or Qe? alll, 


attempted to follow with e4. A 
possibility is 9. Qe2 d4 10. ed4 
cd4 11. Ne4 Nd5, whereupon 


might follow 12. Bd2 Nd7 13. Bél 
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cd4 11. Ne4 Nd5, whereupon 
might follow 12. Bd2 Nd7 13. Bel 
(intending Bf2) Ne3 14. Rf2 when 
Black has at least ...Ng4 plus the 
stronger _ Rc8. White therefore 


should not make the move 13. Bel 
_ jnstead 13. c3 dc3 14. bc3 leads 


to an interesting position. 

9,,.Nc6 10. Nc6 Bc 11. g4 Qd7 
12.95 Ne8 13. Ne2 Ndé 14. 
Ng3 Rad8 15. h4 Nf5 


Now 16. Bh3 is met by e6, with 


, similar structure to the game. If 
white tried 16. Qg4, then Black 
could play e5 with a wilder game, 
or simply 16...Ng3 17. Qg3 Rfe8. 


16. Nf5 gf5 
The transformation of the 


pawn structure seems favorable to 


the second player. The black 
kingside is NOW untouchable by a 
pawn storm, SO White’s only 


aggressive plan becomes breaking 


in the center with e4. However, 
this is not so easy to accomplish, 
and perhaps not even good. 

17. QF3 Qb7 18. Rb1 Rd6é 19. 
Qh3 e6 


White now has the option of 
20. b4, causing complications. 


Then Black’s most ambitious plan, 
20...Qa6 21. a3 Qa4 22. Rf2 a5 23. 
bc5 bc5 looks good, while 20...cb4 


would also favor Black. 
20. Bd2 a5 21. Rfel Ra8! 


This move is necessary to 
prepare ...a4, so if White replies 
b4, the rook gains scope after 


_ab3. From here White continues 


to play nonchalantly, but closer 
inspection reveals that he could 
play 22. Qh1! at some time to aid 
his pawn’s advance to e4. How- 
ever, Michael Aigner loves to 
attack. 


22. Re2 a4 23. h5 b5 24. Bf3 b4 


25. Rg2 b3 26. cb3 ab3 27. a3 
d4 28. Bc6 Qc6 29. g6 fg6 30. 
hg6 hé 

Black has created some play 
on the queenside whereas White 
has only succeeded in braining 
himself on a brick wall on the 
kingside. It was apparent this 
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On the Cover: Philip Wang (left) faced grandmaster Yury Shulman on board one 
in Stanford’s match against University of Texas at Dallas’s “A” team. UTD won the match 
31, V,. On boards two and three for the Cardinal are Etan Ilfeld and Jordan Mont- 


Reynaud. 


Above: Same match, different angle, plus a couple of wallboard monitors. 


Photos by Michael Aigner 


oe 


would happen since Black’s 16th 
move, so why White chose to do it 
is unclear. His position 1s now 
difficult: 31. Rel de3 and Black 
wins a pawn on b2 or d3 depend- 
ing on how White recaptures. 31. 
Re2 c4 32. e4 c3 33. Bel c2 34. 
Rel Ra3 35. ba3 Qa4 looks win- 
ning for Black. 


31. e4? fe4 32. f5 ef5 33. QF5 e3 
34. Bel Rf8 35. Qh5 Rff6 36. 
Bg3 Rg6 37. Rf1 Rd5 38. Rf5 RF5 
39. QF5 Qf6 40. Qd5 Kh7 41. 
Qe4 Qe6 42. QFf3 e2 

The finer point is that on 43. 
Bel, 43...Qe3 ends the game. 
43. Kh2 Rg3 44. Qg3 BeS5 45. 
Resigns 





White: Michael Aigner (Stanford) 

(2214) 

Black: Kit-Sun Ng (University of 

Toronto) (2128) 

Closed Sicilian 

Notes by NM Michael Aigner 
This was a big match for the 

Stanford Cardinal, as we faced a 

formidable team featuring two 

IMs (Yan Teplitsky and Igor 


Zugic). Since I was the only 
member of the team playing a 
lower-rated opponent, it is obvi- 
ous that I had to win. 


1. e4! c5 2. Nc3 


Although I have developed a 
reputation as a 1. f4 specialist, I 
prefer a more manly opening 
when I must play for a win. The 
closed Sicilian has become one of 
my pets in the past year. 


2...d6 3. g3 Nc6 4. Bg2 Nf6 


An unusual move order. More 
standard is 4...g6 and 5...Bg7 with 
a possibility of 6...Nf6. 

5. d3 g6 6. h3 

The point of Black’s fourth 
move is that the immediate 6. Be3 
is met by 6...Ng4 7. Bd2 Bg7 8. h3 
Nf6, and White has nothing spe- 
cial. However, more precise for 
White is 6. f4, transposing into 
known lines. 

6... Bg7 7. f4 e6 

A very committal move! Black 
indicates very early that he is 
playing for a d6-d5 pawn break. 


8. Nf3?! 
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This is an aggressive move 
that controls the d4 square and 
sets up tactics against the c5 
pawn after undermining the d6- 
pawn with e4-e5. 


9...Qc7 10. O-O b6 


Although Black has played 
rather passively so far, he has a 
solid position, in part due to 
White’s error on move 8. | antici- 
pated that my opponent was 
preparing d6-d5: for example, 11. 
Qd2 d5 12. ed5 (12. e5 Nd7 in- 
tending to castle and play ...f6) 
Nd5 13. Nd5 ed5 14. d4 c4 and 
Black’s bishops both become more 
active. 


11. Ne2 d5 12. e5 Ng8?! 


12...Nd7 followed by castling 
and ...f6 seems more precise. 
Obviously Black wishes to relocate 
the knight on either f5 or dS. 
White would like to play 13. c4 
Ne7 14. Nc3, hitting the d5-pawn 
and threatening to hop to d6 via 
e4 if the pawn moves. Unfortu- 
nately, 14...d4 wins a piece. 
Hence, the following prophylaxis. 


13. Bf2 Nge7 14. <4! 0-O 


Black finally castles, perhaps 
too late. Moving the d5-pawn 
permits the maneuver Ng5-e4-d6. 
White has significant pressure 
against Black’s center and has a 
small but comfortable opening 
advantage. 


15.Nc3 f5? 
Page 30 
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Nd4 Nd4 18. Qd4 
dS 20. Nd5 ed5 21. 












The text provides a clear 
positional edge to White. 


16...Nd5 17. Nd5 ed5 18. d4! 


This fixes Black’s d5-pawn as a 
target for future tactics. 


18...c4 19. Qd2 h6 


White has obtained a favorable 
position with a somewhat static 
central pawn structure, but has to 
relocate his pieces in order to 
convert the point. Since Black has 
no immediate threats, White has 
time to maneuver his f3-knight to 
e3, where it attacks d5 in conjunc- 
tion with the bishop and also 
supports g3-g4 to pressure f5. 


20. Nel Be6é 21. Nc2 Rfd8 


Black desperately needs 
counterplay with his queenside 
pawns before White’s pieces are 
coordinated for a decisive 
kingside attack. The text defends 
dS while allowing the g7-bishop to 
access the b4 square via f8. 


22. Ne3 b5 23. g4! 


Having identified d5 as one 
target, White’s next objective is to 
create a second weakness on f5. 


23...Bf8 


Worse is 23...fg4 24. hg4 
where White’s threat to make 
connected passed pawns on e5 
and f5 is crushing. 


24. gf5 gf5 25. Nc2 


Eliminating all counterplay by 
Black, similar to 25. Kh2 Nb4 26. 
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Rgl1 Kh7 and now 27. Bf] to 
prevent the knight from Setting 
d3. From a psychological pers, 
tive, I hoped to frustrate my 
opponent by offering him zer) 
chances as his clock ticked ung: 
15 minutes to reach move 45. 


25...Qf7 26. BF3 


White proceeds with a plan; 
rook activity along the g-file ant 
bishop infiltration via h4 and}; 
while still maintaining a Wwatchfi 
eye on the weaknesses on d5 ani 
f5. I was already dreaming of 
playing 32. Qg2 with threats 
against black’s king as well as th 
d5 pawn. 


26...Ra7 27. Kh2 Qe8 28. Rg] 
Rg7 29. Rg7 Bg7 30. Rg] Kh? 


Better is 30...Kh7, keeping 
another piece on the key g6 
invasion square. Despite the 
flurry of trades, White’s advanty 
has increased — Black’s three 
weaknesses (d5- and f5-pawns 
plus his king) are not easily 
eliminated in the face of White's 
increased piece activity. 


31. Bh4 Rd7 32. Qg2 Qf7 33. 
Qg6 
Black cannot afford to trade 


queens, as 33... Qg6 34. Rg6 lose 


one of the minor pieces on the 
sixth rank. Here it becomes 
obvious how critical Black’s erro 
on move 30 has become. 


33...b4! 
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Black does what he should 
nave been doing much sooner: 
counterattack! This is a critical 
moment of the game for White if 
ne wants to win: (A) 34. Qf7 BE7 

and White's attack has disap- 
peared. (B) 34. Bf6 Qg6! 35. Rg6 
Kh7 36. Rg7 Rg7 37. Bg7 Kg7 with 
, dangerous endgame because of 
plack’s queenside maj ority. (C) 
34, BhS b3 35. ab3 ab3 and now 
only the computer move 36. Nal! 
saves the day: 36.. .Nd4 37. Bf2 
Nc6 38. Nb3. | quickly realized 
that the only way to proceed was 
¢o neutralize Black's pawns imme- 


diately. 
34, b3! cb3 35. ab3 Rc7 


At this juncture I considered 
the state of the match. With 
stanford leading 1.5-0.5, but FM 
Philip Wang in an inferior position 
on board 1, I knew that I had to 
play cautiously, yet to win. In all 
likelihood, the result of the match 
would be determined by my game. 
Since my kingside threats were 
not yielding anything concrete, | 


decided to regroup my forces for 
a second wave of attack. Also, by 
changing the focus of my attack, | 
force my opponent to respond 
accurately despite time pressure. 


36. Qg2 Qf8 37. Qe2 


Promising yet somewhat less 
clear is 37. BdS Bd5 38. Qd5 Ned 
39. feS Rc2 40. Rg2. Being a little 
low on time myself, I chose some- 
thing more concrete. 


37...Nb8?! 


Certainly 37...Qc8 looks more 
normal. The text lets White's 
knight back to e3. 


38. Ne3 Qc8 39. Qg2 Nc6 40. 
Nd5 


Finally I have the courage to 
liquidate the pawn structure that 
was established on move 18. 
Ironically, maintaining the pawns 
with 40. Rdl is more precise, as 
Black can’t adequately defend d5. 
Nonetheless, White is winning. 


40...Bd5 41. Bd5 Nd4 42. Qg6 
Qd7 


Here’s a problem for all stu- 
dents of tactics: White to move 


and win! Hint: moving the d5- 
bishop is wimpy. 


Yi, ie 
rt 
a 
Se es 


Ui, 


Yj, 
1 


a mons 
oe 





43. Bf6 Rc2 44. Kg3 

Mate in six! For example: 
44...Ne6 45. Kh4 (45. Be6 works 
too) Rg2 46. Rg2 Of7 47. Qh6 Kg8 
48. Rg7 Kf8 49. Qh8 Qg8 50. Qg8 
mate. 
44...Ne2 45. Kh4 Rc7 

Black makes time control with 
a few seconds to spare. But... 


46. Qh6é mate 


Girls Rule at Sojourner Truth Tournament 


Continued from Page 18 


Bc4 BcS 4. b4 Bb4 5. c3 Bc5 6. 0-0 
d6 7. d4 ed4 8. cd4 Bb6 9. Nc3 Nf6 
10.e5 deS 11. Ba3 Bd412. Qb3, 
threatening 13. Bf7 Kd7 14. Qe6 
mate. White nicely reached a won 
endgame after 12... Be6 13. Be6 
fe6 14. Qe6 Ne7 15. Nd4 ed4 16. 
Rfel Qd7 17. Qe7 Qe7 18. Re7 

Kd8 19. Rd1. 11. Qb3 also pre- 
vents Black from playing ...d5, but 
Black should probably reply 
[tee 2. OCS 5. 


11...Nc3 12. Qc3 0-0 13. 0-0 


White has connected her 
rooks, while Black needs three 
moves to do the same. 


13...d6 14. Rael Bg4 


Threatening 15...Bf3 and 
16...Nd4. 
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15. Re3 Re8 16. Rfel Re3 17. 
Re3 h6é 


I don’t see the purpose of this. 


18. d5 


slide back to d3 to join che 
18...Ne5 : 
If 18...Bf3, hoping for 19 de 
Bc6, White answers 19. Rf3 Ne5 
20. Rg3 with a won game. 
19. Ne5 de5 20. Rg3 Qg5 
Loses a bishop, but White’s 
initiative was growing with 
21. h3 Qh4 22. Rg4 Qf6 | 


White has a material . ati 


ere eet 


teat 


greater center control. 
23. f4 


If 23...ef4, 24. Qf6 and Black’s 
g-pawn is pinned. 


23...Re8 24. Bb5 Re7 25. Bd3 
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Akopian, Peters, Ivanov Split the 
Wishbone at Fresno Championship 


By Bonnie Yost 

Once again chessplayers were 
served a pre-Thanksgiving chess 
feast at the 8 Annual Fresno 
County Championship held No- 
vember 18 and 19 in Fresno. Fifty- 
five players in the Open and 
Reserve sections sampled the 
excellent playing conditions — 
Allan Fifield served as maitre d’ 
while Dennis and Marian Wajckus 
and I waited tables. 

Based on tiebreaks, local 
player and senior master Artak 
Akopian was named the Open 
Champion. He and IMs Jack Peters 
and Igor Ivanov finished with four 
points each. 

The Reserve Championship 
(under 1600) was won by young 
Benjamin Tejes with 4.5 points. 

Our next event will be the 21 
Annual San Joaquin County 
Championship on May 19 and 20. 





8th Fresno County Championship 
Open Section 
Artak Akopian 4 


Jack Peters 


1-3 $317 


Igor lvanov 


1 Expert Preston Polasek 3.5 $150 
2 John Barnard 3 $70 
1A Keith Yost 3 $100 
2-4A Chris Pascal 25). S17 
Walter Stellmacher 
Carolyn Withgitt 
1-28 Richard Somawang 2.5 $110 
Raul Bugnosen 
Reserve Section 
1-2 Benjamin Tejes 4.5: $150 
Ruturaj Pathal 
1D Richard Pacheco 3.5 $140 
2-3D John Estrada 3 «6$30 
Rusty Friesen 
1-2E Daniel Hayman 2.5 350 
Summit Roshan 
1U1000 Tyler Barnard 3.5 $140 
2-3 U1000 David Tataryan 2S S30 


Nicholas Robinson 

























White: Tyler Barnard (905) 
Black: Rusty Friesen (1327) 
Exchange Slav 

Notes by Allan Fifield 


1. c4 Nf6 2. Nc3 c6 3. Nf3 d5 4. 
cd5 Nd5 5. Nd5 cd5 6. d4 Bg4 7. 
Ne5 Bh5 8. Qa4 Nd7 9. e3 a6 
10. g4 Bg6 11. Ng6?! 


Opens a useful file for his 
opponent on the kingside. 


11... hg6 12. Bg2 e6 13. 0-0 

It is much too airy on the 
kingside. 
13...Bd6 14. e4 Bh2 15. Kh1 Qh4 
16. ed5 Bg3 17. Resigns 





White: H. Daud (2153) 

Black: Alvin Setzepfandt (1776) 
Reti Opening 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.g3 e6 3.Bg2 Be7 
4.0-0 0-0 5.d3 d5 6.Nbd2 c5 7.e4 
Nc6 8.Rel Qc7 9.e5! 


Thematic. If White can play e5 
in this type of position without 
punishment he should always 
have a better game 


9...Nd7 10.Qe2 Nb4? 


From here the knight just gets 
kicked back to c6 with a loss of 
time. 10.....55 with the idea of 
gaining space on the queenside is 
one better idea. 


11.Nf1 


More or less forced but a move 
White wanted to make anyway. 


11....b6 12.Bf4 Baé 13.a3 Nc6 
14.h4 Rac8 15.N1h2 c4? 


Releasing the tension in the 
center helps White’s coming 
kingside assault. Black’s only 
chance here is to keep ...cd4 in 
reserve and disrupt White’s 
kingside attack at the right mo- 
ment. 


16.d4 Qb7 17.3 


A perfect attacking positigy 
17...Rce8 18.Bh3 Qc8 19.Ng5} 


There has to be a winning 
sacrifice here. 


20.Ne6! fe6 21.Be6 Kh8 22.Qy 


The white bishop on e6 at- 
tacks everything. 


22...Rd8 23.Bh6 gh6 24.Qgq6 
Nf6 25.Bc8 Resigns 


—————————— 


White: David Tataryan (936 
Black: S. Nunez (1310) 
Center Counter Defense 

Just like the old Saturday 
night fights, two brawlers bash 
out head-to-head in the middle 
the ring with no pretense of 
defense. In the end, young Davi 
Tataryan lands the last big punc 
to score a 374-point upset. 


1.e4 d5 2.ed5 Nf6 3.Nc3 Nd5 


4.Bc4 Nc3 5.bc3 e6 6.NFf3 a6 7, 
0 b5 8.Bb3 c5 9.c4 Qf6 10.c3 bi 





Only 10 moves and slugging ° 


away at each other! 


11.Bb2 Bd6 12.Qc1 0-0 13.cb4 
Qg6 14.bc5 Bc5 15.d4 Bb7! 
16.Bc2 Qg4 17.h3 Qh5 18.dc5 | 
Bf3 19.gf3 Qf3 20.Qg5 f6 
21.Qh4 g6 22.Be4! 


———————— ssa 
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Kapow! A nice shot at the end 
ofa long string of tactical 
counterpunches but what is really 
mpressive 1S how efficiently 
pavid, rated only 936, finishes off 
the game. 
91,..Qe2 23.Ba8 Qb2 24.Rab1 
Qe5 25.Rb7 Rf7 26.Rf7 Kf7 
97.Qh7 Ke8 28.Rd1 Qg5 29.Kh1 
Qc5 30.Qg8 Ke7 31.Rd8 Nd7 
37.Qe8 Kd6 33. Qd7 Resigns 

cies ee 
White: Jack Peters (2525) 
Black: Tom Dorsch (2223) 
Nimzovich Sicilian 
1.e4¢5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. e5 Nd5 4. 
Nc3 e6 5. Nd5 ed5 6. d4 Nc6 7. 
dc5 Bc 8. Qd5 Qb6 9. Bc4 BF2 
10. Ke2 0-0 11. Rf1 BcS 12. Ng5 
Ne5 

?|—Spassky. 
13.Qe5 d5 14. Bd5 

14. Qd5 (+/- Spassky) Re8 15. 
Kf3 Of6 16. Kg3 Bd6 17. Rf4 Be6 
18. Ne6 Re6 19. Qd6 Qg6 20. Rg4 
Re3 21. Be3 Qd6 22. Kf2 Re8 23. 
Rf4 Re7 24. Bb3 Qe5 25. Rel g5 
26. Rf3 Kg7 27. Rdl f6 28. Kgl g4 
29, Bd4 Resigns—Spassky-Ciric 
Marianske Lazne 1962. 


14,..Bg4 





15. RF3 


Interposing with a minor piece 
relieves the pressure on f7, and 
would enable Black to play 
. Raeg, 
15..h6 


15...Rae8? 16. Bf7 Rf7 17. Qeg 
Rf8 +-, 
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Aaa Akopian (playing White) and Jack Peters tied for first place at the 8th Fresno Bitty 
Championship. 


16. Ne4 Bf3 17. Kf3 


White’s exposed king compen- 
sates somewhat for Black's sacri- 
ficed material, but Black has one 
fewer piece developed, and 
White’s threats to exchange pieces 
give him the initiative. 
17...Bd4 18. Qd6 Qb5 

The other move to avoid an 
exchange of queens, 18...Qa5, 
enables White to further develop 
his game by 19. Bd2. 


19. c4 Qa4 20. b3 Qe8 21. Rb1 


White has a number of threats. 






21...Be5 22. ea) has 
A Frank Marshall move! es 
22.. ag 


00 


atte atta atatatetetatel 
eter ereteeleleleelele 


32. Nf7 Kh7 33. Qe6 ‘ad? 34. 
California Chess Journal 


Photo by Allan Fifield 


Be4 Qd1 35. Kg3 Qh5 36. h4 
Bd4 37. Rd3 Bg7 38. Rd5 Re- 
signs 





White: Artak Akopian (2323) 
Black: Jack Peters (2525) 

Sicilian Defense 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 cd4 4. 
Nd4 Qb6 5. Nb3 Nf6 6. Nc3 e6 
7. Be3 Qc7 8. Bd3 aé 9. 0-0 Be7 
10. f4 d6 11. Kh1 0-0 12. Qf3 b5 
13. Rael Bd7 14. Bgl Rfe8?! 


Is this an error weakening f7? 


chy 14.. ae 


statetets  “alotetererscetereceserenesesessansessenststarststanetatatetatatetatatetatetetatatstetetetatetetatetetareteteretete” 
wretelelete 











Rudolf Wins Region XI Women’s Ope; 


Anna Rudolf 





Continued from Page 31 


Kovacs winner to join the So- 
journer Truth tournament, but 


with a FIDE rating of 2087, Rudolf 


chose instead to play in the 
women’s event. 


Rudolf won the Kovacs Memo- 
rial with 8¥, of 9, and she has won 
two straight Hungarian champion- 


ships for girls under 14, and 
under 12. Two years ag she 





White: Diana Lanni (1950) 
Black: Anna Rudolf (2087) 
Philidor Defense 

Notes by Anna Rudolf 


1. e4 d6 2. d4 Nf6 3. Nc3 Nbd7 
4. Nf3 e5 5. Bc4 Be7 6. 0-0 


White’s pieces are scattered on 
6. Bf7?! Kf7 7. Ng5 Kg8 8. Ne6 Qe8 
9. Nc7 Qg6 10. Na8 (10. 0-0!?) Qg2 
11. Rf1 ed4! 12. Qd4 NeS 13. f4 
Nfg4! 14. Qd5 Nf7 with ...Bh4 to 
follow. 


C6 7. de5?! 


7. a4! 0-0 8. Rel maintains 


White’s space advantage. 


7...de5 8. Qe2 b5 9. Bd3 0-0 10. 
Bg5 Qc7 11. a4 b4 12. Ndl Nc5 
13. Nd2 h6é 


5: Gaol: 


14. Bh4 Neé 15. Bg3 Nd4 














28. f6! BF8 29. fg7 Bg7 30, i, 
Re5 31. Nf5 Nc5 32. f3 Qb6 3; 
Rb1 Qc7 34. Rb& Qb8 35. Rd) 


35, Be6b! 


35...Ne4 36. fe4 Qe8 37. Nu 
Qe7 38. Qd3 Re6! 39. ¢4 ¢5 4 
Qg3?! 


40. NfS!= 
40...Rg6 
Black has a clear advantage 


41. Qf4 Bd4 42. Rd4 cd4 43, yy 
Qg5 44. Resigns 





White: Anna Rudolf (2087) 
Black: Colette McGruder (1915) 
Closed Sicilian 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Nc3 Nc6) 
g3 Bg4 5. h3 BhS 6. Bg2 Nf67 
d3 e6 8. Ne2 Bf3 9. Bf3 g6 10, 
Bg5 Bg7 11. Qd2 Qa5 12. ¢3 
Ne5 13. Bg2 h6 14. Be3 Qaé}} 
Rdl c4 16. Ncl cd3 17. Nd3 Ni 
18. Qd3 Qd3 19. Rd3 Ke7 20, 
Ke2 Rad8 21. Rhdl Rd7 22. ¢} 
de5 23. Bc5 Ke8 24. Bb7 Rd}? 
Rd3 Nd5 26. Bc6 Kd8 27. c4el 
28. Rdl Kce7 29. cd5 ed5 30. Bi 
f5 31. Rel Kd7 32. Ba7 Bb2 33, 
Rb1 Be5 34. Bc5 Rc8 35. Rb7 2 
36. Bb6 Rb7 37. Bb7 g5 38. af 
h5 39. a5 Bc7 40. Bc7 Kc7 4], 
Bd5 Kb8 42. Ke3 Ka7Z 43. Bed} 


44. gf4 gf4 45. Kf4 Ka 46. Ke}, 


Ka5 47. f4 Resigns 


White: Elizabeth Shaughnessy 
(1570) 

Black: Bonnie Yost (1023) 
Scotch Game 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4.d54, 


ed5 Qd5 5. Nc3 Bb4 6. Bd2 Be 
7. Bc3 e4 8. Ne5 Nge7 9. Bc4 
Qd6 10. Nf7 Qg6 11. Nh8 Qg? 


12. Rf1 Nf5 13. d5 Ndé 14. dé | 
Nc4 15. Qh5 g6 16. Qd5 Ndé , 


17. Qe5 Kd8 18. O-0-O bcé 19. 
Nf7 Kd7 20. Nd6 cd6 21. Rdé 
Kce7 22. Rg6 Kb6 23. Rg2 Re- 
signs 
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Arcata 

Tuesdays 6:30-11 p.m. 
Arcata Community Center 
321 Community Park Way 
James Bauman 


[707] 822-7619 


Berkeley 

Fridays 7 p.m. 

Epworth United Methodist Church 
1953 Hopkins 

Alan Glasscoe 

(510) 652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursdays 7 p.m. 

Burlingame Lions Club 

990 Burlingame Ave. 

Scott Wilson 

(450) 355-9402 
www.burlingamechessclub.com 


Campbell 

Thursdays 7- 11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Community Center 
Fred Leffingwell 
fleffing@cisco.com 

(408) 732-5188, (408) 526- 
7090 work 


Carmichael 

Mondays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
4701 Gibbons 


El Dorado Hills 
Sundays 5-8 p.m. 
Oak Ridge Library 
1120 Harvard Way 
Troy Pendergraft 
(916) 941-1625 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:30-11 p.m. 
Borders Books and Music 
Hans Poschmann 
hspwood2@home.net 
(510) 656-8505 


Hayward 
Mondays 9 p.m. 
lyon’s Restaurant 


25550 Hesperian Blvd. 


Humboldt County 
Bob Phillips 
(707) 839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7 p.m.-midnight 
lawrence Livermore Lab South 
Cafeteria 

Charles Pigg 

(510) 447-5067 


Merced 
Fridays 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


March/April 2001 


Places to Play 


Send changes and new information to californiachessjournal@cattekin.vip.best.com. 


Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 


Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 

(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 
Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 


p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
915 27th St. 

Stewart Katz 

(916) 444-3133 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


San Leandro 
Saturdays 12 noon 
Everybody’s Bagel Shop 
1099 MacArthur Blvd. 
(510) 430-8700 


Santa Clara 

Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 
p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

Francisco Sierra 


(408) 241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 Fourth St. 

Keith Halonen 

(707) 578-6125 

























Editorial 


coated cover?.” 


shiny, coated paper! 


— A Book by Its Cover 
Thanks to you who had nice things to say about 


my first issue of the California Chess Journal, and 
thanks also to you who asked: “Where’s the shiny, 


We can’t afford it, because it adds about a 
dollar to the cost of producing each copy of the 
magazine, and we are now aiming to publish six 
times a year instead of four. The CalChess board of 
directors at its February 3 meeting launched a 
patron program, the details for which are on page 
2. If you send money, we will thank you very much 
and list you as a patron of CalChess —perhaps on 


Please enjoy 32 pages of chess news in this 
issue, including annotations by grandmaster Yury 
Shulman and a treatise on the Advance French by 
international master Vinay Bhat. 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 
Mike Haun 

(707) 537-0162 


Stanford 

Mondays 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union Rm. 550-550d 
Adrian Keatinge-Clay 

(415) 497-0598 


Stockton 

Fridays 7-11 p.m. 

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave. 


Sunnyvale 
Tuesdays 8 p.m. 
LERA Bldg. 160 

Ken Stone 

(408) 629-5530 
Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 
Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 
Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 


Woodland 

Sundays 3:30-9 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
630 Lincoln Ave. 


Don Copeland 
(530) 666-0868 


Yuba City 

Mondays and Wednesdays 7-11 
p.m. 

Carl’s Jr. 

Bridge St. and Highway 99 

Tom Giertych 

(916) 671-1715 
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Tournament Calendar 


Events marked with an asterisk offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members 


Date Event Location Discount 
March 16-18 Jessie Jean’s Open Chess Tournament Santa Rosa a 
Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 
March 18 Jessie Jean’s Action Chess Tournament Santa Rosa i 
Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 
March 24-25 Ohlone Spring Sectional Fremont ; 
Hans Poschmann, 4621 Seneca Park Avenue, Fremont 94538 (51 0) 656-8505 hspwood2@home.net 
March 24 Central California Adult/Scholastic Amateur Turlock 

John Barnard, 3505 Spangler Lane #103, Copperopolis (209) 736-1223 

March 30-April 1 A.J. Fink Memorial Amateur San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
April 7 Imre Konig Memorial G/30 San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
April 14-15 LERA Spring Championship Sunnyvale : 
Riley Hughes, 4019 Rector Common, Fremont 94538 (510) 623-1889 knowchess@aol.com 

April 20-22 Jessie Jean’s Open Chess Tournament Santa Rosa fi 
Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 
April 21 2001 Peninsula Game-in-15 Challenge San Mateo : 
Steve Cohen, POB 8024, Foster City 94404 (650) 349-7746 upscl@pacbell.net 

April 22 Jessie Jean’s Action Chess Tournament Santa Rosa ‘ 
Jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 
April 28-29 Walter Lovegrove Memorial Senior Open San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
May 5-6 Livermore Spring Championship Livermore - 
Riley Hughes, 4019 Rector Common, Fremont 94538 (510) 623-1889 knowchess@aol.com 

May 13 Charles Powell Memorial G/60 San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
May 19-20 San Joaquin Championship Fresno 

Dennis Wajckus, 5924 East Illinois Avenue, Fresno 93727-3566, (559) 252-4484 

May 26-28 Koltanowski Memorial : 


Tom Dorsch, POB 7453, Menlo Park 94026 (650) 322-0955 tomdorsch@aol.com 
eee 
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Contributors: Michael Aigner, Camilla 
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Cohen, Tom Dorsch, Michelle Evans, Michael 
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President: Richard Koepcke 
Vice-President: Hans Poschmann 
Treasurer: Doug Shaker 
Members at Large: Tom Dorsch 

Allan Fifield 

Dr. Alan Kirshner 
John McCumiskey 
Dr. Eric Schiller 
Carolyn Withgitt 











The California Chess Journal is published six 
times yearly by CalChess, the Northern California 
affiliate of the United States Chess Federation. A 
CalChess membership costs $15 for one year, $28 
for two years, $41 for three years, and includes a 
subscription to the California Chess Journal plus 
discounted entry fees into participating CalChess 
tournaments. Scholastic memberships for students 
under 18 are $13 per year. Family memberships, 
which include just one magazine subscription, are 
$17 per year. Non-residents may subscribe to the 
California Chess Journal for the same rates, but re- 
ceive non-voting membership status. Subscriptions, 
membership information, and related correspon- 
dence should be addressed to Frisco Del Rosario 
at 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414 
(650) 574-6029. 


The California Chess Journal gladly accepts sub- 
missions pertaining to chess, especially chess in 
Northern California. Articles should be submitted in 
electronic form, preferably in text format. Digital 
photographs are preferred also. We work on a 
Power Macintosh 9500 using ChessWriter 5.3 and 
Adobe PageMaker 6.5, but articles and photo- 
graphs created in lesser operating environments 
will be accepted at 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo 
CA 94402-2414, or cattekin@best.com. All submis- 
sions subject to editing, but we follow the unwritten 
rule of chess journalism that editors shouldn’t mess 
with technical annotations by stronger players. 































The deadline for submissions for the July/August 
issue is July 1. Seriously. 







Advertising Rates 
(Ask about huge discounts for multiple insertions) 
Back cover $125 Half Page $50 
Two pages $125 Quarter Page $25 
Full page $75 
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CalChess Patron Program 


Recent financial problems at the USCF have impacted a Variety of 
programs, including those which formerly provided some funding to 
state organizations. Traditionally, the USCF returned $1 of each adul 
membership and 50. cents of each youth membership to the state 
organization under its State Affiliate Support Program, but SASP was 
eliminated last year. | 

This resulted in a shortfall to the CalChess budget of nearly $200) 
and impacts our entire budget. The primary expense is the cost of 
producing and mailing the California Chess Journal, which has recent 
been expanded from four to six issues per year. 

Members of CalChess or interested parties who wish to support 
quality and growth of chess as a worthwhile activity in Northern Cal: 


fornia are encouraged to participate. Please send your contributionst 


CalChess , 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo, CA 94402. 
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Jim Eade Michael A. Padovani 


Curtis Munson 
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Dr. Alan Kirshner 
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Bhat, Chen, Setzepfandt, and Zierk Win 
CalChess Scholastic Championships 


he best-attended 
chess tournament 
in Northern Califor- 
nia history, the 
2001 CalChess State 
Scholastic Champi- 
onships, drew 1,275 players to the 
Santa Clara Convention Center 
March 3 and 4. 
International master Vinay 
Bhat, whose 2477 rating was 862 
points higher than the average 
rating of his six opponents, 
scored 6-0 to win the K-12 Open 
division, and the right to repre- 
sent Northern California in the 
Denker Tournament of High 
School Champions to be held at 
this year’s U.S. Open in 
Framingham, Mass. This will be 
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Bhat’s second try at the Denker — 
as a freshman two years ago, he 
and Florida’s Marcel Martinez 
finished 3-4 behind Andrei 
Zaremba and Vermont’s Steven 
Winer — and he’ll probably get a 
third shot if he wants it. Bhat, 
number 35 overall in the nation, is 
still just a junior at San Jose’s 
Lynbrook High School. (Last year, 
Bhat skipped the CalChess scho- 
lastic championships to work on 
making his IM norms, enabling 
Micah Fisher-Kirshner to win ina 
storybook upset.) 

Elliot Temple, the only expert 
in the field of 105, beat each of 
his opponents but Bhat for 5-1 
and his second place trophy. 
Samuel Kwok, rated 1365, also 
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scored 5-1 to finish third, and 
achieved a performance rating of 
1902 (IM Bhat’s performance 
rating for the event was 2015). 

Wesley Chen was a surprise 
winner in the K-8 Open section, 
taking advantage of top-seeded 
Matthew Ho’s loss to Alexander 
Tseung (1172), and racing off toa 
6-0 score. Chen upset second- 
ranked Michael Pearson in the 
fifth round and beat Michael 
O’Brien in the last round to earn 
the title of state champion. 
Pearson, O’Brien, Ho, and third 
seed Darren Kong finished 2nd- 
Sth with scores of 5-1. 

The top seed in the K-6 Open 
division, Alexander Setzepfandt 


Seer Seer reer errr rere errr rere errr 
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White: Elliot Temple (2006) 
Black: Vinay Bhat (2477) 
Stonewall Dutch 

Notes by IM Vinay S. Bhat 


1. d4 d5 2. c4 e63. cd5 ed5 4. 
Nc3 c6 5. e3?! Bdé 6. Bd3 f5!? 


Mixing things up a little bit. 
Now Black has a very good version 
of the Stonewall Defense — his 
light-squared bishop has an extra 


: TESTE square on e6, there is no central 
unrated Anthony Ferrer also won pressure following White’s ex- 


all five of their games, and placed change on dS, and White’s cl- 
2nd and 3rd on tiebreaks. bishop is entombed. 

Riley Hughes and Doug Shaker 
organized the event, but have Ze NZeaNUSls 





announced that they will not host The idea was the allow the b8- 
the 2002 engagement. National knight to get to e4 via d7 and f6, 
tournament director Allen Fifield | While having the f-pawn guarded. 
led the staff of tournament /...Nf6 was also possible. 
directors. 8. Rb1 


SS Sls 





International master Vinay Bhat, on the black side of the Stonewall, and Elliot Temple 
drew a crowd during their post-mortem. Even though the pair finished first and second in 
the individual competition, Bhat’s Lynbrook High School and Temple’s Berkeley Chess 
School only managed a tie for fourth in the team standings behind the first-place Success 
Chess School, Mechanics‘ Institute in second, and Bellarmine Prep. 


Photo by Shorman 
Page 4 California Chess Journal 


If 8. 0-0, 8...Bh2 (the simple 
8...0-0!? is probably correct) 
seems interesting, but after 9, 
Kh2 Qh4 10. Kg] Ng4 11. Rel qj 
12. Kh1, Black's best is a draw. 
8...a5 9. a3 0-0 10. b4 abd 1}, 
ab4 b5! 

Fixing the weak b4-pawn, 
while Black has control of the at 
c4-, and e4-squares, as well as 
control of the only open file. 
12. Qb3 Kh8 


White's idea can be seen aft 
i2e.0NG7? 1 5oN05-CO5. 1 Qd5, | 
when the a8-rook will fall. 


13. Bd2 
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13...Be6?! 


After this, White gains a few 
tempi by attacking the exposed | 
bishop, thereby opening up thec. 
file and causing Black some 


discomfort. Better is 13...Nd7!, | 


because Black should try to get 
his knight to b6 as soon as pos: — 
sible. Then White will not be able 


to make threats against the back: 


ward c6-pawn, so Black will have 


no trouble securing good squares | 


for his pieces: 14. NbS cb5 15. 
Qd5 Ra6 16. Bb5 Rb6. 


14. Nf4 Bg8 
On 14...Bf4?! 15. ef4, Black is 


left with domination of the light » 
tam te rg ne en acaeeeeeg eames 
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squares, but his e6-bishop will be 
forever out of the game. 


15, Nce2 Nd7 16. Qc3 

16. Qc2! would have been 
petter, Keeping an eye on the f5- 
pawn as well. 
16..Qc7 17. Rel Rfc8 18. 0-0 


Rad! 

18...g5 Wins a pawn after 19. 
\h3 Bh2 20. Kh] but Black's g- 
pawn, f-pawn, and Bh2 are all 
precariously placed. For example, 
after 20...g4 21. Nhf4 Bf4 22. Nf4 
White is doing fine despite the 
fact he is down a pawn. After 
plack guards against the threat of 
gb5, White can play g3, Kg2, and 
Rh] and then Black's exposed 
kingside will come under attack. 


19, Qc2 g6 20. Nc3 Ra6é 
If 20...Rb4?, then 21. Ncd5. 
21.Ral Qb7! 


Now Black's queen gets off c7 
(where threats of Nb5 could have 


been annoying) and manages to 
' yetain control of the a-file. 


22.Rab Qa6é 23. Qb2 Ra8 24. 
Rb1 Qa3 25. Nfe2 Ng4 26. g3 
Ngf6 27. Nel 


27. f3! was the only move, 


_ keeping Black out of e4. Now 


White must hope that Black can't 
improve his position any more, 
although ideas of swinging the 
Nf6 over to a6 via e8 and C7 to 
attack the b-pawn are possible. 


27..Ne4 28. Bel 


Now 28. f3 is too late, for 
after 28...Nd2 29. Qd2 Bb4 Black 
ls just up a pawn. 


28..Nb6 29. Kg2 Be6 30. h4 


— Kg8 31. N3a2 Nc4 32. Qa3 Ra3 
_ $3,.Rb3 Ra7 34. Nc3 h6 35. 


Ned? 


Black's idea of opening the h- 
file for mating threats is hard to 
meet, but the move played loses 
immediately. 


 35..de4 36. Bc4 Bc4 37. Rb1 Kf7 


_ $8.Bc3 Bd5 


k js 


ht 


oni } 


Not allowing White to open the 


long diagonal by the pawn sacri- 
tice d5. 


39. Kh3 

From this point, I am not 
completely sure of the moves as 
we were running short of time. 
39...Ra3 40. Bel g5! 


Opening a second front for the 
attack. 


41. hg5 hg5 42. Kg2 Ke6 43. 
Bd2 Bc4 44. Bel Ra7 45. Bc3 
Kd5 46. Bel f4 47. Nb3 Rh7 48. 
Na5 f3 49. Kg1 Bfl! 50. Resigns 

The threat of ...Bg2 and ...Rhl 
mate can only be prevented by 50. 
Kf1, when 50...Rh1 is still check- 
mate. 


White: Steven Zierk (1144) 

Black: Yuki Siegrist (773) 

Petroff Defense 

Notes by Steven Zierk and IM Jon 
Frankle 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Ne5 Bc5 


A gambit of sorts — for 
3...Nc6, see page 25. The main 
line of the Petroff Defense is 
3...d6 4. Nf3 Ne4 5. d4 d5, and so 
on. 


4.d4d6 5. Nf3 


Possible is 5. Nf7 Kf7 6. dc5 
Re8 7. Nc3. 


5...Bb6 6. Bd3 O-O 7. O-O Nc6 8. 


d5 


8. c3 is better, preserving the 
pawn center, and keeping Black’s 
bishop under wraps. 
8...Nd4 9. Nd4 

9. Ne1?!, trying to win the 
knight on d4 by preparing c3, 
would backfire. For example, 
9...Bg4! 10. Qd2 (10. f3 Nf3) Re8& 
11. c3 Ne4 12. Be4 Ne2 13. Kh] 
Re4 14. £3? Qh4! wins. 


9...Bd4 10. Na3 Be5 


10. Be2 Bb6 11. Nc3 is better 
for White. 


11. f4 


This weakens White's kingside 
with loss of tempo. 11. c3 first is 
better. 


11...Bd4 12. Kh1 





12...Ng4 13. Qe2 


This was a mistake; necessary 
was 13. Qel, guarding h4. After 
13. Qe2, Black could have won the 
exchange with 13...Nh2 14. Rg] 
(14. Kh2 Qh4 mate!) Ng4 15. g3 
Nf2 16. Kh2 Bg4 17. Qd2 Nd3 18. 
Qd3 Bgl 19. Kg]. Another possi- 
bility is 13...Nh2 14. Qel Nf1, etc. 


13...Qh4 14. g3 Qh3 


White started to think about 
trapping Black's queen now. 
Maybe better for Black is 14...Qe7. 


15. Nb5 Bb6 16. a4 a5 


16...a6 looks better. 16...£5 
would work well if the f5- and e4- 
pawns are exchanged, since if the 
Bd3 gets dislodged, Black will 
have ...Nh2, when White's queen 
is overworked. But 17. e5! is fine 
for White: for instance, 17...de5 
18. feS Re8 19. Bf4. 


On the Cover 


Our state scholastic champi- 
ons — left to right, interna- 
tional master Vinay Bhat, 
Wesley Chen, Alexander 
Setzepfandt, Steven Zierk — 
each hold a place on the USCF’s 
Top 50 lists for their age 
groups. 

Bhat, 16, is no. 1 in the 
country among 15- and 16-year- 
olds. He is also 35th overall. 

Chen, 12, is no. 40 in the 
11/12 age bracket, Setzepfandt, 
11, is no. 13. Zierk, 7, is ranked 
20th among children under 8. 

Cover and page 3 photos by 
Shorman. 
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K-12 Open 
Vinay Bhat 6 
Elliot Temple 5 
Samuel Kwok 
Benjamin Haun 
Lev Pisarsky 
David Petty 
Keith Yost 
Jesse Cohen 
Jeremy Fremlin 
10 Stephen Ho 
11 Monty Peckham 
12 Kris MacLennan 
13 Akash Deb 
14 Matthew Truong 
15 Benjamin Kavanaugh 
16 Robert Chan 4 
17 Simion Kreimer 
18 Scott Tarkul 
19 Christopher Pascal 
20 Edward Perepelitsky 
21 Benjamin Tejes 
22 Gary Huang 
23 Vy Phan 
24 Sergey Frenklakh 
25 Thinh Tran 
26 Alexander Kwan 
27 Prashant Periwal 
28 Phillip Keith 
Teams 
Success Chess School 17.5 
Mechanics’ Institute 17.5 
Bellarmine 16.5 
Berkeley Chess School 16 
Lynbrook High 16 
K-12 Under 1000 
Nicholas Ranish 6 
Ashneel Lal 5 
Ahmad Moghadam 
Jovi Gacusan 
Dan Nguyen 
Frank Lin 
Nikhil Chand 
~ Vincent Ng 
Brian Dole 
10 Gary Tao 
11 Ryan Dooley 
12 Brian Aller 
13 Barbara Goodkind 4 
14 Ravi Verma 
15 Lauren Goodkind 
16 Brian Lau 
17 Scott Donato 
18 Michael Fischer 
19 Jason Sockstorff 
20 Brenda Saeturn 
21 Joey Hazani 
22 Priyank Sheth 
23 Steven Galbraith 
Teams 
1 Berkeley Chess Schoo! 18 
2 Modesto High Schoo! 16 
3 Balboa High School 16 
K-8 Open 
Wesley Chen 
Michael Pearson 5 
Michael O'Brien 
Matthew Ho 
Darren Kong 
Jared Wood 
Ricky Yu 
Timothy Ma 
Oren Gazit 4 
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March 3- 4, 2001 


10 Anthony Hsiao 

11 Jamie Brett 

12 Jaime Lai 

13 Stephan Goupille 

14 Owen Lin 

15 Saurabh Sanghvi 

16 Jacob Green 

17 Christopher Wihledal 
18 Eugene Vityugov 


19 Neil Chao 

Teams 
1 Mechanics’ Institute 18.5 
2 Hopkins Junior High 17 


3 Berkeley Chess School 16 
K-8 Under 850 

Andrew Yun 

Nicholas Tapia 

Alok Pandey 5 

Rebecca Wong 

Keith Hunter 

Jessica Lee 

Richard Mehlinger 

Keith Schwarz 

Elisha Garg 

10 Stephen Tsay 

11 Emmanuel Garcia 

12 Rundill Thao 

13 Connor Rath 

14 Colin Ralls 4 

15 Matthew Boisdore 

16 Samantha Steadman 

17 Landon Hill 

18 Kavitha Ratnam 

19 Ching-Lin Ni 

20 Ellie Lee 

21 Philipp Semenenko 

22 Joanna Kwong 

23 Andrew Gutierrez 

24 Anthony Ramirez 


5.5 


4.5 


SOON OA OAR WHD — 


Teams 

1 Hopkins Junior High 17.5 
2 Biggs 17.5 
3 Berkeley Chess School 17 

K-6 Open 
1 Alex Setzepfandt 55 
2 Daniel Schwarz 5 
3. Daichi Siegrist 
4 Sam Galler 
5 Nicolas Yap 
6 Drake Wang 
7 Tyler Wilken 
8 Rahul Subramaniam 4.5 
9 Kevin Walters 


10 Michael Cambareri 4 
11 Sharon Tseung 
12 Anand Kesavaraju 
13 Kimberly Anonuevo 
14 Andres Fuentes-Afflick 
15 Edward Chien 
16 David Chock 
17 Ryan Ko 
18 Christopher Kohlhepp 
19 Tyrone Plata 
20 Gabriel Gordon 
21 Shaun Tse 
22 Igor Garbouz 
23 Ramon Qui 
24 Karl He 
25 Bei He 
26 William Connick 
Teams 
1 Mechanics’ Institute 19.5 
2 Berkeley Chess School 17.5 


Success Chess School 16 
K-6 Under 850 
Aaron Garg 6 
Edward Wu 
Sean Haufler a 
Tommy Liu 
Jonathan Jew 
Allen Tu 
Kelley Jhong 
Sam Birer 
Ankur Agrawal 
10 Arnav Shah 
11 Keith Moffat 
12 Kyle Hui 
13 Trevor Carothers 
14 Drew Lawson 
15 Michael Liu 
16 Michael Bird 
17 Davis Kingsley 4 
18 Anna Hauswirth 
19 Jake Magner 
20 Boris Burkov 
21 Sean Chou 
22 Tony Diepenbrock 
23 Brian Tsai 
24 Anuja Oza 
25 Iris Kokish 
26 Jules Kleinbrodt 
27 Jason Chang 
28 Evan Israel 
29 Eric Soderstrom 
30 Naseem Raad 
31 Ara Baghdassarian 
32 Nathan Wang 
33 Brandon Zeman 
34 Nick Thao 
Teams 
1 Mission San Jose 20 
2 Weibel Elementary 18.5 
3 Argonaut School 18 
K-6 Under 650 
Devina Brown 6 
Julia Herron 5.5 
Anuj Verma 5 
Mark Kokish 
Derek Hsu 
Shawn Conte 
Trevor Showalter 
Dylan Kenny 
Michael Wu 
10 Stephen Wang 
11 Tomas Fuentes-Afflick 
12 Sonia Gutierrez 
13 Quinn Gibson 
14 Allen Yen 
15 Chris Bannister 
16 Twisha Buch 
17 Rudy Sather 
18 Christian Kang 4 
19 Anthony Oshiro 
20 Craig Jeong 
21 Kelvin Tse 
22 Vincent Bonilla 
23 S. Cunningham-Bryant 
24 Mishu Sharma 
25 Reuben Ulanimo 
Teams 
1 Sheehy 19 
2 Weibel Elementary 17.5 
3 St. Mark’s 17 
K-6 Unrated 
1 Greg Bodwin 6 
2 Jason Song 5.5 


SOON A MGA WH — 


4.5 


OMAN AO OMA WD — 


4.5 
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Nick Druzhinin 5 


3 
4 Teddy Stenmark 
5 Marcus Griffiths 
6 Vincent Banh 
7 AlanTrinh 
8 Kevin Shen 
9 Hughes Chiang 
10 Cameron Khanzadian 
11 Alan Thep 
12 Christian Weeber 
13 Menso deJong 
14 Ray Pineda 
15 Kevin Markle 
16 Thomas Smith 
17 Adrian Sanborn 4 
18 A.J. Luft 
19 Brian Zhou 
20 Aaron Fong 
21 Timmy Weber 
22 Eric Yuan 
23 Ashwin Aravind 
24 Peter Luong 
25 Dennis McElhaney 
Teams 
1 Cherrywood 
Manchester GATE 
Biggs 
K-3 Open 
Steven Zierk 5 
Ankita Roy 
Anthony Ferrer 
Tatsuro Yamamura 
Emilia Krubnik 
Jacob Hall 
Robert Hsu 4 
Dustin Rudiger 
Alan Hwang 
10 Yuki Siegrist 
11 Graham McDaniel 
12 Peter Wu 
13 Tau Jeng 
14 Kevork Karakouzian 
15 Joshua Chiou 
16 Davis Xu 
17 Edgar Grigoryan 
18 Dylan Porter 
19 Jeffrey Li 
20 Allen Chang 
21 Jon Corey 
22 Jackson Stallings 
23 Cory McDowell 
24 Nathaniel Ho 
25 Lawrence Van Hook 
Teams 
1 Mechanics’ Institute 17.5 
2 Weibel Elementary 14 
3 Berkeley Chess School 14 


4.5 


17,5 
17.5 
7.5 


Ww NO 


4.5 


SOON AO MA WD — 


3.5 


K-3 Under 600 
Ryan Lee 5 
Titus Van Hook 
Matthias Wilken 4 
Caitlin Miller 


Connor Van Gessell 
Steven Rosten 
Alexander Lee 
Kartik Chillakanti 
James Burdick 

10 lan Newcomb 

11 Govind Ramnarayam 
12 Ning Jeng 

13 Dan Lewin 

14 Vicky Hwang 

15 William Wang 


SOON AO OMA WH — 


3.5 


CalChess State Scholastic Chess Championships 


16 Andrew Yeh 
17 Vivek Choksi 
18 Vivian Fan 
19 Shilpa Sharma 
20 Connor Carrejo 
21 Lawrench Lam 
22 Anthony Burke 
23 Margot Boorman 
24 Marie Navea-Huff 
25 Kyle Feng 
Teams 

St. Mark’s 
Berkeley Chess Schoo| | 
Weibel Elementary 

K-3 Unrated 
Christopher Missirlign 
Ranjeetha Bharath 
Jim Su 
Bryan Tsang 
Jonathan Hollenbeck 
Larry Zhong 
Brad Windsor 
Allan Hetke 
Alan Wang 
10 Eli Morris 
11 Christopher Lo 
12 Edwin Wang 
13 Alexander Chiou 
14 Jay Chen 
15 Ryan Jennings 
16 Abraham Jurado 
17 Anthony Kang 
18 Aries Lu 
19 Kevin Macario 
20 Samir Datta 
21 Roland Wu 
22 Steven Chang 
23 Kevin So 
24 Eric Uyemura 
25 Kevin Tai 

Teams 

1 Weibel Elementary _ | 
Gomes Elementary _ |/ 
Berkeley Chess School|i! 

Kindergarten 
Boris Kitapszyan : 
Christopher Wu Ai 
William Jou | 
Spencer Yee 
William Chen 
Mark Gofman 
Jeremy Chow 
Liz Oliphant 4) 
Patrick Dibble 


WN — 


SOON AO MA WH — 


GW NO 


OANA OA WH — 


] 


10 Kara Zeman b 


11 Griffin Sloves 

12 Christopher Streibing 

13 Joshua Tien 

14 Tristan Sather 

15 Nicholas Bird 

16 Thomas Strand 

17 Christopher Gardias 

18 Sid Akkiraju 

19 Benjamin Vierra 

20 Sina Vameghi 

21 Kali Navea-Huff 

22 Hannah Rubin 

23 Mason Vierra 

24 Jasper Ko Ls 

25 Tomoya Hasegawa 
Teams 

1 Success Chess School 4 

2 Nixon Elementary 
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Retter is 17...Bd7. Black's Ng4 
is currently better than White's 
gq3, and after Rf4, the knight can 
be supported with ...5. 
13, RF4 Nd3 19. Qd3 QhS5 

Black's queen is trapped. 
glack had to play ...g5 on move 18 
or 19. 
90, Rh4 Qh4 21. gh4 Re8 22. 
Bed 

A mistake by White, as .. 
now possible. 
99,.Re7 23. Bb6 cb6 24. Nd6 
Rd7 25. Qb5 

Indirectly protecting the 
knight (25...Rd6 26. Qe8 mate!) 
and threatening Nc8 followed by 
Black should play ...Rd8 or 
_Re7 to avoid the loss of a piece. 
95...h6 26. Nc8 Rc8 27. Qd7 Rc2 
98, e5 Rc4 29. e6 fe6 30. feb6 
Rg4 31. e7 Rg] 32. Rgl Kh7 33. 
e8 (Q) b5 34. Qg7 mate 


.Bf5 is 





White: Brian Chao (864) 

Black: Gabriel Gordon (1070) 
Hungarian Defense 

Notes by Brian Chao 


1.e4e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Nd4 


in 


tata! “2 
i abel 





Perhaps hoping for the greedy 
4.Ne5 Qg5 5. Nf7 Qg2 6. Rf1 Qe4 
/,Be2 Nf3 mate. 
4.Nc3 d6 5. h3 Nf6 6. 0-0 Be7 
1,d3 0-0 8. Be3 <5 9.a3 a5 

Creating a hole on b5 that 
White uses immediately. 





Kintherine Soult, gepretectiag ie Britton Middle Sitiesl of sReegen Hill, featts an even 
score in the K-8 Under 850 division. She wrote, “Chess is a great way to get to know 
people, since you already know you have something in common with them. A piece of 
everyone’s personality shines through their play, so you can easily become familiar with 
them. For example, a person who thinks everything through carefully must be a patient 
person, and a person who ignores surprise attacks or something must be absentminded.” 
Photo by Kevin Batangan 





10. Nb5 


Preparing to evict the black 
knight with c3. The like-minded 
10. Ne2 is bad because of 10...Nf3 
and 11...Bh3. Perhaps the central- 
izing 10. Nd5 and 11. c3 is best of 
all. 


10...Qb6 11. a4 Bd7 12. c3 
With a surprise in store. 

12...Nb5 13. ab5 Bb5 14. Qb3 
Winning a piece. 

14...Ne8 15. Qb5 Qb5 
Trading queens while behind 


in material hurts Black’s chances 
for counterplay. 


16. Bb5 Nc7 17. Bad 


17. Bc4 places the bishop ona 
more central diagonal and points 
at a small target on f7 and a big 
one at g8. Then 17...b5 18. Ba2 is 
not dangerous for White because 
he has as many pieces on the 
queen’s wing as Black. 


17...b5 18. Bc2 Rfe8 19. d4 


Opening the game for superior 
force. 
19...cd4 20. cd4 ed4 21. Nd4 
Bf6 22. Rfb1 

22. Rfcl affords the rook 
much greater scope on the open 
file, with a discovered attack on 
the c7-knight to come. 
22...d5 23. f3 b4 24. Nc6 Ra6é 
25. Bad Rc8 26. e5 Bh4 27. Rel 
Kh8 28. Bc5 

More aggressive is 28. Rc5, 
hitting the a5-pawn and preparing 
to double. 
28...Ne6 29. Bd6é hé 30. Ne7 
Rcl 31. Rel f6 


32. Ng6 wins another piece, 
but White has bigger designs. 


32. Rc8 Kh7 33. Bb5 
One move faster is 33. Bc2. 


33...Ra7 34. Bd3 g6 35. Bg6 Kg7 
36. Rg8 mate 
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Perez is King of the Hill at 
Ohlone College Tournament 


scholastic director Dr. Alan 8...0-0 
Kirshner, who teaches American This natural-looking reply j 
government at the college, serves _ not the best way to confront 





Ohlone Spring Sectional 
March 24-25, 2001 
Open Section 











1 Emmanuel Perez 4 $290] aS the group’s faculty advisor. The White's setup. 8...Nc6 is almog 
2 David Blohm 3¥, $165] Club numbers about 10, led by universally recognized as Black’ 
3-5 Tom Dorsch 3 $30} 1728-rated Robert Chan, who best reponse, then one possible 
Richard Koepcke achieved a performance rating of continuation is 9. Be3 Bg4 10, ¢ 
Alexander Kretchetov 2275 at the Ohlone Sectional, Bc3 11. Bd2 Bal 12. Oal Nd4! wii 
1-2 u2100 Alan Bishop 3 $120] besting expert Matthew Ho and good chances for equality. | 





Chris Mavraedis 
Reserve Section 

1-3 Stefan Blunar 3%, $140 
Maximo Fajardo 


Andrew Milburn 






master Michael Aigner — Chan’s 
chess teacher — and drawing 
master Jerry Walls. 


9. 0-0 cd4 10. cd4 Nc6 11. Be} 
Bg4 







White: Emmanuel] Perez (2359) 







4-10 W. Craig Andries 3 $25 ‘dy 
Chris Black Black: Richard Koepcke (2292) a7 
Anand Kesavaraju Grunfeld Defense 
Teri Lagier Notes by NM Richard Koepcke 






Nelson Marcello Sowell 






1. c4 Nf6 2. Nc3 c5 3. Nf3 d5 4. 








Alex Wu 
NieSias You cd5 Nd5 5.d4 
Booster Section Black has two main alterna- 
1 Allen Tu 4 S951 tives here, 5...Nc3 and S...cd4. 
2 Benjamer Vilar = 37%, $60] ‘The latter leads toa symmetrical 
a ed cane : ss pawn structure in which Black has 
ene an uphill fight to equality. The 







knight capture produces more 
dynamic play, but has the down- 
side of allowing atranspositionto 12.d5 


College Prize 
Robert Chan, Ohlone College 





Trophy 





National masters Emmanuel either the Grunfeld or the Semi- Now 12...Bal 13. Qal Na5 14 
Perez and David Blohm finished ! "Tasch depending on Black's 6th _ghé Jeads to an ugly position fo 
first and second at the Ohlone move. The dynamic choice might _ Black. Relatively best is 12...Nes 
‘College Sectional held March 24 not have been wise for this final- 13, Ne5 Be2 14. Qe2 BeS 15. Rbl 
and 25 in Fremont. Perez madea 10und game, considering that it Qd7 16 Qb5! when Black has an 
perfect 4-0 mark, while Blohm has been more than 20 years since jnferior but playable game. Not 
recovered from a first-round draw _! Jast played the Gr unfeld in a willing to admit that the opening 
against 1903-rated Stuart serious game. I was betting that has not turned out well for me! 
Wittenstein to finish at 3%-¥. Perez, who regularly plays 1. c4aS commit the sin of trying to get tov, 

Maximo Fajardo, Andrew White, would be even less familiar yyych out of the position. 
Milburn, and Stefan Blunar each with such positions than I. 12...Bf3? 
scored 3%-¥, to share the top 5...Nc3 6. bc3 g6 7. e4 Bg7 8. The main idea behiioee 
prize in the 1500-1900 Reserve Be2 exchange is to to gain time for 
Ector: apo Fu, rated 836 8. Rb] is considered tobe the —manuever ...Ne5-c4-d6 followed 


garnered four wins to win the 

Under 1500 Booster Section. 
Hans Poschmann directed 92 

players in three sections, assisted 


more critical test of Black’s setup. by ...e5 and ...f5. All of this 
The text is an older variation that ignores the fact that I cannot 


is not supposed to net White actually get the knight to c4 
much hope for an advantage. without help from White. 

by Ohlone College chess club Unfortunately, I could not recall 13. Bf3 Ne5 14. Be2 Rc8 15. Qe! 
president Robert Carpenter. The the correct equalizing sequence ; . Cn 
club meets on campus Fridays for Black. Grabbing the a pawn by 1). | 
from 12 noon-2 p.m. CalChess Ba7 b6 is asking for trouble, but © 
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now White really is threatening 
the pawn. He also has ideas of 


grabbing space 1n the center by f4 


and @9- 
15,06? 
15...Ra8 is practically the 
_ only move. 
16, Rab] f5 


Y is 
| Since the b-pawn cannot be 


108 defended, I decided to try to mix 


ack’; the position up a little. From a 

ble purely analytical point of view, 

).q5 this counter 1s a mistake. 

! Wit 17,4 b5 18. Qaé Nc4 19. Bc4 


bed 


3e3 [entered this line hoping that 


the newly-passed c-pawn would 
provide enough counterplay to 
hold the position. 


Qa3 

e2...Oa2 23. Qe7 is pretty 
much a hopeless cause. 
13,Bcl Qc5 24. Kh1 Rfe8 25. 
Qf7! 

There is no defense to the 
advance of the d-pawn. 
5,.¢3 26. d6 Qc4 27. Qc4 Rc4 

—-28,Re7 Rd8 29. d7 Resigns 








White: Tom Dorsch (2239) 
54 Black: David Blohm (2231) 
for Sicilian Accelerated Dragon 
Nes Notes by NM Richard Koepcke 


Rb] «1.e4c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 cd4 4. 
al Nd4g6 5. Be3 Bg7 6. Nc3 Nf6 7. 


Not Bed 


oi White almost always plays 7. 


. bc4 in order to prevent Black’s 


transpose back into a Classical 
Dragon type of position. At the 
or moment, 7...d5 would be a mis- 
red __— take, owing to 8. Bb5, so Black 


' gets the king out of the way first. 


1..0-0 8. Nb3 b6!? 


8...a5 is Black’s most active 
continuation. The text, though 


Qc! playable, strikes me as a bit slow. 


9. 
yut 


— 


9,4?! 
A novelty. 


200! May/June 2001 


0. Qe6 Kh8 21. e5 Qa5 22. Rb7 


programmed counterpunch ...d5. 
The text is a sideline that hopes to 





The Ohlone Sectional was played in the Ohlone College cafeteria — bughouse was 
played on the patio outside — and its great view of the outlying hills. | used to run through 
those hills at 5 a.m. —the cafeteria cashier and | would run in the morning, then stretch on 
the cafeteria floor. Between moves, I'd walk around the cafeteria, then look at the grimy 
floor and think about what an idiot | was when | was young. | never ran to the top of the 
hill overlooking the parking lot, though — that was for the basketball team. The 1982-83 
Ohlone College Renegades finished last in the Coast Conference with a record of 10- 
21, in spite of my best efforts as student manager. In fits of disgust, Coach Skip Mohatt 
(Coach never played the game — a brilliant basketball mind in a body disabled by polio) 
used to yell, “Frisco! Tell those dummies to run to the acorn tree on top of that hill, and 
watch them with the binoculars. If one of them stops running, they all run again!” | loved 
the time | spent at Ohlone College, but | don’t think | ever actually finished a class there. 
Kids, stay in school, else you wind up as a chess journalist. 

Photo by John Tu, caption by Frisco Del Rosario 


9...d6 


9 ... dS! is the right way to 
counter white’s wing attack. A 
posible continuation is 10. ed5 
Nb4 11. Bf3 Bb7, when Black 
regains his pawn with a good 
game. 

10. h4 Bb7 11. f3 Rc8 12. Qd2 
Ne5 13. h5 Rc3?! 

Black engages in the standard 
Dragon exchange sacrifice, but 
without the usual queenside 
pressure, it looks doubtful. 

14. be3 

One possible try for a refuta- 
tion is 14. Qc3!? Ne4 15. fe4 Nf3 
16. Bf3 Bc3 17. bc3 with an enor- 


mous amount of material for the 
queen, but White’s position is a 
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on Breathes Fire q 
e Sectional 


<a 31. Reh2 a5 32. Rh8 a4 White gets two pawns for th 
i: exchange, but the resulting rook 
36. Rad Rf3 37. ReA Kg5 ending is lost. 

RF2 39. Kel? 46...Ke3 47. Re5 Kd3 48. Kf} 

bably the losing move. Rg4 49. Re6 Kc3 50. Ke2 Kd4 















3 40. Rc6 Kg4 59. Rg8 Ra2 and Black wong 


ye pawn mass can nolonger feW moves later. 
topped. If White does nothing 





White: Richard Koepcke (2292) 


Bc4 28. Nc4 Re4 29. Kd2 Bd4 30. Palfow with 41...g5, 42...f5, and Black: Steven Gaffagan (2007) 


Rh1?! 43...Kf4. King’s Indian Defense 

30. Ra3 holds the balance. 41. Rc7 f5 42. Rc6 Kf3 43. Rh3 Notes by NM Richard Koepcke 
White needs to keep his f-pawnon Ke4 44, Rc4 Kd3 45.Rc5 Rg246. 1. d4Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 ae 
the board if he is going to with- Re3 e4 dé 5. f4 


stand Black’s coming pawn storm. 









Chess Sets 


By the House of Staunton 


Sole U.S. Distributor for Jaques of London 
















The Finest Staunton 
Chess Sets Ever Produced 


Antique Chess Sets Also Available 
For your FREE color catalog, send 
$2 postage to 362 McCutcheon 
Lane, Toney, AL 35773 





(256) 858-8070 
(256) 851-0560 fax 


Pee Pe ee 


Visit our web presentation at www. hOuseofstaunton. com 
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9. Kd3, Black might not 51. Kf3 Kd5 52. Re8 Rg1 53, Ki 
thing better than to Rg4 54. Kf3 g5 55. Re7 Rad 54, 
the position with 39...Rf3. Re8 Ra3 57. Kf2 g4 58. Kg2{4 


yr the 
‘Ook 


f] 
d4 
3, Kil 


1 56, | 


2 fd 


1a 





{had earlier decided to try for 
,slow, non- forcing game where 
caffagan’s tendency to get into 
ime pressure would work against 
\im — some sort of fianchetto 
ine where the king pawn remains 
me2 for a while would have been 
ij order, but I was not interested 
in playing one of the standard 
(ing’s Indian positions where 

White tries to make progress on 
he queenside while Black plays 
fr mate on the kingside. At the 
pur of the moment, I decided 
hat if anyone was going to play 
ip mate early on, it would be 
White. 

50-0 6. Nf3 c5 7. d5 e6 8. Be2 


| 59. cd5 Bg4 


| 
| 


The safest of Black’s main 
choices in this position. The idea 
isto restrain the white e-pawn as 
lg as possible by threatening to 


‘| xchange the knight at an appro- 


priate moment. The other two 
ternatives, 9...Re8 and 9...b5, 


_jead to much sharper positions. 
"10,00 Nbd7 11. Rel Re8 12. h3 


Bf3 13. BFS c4!? 
Planning ...Nc5-d3. Conven- 


tinal theory states that this is 
| premature, preferring 13.. 
_jpstead, but it is not clear to me 
that this verdict is entirely cor- 


as 


rect. More to the point, the pre- 


| tise book recommendation was 


not familiar to me during the 
same. 


| 14,.Be3 Qa5 


Be Nae 


igmala t ®t 
ih 


zat 
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A posible alternative is 15 
Kh1, not allowing Black a chance 
to recapture with check after 
15...Nc5 16. BcS Oc5. Then the 


typical followup 17. eS deS 18. feS_ 
Nd7 19. Ne4 results in a sharp but * 


balanced position. 
15...Nc5 16. e5? 


The pawn push is definately 
premature. The books claim an 
advantage for White with 16. b4! 
Qb4 17. Rb1 Qa5 18. Rb5 Qa6 19. 
Bc5, as in Komarov-Strowski, 
Belfort Open 1992. At the board I 
could not decide on the correct 
evaluation after 18...Qa3 instead 
of ...Qa6, but without regard to 
my trepidation, White must be 
better off here than with the 
potential game position. 


16...Nfd7 17. e6 Nf6? 


This definitely lets me off the 
hook. The critical continuation is 
17...Nd3 18. Bg7 Kg7 19. Re2 fe6 
20. de6 N7c5 with a big advantage 
for Black. 

18. Be2! 

Suddenly, the c-pawn can no 
longer be adequately defended. 
Relatively best from Black’s 
perspective is 18...fe6 19. Bc4 (19. 
de6?! d5 is unclear) Kh8 with a 
slight advantage for White. 

18...b5 19. b4 cb3 20. ab3 

The immediate capture of 
the b5 pawn is a trickier alterna- 
tive to the text. However, 20. Bb5 
Re7 (20...b2? 21. ef7 Kf7 22. Be& 
Re8 23. Rb1+/-) 21. ab3 Qb4 
ultimately transposes into the 
game continuation. 
20...Qb4 21. Bb5 Rec8? 


21...Re7 is only way to prevent 
further loss of material. 


22. Bc6 Rab& 


Better than 22...Nb3? 23. Ra4! 
which is immediately decisive. 


23. ef7 Kf8 


23...Kf7 24. Ra7 Kg8 25.Ree7/ 
is even worse for Black. 


24. Ra7 Qb3 25. Bc5 dc5 26. 
Qe2 Resigns 





it is less easily dislodged. If White 


tries g4, ...Nh4 is the good an- 
swer. 
7. Bd3 Be7 


Wastes a move, and interferes 
with the knight’s mobility. 


8. ab4 Bb4 9. c3 Be7 10. h4 


Makes an outpost on g5 fora 
minor piece, while the threat of h5 
prevents Black from castling. 
10...Nh4 11. Nh4 Bh4 12. Qg4 is 
good for White. 


10...Nc6 


ae 


20 ‘t 
oaw: ae 


i» "aa “e 
Re 


fe e 
‘Cy Ne 
zB 


/y 7, 
a = 
ZZ 


f 
“a a nae 
ONS 





11. Kf1 

11. Ng5 followed by 12. Qf3 or 
12. QhS (11...Nh4 12. Qg4 is also 
possible) is more aggressive, 
though it smacks of a premature 
attack. 11. Kf] gives Black another 
chance to err by 11...Nh4, and it is 


Continued on Page 34 
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Jessie Jean’s Open Tournament 
March 16-18, 2001 


Open Section 








1 Tom Dorsch 4 $250 

Pus Jerry Weikel 3 $146 
Peter Stubbs 

4 Chris Mavraedis 25) S90 

5-6 Alex Setzepfandt 2 $68 
Barry Nelson 





Reserve Section 
1 Ben Haun 4 $140 
2-4 Teri Lagier 3.5. “S95 
Curtis Munson 
Michael Marque 
















5 John Jaffray 3 $45 
6 Matt Sankovich 25, S45 
7 Mike Cardillo 2 $36 
8 Conrad Cota Lo S36 
Booster Section 

1 Michael Shaw 4.5 $125 
2 Michael Gosk 4 $90 
3 Willie Campers $68 
4 Joe Anderson 3.5 Trophy 
5 Jamie Brett 3 $45 
6 Michael Fischer 
8-11 Tom Allen ZS. «S29 

John Wyatt 

Nicolas Yap 

Peter Brett 





Jessie Jean’s Action Tournament 
Open Section 
1-2 Bill Davis 
Mariusz Krubnik 


Reserve Section 







Narayan DeVera 





By Bleys W. Rose 

If the tournaments at Jessie 
Jean’s Coffee Beans in Santa Rosa 
turn out to reverse the decline in 
over-the-board chess in Northern 
California, it’ll be because cafe 
owner Keith Givens stepped out 
from behind the counter and won 
his first game in five attempts at 
rated play. 

And it’ll be because chess 
mom Catherine Gosk was so 
desperate for a decent place for 
her 10-year-old son Michael to 









play a tournament that she 
strong-armed Givens into giving 
his entire space over to weekend 
events. And it’ll be because vet- 
eran Reno organizer Jerry Weikel 
kept betting that players would 
pay big money to aim for big city 


prizes. 


For the second time this year, 
the trio combined to cobble 
together a five-round tournament 
in Santa Rosa that doled out 
$2,000 in prize money. Sonoma 


County has not seena 
real tournament since 
the late 1980s when 
Walter Randle was 
running them out of a 
Rohnert Park commu- 
nity center (anybody 
remember the 
Koltanowski room?). 
A mid-January 
event at Jessie Jeans 
attracted 45 players 
to an open and on 
March 16-18, 40 
players turned up 
from as far away as 
Sacramento and 
Ventura. While the 
January tournament’s 
action event drew 30 
players, about 25 
battled in March’s 
action showdown. 


The fact that the action tour- 
nament was simultaneous with 
the last rounds of the open failed 
to deter multitaskers like Alan 
Howe of San Jose and Naryan 
DeVera of Occidental, who played 
musical chairs by playing in both 


events. 


“What’s the problem?” DeVera 
asked. “I told all my opponents I 
would be bouncing out of my seat 
and nobody seemed to mind 
because they figured I would be so 
distracted.” DeVera lost both his 
Sunday games in the main tourna- 


Givens Supplies the Beans and | 
Weikel the Green at Jessie Jean’s 


ment, but he won the booster 
section in the action event anq 
probably improved upon his ]}} 
rating. 

Although he had hoped for » 
80-player field Weikel said he ws 


heartened by the turnout since th 


ever popular National Open in 





“With 
enough 
coffee, you 
can do 
anything” — 
screenwriter 
Robert 
McKee 


somewhat nearby Las Vegas had 
ended only four days before the 
Santa Rosa event. 

“Many players stopped by ty 
observe but informed me they 


were too chessed out to 
play another tourna- 
ment,” Weikel said. “We 
knew this when we sche¢. 
uled this event but it was 
either hold the tourna- 
ment on this weekend or 
not at all.” 

Givens seemed mor | 
pleased with his first 
tournament win then wit! 
his captive customers 
who had to take fewer 
than a dozen steps to get | 
to food and drink service 
during their games. The 
fact that Givens’ business 
partner Sue Watts could | 
provide tableside delivery | 
was an advantage because | 
preoccupied players often | 
forgot they had ordered 


anything at all. | 
The spacious cafe has an 188- 

person capacity and offers a 

decent atmosphere if players are | 
willing to adjust to the occasional | 
sound of beans rocketing through | 
the grinder or the whoosh of the | 
cappuccino machine. With piles of | 


dog-eared magazines, huge oceat | 


scene murals on the walls and 
well-worn furniture, the place | 
resembles a student lounge. 
Which, actually, it pretty muchis | 
during the week because it is | 
located across the street from 





Page 12 


| 
May/June 200! | 


T 
nd 
1134 


or dl 
LE Wa 
Ce th; 
In 
had 
the 


y to 
2 
t to 


‘We 
ched: 
t Was 
la- 
id or 


10re | 
t 
With 
'S 

ey 

O get | 
rvice | 
The 
Iness 
uld | 
‘ivery | 
Cause | 
often | 
red 


188: | 


santa Rosa Junior College and 
santa Rosa High School. 

Givens said students hang out 
there and he encourages games 
petween Customers even though 
they may not be of tournament 
qliber. He’s even applied for a 

SCF club affiliate membership. 

‘It attracts attention and it 
yeeps them out of trouble,” 
Givens said. 





White: Chris Mavraedis (1990) 
glack: Tom Dorsch (2235) 
leningrad Dutch 

Notes by NM Tom Dorsch 


1, Nf3 f5 2. g3 g6 3. Bg2 Bg7 4. 


d3 

Just judging from my most 
recent over-the-board experience, 
this move has surpassed 4. d4 in 
popularity as a response to the 
Dutch. The lines with 4. d4 aim to 
establish a solid spatial superior- 


' ity that will enable White to 


exploit the weaknesses in Black's 
position, notably his weakened 

king position and some awkward 
piece placement on the queenside. 
The lines with 4. d3 aim to open 
the position by forcing e2-e4. The 
first approach is more positional, 
the second more tactical, but both 
plans should work well if properly 
implemented. 


4,,.Nf6 5. 0-0 0-0 6. c4 <6 7. Nc3 
d6 8. d4? 


Oops. This basically returns 
White to the regular 4. d4 lines 


 withloss of a tempo, but it is not 


the easiest thing for Black to 
exploit effectively, because his 


' posture is basically defensive. 


“4 Ue ZY 7 os Y, 


910 
Me if ae 
eA: 
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Tom Dorsch, sfvite black, and Chris Mavcaeds met on board one in the last round of 
the Jessie Jean’s Open in March. Dorsch won the game and first place, and it was ru- 
mored that he collected his prize in large mochas with double espresso shots. 

Photo by Bud Setzepfandt 


SERB TO ER CS ET EE a TS 


8...Kh8 


Almost always a useful move 
in this line. For one thing, it 
enables the Bc8 to go to e6 and 
have a retreat square in case of 
Ng5. For another thing, lines with 
Qb3 can require the king to vacate 
the a2-g8 diagonal. Worth consid- 
ering was the active plan of 
8...Nh5, followed by ...f4 and 
...Bg4, opening the f-file and 
applying pressure to f3. 


9. Qc2 z 
More common Cae for: Wb 


Dutch posting ofa eaeheS on ved 
followed by ...d5 to establish a 
strong point in the center. 9. b3 


enables White to either exploit the 


weakness of the a3-f8 diagonal or 
oppose the black bishop on g7. 
9...Na6 

Black’s knight usually travels 
the long route ...Nb8-a6-c7 to 
control] the key squares e6 and d5 
The .. 
sense if Black is attempting to 
establish a strong point at e4. 


.Nb8-d7-f6 route only makes 


White’s next move is standard 

prophylaxis to a Black attempt to 
establish a strong point on d5 by 
10...d5 11. cd5 Nb4 and ...Nbd5. 


10. a3 Qe8 


From e8, the black queen 
avoids blocking c7 for the knight, 
supports ...e5, and prepares for 


the eventual transfer to its best 
square— —hs—after .. 


.h6 and ...g5. 













sretereterereree ee eee eee eer tee 
eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee 8 ee ee es 8 


ereteretete ele ee 


Page 13 





Parner Jean’s Open 


followed by 34. Rcd2, when the 
consequences of 34...ef4 35. Ray 
Rd4 36.fg3 Kg2 37.Qc5 were 
difficult to calculate. It seems 
that the centralization of the 
bishops and the elimination of 
one of the knights gives Black 
plenty of tactical compensation 
and a strong attack. 


34. Nd6 Qg6 35. Ne8 Re8 36. 
Qd3 Qf7 37. f5 h4 38. Kel 


As risky as it looks, 38. gh4 
was the best defense. 


38...Bf3 39. Rb1 Qd5 


| “s This was the move before tiny 
position to open the game, and BE because the board two control. Probably 39...Rd8 was 





the Black king is in danger of game could have resulted ina best, and 39...Qh5 deserves 
becoming overly exposed. clear win for Weikel if Dorsch consideration. 
17...g4 18. Nhf2Qg619.Qe2 =: Trew on board one. The only way 49, Q@c4h3 
h5 to guarantee first place in the The idea of thi . 
event was to plow on and try to © JOS er als 100) ae 
What a shame to allow a win. As it turned out, Weikel drew ‘he two bishops to win the pawn 
knight back to the key g5 square, —_ gn board two against the solid on he, via Bd4-g1xh2 (perhaps 
but there is no other way to endgame play of Alexander with an intervening Bf3-g2), then ' 
secure g4 than to play ...h5. Setzepfandt. Byes Boe : eee does not 
ear the exchange of queens, 
as aes Nc7 21. Ra2? Rfe8? 25...Nb5 26. Rc2 Nd5 27. Bb2 because the two bishops are 
oeeee Ne3 28. Be4 Nf5 strong in the ending. 
White has everything to gain White is still better, but Black 41, @d5 cd5 42. Rb7 
from opening things up. He is activating his pieces at last, and f | 
controls more space, and the that is a great comfort. Black’s This move fails for tactical 
black king is protected only by minors have in the past few reasons. What was a better wayty 
pieces. However, this opening up —_ moves assumed dynamic posi- proceed? Probably the immediate 
of the game creates a very com- tions from which they finally 42. f6 offered the best chances. 
plex situation, in which both control some valuable squares. 42...Rc8 43. £6? 
players struggle, with mixed 29. Bd3? This natural-looking move is _ 
success, to find the best moves in not sound. White has found a wa) 
amaze of tactics. The crucial moment. This to force a queen, but he leaves 
22...d5 23. Nc5 dc4 24. bc4 b5 sacrifice of the d-p evade HOt behind a mating net. Necessary a 
quite sound, and the initiative thiemointwas 43. RbS toRee 
: shifts to Black. It was necessary Biges | 


for White to trade on f5. 
29...Nbd4 30. Bd4 Bd431.Kf1 -49+--Re5 44. Rb8 

oS White can’t stop to trade 
rooks, because allowing the black 
bishop to come to cS protects the | 
queening square. The only way 


Now White’s king is the one 
that is exposed. 


32. BF5 QF5 33. Nge4 Bd5 for White to push through his 
Things have gotten rather pawn is to sacrifice both the 

messy, time has gotten rather knight and the rook. 

short, and it is not at all clear 44...Kh7 45. f7 Rc2 46. £8(Q) 


which line to choose. Objectively, 


-sought ’ 
33...Rcd8 was probably best, White now has his hard-soug 


queen, but Black has a mate. Botl , 
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players were braindead by the 
point, oF Black would have found 
she shortest mate, 46.. .Bf2 47.Kfl 
Bg2 mate. 

46...Bc3 47. Kfl Bg2 48. Kg! 
pd4 49. Resigns 


a 
White: Ben Gross (1900) 
Black: Ben Haun (1794) 
Queen’s Indian Defense 
Notes by Ben Haun 
1,.d4Nf6 2. Nf3 e6 3. e3 b6 


Chessmaster 8000 says this 
isn't a book move, but I like it. 


4, c4 Bb7 5. a3 

A little odd. The natural move 
here is 5. Bd3. (Rebel Tiger’s 
opening book offers 4. Bd3 Bb7 5. 
Nbd2 c5 as the better line for 
White, with 6. c3 or 6. 0-0 to 
follow. 
5,..Be7 6. Nc3 O-O 7. Bd3 d5 8. 
0-0 Nbd7 9. b4 dc4 10. Bc4 Ne4 
11. Ne4 Be4 12. Bb2 Bd5 13. 
Bd3 f5 14. Rel 

Black would like to play ...c5 
sometime soon, but the pressure 
on the hl-a8 diagonal is also 
important. 


14..Qc8 15. Qe2 Qb7 





16.Rfe 1 


Interesting is 16. Ba6, and then 
16...,Bf3 Bb7 17. Be2 18. Ba8 Ra8& 
(18...Bf1 is crushed by 19. Bc6 Bg2 
20. Bd7 Bd5 21. Rc7) 19. Re7 Bb5S 
20. Rfcl Bd6 21. Rc8. 


16...Nf6 17. Bc4 Bdé 18. Bd5 
ed5 





Jessie Nea s Coffee Beans s roRBIGT Keith Givens won his first USCF-rated game at the 
Jessie Jean’s Open in March. On the other side of the table are Peter Brett (concentrat- 
ing) and Nicolas Yap (looking away). 


Photo by Bud Setzepfandt 





White gave up his good 37. Kh2 Nd6 38. Qc5 Qe6, which 
bishop for Black’s active bishop. leads to a game that Black should 
Maybe it would have been better probably win, but it is difficult. 
for White to hold the tension. 34...Qal 35. Resigns 


19. Ne5 Rae8 20. Qc2 g5!? 


White’s bishop is out of play = White: James Francis Howell (1650) 
at the moment, and Black’s pieces Black: Ben Haun (1794) 


are focused towards the kingside. Colle System 


This is an interesting way to Notes by James Francis Howell 
break things open. 


21. f4 


A nice move for white, 
strengthening the knight, thevgh 
Black gets a strategic knigh 
outpost. z ae ete 






21...Ne4 59 Redl c5 a ae AAESO his RE SATE a. | 
bc5 24. Rb1 c4 25. Bc3 Qg7 26. 
Bb4 Bb4 27. Rb4 Rb8 28. Rdb!1 
Rb4 29. Rb4 Qc7 30. Rb5 Qd6 se 2 oe 
31. Rb7 ¥TEEE SS. | HUG A 
Better is 31. Qb2, but then Ser aes 
Black has interesting ideas like oe oe 
312..05 Séelope Ce. D4 As INC BD: a 


31...Qa3 32. Nc4 de4 33. Qc4 COITECT is € . 


Kh8 34. Rb3 


White has chances after 34. 
h3 Qe3 35. Kh2 Qg3 36. Kg] Qel : 
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Two-Time U.S. Champ Wolff Scores | 
41-1-3 in Burlingame Club Simul _ 


n his first simultaneous exhibition since Be 
retiring from active play in three years ago, 
grandmaster Patrick Wolff worked his way 
through a crowded house at the Burlingame 
Chess Club March 29, scoring 41 wins against 





ee 
one loss and three draws. Ca ae Se 
Young Scott Donato, rated 941, earned the only : eS 
victory against the two-time U.S. champion. “It wasa & oni 


cute trap,” said Wolff. “I won his queen, but com- 
pletely forgot about the checkmate on the bank 
rank.” 

Experts Jason Childress, Alexander Setzepfandt, ate 
and Frisco Del Rosario achieved draws. Wolff said Co ea 
the best-played game of the evening was by 3 ge 
Setzepfandt, the state’s reigning 6th-grade cham- 
pion. Childress ventured the Morra Gambit — “I used 
to play [the Morra Gambit]. I found it loses a pawn,” 
said the exhibitor, who later said that he could not 
neutralize the white pressure. Wolff gave 45 oppo- ee si 
nents their choice of color — only Del Rosario se Bea 
scored with the black pieces (“a good, solid draw,” ees Oe : 
said Wolff). ts Rise Sse cate ; = x 

The author of The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Chess : siesal cea 
and second to grandmaster Anand during the 1995 S 
world championship match, Wolff said he does not 
see himself returning to professional chess soon. He 
cited an interview with grandmaster Ken Rogoff 20 ee 
years ago in which Rogoff, who had also withdrawn SOE is 
from top-level play, said that it pained him to not 
play to top form. Wolff said Rogoff’s statement did , we s BEE: 
not make much sense to him at the age of 12, but it By beginning so many games with slightly less than equa 


a eae ay 





iy, 





does now, following his recent stint as a product grandmaster Patrick Wolff’s simultaneous exhibition at th: 
manager for an Internet startup and his possible Burlingame Chess Club went on for 5'/, hours. | 
entrance into business school. Photo by Scott Wir 
Wolff began the evening with a lecture about a 
opposite-colored bishop endings, based on his It is Black to play and win in 38 moves from the | 
composition which legendary chess trainer Mark diagram. Wolff based this study on a game he ana- 
Dvoretsky discusses in detail at http:// lyzed with other masters during a tournament in 
www.chesscafe.com/dvoretsky/dvoretsky.htm: Norway 15 years ago. Wolff recommended to the 


mae 
Ma, 


crowd that they search chess literature for positions 
that require careful study, saying that the time he 
invested in analyzing the game and creating his 
composition helped him become perhaps the most 
Ug knowledgeable player in the country at endings with 
opposite-colored bishops. 





White: Kaan Akin (821) | 
Black: Patrick Wolff (2640) 

Sicilian Defense | 
1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cd4 4. Nd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 
Nc6 6. Nc6 bc6 7. Bd3 g6 8. Be3 Bg7 9. Qe2 0-0 


NK 
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10, 0-0-0 Qa5 11. h3 Rb8 12. 
3d4 Qb4 13. Ba7 Qb2 14. Kd2 


Qc3 
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15. Ke3 Ra8 16. Bd4 Ng4 17. 
hg4 Qd4 18. Kf3 Ra3 19. g5 f5 


National master Michael 


Club Jim MclIlrath Memorial held 
Jan..18-Feb. 22 with a 5-1 score. 
Aigner’s only loss was to NM 


points from only four games. 
Eron Sudhausen swept the 

Under 1600 section with a 6-0 

score, and defeated the players 





iy, on the wallchart. 
t the 


| White: Michael Aigner (2247) 


ior Black: Rodolfo Hernandez (2235) 


Pirc Defense 
le | Notes by NM Michael Aigner 
: This game was the round 3 


encounter between the leaders in 


the McIlrath Memorial. Rudy 


Ms Hernandez is the reigning 


viewed him as a very formidable 
opponent. Our only previous 
encounter, with colors reversed, 
ended in a draw. 

Since this tournament is 
played under a game-a-week 


ue 
ith 


| format, opening preparation is an 


_ essential component to success, 
| Much more so than in a normal 


y » Weekend Swiss where pairings are 


posted a few minutes before the 


00 May/June 2001 


Aigner won the Burlingame Chess 


Richard Koepcke, who scored 37 


who finished 2nd-6th below him 


Burlingame club champion, and I 


20. Rh4 fe4 21. Kg3 Be5 22. f4 
ef3 23. Resigns 


White: Scott Donato (941) 
Black: Patrick Wolff (2640) 
Sicilian Defense 


1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 dé 3. Bb5 Bd7 4. 
Bd7 Nd7 5. 0-0 Nof6 6. d3 e6 7. 
h3 Be7 8. c4 0-0 9. Bd2 a6 10. 
Rel b5 11. b4 bc4 12. dc4 cb4 
13. Bb4 Qb6 14. Qd2 Rfe8 15. 
e5 de5 16. Be7 Re7 17. Ne5 Ne5 
18. Re5 Rd7 19. Qe2 Qd4 20. 
Qf3 Rb8 21. Qc3 Rb1 22. Rb! 
Qc3 23. Rb8 Resigns 


White: Alexander Setzepfandt 
(1854) 


round starts. Having observed 
many of his games over the 
weeks, I had already made a 
mental note that Hernandez 
prefers to play the Pirc/Modern 
Defense as Black against 1. e4. A 
simple search of the Mechanics’ 
Institute and Burlingame Chess 
Club websites turned up several 
games featuring a variation that | 
intended to play. The outcome of 
this game underscores the impor- 
tance of specific opening prepara- 
tion in tournaments of this type. 


1. e4 g6 2. d4 Bg7 3. Nc3 dé 4. 
f4 


Despite the less common 
move order, there was nevera = 
doubt in my mind that we would: 
reach this Austrian Attack. 
4...Nf6 5. Nf3 O-O 6. Bd3 Na6é!? 


From my research, I had 
anticipated this slightly unusual 
move. It is hardly unsound, as 
several strong grandmasters 
(including Ruslan Ponomariov and 
Boris Gulko) play it. White can't 
afford to trade his strong bishop 
for this knight because Black gets 
counterplay both on the 
queenside and in the center. 


7. O-O c5 8. d5 Nc7 


eee ee ee 


Black: Patrick Wolff (2640) 

Pirc Defense 

1. e4 dé 2. d4 Nf6 3. Nc3 g6 4. 
f4 Bg7 5. Nf3 0-0 6. Bd3 Nc6 7. 
0-0 e5 8. d5 Nb4 9. fe5 de5 10. 
Be2 Ne8 11. a3 Na6é 12. Baé 
ba6é 13. Qe2 Ndé6é 14. Bg5 f6 15. 
Bh4 Qe8 16. Rael Kh8 17. Bg3 
a5 18. Nd2 a4 19. Qe3 Baé 20. 
Rf2 Qd7 21. Qc5 Rfb8 22. Qa5 
Bb5 23. Nb5 Qb5 24. Qc7 Rd8 
25. b3 Rac8 26. Qa7 Rc2 27. ba4 
Qe8 28. Qb6 Rd2 29. Rd2 Nc4 
30. Qb4 Nd2 31. Qd2 Qa4 32. 
Qb4 Qa8 33. Qc3 Rc8 34. QF3 
Qaé 35. Rdl Rd8 36. Bh4 Kg8 
37. Qd3 Qd6 38. Rcl Ra8 39. 
Rc3 Draw 


Aigner Wins Burlingame Mcllrath Memorial 


Luther-Gulko (Wijk aan Zee 
2001) went 8...Bg4 9. a3 Nc7 10. 
Qel Bf3 11. Rf3 e6 12. de6 Neo 13. 
f5 Nd4 14. Rh3 c4 15. Bc4 Nc2 16. 
Qh4 Nal 17. Nd5 Nh5 18. Bg5 Qa5 
19. fg6 Qc5 20. Be3 Qc4 21. Ne7 
Kh8 22. Qh5 Qf] 23. Kfl1 fg6 24. 
Of3 Rf3 25. gf3 Bb2 26. Ng6 Kg7 
27. Ne7 and White eventually won 
the endgame. Another alternative 
is 8...Rb8. 


9. Qel 


In the Mechanics’ Tuesday 
Night Se Po oe. had 
3 ise Hernandez: 
















Aigner. Each took home $ 1 75. 

Casadei exploded out of the 
Starting gate and never looked 
back, racking up four wins over an 
expert and three masters before 
conceding draws to Porter and 
Rey. Rey, the pre-tournament 
favorite, was a little slower to 
start — dropping half a point in 
round one to expert Dan Chinn — 
and despite winning his next three 
games, could not quite close the 
gap between himself and the 
blazing Casadei. Casadei and Rey 
drew their last-round encounter. 

Wesley Chen, the state’s 8th- 
grade champion, vanquished two 
experts at the Peoples’ Tourna- 
ment, players rated 500 points 
higher than himself. He said his 
secret was tactics. “I knew the 
only way to beat them was by 
playing tactically, not positionally 
as I usually do.”—another confir- 
mation of the late chess teacher 
Vladimir Pafnutieff’s maxim that 
the best chance for weaker players 
to beat stronger players is by 
tactical play. 

International Arbiter Mike 
Goodall has directed the event for 
more than 20 years. Goodall said 
he takes pride in the fact that for 
a quarter of a century, the entry 
fee into the People’s Tournament 
has remained the same. However, 
in spite of its long standing on the 
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White: Ryan Porter 


in March, where he scored an 
undefeated four of six. Watch for 
an interview with this renowned 
chess veteran in a future issue of 


the California 
Chess Journal. 


(2248) 

Black: Mauro that plays the 

Casadei (2181) b L i 

Bird’s Opening esf chess ina 

Notes by NM Mauro 

Casadei fournament 

1. b3 roll 
Tartakoves never wins If. 


said, "the player 
that plays the best 
chess in a tourna- 
ment never wins it. 
He ends second 
after the luckiest 
player." For me, 
winning the Berke- 
ley Peoples’ Tour- 
nament was due to 
a series of lucky 
strikes, such as my 
opponents losing 
half-points in byes on the 
wallchart, and myself recovering 
from critical opening positions at 
the board. I guess this makes up 
for all the times I have been 
unlucky! 

This was the most critical 
game, played in round five, when 


He ends 


“The player 


second after 
the luckiest 
player.”-GM 


Tartakover 


my opponent was behind me by 
half a point. Porter is a good | 
player and recently obtained the 
FIDE Master title — his style js 
solid but by no means does he 
refuse to fight a tough game. }; 
order to be equally tough i was 


listening throughout the whok , 


game to the soundtrack of Clip; 
Eastwood's spaghetti western “; 
Fistful of Dollars.” 


1...d5 2. Bb2 Bg4 


A solid choice against the Bin 
the Tal variation! 


3. f4 e6 4. Nf3 Bf3 5. ef3 
White plays for f4-f5 


undoubling the pawns and mais 
taining the bishop pai 





g3 h5 
Threatens to open 


won't be able to recap: 
ture on f5. However, 


White will exploit very 


cleverly the associated 
loosening of the 
kingside. 
8. Bh3 h4 9. Nc3 

I was worried by 4, 


5...Nd7 6. Qe2 Ne77. 


the h-file so that the 3} 


f5?! hg3 10. fe6 (10. hy’ 


Nf5 and Black has the 
edge) Rh3 11. ed7 Qd/, 
but Black holds well, 


Rdel!? 

The start of the 
above-mentioned plan 
which is logical but 
maybe slow. 
11...0-0-0 12. Nd1 


Only now did I realized 
White's deep plan. 


9...c6 10. 0-0-0 Qc7 |), 


12...Rh7 13. Ne3 g6 14.Ng4 


Finally the knight has landed 
on the dark squares but in the 
meantime Black has resolved the 
tension. 
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14,..Bg7 15. Bg7 Rg7 16. NeS 
hg3 
| made this move reluctantly 
since NOW Black will find it hard to 
play an undefended rook to h7 or 
hg because of tactics like Nd7 
followed by Be6 (or Be6 and if 
Rhl, then Bd7 and Rh1). How- 
ever, other moves allow g4, when 
both my Ne7 and Rg7 look rather 
silly, and White will put pressure 
on e6 
17. hg3 Nf5 18. Qf2 Qb6 


Here I had to offer the ex- 
change of queens in order to 
avoid losing an important tempo 
against the a7-pawn. However, 
this equalizes and in fact I offered 
a draw, Which my opponent 
immediately refused. I learned 
later that Porter took a bye in the 
last round and needed absolutely 
a Win. 

19. Qb6?! ab6 

Without the queens on the 
board, White suffers now for the 
weak pawns on the kingside. 

20. g4 Nh4! 

By blocking the h-file, Black no 
longer has to worry about the 
above tactics and can start putting 
pressure on the f-pawn. The 
knight is by no means offside, and 
Black has a slight advantage. 

21. Nd7 Kd7 22. Re3 Rh8 23. 
Bfl f6 24. Rh3 g5 


24...c5!? deserves attention. 
25. fg5 fg5 26. d4 Rf7 


26...Ng6 27. Rh8 Nh8 28. Bd3 
Ke7 29. Rel is equal. 


27. Kd2 


27. a4 here or as one of the 
next moves is probably better. 
27...Rhf8 28. Be2 c5 29. c3 
Kd6?! 

29...Ke7 is worth considering, 
for perhaps the king will be useful 
to defend the g5-pawn. If 
29...Ng2?, White has the initiative 
after 30. ReS Nf4 31. BbS. 

30. Re5 Rg8 31. Rg3 cd4 32. cd4 
b5!? 


A risky move. 
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33. Kc3? 

White has an attack after 33. 
a3 b6 34. Rh3 b4 35. ab4 Ra8 36. 
Rg5 (also 36. Rg3 Ra2 37. Ke3 
Rc7). 
33...Rf4 34. Kd3 b4 


Black's advantage has in- 
creased a bit. 
35. Ke3 Rff8 

The right plan is 35...Rf7! 36. 
Bd3 Ra8 37. Rg5 Ra2 38. Be2 Rc/Z/!. 
Black needs both rooks on the 
queenside and to transfer them 
along the seventh and eighth 
ranks 
36. Bd3 Rc8?? 

This is a blunder. Black wins 
easily targeting the a-pawn: 
36...Ra8 37. Bb1 Rgc8 -+. 

37. f4 gf4 38. Kf4 Rcf8 39. Ke3 
Nf5 40. Bf5 ef5 41. RfF3? 


I was expecting 41. Rh3! fg4 


42. Rh6 Kc7 43. Re7 Kc8 44. Rhh7, 


but in the post-mortem we found 
that Black can try 44...Rf3 45. Ke2 
Rc3, and then 46. Rb7 g3 47. Ra7 
is even. 

41...fg4 42. RF8 RF8 43. Rg5 Re& 
44. Kd3 Re4 45. Rg6 Kc7 46. 
Rg7 Kc6 47. Rg6 Kd7 48. Rg7 
Ke6 49. Rb7 Kf6 50. Rb4 


"ae 
aaa 


a 
tind . 


Eog 
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50...g3 


This is silly. During the game 
saw the following variation: 
S0...Re8 51. Rb6 Kg5 52. Rb7 g3:: 
53. Rg7 Kf4 54. Rf7 Kg4 55. a4 g. 
but the rook vs. a/b-pawns endifi 
was unclear to me. The post- : 





NM Mauro Casadei insulated himself from 
the drums of Berkeley by wearing a por- 
table stereo during his games. He was later 
seen spending his prize money at record 
stores on Telegraph Avenue. 

Photo by Shorman 


EO BSS 


mortem analysis goes: 56. Rg7 
(56. a5 Rg8-+) Kf3 57. Rf7 (other- 
wise ...Rf3 cuts off the white king 
and wins easily) Kg3 58. Rg7 Kf2 
59. Rf7 mes 60. poe (60. a5 ” 


ee 
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Threatening 19. Rd6! ed6 20 | 
Qf7 mate, and if 18...e4, then 14 
Ne4!. 


18...Qc7 19. Bc4 e6 20. Beé 8,7; 
21. Qf7 Resigns 


Kosteniuk 8/,-Sebag 3) 


in Cannes Rapid Match 

International master 
Alexandra Kosteniuk, 16, of 
Moscow defeated French women; 
champion Marie Sebag, 15, 8-3), 
in a rapid match held March 23- 
26 in Cannes, France. 

Sebag, playing in her home 
country, won the first two game; 
at game-in-50, but Kosteniuk wo, 





69. Ke4 Re2 70. Kf3 Rb2 71. a5 Also possible is 15. Rd6 ed6 : Wk 
¥, of | 

Ra2 72. Kea Re2 73. Kf4Ra274. 16.Nc4 Qd8 17. hS d5 18. hg6 ded ihe portion Sl CA 

Ke5 Re2 75. Kf4 Ra2 Draw 19. gf7 Kd7 20. g5 (threatening ostenink celebrated her 171 DIF 

A game full of mistakes but 21. Bh3!) Bd6 21. Bd6 Kd6 22. Qf4. birthday on April 23 while playin, Sy 

nonetheless exciting and worth a 15...f6 16. hg6 fe5 17. Rh7 Rg8 in the European Championship jy DI. 

look. 18. Bg5 Warsaw, Poland. | Frc 


White: Richard Kelson (2315) 
Black: Chethan Narayan (2219) 
Center Counter Defense 

Notes by FM Richard Kelson 


1. e4 d5 2. ed5 Qd5 3. Nc3 Qa5 
4. d4 Nf6 5. Nf3 Bg4 6. h3 Bh5 
7. 94 Bg6 8. Ne5 Ne4? 9. Qf3 
Nd6é 


Passive but forced in view of 
White’s threats of Bc4 and Qb7. If 
9...Nc3, then 10. Qb7, and none of 
the discovered checks amount to 
much, so 10...Qd5 11. Qc8 Qd8 
12. Qd8 Kd8 13. Ng6 hg6 14. bc3, 
and White is winning. 


10. Bd2 c6 11. h4 Qb6 


Not 11. Bc2, for 12. Rel-and 
the bishop will be trapped. But 
now if 12. h5, Black can play 
12...Bc2 and then ...Qb2. 


12. 0-0-0 Qd4? 


Black had to make a square for 
his bishop. 


13. Bf4 Qb4 


Corrections 


The March/April issue of the California Chess Journal contained 
errors, for which we are sorry. 

Page 2. The table of contents should refer to the Elizabeth 
Shaughnessy article on page 15. 

Page 3. The colors are reversed in the game Kraai-Shulman. Kraai|' 
played white, and Shulman black. 

Page 27. The big grey page number slipped to the front of the 
page layout and obscured the text. From the top of the column, it 
should read: 


41...Rf1 42. Kg3 f4 43. Kh2 N7f5 44. Qg6 
Forced. If 44. g6, Black has 44...Rh1. 


44...Nh4 45. Qe6 Kh8 46. Re3 fe3 47. Qe7 Rf2 48. Kg1 Nf3 49. 
Resigns 


Pruess-Luaces 


1. e4 g6 2. d4 Bg7 3. Nc3 dé 4. f4 a6 


Black could transpose into familiar lines of the Austrian Attack 
with 4...Nf6, but prefers to keep things murky and untheoretical. 

Page 28. In the Cal-Stanford match at the Pan-Am Intercollegiate, | ? 
Gelman and Steel won for Cal, and Wang and Mont-Reynaud for 
Stanford. 

Page 32. Black in the game Daud-Setzepfandt was son Alexandeét,] ; 
not father Alvin. 








m 
13...Be4 14. Rd4 Bf3 just loses Pages 16, 18, and 34. The pictures from the Sojourner Truth | de 
o,. Chess Tournament for Girls were taken by Kevin Batangan. C 
a piece. : 
. Ml 
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Scholastic Quads Tournament 
Saturday, May 26th, 2001 


WHERE: CHARLOTTE WOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL, MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM, 600 El Capitan Dr., Danville, 


CA 94526 
DIRECTIONS: From Oakland/Alameda: Take CA-24 East towards Walnut Creek then I-680 South. Take the 
Sycamore Valley Rd. (East) exit, turn right on Greenbrook Dr., and then right on El Capitan 


Dr. 
From Fremont/San Jose: Take |-680 North. Take the Sycamore Valley Rd. exit, turn right at the light and go 


. ast, turn right on Greenbrook Dr., and then right on El Capitan Dr. 


Late Registration and Check-In: 11:30am - 12:30pm = $17 
REGISTRATION: ALL PLAYERS MUST ARRIVE BY 12:30 PM FOR CHECK IN! IF THEY ARE NOT THERE 
BY 12:45 THEY PROBABLY WILL NOT BE PAIRED. 


- ROUNDS: Game #1 will start at 1:00 PM, Game #2 at 2:15 PM, Game #83 at 3:30 PM. 


TIME CONTROL: GAME IN 30 MINUTES. Each player gets 30 minutes. The latest the last game should be 
done is 4:30 PM. 

AWARDS: Minimum of one trophy in each quad—four players arranged by ratings; if unrated, then by grade. 
Trophies & Medals will be awarded after each quad finishes. 

INFORMATION: Dennis K. Alfaro, M.D., Chess Club Director. Home: (925) 736-2154 or E-Mail: 


’ DKAlfaro @ aol.com 


MUST BE A CURRENT U.S.C.F. MEMBER & IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 12th GRADE 
PLEASE BRING CHESS CLOCK IF YOU HAVE ONE 


Charlotte Wood Chess Club, Scholastic Quads Tournament 











NAME: PRONE: (2-4) 
ADDRESS: CITY: ZIP: 

_ SCHOOL/CLUB: | GRADE: 
E-MAIL: USCF #: USCF RATING: 


Entry Fee = $12 (after May 21 $17), Member of Charlotte Wood Chess Club= less $2, ask about discount for CalChess 


members 

Join USCF, New Membership Scholastic, if under 15 = $13 Youth, if 15 to 19 = $20 Total: $ 
Checks made out to “CHARLOTTE WOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL, CHESS CLUB” and send to: 
Dennis K. Alfaro, M.D., 244 Viewpoint Dr., Danville, CA 94506 


See enero) MD, 244 Viewpoint Dr, .Danvilleg “A Stove aye 
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Team Gazit Tops the UPSCL Parent/ L 
Child Team Tournament 




























a tiebreak score one point ahead 








Self-pinning is rarely a 2004 


UPSCL Parent/Child Team of Mehta, leaving the 2nd-place idea in chess, and there was jy ; ” 
Tournament trophy for Mehta. They are consid- need for this move as the knigh Bay 
March 24, 2001 ered co-champions! John Wallace _is adequately defended, and ca, che 
Oren Gazit 9 finished 3rd on tiebreaks over always move. (SC) che 
Hillel Gazit Dan Burdick, who won the Ist- 16. Red] Qb4 17. b3? (sc) ins 
2 James Burdick ° place Junior-Division award. Jim eve 
Dan Burdick Baldwin finished 4th, Val Balter ror the sake ob apa Whit As] 
3 Stacey Balter 4.5 came in 5th, and Richelle Chen’s offers for free the Nc3, but Whit as 
Val Balter older brother Ryan earned the can still get Black's Nd7 after jg tar 
4 Eli Baldwin 4 2nd-place Junior Division prize. Qh3. (SC) an 
Jim Baldwin Some newcomers and some Setter is 17. Bb3, which cay Sck 
C 
5 Saya Wallace 4 top stars participated among the be well met by 17...Qc3. (FDR) otk 
John Wallace youngsters. In the end, Michael 17...Qa3? 18. Qh3 Qb2 19, Ry Ch 
6 Tara Mehta 4 Konkol took top honors with the Nd7 20. Rd7 Rd7 21. Qd7Q3_ sq} 

Sunil Mehta only undefeated score among 22. Qb7 Qc2 23. Qa7 Qd1 
7 Michael Konkol 3.5 children! A last-round victory by Others might play 23...0e4  ° 
Bill Konkol Oren Gazit over Stephan Goupille nq figure out how to free the __ti0 
8 Stephan Goupille 3 allowed Gazit to finish 3rd on rook from defending the f7-pay, ™ 
Edmund Teyrovsky tiebreaks over Goupille. A final- later. If it weren’t for White’s y wo 
? eae 4 round draw between Stacey Balter pressure on f7, Black should pla ti 
and Eli Baldwin kept Balter in 4th, 23...Rd8, threatening 24...Qc4, _ ‘ch 
10 Richelle Chen 2 | leaving Sth-place for Baldwin. (EDR) | gi 
Ryan Chen Tiebreaks did not matter between lor 
James Burdick and Douglas Bell, 24. Bfl Qd8 his 

By Steve Cohen . as Burdick opted for the 1st-place 24...Rd8 was developing. 

Oren and Hillel Gazit won the junior-division award, Bell took White might just answer 25. Be4 , se 
Unofficial Peninsula Scholastic home the 6th-place Senior Divi- to press again on f7, and he gy 
Chess League's Child/Parent Team 55, prize. Richelle Chen won the should not be unhappy to repeat Af 
Tournament March 24 at Park 2nd-place Junior Division indi- the position. (FDR) 0 
School in San Mateo. Ten teams vidual award. 24...Qc2 was most aggressive pr 
competed in two divisions, pre-K- (SC) 1 
end grade and 3rd-8th grade. — 25. Bc5 Re8 26. Qb7 Bh6? (sc) > 

26...Qc8 must be played, but ; 
White’s queenside pawns might | ~ 
not be stopped. (SC) 5 
27. Qc6 Qb8 28. g3 
: Ensuring there will be no back > W 
‘dt 2 Bc4 0-0 6. 0-0 <6 rank mates and placing the paws wi 
Hreatening to winapawnby on the color of Black's bishop. (()|_ p 








28... Bcl 29. a4 Bb2 30.a5Q8, © 
31. Qc8 Rc8 32. b4 Rd8 33. b5fi | 
34. ef5 gf5 35. Ba7 e4 36.06. 
Bd4 37. Bd4 Rd4 38. b6 | i 

Two connected passed pawns | (| 
on the sixth rank beat a rook, evel | W 
without a bishop. (FDR) D 
38...Rd8 39. a7 Ra8 40. b7Ra7 | 2 
41. b8(Q) Kg7 42. Qa7 and 
White won. 
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-UPSCL Peninsula Scholastic Championship 





By Steve Cohen 

Chessplaying children in the 
pay Area had a smorgasbord of 
chess activity from which to 
choose February 24. Mechanics’ 
institute conducted a game-in-45 
event, grandmaster Maurice 
Ashley flew in for the day to give 
, special presentation and simul- 
‘neous exhibition in Oakland, 
and the Unofficial Peninsula 
scholastic Chess League held its 
6th annual Peninsula Scholastic 
Championships at the Nesbit 
School in Belmont. 

The four-round, game-in-45 
event drew its smallest participa- 
tion since perhaps its first year, 
meaning that several sections 
would be combined for competi- 
tion purposes only (for prizes, 
children still competed for their 
srade’s section’s prizes, though 
lower-grade children could opt for 
higher-grade prizes if deserved). 

In the combined youngest 
sections, the K-1 and 2nd-grade 
sroup, 2nd-grader Tomas Fuentes- 
Afflick earned the tournament's 
only perfect score to take the top 
prize, a half-point ahead of new- 
comer Gabriel Ewing, who had the 
best tiebreaks among a four-way 
tie for 2nd-5th with Michael 
Asuncion (K), Jeremy Laufer (2nd 
grade), and Greg Davis (1st grade), 
respectively. 

In the 3rd-grade division, 
William Wang of Weibel went 
undefeated for first place, a half- 
point ahead of Elias Baldwin of 
Concord, who lost only to Emilia 
Krubnik (Emilia might not have 
fared so well this Saturday, but 
certainly applied the practice to 
her Sth-place finish at the state 
championship the following 
weekend). Peninsula 3rd-grade 
powerhouse Robert Hsu suffered 
aloss to Wang and draw to 
Krubnik to finish in 3rd. Steven 
Roston finishing 4th this day, on 
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played black against Brad Satterwhite. In the background are Philip Chui and Stephan 
Goupille (white pieces). 
Photo by Steve Cohen 


A 


took 2nd-place for 7th/8th, a half- 
point against the top 6th-grade 
score, Brad Satterwhite who was 
left with 2nd-place (since Laufer 
had chosen Ist). Laufer’s choice 
thus allowed the 2nd-highest 5th- 
grader, Diane Wang, to take the 
top 5th-grade prize. 

All 1st-plac 


tiebreaks over Anders Rasmussen 
and Corey Plante. (Steven went on 
to tie for 3rd in the K-3 U600 
group at state.) 

In the 4th-grade section, 
Shaun Tse of San Francisco re- 
peated a first-place victory (a 
“threepeat” next year will earn for 
him a free entry fee into the 
following year’s event), finishing 
half-point ahead of Andrés: = 
Fuentes-Afflick (also of § 
full point ahead of Devi 
of Walnut Creek, who drew Fei) 
the final round to finish 4 L 
3rd. ee ncaa 

Perhaps the toughest section 
was the combined 5th-6th and 
7th-8th grade sections. Despite ; 
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repeated top honors by going: 3.5; 
4. The draw came in the 3rd: 
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grader who chose the top & 
grade prize (for his 2nd:best 


score). The groups’ 3rd+b: 
was earned by Philip Chui 
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Berkeley Bishops 


board positions. I am during the 30 minutes she Sen, 
j-amazed at the place- with her players, for the Bishoy. 











'y players determined by rallied to win the second half} 
ional tournament. The two, though it was not enought; 
ave had low rated (some __ keep the Knights from Scratchiy 
: out a two-point victory. . 


Problem 


By Kevin Begley 



















black at game-in-45 time controls. round with their usual exuber- 
The first two matches went to ance, and we pulled four points 
Weibel, and then Berkeley won ahead. At halftime, I tried to keep 
three. Since the Berkeley Bishops their spirits up, but I ran out of 
draw from more than 90 elemen- _—-words and jokes in five minutes. 
tary schools, I decided last year to Elizabeth has a wonderful] way of 


add a few players from my Wis- motivating her players — a few 
dom Chess Club, also in Fremont. _ years ago, she threatened to leave 
That 34-board match at Weibel her players in Fremont, which 


resulted in a runaway win for the spurred her team on to a win. This 

Knights. This year, the number of year, the famous Irish (Elizabeth 

boards was limited to 25. is a native of Ireland and former 
Elizabeth and I both conduct a__sIrish women’s chess champion) 

tournament among our students gift of gab must have arisen 

to select the teams and to deter- 





White to play and mate in 
seven. Solution on Page 36. 
















Weibel Chess/Success Chess 


Summer Scholastic Quads 
June 23, July 21, August 11, 2001 (Saturdays) 













Location: Weibel Elementary School Multi-purpose Room 


45135 South Grimmer Blvd, Fremont, CA 94539 
Time: 9 AM 











or Info@ SuccessChess.org 
Application: http://www.kirshnerisms.com/SummerQuads01.htm| 
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Cost: $15 by Wednesday before each Quad | 
$36 for all three by June 20 | 
Info: Alan M. Kirshner, Ph.D., (510) 657-1586 | 






average players, the 
) weapon that gives 


' material and try for 


_ Ned 


——- iF 


3...Nc6 


_ Frank Marshall’s 3...d6 4. Nf3 Ne4 


the Unknown Petroff Countergambit 


py Michelle Evans and Frisco 
pel Rosario 

We should always try to make 
» threat that is bigger than or 
equal to our opponent’s threat. 
After 1. e4 €5 2. Nf3, Black can 
make an equal threat with 2...d5, 
the Queen Pawn Countergambit, 
which is better than its reputa- 
tion, or 2...Nf6, Petroff’s Defense. 
at the top levels, the Petroff’s 
symmetry makes for a 
solid defense. Among 


achieving ...d5 makes all the 
difference in the world. 


4. Nc6 dc6 


Black captures away from the 
center in order to unlock the 
queen bishop and to free the 
queen on the d-file. 2...Nf6 made 
an equal threat, 3...Nc6 made the 
biggest threat, and 4...dc6 renews 
the threat to e4. 


retroff may be used as 
, counterattacking 
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ways to sacrifice azz rg 
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the initiative in the 
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1,.e4e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. 


ne 
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3. d4 is an unfash- 
ionable move, neither 
better nor worse than 
3, Neo. 


Vay 


UG & 


1s488 we 





3...Nc6 is the least 
well-known of the 
Petroff countergambits, and is 
attributed to no one in particular. 
Calabrese’s 3...Ne4 4. Qe2 Qe7 
(4... Nf6 5. Nc6 is the trap we teach 
in classrooms when children 
complain about other kids copy- 
ing their moves) 5. Qe4 d6 6. d4 
was the subject of a Chess Life 
article by FM Hertan years ago. 


5.d3 


The natural 5. Nc3 is not as 
promising because White’s central 
advantage should be furthered by 
c3 and d4 at some point. There is 
great danger if White voluntarily 
weakens the kingside. For ex- 
ample, 5. Nc3 BcS 6. h3 (6. Bc4? 
Bf2 7. Kf2 Qd4 is another common 
tactic) Be6 7. Be2 Qd4 8. 0-0 Ne4 
9. Ne4 Qe4 10. Rel Qh4 11. g3 
Qg3 12. Kh] Qh3 13. Kg1 0-0-0, 
and Black won in a few more 
moves in SeanReed- 
CherrylandCafe, ICC 2001. For 5. 
eS Ne4!, see Blackwood-Evans 
following. 


5.d4 d5 6. Bd3 Bdé 7. 0-0 Bg4 8. 
c4 0-0!? often requires a sacrifice 
of two pawns but Black’s practical 
chances are great. It must be 

noted that 3...Nc6 defuses the 
Cochrane Gambit (3...d6 4. Nf7), 
for the tempo Black saves in 
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Yo 
awa 


aM 27/8 


5...Bc5 6. Be2 


The most solid way for White 


to play (White should not lazily 
duplicate his efforts by 6. d3, 
because 6...Ng4 is in the offing: 7. 
Be3 Ne3 8. fe3 Be3 9. QF3 Qg5 10. 
Be2 Bd2 11. Kf2 0-0 12. Rhf1 Qc5 


13. d4 Qd4 14. Kg3, and Black 


won soon in Vitaly-PianoGirl, ICC 
2001). One might say that Black’s 
entire opening relies on a varia- 


tion of Legal’s Mate: 6. 
Bg5? Ne4 7. Bd8 Bf2 8. 
Ke2 Bg4 mate, which 
happened most recently 
on the world stage in 
Vanderhallen-Skoldjan, 
European Under 10 
Championship, 1998. 
After 6. Be2, Black’s 
game is not so easy — 
White’s position is 
sturdy (he has the only 
center pawns) and he is 
about to castle. To 
justify a pawn sacrifice 
in the opening, one 
must gain three extra 
moves in development 
(Black has just one), 
deflect the enemy 
queen (no), prevent the 
enemy from castling 
(no again), or build a 
strong attack. Black’s 
hopes rest in the last. 


6...h5 


Mostly Black has played 
6...Be6 here, with a view to cas- 
tling on the queenside. We have 
experimented recently with this 
kingside spike, which readies 
...Ng4 and increased pressure on 
f2. The move isn’t new — Howard 
Staunton played it in an exhibition 
game in 1857: 7. h3 Qd4 (a com- 
mon idea — White’s queen bishop 
is tied to the defense of b2 so 
cannot rush to e3) 8. Rf] Be6, and 
Black is pushed back by 9. c3 Qd7 
10. eS NdS 11. d4 Bb6, but after 
12. BhS 0-0-0, Black is completely 
developed while White is four 
moves away from castling. 
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White has tried several differ- 
ent moves here. In Sousa- 
PianoGirl, ICC 2001, White played 
7. h4, which might be misguided, 
because it weakens g3 (Black can 
look ahead to tactics based on 
...Qd6-g3 if White castles) and 
doesn’t prevent ...Ng4. Play 
continued 7... Ng4 8. Bg4, and if 
8...hg4 9. g3, Black might try to 
separate the h-pawn from its 
defender by 9...g5 10. h5 (10. Bg5 
Qg5!) Be6 with ...Qf6 and ...0-0-0 
to follow. 

7. 0-0 forces White to weather 
the storm, and 7...Ng4 8. h3 
makes matters worse: 8...Qd6 9. 
Bg4 hg4 10. eS Qg6 11. Be3 gh3 
12. Qf3, then Black can reach a 
won endgame by 12...Qg2 13. Qg2 
hg2 14. Kg2 Be3 15. fe3 Bh3— 
Pinhead-PianoGirl, ICC 2001. 

7. Bg5 is reasonable. Two 
examples: 7...Qd4 led to Greco’s 
classic checkmating pattern in 
Murdock-PianoGirl, ICC 2001: 8. 
Bh4 Qb2 9. Nd2 Qd4 10. 0-0 Be6 
11. Nb3 Bb3 12. ab3 0-0-0 13. Ra4 
Qe5 14. Kh] Kb8 15. f4 Qe6 16. e5 
'Ng4 17. Bg4 hg4 18. Bd8 Qh6 
(18...Rh2 is most thematic but not 
correct: 19. Kh2 Qh6 20. Kg3) 19. 
h4 Qh4! 20. Resigns; 7...Qd6 8. 
Qd2 Ng4 9. Bg4 hg4 10. Bf4 Of6 
11. Bc7? Qb2 12. Qc3 Bb4 0-1, 
Zeynel-CherrylandCafe, ICC 2001. 

7. Nd2 looks awkward, but is 
well thought, intending to transfer 
the knight to f3, and leaving c3 
open for the pawn. In 
AlkeleleMomba-CherrylandCafe, 
White was OK after 7...Ng4 8. Bg4 
hg4 9. f4!? g3 10. h3 Bf2 11. Kf2, 
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though Black looked uninspired 
with 11...Qe7 and 12...Be6. 

/. C3 is the strongest test of 
7...05, we think, and in our only 
example — Roething-Guckemus, 
Sylvan 1940 — Black cowered 
immediately: 7...Bg4 8. BgS Be7, 
and White won in 56 moves. 


7.Nc3 


As ever, an unfamiliar gambit 
sometimes results in odd tactical 
slips by the opponents. The 
unfortunate 7. b3 led to a brief 
win for Black after 7...0d4 8. c3 
Qf2 9. Kd2 Bg4 in Rocketin7th- 
CherrylandCafe, ICC 2001. 


7...Ng4 8. Bg4 


Black has a good initiative 
after 8. 0-0 Qd6 9. g3 Of6 10. Bf4 
(Black is also fine after 10. Bf3 Nf2 
11. Rf2 Bg4 12. Kg2 Bf2 13. Kf2 
h4) g5 11. Be3 Ne3 12. fe3 Be3 13. 
Kh1 Qh6 — the position is equal, 
but Black has better practical 
chances — 14. Bf3 Bh3 15. Bg2 h4 
16. Bh3 — the bishop sacrifice 
must be accepted (and returned 
immediately, however!), otherwise 
Black can just play ...hg3 witha 
winning attack — 16...hg3 17. Bd7 
Kd7 18. Qg4 Ke7 19. Qg3 Bf4 -+ 
20. Rf4 gf4 21. Qf2 Rag8 22. Rg 
Rgl 23. Qgl f3 24. Nd] Qh4 25. 
Nf2 RhS, and with no defense to 
..._Rg5-g2, White resigned in Fong- 
Evans, Melbourne 2000. 


8...Bg4 

For 8...hg4, opening the h-file, 
see Milk-Man-CherrylandCafe, 
following. 


9. f3 


The position is not as easy for 
White as it looks. For example, 9. 
Ne2 Qh4 10. 0-0 0-0-0 holds 
decent prospects, and Black 
should be happy with 9. Qd2 Qd4 
10. 0-0 0-0-0. There could follow 
11. b3 Qe5 12. Bb2 Bd4 13. Rab] 
h4 14. h3 Bh3! 15. gh3 Qg3 and 
mate in eight—Another-Evans, ICC 
2001. 


9...Bh3! 10. Qd2 


It is drawn by perpetual after 
10. gh3 Qh4 11. Kd2 Qg5. 


10...Qh4 11. g3 Qf6 12. £4 0-0-0 
California Chess Journal 


13. e5 Rhe8& 


Fully mobile, Black has a}p,’_ atl 
chances against white’s UNcast’ $2 
king. 1 O 
14. Ne4 Re5! y. 


Black should have a lot of fal 
in this position, and be inspire), oF 
look at various sacrifices ang ov 
forcing plays. This one lookey de 
very good — if 15.fe5, then pil 
15...Qf3 16. Nf2 (16. NcS Qhi)y, 
wins for Black. to 


15. Qe2 Bb4 16.¢c3Bc3! | 


The deficiencies in White's _ or 
positions are showing up. 


17. Kf2 | 


Or 17. bc3 Re4 18. Be3 Re}, 
Qe3 Qc3 with sufficient pressure, 


17...Bd4 18. Kel Bc3 19. Kf. | 
Bd4 | 


Unfortunately, with three 
pieces en prise, Black could not 
find the winning 19...Re4! 20, du’ 
Qd4 21. Qe3 Bb2 22. Rb] Bc] 23} 
Qd4 Rd4 24. Rhcl, when it cer- . 
tainly looks as if the queenside ’ 
pawns will win for Black without 
too much drama. \ 


Drawn | 
eee 

White: Blackwood (1928) 

Black: Michelle Evans | ge 

Petroff Defense | W 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Ne5 Neb 

4. Nc6 dc6 5. e5 


A direct challenge to Black's | 
play. | 
5...Ne4! | 


There is some similarity 
between this position and the ? y 
position after 1. d4 Nf6 2. c4e53,. 
de5 Ne4, the Fajarowicz Variation | 


of the Budapest Defense. | : 


6. d4 | 

An important tactical trickin ‘ 
Black’s bag is 6. d3? Bc5!, andin | 
view of 7. de4 Bf2, White resigned | 
in Lowens-Stafford, correspon- 
dence 1950. | 
6...c5 | 


The only move to give White | 
problems. The pawn cannotbe_ ) 
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captured: 7. cs Qdl 8. Kd1 Nf2, 


' and Black recovers the pawn with 


nod play on 7. c3 cd4 8. cd4 (8. 
Qd4 is probably better) Bb4. 


7,45 Be6d 

Forcing play by Black! White is 
q pawn Up, but his center is 
overextended, and he is not yet 
developed. The d-pawn is still 
pinned indirectly because of the 
\night fork on f2, so Black is able 


+ develop with a threat, and 


) compel White to extend his center 


even further. If 8. Bc4, then 8...c6 


- or8...Nf2! 9. Kf2 Qh4. 


3 <4 6 9. dé Qh4 


4 
Y 
lm 
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10. Be3 
White meets the threat and 


gets some development going, but 


with three pieces out plus the 
move, Black has equalized. 


10...f6 11. b4!? 


White aims to maintain the 
pawn on d6. If 11. g3, it seems 
that White has embarrassed the 
queen (11...Q¢4 12. f3), but Black 
has 11...Ng3! 12. fg3 Qe4, win- 


"ning. 


11...cb4 12. Qd4 fe5 13. Qe5 
Kd7 14. ¢5 Re8 15. Qd4 Qf6 16. 
Qf6 Nf6 17. a3 

Still playing to bolster the 
pawn chain, but White’s problem 
has been that he is underdevel- 
oped, not to mention that the 
proud d6-pawn is well blockaded. 


17...b3 18. Nc3 b6 19. Na4 
Nd5! 


Black blocks the d-file before 


| gathering the pawns. 
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20. 0-0-0 bc5 21. Nc5 Kd6 ae 
Nb3 


rarer ete 


the material, but Black takes. 
passed pawn and better de¥ 
ment into the ending. = 


22...Kc7 23. Bc5 


Black menaced the a-pawn, but 


White should prefer the develop- 
ing 23. Kb2, and then if 23...Ne3 
24. fe3 Bb3 25. Kb3 Re3, Black 

cannot be too pleased about the ¢ 
opposite-colored bishops. 


23...Nf4 24. Bf8 Rhfs 
White’s kingside is still sle 


ing, and Black went on to Ww 
12 more moves. : 


White: Milk-Man (2151) 
Black: CherrylandCafe (2180) 
Petroff Defense 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Ne5 Nc6é 


4. Nc6 dc6 5. d3 Bc5 6. Be2 h5 7. 


Nc3 Ng4 8. Bg4 hg4 


After the h-file opens, Black 
must be alert for tactics arising 


from ...Qd6, which could threaten, 


for instance, .. 
9. Be3 


It is more difficult for Black to 
develop counterplay after 9. Bf4 
Of6 10. Bg3. 
9...Be3 10. fe3 Qd6 11. g3 

Results in an endgame which 
could be considered important in 
terms of this gambit’s “theory”: 


11...Qg3 


3 fg3 Rh2!. 
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12. hg3 Rh1 13. Ke2 
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White could try to push Black 
off the board by b3, c4, d4, d5, 
and so on. For instance, 18. b3 
Rd8 19. c4c5 20. Kd2 b6 21. Kc3 
c6 22. d4 looks good for White, 
but Black could hold the balance 
by earlier seeking active 
counterplay with 18. b3 a5 19. c4 
a4. 


18...Rd8 19. d4 b6 
To prevent Nc5 after ...Ne4. 
20. b3 ¢5 21. Kd3 cd4 22. ed4 c5 


This gives White a passed 
pawn, but Black is trying to open 
the game for his long-range 
pieces. 


23. Ne4 Kg6 24. c3 cd4 25. cd4 
Kf5 26. Nd6 Kg6 27. Ke4 


Apparently White has made 
inroads, threatening 28. d5, but is 
disrupted by Black’s continual 
search for active counterplay. 


2755 


Just as it starts getting inter- 
esting — Black will play ...Kg6 and 
... £5 next — Black overstepped the 
time limit. The endgame after 
11...Qg3 might arise commonly 
from this gambit. 


Changed Your Address? 


Send address changes to the 
California Chess Journal at 126 
Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 
94402-2414 or cattekin@best.com. 
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Best of the BurlinGames 


Continued from Page 17 


though White still has the prefer- 
able position. 


11. de6 fe6 


4 ‘ 
; 4 
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12. £5! gf5 


Alternatively, 12...ef5 13. ef5 
Bf5 14. Bf5 gf5 15. Nh4 Ne4 16. 
Nf5 Nc3 17. bc3 looks rather 
unhealthy for the black king. 


13. ef5 e5 


A move which I had not antici- 
pated in my preparation! As the 
game turns out, I have only to find 
one difficult move over the board. 


14. Qh4! 
The text serves two purposes: 


to support the pawn push g4-g5 
and to double.attack the h7- 4 


Ale He oT AY: ae 








Be2 Bf5, retaking the pawn with 
interest. However, White has the 
crushing zwischenzug 18. Bf4!. 
White now only has to take care to 
limit Black's counterplay. 


18. c3 Re8& 19. Bc2 Bc6 20. Bf4 
Rbd8 21. Rad1 Bf3 22. Rf3 Be5 


Black had the choice between 
Surrendering a second pawn or 
simplifying into a lost endgame. 
23. Be5 de5 24. Rfd3 


White maintains control of the 
open file. 


24...Rd3 25. Rd3 Kf7 26. g4! Kf6 
27. h4 Resigns 


Facing the threat of 28. g5 and 
White's rook infiltrating on either 
d6 or d7, Black resigned. Of 
course, the f5-pawn is taboo due 
to the discovered check 





White: David Pecora (2064) 
Black: Richard Koepcke (2292) 
Exchange French 

Notes by NM Richard Koepcke 


1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. ed5 ed5 4. 





Bd3 Ncé6 5. Nf3 Bg4 6. 0-0 Ndy 


Black can possibly hold the 
sacrificed pawn after 6...Bf3 7 
Qf3 Nd4 8. Qe3 Ne6 9. BFS. 


7. Qel Ne6 8. Ne5 Bh5 9, BL: 
Ke7 


In his calculations before 
6...Nd4, Black overlooked that 
9...c6 would be met here by 10, 
Nc6 with a decisive edge. 


10. £4 f5 11. g4 Bg4 12. Ng4f, 
13. f5 Qd6 14. fe6? 


A blunder. If White retreats 23: 
the bishop, Black will net three ing 
pawns for his piece, but the Fol 
weaknesses in Black’s position ma 
should give White a winning twe 
advantage. mu 


14...Qb6 15. Kh] Qb5 16. Rf7 2 
Ke8 17. Rc7 Qb6 18. Bf4 Be7 | 
Nc3 Nf6 20. RdI Rd8 21.044 | 


22. Bg3 h5 23. Qe2 . 
Threatening 24. Qg6 and 25, ter 
Qf7 mate. Ye 


23...h4 24. Qd3 Qe6 25.Re] 
Ne4 26. Ne4 de4 27. Qe4 Qef 50) 
28. Re4 hg3 29. Ree7 Kf8 30, 

Rf7 Kg8 31.Rg7 Kf8 Draw | 


yo 


| 


UPSCL Peninsula Scholastic | 


Continued from Page 23 


...White: Ben Laufer (1147) 
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W 
19 
Lit 
White doesn’t bite by 16. g4 | fo7 
Bg4 17. hg4 Qg4, after which the 
white king looks very unhappy. ? gi 


16...f5 17. e5 Bc7 18. e6 Qe7 19, pl: 
a4 Nf4 20. Ba3 Bdé 21. Bdé Cd 
22. e7 Rfe8 23. Nd4 Re7 Id 


There seems to be no reason | : 
why 23...g6 can’t be played first. | 


24. Nf5 Rel 25. Rel Nh3? ite 


Black has an idea to double 
attack White’s knight, forgettingit ha 
can Save itself in answer tothe > {a 
double attack. Or 


} 


26. gh3 Qg6 27. Ng3 Qg528.  “ 


Kh1 Bf7 29. NF3 Qf6 30. Kg2d! | 
31. Qd1 Bd5 7 


White can continue with 32. > jn 
Ne4 and a material plus, but the _ 9 
players agreed to split the point. | at 


} 


Draw 
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We Talk with the U.S. Women’s Co-Champion: 
Camilla Baginskaite 


bS 


, and where were 


with her hus- 


py Jason Childress 


nternational master 
Camilla Baginskaite is the 
reigning women’s chess 
champion of the United 
States. At the time of this 
interview she was rated 
1381 and had just finished play- 
ing in the Seattle Chess 
roundation’s U.S.-China Summit 
match in March, where she scored 
two out of three points against 
much higher- 
rated OppoOsi- 
tion. She lives in 
f] Cerrito, Calif., 


hand, grandmas- 


ter Alex 
yermolinsky, ne, 
and their young drew him ; 
son Edward. ; 

ccJ: When _ they’re too 


you born? 

Baginskaite: 
| was born in 
1967 in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, in the 

_ former USSR. 

CCJ: When 
did you start 
playing chess? 

Baginskaite: 
| don’t remem- 


immediate 


- ber exactly, somewhere around 7 
or 8. 


CCJ: Did you have any favor- 
ite players growing up? 

Baginskaite: I don’t remember 
having any chess heroes. My 


- favorite player changes depending 


on whose games I studied ina 
certain time. I think the idea of 


' chess heroes is more commonin . 


the U.S. than it was in Lithuania. 
In the USSR, the goal was more to 


' Improve one’s chess than worship 
_ players. More of a down-to-earth 


attitude. 
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fixated on the 


thing. Make it 
a goal to play 
in the World Youth Championship.” 


CCJ: You recently won the 
United States Women’s Champion- 
ship. How did that feel? 

Baginskaite: First of all, I 
want to make it clear that 1 ama 
co-champion; Elina Groberman 
and I tied for first place, and then 
played a playoff for the champi- 
onship ring. I won the playoff, 
but I felt uneasy about it, because 
it was blitz. I think it would have 
been better if the playoff games 
had been longer. 





“TYoung players should] set high goals. A lot of 
kids say ‘| beat 
a 2000’ or ‘I 


It feels strange. Many strong 
players didn’t play because they 
couldn’t meet the activity require- 
ments. The highest rated female 
in U.S., Irina Krush, had other 
plans. So I’m the champion, but 
arguably not the strongest player. 
On the other hand, I was a clear 
pre-tournament favorite, but my 
form proved to be pretty bad, so 
I’m glad I was able to win in spite 
of this. I felt after the tournament 
I can still improve my chess 
significantly if I can make more 
time to work on it. And, of course, 





no matter what are your prior 
logistics, it still feels special to 
win the U.S. Championship. I’m 
happy! 

CCJ: What are some other 
memorable results in your tourna- 
ment career? 

Baginskaite: Well, my most 
‘spectacular’ result was winning 
the World Girls Under-20 Champi- 
onship in 1987 (Vilnius, 
Lithuania). But that was not my 
strongest opposition. 

I] remember two other results 
that were really good: one was the 
USSR Women’s Championship in 
1985. I scored 6th or 7th, but the 
opposition was quite strong. The 
other one is more impressive: | 
tied for 4th 
best indi- 
vidual result 
on the lst 
board in the 
1992 Women’s 
Olympiad, 
which was 
held in Manila, 
Philippines. 

That was 
the period 
when I played 
my best chess, 
between 1987 
and 1992. 

CCJ: What 
interesting 
anecdotes or 
stories can 
you share 
with the 
readers of 
California Chess Journal about the 
career of a WIM? 

Baginskaite: Well, if it’s going 
to be read by children... (laughs) 

At one point I was trying very 
hard to get the GM title. I had 
achieved two norms, but then I 
got stuck and couldn’t make the 
third. And my chess started to 
get worse because of that. And 
kids these days pay a lot of atten- 
tion to ratings and to categories, 
but dwelling on such things can 
actually hurt your chess. 

CCJ: So you never regained 
your form after that? 


USCF Photo 
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Baginskaite Talks About Education, 
Killer Instinct, and Modern Romance 


Baginskaite: No, I don’t think 
I ever really did. 

CCJ: You’re married to former 
U.S. champion Alex Yermolinsky— 
how did you two meet? 

Baginskaite: At a chess 
tournament, of course. (laughs) J 
first met him briefly in Groningen 
In 1993, and then again later at 
the 1996 Chess Olympiad in 
Erevan, Armenia. 

CCJ: This was when you were 
still living in Lithuania? 

Baginskaite: Yes. It was quite 
modern, actually—we communi- 
cated entirely by e-mail. (laughs) 
And eventually I thought, I’ll come 
to the U.S. and we’ll see what 
happens. We got married in 
September of 1997. 

CCJ: What’s it like to be 
married to a grandmaster? 

Baginskaite: It’s different, 
because he has to travel a lot. | 
mean, it’s nice to have chess in 
common as an interest, but chess 
is quite tense. I would say that 
emotionally, it’s not something 
you can take lightly. It’s challeng- 
ing to come to terms with that 
and try to control your emotions. 
:. .wWo:youdtee] st 
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A lot of girls I knew in schoo] 
wanted to do everything. They 
got good grades, they did this, 


they did that, but they could never 


focus on just one or two subjects 
that really interested them. They 
got stuck doing all the things they 
needed to do, and never really did 
anything that interested them. 
The boys, on the other hand, 
would let some things go and 
concentrate on something that 
really interested them. 

It's also necessary to get 
quality training, or else be able to 
work by yourself. This is less 
common for girls than for boys. 
There are psychological reasons: 
many girls have problems with 
self-training. I think it comes 
directly from the abovementioned 
“obedience” at school and at 
home. With the right coaching, the 
girls could close the gap. 

But I don’t necessarily think 
it’s bad or degrading that women 
are not as strong as men at chess. 
I mean, is it really degrading not 
to have the ‘killer instinct?’ | 
don’t think so. Women have other 
features; they are better than men 
iIn.other areas. 


tree ete es 


Rit have much time for 
‘-year-old son, and 
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anymore. 
very time-consuming. 
the most time-consum- 










Other intellectual stuff 


A tot of professional 
ssplayers become computer 





m0) 
Ch 
Big 
che 
pu 
tak 
programmers. Chess narrows | 
your choice of profession. Many for 
immigrants from the USSR be. _ !al 
Came cOmputer programmers fy 
instance. Part of the reason fy, !0t 
this is that it’s difficult for inp;) 
grants to learn English wher _, th 
they're already full-grown, 0 thy ité 
work with computers. ButIaly 
think sometimes two things — 
combine well, like chess and 
computer programming. pa 
Chess really absorbs your ™ 
attention. It’s difficult to play 
chess and do other things as we}. US 
When chessplayers go to atour, WI 


ment, they don’t try to see the Bl 
sights in the area; they concen. Ex 
trate on chess. | Nc 


CCJ: Right, or in the words, 1, 
One Night In Bangkok: “One tom 4g 
looks very like another when Be 
you're head’s down over your 
pieces, brother.” | 

Baginskaite: And how many) ™ 
chessplayers do you know that a. WI 
artists? Ican’tremember any 
chessplayer I’ve known who had; ™ 


career in design or architecture, i 

CCJ: Well, Marcel Duchamp ir 
was an artist and chess fanatic } * 
but perhaps he’s the exception . i 
that proves your rule. ' 


Baginskaite: I’m a bit of an 
exception; I’m studying landscape 1 
architecture, which is somewhere | d 
between design and architecture, | 
But my mother was an artist and \ ,, 
my father was a designer. ft 

CCJ: Have you had any other | , 
education besides the Berkeley 7 
classes? | 

Baginskaite: I studiedart | 3 
history, theory, and criticism for | 9 
five years in the USSR. It wouldte N 
the equivalent of something | \ 
between a B.A. degree and anMA} | 

CCJ: What are your plans for | 
the future? 

Baginskaite: Maybe only to 
play in the major tournaments, | 
like the U.S. Championship, the | 
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ly 
| “iampionship if I qualify for it. 


mpiad, the Women’s World 


ig tournaments only, not a lot of 
chess competitions. I’d like to 
pursue architecture if it really 


CCJ; What advice do you have 


' for young players, and in particu- 


lar young female players? 
paginskaite: Set high goals. A 


' \tof kids say “I beat a 2000” or “I 
- drew him”; they’re too fixated on 
 iheimmediate thing. Maybe make 


ita goal to play in the World Girls’ 


| championship. And don’t be 


fraid of high-rated players; a 
rating is just numbers. You can 
pay attention to it, but not too 


much. 





sA-China Summit Match 
White: Camilla Baginskaite (USA) 
glack: Qin Kanying (China) 


' Exchange Grunfeld 
- Notes by WIM Camilla Baginskaite 


1,d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 d5 4. 
d5 Nd5 5. e4 Nc3 6. bc3 Bg7 7. 


| Be3 c5 8. Qd2 Qa5 9. Nf3 Nc6 


ape 
Te 


1d 


1 be 


Black could avoid the follow- 


_ ing complicated line after 9...0-0, 


which happened in round 3 in the 


) come event. After 10. Rb1, Black 


has 10...b6, so White returned to 
the good old 10. Rcl. I think this 
line is less risky for Black—White 


, seldom gets a substantial advan- 
tage here. Of course, 9...Bg4 10. 
’ Rb] a6 11. Rb7 is Kramnik- 


Kasparov from their recent match. 
10.Rb1 0-0 11. Rb5 cd4 12. Ra5 


—de3 13. Qe3 
re, | 


Of course, not 13. fe3, like in 


' my game against Jennifer Shahade 


from the 2000 U.S. Championship. 
13...Na5 14. h4 
[believe the kingside assault 


' isthe only way to put Black’s 
. queen sacrifice to the test. 14. 


Nd4 has also been played, usually 


' witha peaceful result. 


| 14..Beé6 
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15. Ng5 

15. hS Rfc8 16. e5 Nc4 17. bc4 
Rc4 18. hg6 hg6 19. Ng5 Rac8 20. 
Ne6 Rc3 21. Qg5 Rel 22. Kd2 Rh1 
23. Ng7 Rd8 24. Ke2 Kg7 25. Qe/ 
Rdd1 was drawish in Dautov- 
Svidler, Istanbul Olympiad 2000. 
15...Ba2 


Qin played 15...Rfc8 here ina 
recent game against Kachiani- 
Gersinska in New Delhi FIDE 
World Championship, and Black 
was OK after 16. e5 Nc4 17. Bc4 
Bc4 18. h5S h6 19. Nf3 g5 20. Nd2 
Ba2, but there were stronger 
continuations for White. 


16. h5 Rfc8 17. e5 h6 18. Ne4 g5 
18...Nc4? 19. Bc4 Bc4 20. hg6 
fg6 21.Rh6! 
19. Ng5! Nc4 
19...hg6 20. h6 gives White a 
dangerous attack. 
20. Bc4 Bc4 21. Ne4 


I believe this was one of th 
critical moments. The positl 


know for sure, but I think stron- 
ger was 21. Nf3 with the idea 22. 
Nd4 e6 23.Rh4, and White should 
be better. 


21...a5 22. f4 


been a real mess. 
22...04 23. f5 


2 ERE i: 518 | 





kingside—it’s just too slow. 
Surprisingly, in spite if this, it 
seems enough for a draw. 

23...a3 24. Kf2 a2 25. f6 ef6 26. 
Nf6 Kh8 27. Ral Ra5 28. g4 Rb5 
29. Qe4 Bf6 30. ef6 Beé 31. 
Qe3? 


Time trouble! After this White 
is close to losing. 31. Qe2 Rb6 32. 
Qd2 or 31...Rg5 32. Ra2 would 
have been drawish. 


31...Rg5 32. Qd2 Ra8 


Now White is tied up and 
doesn’t have much play. But Black 
still has to find a way to break 
through while avoiding various 
tactical tricks. 


33. Kf1? Bd5? 


33...Bg4 is an easy win, since 
White cannot take on a2 in view of 
...Bh3. Black was starting to get 
low on time, too. 


34. Kf2 Ra4?! 35. c4! 


Looks like a desperation sac, 
but I wasn’t able to find a win for 
Black after this! 35...Bc4 36. Qd8 
Kh7 37. Qd4 disrupts Black’s 
piece coordination, for example, 
37...b5 38. Qe4 Kh8 39. Qe8 Rg8& 
40. Qe3. Fresh ideas, anybody? 
35...Rc4 36. Ra2 Rcg4 37. Ra8 
Kh7 38. Qd3 Be4 39. Qd6?! 

My last mistake in this game; 
of course, both 39. Qd7 and 39. 
Qd8 Rg8 40. Qd7 were stronger, 

swnth:a.few seconds left, I... i. 
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13. QF3 


This move is not as strong as 
it looks! Simply 13. Be4 de4 14. 
Ba3 Re8 (or 14...c5 15. Qb3 Qc7 
16. Rad] Rad8 17. Rf4 Rfe8 18. 
Bb2 with a tiny advantage for 


White) 15. Qb3 Qd7 16. Rf4 a5 17. 


Raf] Bd5 18. c4 a4 19. Qc3 with 
advantage to White. 
13...¢5 


13...f6!? 14. Ba3 c5 15. Be4 
de4 16. Qg3 Rc8 17. Rad] is 
comfortable for White. 


14, c4 


Not as good as 14. Qh3! Bc8 
15. Qh5 Be6 16. Bb2 Rc8 17. c4 
cd4 18. ed4 f5 19. ef6 gf6 20. Be4 
de4 21. dS and White is better. 


14...Ba6! 
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..worthy..of 


The move 15...f6 is again 








16. Qe2 cd4 


Better for Black was 16...Rc8 
17. cd5 Bd3 18. Qd3 Qd5 19. Bb2 
c4 20. Qf5 h6 21. Rad] Qe4 and 
Black has equalized. 


17. cd5 


White now has a clear advan- 
tage, but manages to squander it. 


17...Bd3 18. Qd3 Qd5 19. ed4 
Neé 20. Bb2 


20. Be3 was just as good. 
20...Rad8 


Better is 20...Rac8 21. Of3 Of3 
22. Rf3 Rfd8 23. Rafl Rc7 24. Rdl 
Rc5 25. Rdf1 Rc2 26. Bc3 h5 and 
Black enjoys an edge. 


21. Kh1? 


I thought this move was great 
because it puts the king out of 
checking distance of a black 
knight, but it actually is the 
beginning of the end for White. 
Simple and correct is 21.Rad1 NcS 
— I had feared this move, which is 
why I did not play 21.Rad1 — 22. 
Qb5! Ne4 23. Rf4 f5 24. Qd5 Rd5S 
25. 4 Ng5 26. Kg2 fg4 27. Rg4 
Ne6 28. Rcl, and White has noth- 
ing to fear. 


21...Qe5 22. Qh7 


The only way to avoid losing a 
pawn. 


22...Kh7 23. de5 Rd2 





Black should consider 23, \, 
24. Ba3 Kg8 25. Racl RdS, anj- 
Black is better after 26. Bc5 bes es 
2. RDOUReS 28°Rb7 as. di 


24. Ba3 Rc8? du 


This should lose for Black I i 
move 24...Rfd8 leads to a draw. 4 


25. RF7 Rec2 26. Rgl Ng5 27, 
Rff1?? Bl 


This hasty retreat cost Whit Sc 
the game! 27. Rf4 is correct, ani! Ne 
then 27...Nh3 is not playable | 
because of 28. Rh4, so 27...Re? 1, 
28. Bd6 — what a difference With 4, 
a white rook at f4 instead of at/ 1 
— 28...Re4 29. Re4 Ne4 30. Ral , 
Nd6 31. ed6 Rd2 32. Kgl] Rd633 
Kf2 Kg6 with a likely draw. ° ©! 





27...Nh3 ‘ 
Now Black is winning. - , 1 
28. e6 Q 
A desperate move. Bi 


28...Ng1 29. Rg1 dy 
Also inadequate is 29. e7 Rg) 
30. Rf8 Rge2 31. e8 (Q) Re8 32. 
Re8 Nf3 33. Bd6 Rc4, and Black 
WIns. 
29...Ra2 30. e7 Re2 31. Bdé 
Rad2 
With 31...Ra4 the end comes; 
bit sooner. 
32. Bf4 Rd4 33. Bg5 Rad 34, hd | 
Rae4 35. Rf1 
If 35. Kh2, then 35...Re] 
anyway. | 
35...Rel 36. Kg1 Rf1 37. Kf 
Kg6 38. Kf2 Kf7 39. Kf3 Re7 40. | 
Be7 Ke7 41. Ke4 a5 42. Kd5 ai » 
43. Kc4 b5 44. Kb4 Kf6 45.94 | 
Ke5 46. h5 Kf4 47. Resigns | 
Michael Shaw of Nevada City | d 
took the booster section’s D prize | y 
and Michael Gosk of Santa Rosa | ! 
won the E prize. | F 
This was only the fifth toum ) | 


ment for 10-year-old Michael, and | 
| 
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pe is tagged by local chess players 
'’ .sakid to watch. He won the 
wnrated prize 1n Weikel’s Western 
states Open last year, only the 
second tournament he had ever 
played. 
He has a pretty interesting 

; story about having gotten inter- 
sted in chess last summer upon 
discovering a set discarded in a 
jumpster. Here is Michael's best 

same against a higher rated 

Th, player: 

W, er 

. white: Nicolas Yap (1253) 

slack: Michael Gosk (823) 

scheveningen Sicilian 

Notes by Michael Gosk and Bleys 

Rose 

2 1 e4c5 2. NfF3 Nc6 3. d4 cd4 

vith 4. Nd4Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6. Be2 e6 

til 79.0Be7 8.Be3 0-0 9. f4d5 
Seeking an unbalanced posi- 

, tion, Black deviates from book 
lines which include 9...Qc7, 9...e5 
and 9...Bd7. 

' 10,ed5 Nd5 11.Nd5 ed5 12. 
Qd2Nd4 13.Bd4Re8 14. Rael 
Bf5 15. Bd3 Beé 16. Re2 Bfé 

17,03 





k 
esa q i a 
M\ La. tes iat 
pasa 
/m/ He | 
40, 17...Re8? 
a4 ~—s- Until now, the game has been 


4 \ equal. Black should have played 

17...Qb6 18. Bh7 Kh8 19. Bb6 Bc3 

ty | 20.bc3 Kh7, when both sides have 

ize) Weak pawns and bad bishops 

, | Which are opposite-colored, 
probably leading to a draw. 


| 
nt’ 18, BF6 QF6 19. QF6 gf6 20. 


mi WelRed8 21. Kf2Rc7 22. b3 
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Michael Gosk won the first prize among Class E players at the Jessie Jean's Open in 


March. 


Photo by Bud Setzepfandt 


—— 


h5 23. f5 Bd7 24.Re3 Kh7 25. 
Rh3 Kh6 26. Re7 Rf8 27. Bb5? 


The momentum switches after 
this misstep by White, which 
begets another. 
27...Rc2 28. Re2? Bf5 29. Rc2 
Bc2 30. Be2 Bg6 31. Bh5 Rd8 
32. Bg6 Kg6 33. Rd3? 

Kings belong in front of 
passed pawns, while rooks belong 
behind them. Better is 33. Re3, 
threatening 34. Re7, and if Black 
moves too hastily by 34...d4 34. 
Re7 d3 35. Kel d2 36. Kdl, the 
winning chances swing back to 
White after he removes the d- 
pawn. 

33...Kf5 34. Kf3 Ke5 35. a3 

White’s best plan is to make 
counterplay with his own passed 
pawn and relieve his rook of the 
blockading task. 35. h4, 36. Ke2, 
and perhaps 37. Rh3 are sensible 
moves. 
35...Rc8 36. Ke2f5 37. Kd2 
Ke4 38. Re3 Kd4 39. Rd3 Ke4 
40. Rc3?? 


White slips up, exchanging 
rooks in a position in which Black 
has a better placed king, despite 
White’s ability to run the h-pawn 
down the track. The easiest end- 
ings to win are pure pawn end- 
ings. 
40...Rc3 41. Ke3 d4 

Black finds the right plan: 
Allow his forward pawn to fall, 
have his king to chase down 
black’s h-pawn and return in time 
to march his f-pawn to the queen- 
ing square. 
42.Kd2f4 43.h4Kf5 44. h5 
Kg5 45.h6 Kh6 46. Kd3 Kg5 
47. Kd4 Kg4 48. Kc5 Kg3 49. 
Kd6 Kg2 50. Kce7 f3 51. Kb7 f2 
52. Ka7 f1(Q) 53.a4Qbl1 54. 
a5 Qb3 55. a6 Qa3 56. Kb7 
Qa6 57. Resigns 


CalChess on the Web 
http://www.kirshnerisms.com/ 
CalChess/index.html 


CalChess E-Mail List 


E-mail calchess-members- 
subscribe@egroups.com 
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QcT 32. Qg4 al (Q) 33. NFS jy, 7 
34. Kg3 Rg4 35. hg4 Bet 


The yell “Draw!” was heard), i 
all, but a grandmaster also kno, | 
how to entice the opponent int). f 
false hopes of winning. After a} 
of discussion and voting, the | tw 
Windsor kids decided to forgo, ™ 
draw and gamble on hanging oy 
for 10 more moves. (6: 


35...Qac3 36. f3 Q3el 37, Kh; 
Qf4 38. Ng3 Qeg3 mate Th 

Ashley also swept a 26-boar 
simultaneous exhibition. He wi] {4 


return again next year, and itis; 2 
After a long think. blessing to kids and adults alik ~ 


29...gf6 30. Qg3 Kh8 31. Nh4 to be able to observe and tobe 
inspired by masters in any con. | ” 
structive endeavor. , 


This Issue’s Obligatory Wing Gambi' 


Continued from Page 11 
as Close as White will get to 





1D Bs : 
in 35 moves” Id claim RbT b5 24. Kh2 a4 25. Qf4 h6é 
a draw, or else they would need to 26. Nf3 a3 27. Rel Qb2 28. Rc6 
go only 10 more moves within a2 29. Rf6 
which Ashley had to checkmate or 
resign. 


15. Bh6 g6 16. Ng5 Very rarely should a knightly) * 


castling, since the decision to Threatening to shred the developed so late, but it is finally ' 
move the rook to h3 has already kingside by 17. Nh7. For example, obvious that it wants to Zo tocs. 
been made. Also, the development 16-.-Rc817.Nh7Nh718.hg6fg6 —19,..b5 
of White’s queenside is not yet 19. Rg6 Rh8 20. Rg8 Rg8 21. Qhs. - 19...Qc7 seems a little more | ¢ 
determined — the knight might 16...Bg5 useful. | ’ 
want to develop on a3 or d2, the Another hard blow to the 20. Qb4 E: 


bishop on a3 or g5, the queen 
waits for the king knight to get 
out of her way. 


white squares is 16...gh5 17. Nf7 
Kf7 18. Qf3, but now the black 
Squares are severely weakened, 


On 20. Qa3, 20...a5 threatens | ; 
to free some black queenside \ 


oe pieces by 21...b4. Now if 20...a5, , 2 
11...a6 and the king is trapped on e8. White intended 21. QcS, menacix | 
If Black achieves ...Bd7-b5, 17. Bg5 Ne7 Jo Rav. 4 
Phen Renee G bishop, 11. Another self-pin, but this 20...Qd7 | : 
WHI 100K SIlly. seems to be part of a plan to ; | 
12. h5 castle by .,.Bc6,,....Oc7, and ...0-0- Samet eer takes some | ¢ 
Pursuing the plan of Rh3-g3, QO. After 17...Ne7, Black may not : 
White first ree the h-p at ee play ...gh5 later because of Be7, 21. Nb3 Nf5 22. BF5 gf5 ) | 
safety and uncovers the target on discovering an attack on the rook. 22...ef5 saves the g8-rook | 
g7. To continue the joke by 12 18. Qb3 from a discovered attack and evel | 
; : ’ j al | 
Kgl and then Rh3-g3 would save The white queen wants toland ®°S the knight a place one Ly 
no time over 0-0, Rel-e3-g3. on e7, either by Qf3-f6-e7, or Qb3- 23-Nc5 Qc8 | | 
12...Nf8 13. Rh3 Bd7 14. Rg3 b4-e7. She chooses the path that Enables a picturesque finish, | | 
Rg8 makes a threat on b7. but 23...Qc7 24. Bd8 is probably | 
Self-pinning, so better would 18...Bc6 19. Nd2 enough for White to win. | 

be 14...g6. 24. Ne4 Resigns 


_—_— essen! \ , 
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Places to 


Arcata 
Tuesdays 6:30-11 p.m. 


Arcata Community Center 


James Bauman 


perkeley 
‘days 7 p.m. 
Me United Methodist Church 
1953 Hopkins 
Alan Glasscoe 


| (510) 652-5324 


Burlingame 


' Thursdays 7 p.m. 


Burlingame Lions Club 


‘990 Burlingame Ave. 


Scott Wilson 
(650) 355-9402 


yyw.burlingamechessclub.com 


Campbell 

thursdays 7-1 1:30 p.m. 

Campbell Community Center 

Fred Leftingwell fleffing@cisco.com 
(408) 732-5188, (408) 526-7090 


work 
Carmichael 


Mondays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 


4701 Gibbons 


| Dorado Hills 
Sundays 5-8 p.m. 
Oak Ridge Library 
1120 Harvard Way 
Troy Pendergraft 
1916) 941-1625 


fremont 

Fridays 7:30-11 p.m. 
borders Books and Music 
Hans Poschmann 
hspwood2@home.net 
(510) 656-8505 


Fresno 
Corl’s Jr. 
3820 N. Cedar at Dakota 


| Fresno 


~— 


559-275-0905 
Hayward 


| Mondays 9 p.m. 


lyon’s Restaurant 

25550 Hesperian Blvd. 
Humboldt County 

Bob Phillips 

(707) 839-4674 


 livermore 


fridays 7 p.m.-midnight 
lawrence Livermore Lab South 
Cafeteria 


Charles Pigg 


(510) 447-5067 


a 


Merced 

fridays 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 
Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 


Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 


’ John Barnard 


(209) 785-7895 
Monterey 


Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 


May/June 2001 


Ted Yudacufski 
(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 


(559) 784-3820 
Reno, Nevada 


Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 p.m. 


2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
915 27th St. 

Stewart Katz 

(916) 444-3133 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 


(415) 421-2258 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


San Leandro 
Saturdays 12 noon 


Everybody’s Bagel Shop 


Pi ay Send changes and new information to californiachessjournal@cattekin.vip.best.com. 


1099 MacArthur Blvd. 
(510) 430-8700 


Santa Clara 


Sunnyvale 
Tuesdays 8 p.m. 
LERA Bldg. 160 


Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 p.m. Ken Stone 
Mary Gomez Park (408) 629-5530 
Francisco Sierra Visalia 


(408) 241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 Fourth St. 

Keith Halonen 

(707) 578-6125 

Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 


Rincon Valley Library 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 


Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 
http://hometown.aol.com/ 
visaliachess/myhomepage/ 
profile.html 

Woodland 

Sundays 3-9:30 p.m. 


Senior Citizens Center 


Mike Haun 630 Lincoln Ave. 

(707) 537-0162 Milo Nelson 

Stanford (530) 792-1064 

Meets weekly during school year www.geocities.com/MJG99/CHESS/ 
Michael Aigner WCG/ 

maigner@stanford.edu Yuba City 

Stockton Mondays and Wednesdays 7-11 p.m. 
Fridays 7-11 p.m. Carl s Jr. 

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church Bridge St. and Highway 99 

4910 Claremont Ave. Tom Giertych 


(916) 671-1715 





Editorial — One Thing at a Time 


Thank you, thank you, CalChess patrons, for 
sending us money so that we can continue to bring 
you Northern California chess news six times per 
year. Iam sorry I have no shiny paper for you yet — 
1 am still learning how to save money on this job 
before I can start spending more of it. The first task 
has been to get a bulk rate mailing permit for the 
California Chess Journal, but my dealings with the 
postal service folks have been circular at best. 

I sense that these poor, beleaguered civil ser- 
vants lose their souls over time, having to deal with 
rushed, rude, unhappy customers all day, and 
maybe have no sympathy left for people who just 
want to save a few cents on their mailings. My 
parents both worked for the postal service. My 
mom, who had too much feeling, didn’t last long. 
My dad, who had little to begin with, probably 
pissed off one too many bureaucrats. 

If or when I get that permit, I then have to learn 
how to use an image editor, because | have learned 
that printers want each image file sized correctly as 
their own separate file. So, one thing at a time. 

Thanks to our advertisers. Buy a chess set from 
the House of Staunton! I have a red and white 
Players Set from the House of Staunton, and it is 
the most beautiful thing in my room — when I see 
it, it inspires me to write about chess. Tournament 
organizers, follow the lead of the Success Chess 
School — if you promise to contribute 50 cents 
from each entry fee to CalChess, we will give you 
one page of advertising for that event. 

Thank you for reading! 
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Tournament Calendar | 


Events marked with a star offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members. Some are making an additional Contrib, 
tion to CalChess from the entry fees. The California Chess Journal encourages participation in those events. 

Date Event Location CalChess 

May 6 Visalia Spring Picnic | Visalia * 

Allen Fifield, POB 27, Visalia 93279 (559) 734-2784 fifiela@aol.com 

May 13 Charles Powell Memorial G/60 San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 

May 19-20 San Joaquin Championship Fresno 

Dennis Wajckus, 5924 East Illinois Avenue, Fresno 93727-3566, (559) 252-4484 

May 19-20 CEA National Scholastic Championship Houston, TX | 
Richard Peterson, Chess Education Association, c/o Sheraton Brookhollow, 3000 North Loop West, Houston, TX 7709) 
(888) 331-4442 ascachess@aol.com | 
May 26 Charlotte Wood Scholastic Quads Danville * if 
Dr. Dennis Alfaro, 244 Viewpoint Dr., Danville 94506 (925) 736-2154 dkalfaro@aol.com 
June 2 UPSCL Open 

Steve Cohen, POB 8024, Foster City 94404 (650) 349-7746 
June 2 William Addison Memorial San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
June 8-10 Stamer Memorial San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 
June 23-24 2nd Arcata Open Arcata * | 
Jim Bauman, POB 904, Arcata 95518-0904 (707) 822-7619 alula@pacbell.net | 


San Mateo 





June 23 Weibel/Success Summer Scholastic Quads Fremont * | 
Dr. Alan Kirshner, (510) 657-1586 info@successchess.org 
http://www.kirshnerisms.com/SummerQuads01.html 

July 7-8 Sacramento Chess Championship Sacramento * 

John McCumiskey, 6700 50th Street, Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532 imclmc@lanset.com 

July 21 Weibel/Success Summer Scholastic Quads Fremont * 

Dr. Alan Kirshner, (510) 657-1586 info@successchess.org | 
hitp://www.kirshnerisms.com/SummerQuads01.html 
August 11 Weibel/Success Summer Scholastic Quads Fremont x | 
Dr. Alan Kirshner, (510) 657-1586 info@successchess.org | 
August 24-25 San Joaquin County Championship San Joaquin * | 


Barbara McCaleb, 234 Via La Paz, San Luis Obispo 93401 (805) 544-0717 bmccaleb@calpoly.edu 


with the other directors of Cal- ing with Elizabeth Shaughnessy ot 


Lette rs Chess. expanding chess in the schools. ] | 
Tony Newhall am very excited about the prolif: 


Dear Editor: 





I just received the latest issue 
of the California Chess Journal, 
and | think the publication is 
excellent. It does not need any 
slick cover. Just keep including 
the local tournament news, the 
interesting games, and keep 
printing it in large type. 

I am very impressed with the 
work that Tom Dorsch and 
Carolyn Withgitt are doing, along 


Dear Editor: 

Is this the same Frisco Del 
Rosario, my old friend, whom I 
once swindled by putting an extra 
queen on the board when you 
weren t looking? 

The California Chess Journal is 
an outstanding production. | 
really like the magazine layout, 
and especially the coverage of 
scholastic chess since I am work- 


eration of chess in the schoolsall | | 
over the country, and the tremen: | : 
dously good effect it can have in 
the lives of students. | 
Michael A. Padovani || 
| 
| 






Solution 
Mate in seven by Begley (page 24] 
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The California Chess Journal is published six 






times yearly by CalChess, the Northern California 
affiliate of the United States Chess Federation. A 
CalChess membership costs $15 for one year, $28 
for two years, $41 for three years, and includes a 
subscription to the California Chess Journal plus 
discounted entry fees into participating CalChess 
tournaments. Scholastic memberships for students 
under 18 are $13 per year. Family memberships, 
which include just one magazine subscription, are 













$17 per year. Non-residents may subscribe to the 






California Chess Journal for the same rates, but re- 






ceive non-voting membership status. Subscriptions, 
membership information, and related correspon- 
dence should be addressed to Frisco Del Rosario 


at 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402. 
The California Chess Journal gladly accepts sub- 







missions pertaining to chess, especially chess in 
Northern California. Articles should be submitted in 
electronic form, preferably in text format. Digital 







photographs are preferred also. We work on a 






Macintosh, but articles and photographs created in 






lesser operating environments will be accepted at 
126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414, 
or cattekin@best.com. All submissions subject to ed- 
iting, but we follow the unwritten rule of chess jour- 
nalism that editors shouldn’t mess with technical an- 
notations by stronger players. 










The deadline for submissions for the September/ 
October issue is August 1. That’s my birthday, so | 
know you'll try really hard to make me happy. 
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CalChess Patron Program 


Recent financial problems at the USCF have impacted a variety of 
programs, including those which formerly provided some funding to 
state organizations. Traditionally, the USCF returned $1 of each adult 


membership and 50.cents of each youth membership to the state 


[ 


organization under its State Affiliate Support Porgram, but SASP was | . 


eliminated last year. 


This resulted in a $2,000 shortfall to the CalChess budget — its | 
primary expense is production and mailing of the California Chess 


Members of CalChess or interested parties who wish to support the | 


Journal, which has been expanded from four to six issues per year. | | 
quality and growth of chess as worthwhile activity in Northern Califor | | 


nia are encouraged to participate. Please send contributions to 
CalChess, 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402. 
Gold Patrons ($100 or more) 


Mike Goodall Paul McGinnis 

Fred Leffingwell Melvin Chernev 

Jim Eade Michael A. Padovani 
Dr. Alan Kirshner Curtis Munson 
Richard Koepcke Allan Fifield 

Tom Dorsch Peter Dahl 

Tom Maser Ed Bogas 


Other Patrons 
Dr. Don Lieberman 
Robert Raingruber 


George Koltanowski Memoriam 
Mark Pinto 
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— It’s Akopian Again at San Joaquin 
County Championship 


1X John Barnard 3 ast Dwight Williams. High school 
2X  HaryantoDaud 2.5 student Michael Edes of 
1A DianeBarnard 4 Porterville won this prize. Edes 
9-3A_ Keith Yost 3 also won $50 for being the top 
Warren Williamson finisher under 16 years of age in 
1-3B Andy Milburn 3 the Reserve section, contributed 
Stephen Ho by Know Chess!, which teaches 
Terry Nunez chess in Bay Area schools. 
Reserve ’ 
| |i Jack Backes 4.5 White: Diane Barnard (1885) 
2 Michael Hubble 4 Black: Alex Setzepfandt (1937) 
1D Brian Dole 4 Bogo-Indian Defense 
2-3D Peter Klein 3.5 Notes by Diane Barnard = ee e 
Michael Edes | : 
| 11-2E Larry Beavers 3 1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 Bb4 4. Diane Barnard of Copperopolis finished 
| Tyler Barnard Bd2 Qe7 5. g3 Nc6 6. Bg2 Bd2 7. __ tied for second overall in the 2001 San 
| Bi acon Suckstorif 2.5 Nbd2 0-0 8. 0-0 d6 9. a3 Joaquin County Championship. She is num- 

























1st Annual San Joaquin County 
Chess Championship 


May 19-20, 2001 
Open 

Artak Akopian 4.5 

Riley Hughes 4 


Steven Galbreith 
A 





from Fresno Chess Club president 
Andy Swanson and site coordina- 
tor Dr. Timothy Roth. 

An anonymous donation of 
$40 was given to the “best draw” 
in memory of local chess enthusi- 


It is vital to occupy more of 
the center by 9. e4, and then 9...e5 





ber four among Northern California 
women on the USCF’s June 2001 rating 





|UNR Jerry Rude 





10. d5 is a little better for White. supplement. Photo by Fifield 


10. e5 10. d5 Nb8 11. b4 a5 
White’s omission of e4 enables 
Black to play it here himself, 


followed by ...Nbd7 and ...Ne5 
with a good game. 


12. Qb3 Nbd7 13. Rfcl b6 14. 
Ng5 ab4 15. ab4 Ral 16. Ral 
Ng4 17. Nge4 f5 18. Nc3 g5 19. 
Nb5 Ndf6 20. h3 Nh6 21. Ra7 
Ne&8 22. Ra8 Bd7 23. Qa4 Nf7 
24. Qa6 h5 

White’s queenside attack has 
broken through first, but there 
aren’t enough pieces involved to 


_ Jezowski & Markel Concrete of make any serious threats, and 
Merced contributed to the upset White will soon rush back to the 


fund. kingside to deal with Black's 
Senior-level tournament expansion. 

director Allan Fifield and local 25. Ra7 Bb5 26. Qb5 Nh6é 

(ournament director Bonnie Yost This might be a sacrifice or an 
directed 44 players In two sec- oversight, but in either case, the 
tons, and paid more than $1,900 —_gisappearance of the b6-pawn 30. Qb5 Nf5 31. Kh2 Nh4 32. 
prizes after receiving donations makes White’s cS advance much Bh1 

easier to achieve. 


National master Artak 
Akopian, who evidently will rule 
Central California chess until he 
moves to a bigger pond, won the 
21st San Joaquin County Chess 
Championship held May 19-20 in 
fresno with a 4%-% score. 

Akopian faced four A players 
and one expert on the way to the 
title. The only other master in the 
, fied withdrew after losing in the 

first round to 1937-rated Alex 
' Setzepfandt. Setzepfandt earned a 
$20 upset prize for that, and so 
did 622-rated Jason Suckstorff, 
who defeated a 1232 player. 





27. Qb6 f4 28. gf4 gf4 29. <5 
Qg7 

A critical moment. First Black 
is threatening to win a rook by 
cb6, and he also plans to double 
heavy pieces on the g-file follow- 
ing ...Kh8. 


— 
— 
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Mins National K3 Under 800 Title 


in City Attracts 20 CalChess Kids 






poe ents au scoring a 
perfect 7-0 and winning the 
national title ahead of 468 others 
in the K-3 Under 800 division. Hsu 
belongs to the chess club at 
South School, which is directed by 
local chess teacher Steve Cohen, 
and he takes private lessons at the 
Burlingame Chess Club. Robert’s 
sister Christina helped South 
School place 56th in the team 
category. 

Two of Northern California’s 
reigning state scholastic champi- 
ons made the trek to the midwest. 
Sixth-grader Alexander 
Setzepfandt finished 18th among 





aretetete” 
tistelet> 
“acatete’ 
oatetetet eee, 


ober Hsu, right, and international master 

Josh Waitzkin, the subject of the best chess 

movie ever, Searching for Bobby Fischer. 
Photo by Lisa Hsu 


261 players in the K6 Open divi- 
sion, and third-grade representa- 
tive Steven Zierk placed 8th out of 
268 K3 Open contestants. 

The Bellarmine College Prepa- 
ratory School in San Jose sent a 
nine-player team led by Benjamin 
Kavanaugh. The Bells finished 
23rd among 57 teams in the K12 
Open division. 

The event was conducted by 
the Kansas City Regional Chess 
Council and the United States 
Chess Federation. 


White: Graham Gibson (749) 
Black: Robert Hsu (797) 
Four Knights Game 

Notes by Robert Hsu 


1. e4 


Graham Gibson’s ratings rose 
more than 250 points between the 
April and June rating supple- 
ments. 


1...e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Nc3 Ncé6 4. 
d3 


A very quiet move, but would 
be OK if White had not already 
played Nc3, because he could then 
meet ...d5 by Nbd2. 


4...d5 5. g3 
Black could now disrupt 
White’s development by 5...de4 


and ...Qd1, but instead develops 
with a threat. 


5...Bb4 6. Bd2 Bg4 7. Bg2 0-0 8. 
0-0 Nd4 
Black could win a pawn by 


8...Bc3 9. Bc3 de4 10. de4 Qd]l1 11. 
Rad1 Ne4. 


9. Qcl Nf3 10. Bf3 
If White keeps his light- 
squared bishop by 10. Khl1, then 


Black wins another knight by 
10...Nd2 11. Qd2 d4. 


.argest Tournament Ever 


10...BfF3 11. Nd5 Bd2 12. Qq) 
Nd5 13. Qa5 c6 

The most direct way is | 
13...Qd7, 14...Qh3 and 15...Q3)| 
mate. | 
14. Qc5 Nf6 15. Qe5 Qd7 16, 
Qf4 Qg4 17. Qg4 Bg4 18. e5 


Nd5 19. c4 Bh3 20. Rfel Nb4 _ 


Threatening knight forks op | 
c2 and d3. | 
21. Recl Nd3 22. Rdl Ne5 23, 
c5 Nf3 24. Kh1 Rfe8 25. b4 Re) 
26. Rd6 Rf2 27. Rad! 


Menacing mate in two, but 
Black’s mate comes first. 


27... Bg2 mate 


lo yged] 
UX 
. Y 


White: Joshua Weinstein (163]) 
Black: Michael Pearson (1963) 
French Defense 

Notes by Michael Pearson 


1. e4 


At 1631, Weinstein is under | 
rated. He seems to be one of those 
scholastic players who only plays | 


in big scholastic events, so his 
rating doesn’t get a chance to 
keep up with his improvement. 


1...e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bg) | 


Be7 5. e5 Nfd7 6. Be7 


cert ic mn lence SRD a 
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d? 


It has been a while since I’ve 
looked at 6. h4!?, the Albin- 
chatard-Alekhine Attack. 


6,.Qe7 7. Bd3 
A strange move in comparison 


io the bolstering 7. f4 or the 
attacking 7. Qg4 and 7. Nb5S. 


7,,.a6 

Maybe Black should sacrifice 
the exchange by 7...c5 8. Nb5 0-0 
9. Nc7 Ne5 10. Bh7 Kh7 11. Qh5 
Kg8 12. QeS Nc6 13. Qg3 e5 14. 
Na8, with a central initiative. 


8, Nge2 


Another odd move. If White is 
just trying to keep out of the f- 


- pawn’s way, then better must be 





9s {4 and 9. Nf3. 
8.65 9. dcS5 Ne5 


Pata 


Wis 
‘ Fu 
ae 





~~ 10.Na4 


Another possibility is 10. b4 


a5 11.a3 b6 12. Na4 ab4 13. ab4 


becS 14. Nc5 (Black will lose the 
castling privilege on 14. Nb6 Ral 
15.Qal Qc7 16. Nc8 Nd3 17. cd3 


' Qc8 18. Qg7) Ral 15. Qal Nbc6 





eT 


hose { 


lays 


we 


t. 
Bg) 


ai 


16. Qa3 0-0 17. 0-0 Nd3 18. Nd3 


5, and Black’s center push gives 


him a slight advantage. 
10..Nbd7 11. b4 


The position has taken on the 
quality of a Semi-Slav Noteboom 
Inreverse — 1.d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. 
Ne3 c6 4. Nf3 dc4 — where the 
player with the central majority 
must be patient in defending 
against the fierce queenside 
activity before setting the center 
pawns in motion. 





Michael Pearson, 13, is the 15th-ranked player in the country in his age group. The Borel 
Middle School (San Mateo) graduate won the Under 2000 prize at the North American 


Open in December. 


Photo by Shorman 





11...0-0 


11...a5 doesn’t clarify the 
queenside matters: 12. a3 b6 13. 
Bb5 0-0 14. c6 (14. Nb6 Nb6 15. 
cb6 ab4 16. a4 Qc5 17. Qd4 is 
good for White) Nb8 15. Nb6 Ra7 
16. Nd4 ab4 17. a4 Qc5 18. Nc8. 
12. 0-0 a5 

Again, meeting White head- 
long on the queenside is probably 
the wrong type of thing. Perhaps 
Black should play in the center by 
12...Nd3 13. cd3 Ne5 14. Nb6 Rb8 
15. d4 Nc6 16. Qd2 Rd8 17. a4 e5. 
13. a3 b6 14. Nb6 Nb6 15. cb6 
ab4 16. ab4 Rb8 17. Ng3 Nd3 
18. Qd3 Rb6 19. c3 Bd7 20. Rfel 
Qd6 21. Nh5 f6 22. Ra7 g6é 23. 
Nf4 Rf7 24. Qg3 e5 25. Nd3 Bb5 
26. Ra8 Rb8 27. Real Bc6 28. 
R8a6 Re7 29. Nc5 Ree8 30. h4 
Ra8 31. h5 g5 32. Qg4 

White has managed to find the 
holes in Black’s position, and 
Black, in time pressure, drifts 
toward a lost game. 


32...Red8 33. Ra8 Ba8 34. Qe6 


Qe6 35. Ne6 Rc8 36. b5 Kf7 37. 
Raé d4 38. cd4 Bd5 39. Nc5 ed4 


40. Ra7 Kg8 41. Nd7 Bf7 42. h6 
d3 43. Nf6 Kf8 44. Nh7 Resigns 


Northern California Players 
at 2001 SuperNationals Il 


K12 Open Division (371 players) 
77. Matthew Truong 5 
191. Christopher Kimma 
222. Benjamin Kavanaugh 
233. Phillip Keith 
. Phillippe Alepin 
. Andrew Cihonski 
. John Kniespeck 
. Raymond Canivel 
340. Cal Pierog 
K8 Open (363 players) 
27. Michael Pearson 
K8 Under 1000 (423 players) 
61. Elisha Garg 
96. David Chock 
K8 Under 750 (357 players) 
15. Julianne Freeman 
207. Sally Freeman 
K6 Open (261 players) 
18. Alexander Setzepfandt 
K6 Under 900 (627 players) 
25. Aaron Garg 
134. Ali Hashemian 
K5 Open (386 players) 
92. Edward Chien 
96. Kimberly Anonuevo 
K3 Open (268 players) 
8. Steven Zierk 
K3 U800 (469 players) 
1. Robert Hsu 


436. Christina Hsu 
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Five-Way Tie for First at Mechanics 
Institute Lovegrove Senior Open 


Walter Lovegrove Senior Open 
April 28-29, 2001 
1-5 Walter Shipman 3-1 
David Blohm 
Keith Vickers 


$80 


Agnis Kaugars 
Larry Snyder 


1 1-4B John Lai 
Peter McKone 
Arthur Dembling 
Will Pouchak 
Hans Poschmann 
Ake Gullmes 


Da? $13 


1S=2.5 $55 


International master Walter 
Shipman joined four others ina 
tie for first place at the Walter 
Lovegrove Senior Open held April 
28-29 in San Francisco. Also 
scoring 3-1 and earning $80 in 
prize money were masters David 
Blohm, Keith Vickers, and Agnis 
Kaugars, and expert Larry Snyder. 

John Lai, Peter McKone, Arthur 
Dembling, Will Pouchak, and Hans 
Poschmann shared the B prize 
with 2-2 scores. Each earned $13. 

Ake Gullmes won the C prize 
outright with 1/%-2%. He took 
home $55. 








18. Qc2 Nf4 


7 


W. Y 


Ys 
ZY 





19. e5 Ne2 20. Qe2 fe5 21. de5 
0-0 22. ed6é Bf3 23. gf3 Rae8 24. 
Qd3 Nc4 25. Bc3 Re6 26. Rad! 
Rg6 27. Kh2 Rf4 28. Qg6 Rh4 
29. Kg1 hg6 30. Rd4 Rd4 31. 
Resigns 


White: Agnis Kaugars (2125) 
Black: Eugene Levin (2200) 
Petroff Defense 

Notes by NM Agnis Kaugars 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Ne5 dé 4. 
Nf3 Ne4 5. d4 d5 6. Bd3 Nc6 7. 
0-0 Be7 8. c4 Nb4 9. Be2 dc4 10. 
Bc4 0-0 11. Nc3 Nd6 12. Be2 

12. Bb3 Bf6 13. NeS5 showed a 
small advantage for White in A. 
Sokolov-Agzamov, USSR Ch 1985. 
12... BF5 13. BF4 

The position is equal. Also 
even is 13. a3 Nc6 (not 13...Na6 
14. Rel with a plus, or 13...Nc2? 
14. Ra2, and Black's knight is 
trapped) 14. dS Nb8, but White is 
again favored on 14...Na5 15. Qa4. 
13...g5?! 14. Bg3 


White is also a bit better after 
14. a3 Nc6 (14...gf4 15. ab4 Re8 
16. Qd2 Bg5 17. Rfel +=) 15. Be3. 


14...Ne4 


California Chess Journal 





15. a3 


15. Be5 aims at the hole in 
Black's position, and then 15..f¢ / 
16. Qb3 Kh8 17. Ne4 Be4 18. Ngs | 
Bg2 19. Kg2 feS 20. Ne6 is good | 
for White (so is 20. Nf7 Rf7 21. | 
Qf7 Qg8 22. Qg8 Rg8 23. Khl 
ed4), but Black is OK after 15...c6 
16. Qb3 Be6 17. Bc4 Bc4 18. Qc4 
Nc3 19. bc3 b5 20. Qb3 NdS. 


15...Nc2!? | 
15...Ng3 16. hg3 NdS=. 
16. Ne4 Be4? | 


This loses. The interesting | 
lines follow 16...Nal 17. Bd3 g4_ 
18. NeS Qd4 19. Ng4 and then: | 

A) 19... Bg4 leads to long and | 
nearly forced variations: 20. Q¢4 
Kh8 21. Qe2 Rae8 (21...Nb3 22. 
Nc5 Bd6 23. Nb3+-) 22. Qe3 (also | 
22. Ral f5 23. Nc3 f4 24. Nb5 Qd7 
25. Bf4 Rf4 26. Nc7 Qc7 27. Qh5 
Bc5 28. Qe8 Rf8+=) and now: 

Al) 22...Qe3 23. fe3 Nb3 24. 
BeS Kg8 25. Rf3 £6 26. Bf6 Nad 2/. 
Rg3 Kf7 28. Rg7 Ke6 29. Bc3 Rd8 | 
30. Be2 Nc6 31. Bc4 Kd7 32. Nod 
Kc8 (32...Ke8 33. Be2+=) 33. Beb 
Kb8 34. Nd7+=), or 

A2) 22...Qg7 23. Ral f5 24. 
Nc3 Bg5 25. Qa7 f4 26. Bf4 is | 
roughly equal; | 

B) 19...Be4 20. BeS Qb6 21. 
Be4 Nb3 (21...Rfd8 22. Qal+-) 22. 


Continued on Page 2’ 
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Mechanics Institute April-May 
Tuesday Night Marathon 
April 10-May 29, 2001 
1-2 MichaelAigner 6.5 $250 
Steven Gaffagan 
Victor Ossipov 6 
Mario Sumatra 
| Max Wilkerson 5 
| Monty Peckham 5.5 
| Will Gullickson 4.5 
| Nicolas Yap Sa 
Clifton Rhodes 
Gilbert Yap 
Matt Gianni 


$145 


$135 
$45 
$55 
$30 





National master Michael 
fg / Aigner and expert Steven 
_ Gaffagan both scored 6%,-2Y to 
d | share top honors at the Mechanics 
Institute Tuesday Night Marathon 
held April 10-May 29 in San 





= Sequoia Chess Championship 
| Redwood City « July 14-15, 2001 


| Four rated games for only $30!!! 













Francisco. John Donaldson di- 
rected 57 players in the Swiss 
System event. 


White: Michael Aigner (2203) 
Black: Victor Ossipov (2121) 
Closed Sicilian 

Notes by NM Michael Aigner 


1. f4 


This was a seventh-round 
game in a nine-round event. I was 
tied for third place, and playing 
one of those ahead of me. Obvi- 
ously, as White, I was obligated to 
play for a win. 


1...d6 2. Nf3 c5 3. e4 Nc6 4. Nc3 
g6 5. d3 Bg7 


Despite the fancy move order, 
this game is now squarely within 


Prizes: $$1400 based on 70 full entries. 


closed Sicilian theory. : 
nuance is that White h 
determined which vari ‘G: ee 
follow with his early:£z 


6. g3 Bg4?! : 
This is a new ie 


here. 
7. h3 Bf3 


If Black retreats the bishop, 
then he simply loses a tempo 
since 7. h3 is a useful move for 
White in this opening. The conse- 
quence of the text is that White 
obtains the bishop pair and, as 
seen in this game, can dominate 
the light squares. 


Championship: 1900+ only. $230-150-80, U2100 $145-80. 


* | | Reserve: (1500-1899 only) U1900. $175-105-55, U1700 $125-75. 
nd | Booster: U1500/UNR. $80-60-40. 

g4 | Registration: 8:30-9:30 Saturday 

: Rounds: 10:00-3:30, 10:00-3:30 

« Time Control:4 round SS, 30/90, SD/60 


5 | Entry Fee: $30, All $5 more at site. 
( | Location:Sequoia Yacht Club, 455 Seaport Court, Redwood City 
4, | | Directions at http://www.sequoiayc.org/directions.html 





. For further information, call 408-794-2250, or email tommina @ earthlink.net. 
— } Sequoia Chess Championship 
6 | | Name Email 
Address City 
Phone USCF # Rating Exp 
Section? Championship (1900+) Reserve (1500-1899) Booster (Under 1500) 
22. Enclose a check for the correct amount payable to Tom Reale, and mail to 195 Farley Street, Mountain View, CA 
en | 24043. 
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Selected Games from Mechanics | 
Institute Tuesday Night Marathon | 


8. Qf3 Nd4 9. Qf2 


The obvious alternative 9. Qd]l 
is also playable. The text antici- 
pates batteries on both the f-file 
and the gl-a7 diagonal. 


9...e6 


The critical move is 9...Qa5! 
with the likely continuation 10. 
Bg2 Nb3 11. cb3 Bc3 12. Bd2 Bd2 
13. Qd2 Qd2 14. Kd2, when White 
has to hope that he can outplay 
his opponent in an even endgame. 


10. Bg2 Rb8 11. O-O Ne7 12. 
Nd1! 


The closed Sicilian is one of 
the few openings where develop- 
ing your knight to the back rank 
is encouraged. The point is that 
White evicts the black knight 
from d4 on the next move. 


12...b5? 


As a friend used to say: 
“castle now and philosophize 
later.” White obtains a serious 
initiative against the uncastled 
Black monarch. 


13. c3 Ndc6 14. f5! 


The theory of the closed 
Sicilian OSs two 2 


the unfortunate consequence of 
loosening White’s control of the 
dark squares, especially the d4 
Square itself. With White’s king 
exposed, it is best to keep the 
center closed as long as possible. 
19...Qe7 20. Rel Qc7 21. Bd5 
Nf7 22. Bf4 Kh7 

Black tries to wiggle out of the 
pins, but there's nowhere to run. 
23. g4! g5 

Black might have wanted to 
play 23...Ne5, but 24. Qh4 forces 
checkmate. He can still try 23... 
Bh6 24. Bh6 Nh6 25. Re6 Rbe8 26. 
Rael, but White's pieces rule the 
board. The text further weakens 
the light squares around Black's 
king. 

24. Bg3 Kh8 25. Re6 Ne5 26. 
Qf5 Rfe8? 27. Be5! 

The final blow. White threat- 
ens to play Qg6 followed by QhS, 
winning at least a piece. 
27...de5 

No better are 27...Re6 28. Be6 
deS 29. Qg6 or 27...fe5 28. Re8 
Re8 29. Qg5. 


28. Re8& Re& 29. Qg6 Resigns 


Jack Regan (1569) 

James Cohee (1721) 

Pirc Defense 

1. e4 dé 2. d4 Nf6 3. Nc3 g6 4. 
f4 Bg7 5. Nf3 c5 6. e5 Nfd7 7. 


Bc4 Nb6 8. Bb5 Bd7 9. e6 feé 10. 


Ng5 cd4 11. Neé Resigns 


White: David Blohm (2229) 
Black: Michael Aigner (2203) 
French Defense 

Notes by NM Michael Aigner 


1. e4 e6 2. d4 g6?! 


Black chooses a creative open- 
ing in order to escape his 


} 
i 


opponent's book knowledge, }y; | 
this involves considerable risk | 
3. Nf3 Bg7 4. Be2 Ne7 5. Nc3 ds 
6. BfF4! O-O 7. Qd2 Re8 











8. Rd1? | 
After 8. O-O-O and 9. h4, 
White has a strong attack anda 
clear advantage. 
8...b6 9. O-O Bb7 10. e5 Bab | 
Instead, Black now nearly 
equalizes in a comfortable ad- 
vanced French position. 
11. Baé Na6 12. Bh6 Bh6 13. 
Qh6 Nf5 14. Qf4 c5 15. Ne2 Qe’ | | 
16. Rd2 Rac8 17. c3 cd4 18. cdé | 
Rc4 19. Rcl Rec8 | 
Better is simply 19...Rcl 20. | 
Nel Rc8. | 
20. Rc3 b5 21.a3 b4 22. ab4 | 
Nb4 23. h4 R8c7 24. h5 Qf8! 25, | 
g4 Ng7 26. hg6 fg6 27. Qf8?_— | 
The ensuing endgame is | 
Slightly better for Black, so White | 
must consider complicating , 
matters with 27. Qh6. | 


27...Kf8 28. Rc4 Rc4 29, Ng5 hé | 


30. Nh7 Kf7 31. Nf6 Rc2!? 32. | 
Rc2 Nc2 33. Nd7? Ne8? 

Missing 33...h5!, which forces | 
34. ghS and the surrender of the 
critical f5-square since 34. f3 Nel 
nets a pawn. Black is still close t0 
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winning after the text. 


34, Nb8 Nc7 35. Nc6 Nb5 36. 

32 Ke8! 37. Kf2 Kd7 38. Na5 
Ncd4 39. Nf4 g5 40. Nh5 Kc7 

| 4l, Nf6 

White senses that it is time for 

- desperate measures. 

- | Al.Kb6 42. b4 Na3 43. Ng8 

" Nae2 44. Nh6 Nb4 45. f4 Ka5 


The obvious 45...gf4 wins 

) more easily. 

46, fg5 Ndc6 47. g6 Ne7 48. g7 
Nd3 49. Kg3 Ne5 50. g8Q Ng8 
51.Ng8 Kb5 52. g5 a5 53. Ne7 
0454. Kf4 Ng6 55. Ng6 a3 56. 
Ke5 a2 57. Ke6 d4 58. Ne5 alQ 
59. g6 Qa2 60. Kf6 Qg8 61. 
Resigns 


~~ 


——— 


a 


White: Randy Feliciano (1774) 

Black: Nicolas Yap (1397) 
’ Scotch Gambit 
1,e4e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 ed4 4. 
Bcd Be7 5. c3 dc3 6. Qd5 dé 

The miraculous 6...Nh6 7. Bh6 

)-0 8. Bcl Nb4 9. Qdl1 c2 is nota 
surprise to players of the Scotch 
and Goring gambits. 





SS 
— a 


———— 


o> 


\| -f WAS eae ne 
wD WITH 
FiRsT ROv sie ae 


MasTeR, 90 
THE WET AND FOUND A 


‘a | ont 2s. yt 
| QiNDERED AND 
4 | Losr MY @uced. 
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WHOLE BONCH we iS ARES. 


7. Qf7 Kd7 8. Be6 mate 


White: Guadalupe Sainz (1584) 
Black: David Steel (2059) 
Budapest Defense 

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e5 3. Bg5 ed4 4. 
Qd4 Nc6 5. Qdl Bc5 


a", am a 
nz LE “Ut RE R Ke 
y/o hi A 


6. Nf3 Bf2 


6...Ne4, threatening 7. Bf2 
mate and 7. Ng5, is more in the 
spirit of things, but Black has just 
a positional advantage after 7. Be3 
Be3 8. fe3, and no continuation 
stands out. 
7. Kf2 Ne4 8. Kg1 Ng5 9. h4 Nf3 





+. CROSS REFERENCED 
“THEM WITH A DATA- 
BASE AND FOOND THAT 
HE USED A LINE 


CONSIDERED INFERIER. 





Bd3, 9. Neer said 10. 0- 0. 


8...0-O 9. b3 e5 10. de5 de5 11. 
Qd8 Rd8 12. Nb5 

White starts falling behind in 
development. 
12...Nc6 13. Na7 Nd4 14. Nc8 
Nc8 15. Bd4 ed4 16. a4. d3 17. 
Kdl Ndé 18. f3 Nf5 19. Rb1 Bc3 
20. Resigns 


by Ed Bogas 


oe L arn 
“Tic RECOMMENDED 
LINGS AND RE 
PLANED “RIGHT WD WT 
On Move 1S 1 HAD 

& CLEAR PLUS? 


- = 
fy C & ei 





TL HATE CHESS. 








rerereteteletetetetetete 
treet et eet MMMM eee 








1 Jacob Hall 

2 Mahnoosh Moghadam 
3 Steven Chang 
Team St. Marks School 
4" Grade 

1 Tyrone Plata 

2 Aviv Alder 

3 Brian Tsai 

Team Argonaut School 
5" Grade 

1 Tyler Wilken 

2 Daichi Siegrist 

3 Sharon Tseung 
Team Argonaut School 
6" Grade 


1 Daniel Schwarz 
Z Drew Lawson 
3 Bennet Blazei 


Team St. Marks School 


By John P. McCumiskey 

The 2001 California State 
Grade Level Championship re- 
turned to Stockton on May 5' and 
6 with 234 players entered. North 
Stockton Rotary officials Dr. 
William McDonald Floyd Barnes 
organized the event, and Rotary 
members 99 Speedway, 
Weberstown Mall, Carr Electric, 
and A.G. Edwards and Sons spon- 
sored it. 

This was the ninth edition of 
the statewide event designed by 
Dr. Alan Kirshner using the USCF 
grade level approach. Prior to 
1993, the “states” of Northern 


el I A a a ae ail dcdcdc ee 
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: Benjamin Tejes 
Daniel Haynam 

Erin Harrington 

Team Luther Burbank High School 
10* Grade 

1 Robert Chan 






















2 Jerommel Hitura 

3 Jason Mar 

Team Edison High School 
11* Grade 

1 Anthony Nguyen 

2 Kris MacLennan 

3 Mario Ramos 

4 Peter Pascoal 


Team Luther Burbank High School 
12" Grade 

1 DeVaugan Jones 

2 Mahmoud Daher 

3 Ben Li Cai 

Team Franklin High School 


California and Southern Califor- 
nia, as divided by the USCF, held 
their own championship events. 
Now, the event alternates annually 
between North and South. 
Organization of the event ran 
into difficulties when the original 
tournament site withdrew its 
availability on April 5 in favor of 
another event. Rather than cancel 
the event, McDonald and Barnes 
secured Bear Creek High School 
for the tournament. Changing the 
playing site at such a late date 
made it virtually impossible to 
notify everyone who was coming 
about the new site. At the original 


) 


location, North Stockton Rotary | 
volunteers attempted to locate | 
and redirect players, parents, an 
coaches to the new site. The 
confusion delayed the start of th 
event, making for a long day on 
Saturday. Sunday went much 
smoother. 

During the event, Floyd 
Barnes, Dan Schroeder, and the 
Lincoln High School] Interact Ch} 
(an international service organiza. 
tion sponsored by the North | 
Stockton Rotary) provided snacks | 
between rounds for the players, 
On Sunday morning, the same 
group organized a pancake feed © 
for $3 a plate. | 

Tournament director John | 
McCumiskey headed the staff 
which included floor directors | 
Michael Aigner, Chuck Coleman, 
Cain Garrett, Ed Hirsch, and Dr, 

| 
: 





Kirshner. Steve Bickford did the 
pairings, assisted by Barnes and 
McDonald. 

Rotary member Tom Biglione | 
organized the volunteers for this 
years event. Without the help of 
the volunteers to take registra- 
tions, post signs, run results, and 
set up and tear down the site, | 
there wouldn’t be a tournament. 
This year’s Rotary volunteers | 


included: Tod Anton, John 
Bertilacchi, Maria Calzado, Andy 
Chesley, Dianne Correia, Dan | 
Durst, Debbie Garrett, Charlie | 
Hamilton, Mel Hansen, Jane | 
Kalfsbeek, Jeff Larson, Abraham | 
Mackey, Christine McBrian, Tom 
McDonald, Grace Ramirez, Sherie 
Reusche, Jim Ruggles, Dan | 
Schroeder, and Aaron Whitehead. | 
Jay Blembrought National 

Chess and Games to Stockton, and | 
provided sets for the tournament. | 





White: Benjamin Tejes (1434) 
Black: Franklin Ferrer (946) 
Nimzo-Indian Leningrad 
Notes by Benjamin Tejes 


} 
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am | |,.d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. 
ym | 6g5¢5 5. d5 h6 6. Bh4 d6 7. a3 


erie A wasted move, considering 
that Black intends to capture on 

ead. | (3 anyway, in the fight for control 
ofe4, and to weaken White’s 

, and | | Weenside. White falls a tempo 

rent. | tehind the oft-discussed line 7. e3 

be3 8. bc3 e5. 


1..Be3 8. be3 e5 9. e3 BF5 


However, this is not the best 
ise of Black’s time. 9...Nbd7 
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develops knights before bishops, 
and then a typical plan for Black 
is to gain space on the kingside 


with ...g5, ...Qe7, and ...e4, which 
provides a post on e5 for a knight 
where it pressures the weak c4- 
pawn. 


10. Qb3 b6 11. Nf3 


This knight typically goes to 
e2 in the Leningrad, because the f- 
pawn likes to be flexible. Some- 
times it goes to f3 to support an 
advance to e4 (and makes room 





for the bishop to retreat to f2), 
and sometimes to f4 to tackle 
Black’s center pawns headfirst. 


11...Nbd7 12. Nd2 g5 13. Bg3 
Nh5 14. e4 Bg6 15. Be2 Ng3 16. 
hg3 


UV ; 


I en TH 





16...Nf6 


The pawn structure indicates 
that Black’s play should be on the 
kingside, where the likeliest pawn 
break is ...f5-f4, but this move 
prevents that, and further takes a 
defender away from b6. 


17. f3 Qd7 18. a4 Kf8 19. a5 
ba5 


Black should prefer to keep 
his pawns intact. 19...Kg7 con- 
nects the rooks, and then White 
cannot win a pawn by 20. ab6 ab6 
21. Ra8 Ra8 22. Qb6, because of 
22...Ral 23. Bdl Qad4. 


20. Ra5 Kg7Z.21..Rb5 Rhd8 








: = he 5g LEY SP: Ne RAE 
pawn, but 36. fe5 de5 37. d6 
leaves White with a won position. 
36. fe5 de5 37. Rc7 Ne4 38. 
Bc2!? f5 


Better is 38...Ke8, heading 
over to blockade the passed pawn. 


39. Be4 fe4 40. Rc5 Bf5 
Better is 40...Kf7. 
41. d6 Kf7 42. Re5 Kf6 43. Rf5! 


Kf5 44. d7 e3 45. d8Q and 
White won. 


White: Manoosh Moghadam 
Black: Jacob Hall 

Four Knights Game 

Notes by NM Michael] Aigner 





* example of the value of the initia- 


tive in a chess game. 
4. Bc4 Bc5 5. O-O O-0 6. d3 dé 


Black to take back instead of 
maintaining symmetry. The trick 
now is that White seeks to obtain 
some advantage out of sucha 
capture. 


7. Bg5 Bg4 

Black doesn't have to mimic 
White's moves. In particular, 
7...n6 puts the question to the 
bishop. One exciting variation 
continues with 8. Bh4 g5?! 9. 
Ng5!? hg5 10. Bg5 Be6 (forced) 11. 
Nd5 Bd5 12. BdS Kg7. White has 
two very powerful bishops and a 
dangerous threat of Qf3, yet has 
given up material to achieve this. 
A more sane approach for Black is 
to follow 7...h6 with 8...Bg4 or 
8...Be6. 


8. Nd5 

Double attacking the f6- 
knight. 
8...Nd4 


Black responds by double 
attacking the f3-knight, but it is 
now White's move! 


9. Nf6 


9. Qd2 Qd7 10. Bf6 Bf3 11. Ne7 
Kh8 12. Bg7 Kg7 13. Qg5 Kh8 14. 
Qf6 mate! — Capablanca-Amateur, 
New York 1918. 


9...gf6 


The only legal move which 
doesn't instantly lose. Black's 
kingside is now shattered. 






creating a threat by attacking th, 
rook. The initiative — the ability 
to make threats — is something 
that should not be unestimated j, 
evaluating a position! Moreover 
controlling squares around the 
enemy king is always useful. A 
typical line now is 10. Bh6 Re§ ]] 
Kh1 Qd7 12. c3 Nf3 13. gf3 Bhs 
14. Rg] Bg6 15.d4 and White’s 
pieces are better placed to attack 
on the kingside and in the center 


10...Nf3 
Black has the initiative now! 


11. gf3 Bh3 12. Rel Be3 13. fe} 
f5! 


Using his initiative, Black 
strikes at the center and prepares 
a penetration with his queen into 
White’s kingside. 

14. Kf2 


White desires some 
counterplay along the g-file by 
moving the king. Perhaps 14. Khl 
should be considered, although 
Black still gets to have all the fun 


14...fe4 15. de4 Qh4 16. Ke2 


The only move, as 16. Kg1?? 
Qg5 17. Kf2 Qg2 is mate. 
16...Beé! 

When attacking, always create 
as many threats with each move 
as possible. Here Black threatens | 
the c4-bishop and the h2-pawn, | 
both with check. | 


17. Rg1 Kh8 18. Bd3? 


This loses a rook because 
White cuts off the king’s escape 
square. Best, but still unpleasant, ~ 
would be 18. Be6. | 


18...Qh2 19. Kel Qg1 20. Bf1 
Qe3 21. Be2 Rg8! 22. Qd2 Rg! 
mate 


SS, eee ca 


; 


| 
} 
| 
10. Be3 
More to the point is 10. Bh6l, || 
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yhite: Anna Hauswirth 

jack: Daniel Schwarz 

lapin Sicilian 

y | votes by NM Michael Aigner 


,e4 5 2. c3 g6 3.93 


The purpose of the c3 Sicilian 
h6!, | js to contro] the center with an 
+ the | aly d4, so either the immediate 
llity |3,d4 or the move 3. Nf3 to sup- 
ing | port a pawn on d4 is standard. 


ed in| 4, Bg7 4. Bg2 Nc6 5. Nf3 e6 6. 
Vel, | 9.0 Nge7 7. d3 


—— 


h . . 
; This completes a transposition 
08 1] 04 King's Indian Attack. 


hS |7,,0-O 8. Bg5 hé 9. Be3 b6 10. 

S| Nbd2 

tack | White's pawn structure and 

tet, | minor piece placement is classical 
for this opening. 


yw! | 10..Bb7 11. Nc4?! 


.fe3| Having completed her devel- 
ment, the time has come for 
White to strike at the center with 

nares | \],d4 cd4 12. Nd4 Nd4 13.Bd4. 


into | Il... d5 


Instead, Black strikes first, 
hereby gaining a tempo on the 
night and seizing the initiative. 

yy |1.ed5 ed5 13. Ned2 

Khl | 13, Na3 was necessary to 

gh | novide the e3 bishop with some 
ft. While knights on the rim are 
2 | gim, in this case the knight will 
12? | quickly return via c2. 


13.04! 14. cd4 cd4 


reate 
Ove 





15. BFA Nd 5! 


Here Black is presented with 
mMinteresting choice. 15...g5!? 
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Jeremy chow ef Las Lomitas School finished second in the isenacrens gaciion +-oF the 
2001 California State Grade Level Championship. Photo by Kirshner 





wins the bishop (observe how the 
knight on d2 cuts off its escape) 
but Black’s kingside quickly 
comes under fire. For example: 
15...g5 16. Ng5 hg5 17. Bg5 Qd7 
18. Rel Nd5 19. QhS. Now all of Na 
White’s pieces attack the black 
king. Perhaps Black can survive 
this, but instead Black chooses to 
obtain a simple positional advan- 
tage by destroying White's 
kingside pawn structure. 

16. Rel Nf4 17. gf4 Qd7?! 18. 
Nc4 


Black's last move allowed 
White to escape into an only, Hectator On as. 
slightly worse endgame aft a Lp: 

NeS NeS 19. feS Bg2 20. Kgi; E ace: 
18...Rfe8 19. Rcl Rel 20. Qel oe he fac ae 
Re8 21. Qd2 b5 pie ea fe) : 

Black creates a threat with 
every move, gradually improving 
his position before the knockout. 


22. Na5 Nad 23. Qa5 
CalChess on the Web | ee 


http://www.kirshnerisms.com/ 
CalChess/index. html 
CalChess E-Mail List 
E-mail calchess-members- GO. Gs £156 1g! 
subscribe@egroups.com 
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By Frisco Del Rosario 

Igor Garbouz won Quad no. 1 
at the Charlotte Wood Scholastic 
Quads held May 26 in Danville in 
an upset over top-seeded Daichi 
Siegrist. Dr. Dennis Alfaro, who 
runs the Charlotte Wood Middle 
School, directed 140 players in the 
event. 


White: Nazee Moghadam (1020) 
Black: Cassandra Lawson (1015)6 
Ruy Lopez 


1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 Nf6 
4.Nc3 

















Because Black didn’t play 
..Bb4 to pressure White’s knight, 

..d6 and ...Be7 to avoid a pin, 
she should try 5...h6, or 5...d6, 
anticipating 6. Bg5 Be6 7. Nd5 (7. 
d4 would be better) Bd5 8. ed5 a6 
9. dc6 ab5 10. cb7 Rb8, and Black 
is OK. 


6. Bg5 


With her bishop on b4, Black 
could now play the standard 
6...d6 7. 0-0 Bc3 leading to an 
even game. In this case, White’s 
positional threat of Nd5 is very 
ae and Black cannot even lose 


use there would follow 4. BCO 
d:8. Ne5, winning a pawn. 


4 
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Garbouz Heads First Group at | 
Charlotte Wood Scholastic Quads 





It is dangerous to play B-KN5 { 
before one’s opponent has castled | ¥ 
kingside because the kingside 
pawns can be advanced fearlessly, | 
P-KR3 will be the reply, then the 
bishop will either lose a move by 
retreat or exchange, after whicha 
kingside attack will begin with P- 
KN4. In this game, White’s | 
kingside initiative is coupled with ( 

a severe weakening of Black’s > 
castled position. a 


8. Nf6 gf6 9. Bh6 Re8 10. h3 Bhi | 
11. g4 Bg6 12. Qe2 Kh8 13. h4 
Qd7 14. h5 Qg4 15. hg6Qg6 

A most awkward square for 
the black queen, who has no 
mobility on the diagonals or the 
rank. White could threaten to trap ; 
the queen right away by 16. 0-0-0 | 
and 17. Rdg. 


16. Bd2 Rg8 17. 0-0-0 Nd4 18. 
Nd4 Bd4 19. Qf3 | 
A piece ahead, White does well | 


to force the exchange of Black's | 
last minor by 19. Be3. 


19...a6 20. Bc4 


Now Black should do what she 
can to disturb White’s queenside | 
peace with 20...b5. | 


20...Rad8 21. Rh6 Qg7 22. Rf6 


& 


| 
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- 623. RF7 Rgf8 
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| 24. ¢3 


| Black is sunk after the simpli- 
fying 24. Rg7 Rf3 25. Rdg] Rff8 
Q5...n5 26. Bg8) 26. Rb7. 


94,,.BF2 25. QF2 d5 26. ed5 Rf7 s gi eae 
| 17, Qb6 Rdf8 28. dc6 Rf6 29. Nazee Moghadam (right) won Quad #4 at ane Charlotte Wood Scholastic ae in 
 K2 be6 and White went on to 


| ae May. Her opponent is Robert Connick. This photo and on facing page by John Tu 
el} F 





Weibel Chess/Success Chess 


Summer Scholastic 
Quads 


Saturdays, July 21 and August 11, 2001 


Location: Weibel Elementary School Multipurpose Room 


45135 South Grimmer Blvd., Fremont CA 94539 
Time: 9 a.m. 


Entry fee: $15 by the Wednesday before each quai 


Info: Alan M. Kirshner, Ph.D., (510) 657-1586 
info@successchess.org 
Application: 


htto://www.kirshnerisms.com/SummerQuads01.htm 
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to Draw Easily-Divisible 






















| ie : Brian Chao 
Ramon Qiu 28-52 Ryan Leung 2 
Aviv Adler Ryan Castillo 


— 




















Nazee Moghadam Taylor Holland | 
Vinzent Davies Maximillian Santana ( |3 
Daniel Benjamin Mary Fatima Uribe wi 
Kevin Liu Sean Haufler | | 
omas Fuentes-Afflick Govind Ramnarayan | 
oel Benjamin Archit Shet-Shah 
© Jonathan Ting Serena Banh | 
Andrea Wang Stephen Tse (| 
a Carlos Alamo Alexander Yip |) 
Charles Fang Rohan Sathe 
Tommy Liu Akash Pandey | 
Devin Abbott Paul Carlisle | 
x Ui, Daniel Wong Thomas Magpiong | 
UY Ce p= Vir Choksi Alok Pandey 
Z it a Jonathan Huang Jonathan Barclay | 
gut Ariel Tsang Ferdinand Uribe | 
"ie Abraham Jurado Aaron Wilkowski 
2 Austin Mohle Robert Richard III 
22-27 Brian Lin 2.5 William Cheung |, 
Jake Magner Ahmad Moghadam | |2 
Michael Shimono Edward Chien 13 
Craig Wilmer Alex Atmore | 
Arthur Chen Rachel Connick 


9. Nf6é 


In a 1918 exhibition game, 
soon-to-be world champion 
Capablanca won a nice miniature 
with 9. Qd2 Qd7 10. Bf6 Bf3 11. 
Ne7 — which cannot be mimicked! 
— Kh8 12. Bg7 Kg7 13. Qg5 Kh8 
14. Qf6 mate. 


9...gf6 10. Bh6 Nf3 11. gf3 Bh3 

12. Rel Re8 13. f4 f5 14. Qh5 
This double threat should not 

be copied. 

14...ef4 15. Qf7 Kh8 16. Qg7 

mate 


At right, Brian Chao proclaims that he is 
Number One in Quad #8 at the Charlotte 
Wood Scholastic Quads. 

Photo by Kirshner 


Seas: oe aes BR BBE IRR matieaeg Te 
a Eee ll = 
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Dzindzichashvili Wins Adult Legs of 


WOLC California Game/1 
Championship 
April 21, 2001 

Roman Dzindzichashvili 
Ryan Porter 

Ben Haun 

Walter Browne 

Vladimir Mezentsev 


UPSCL Scholastic G/20 
Championship 

Alex Setzepfandt 

Nicolas Yap 


Joe Wu 

Liyao Mao 
Robert Hsu 
Victor Labrouse 
Gabe Ewing 
Douglas Bell 
Jacob Siebert 


WBCA Blitz Tournament 
Roman Dzindzichashvili 
Ryan Porter 

Walter Browne 


The World Organization of 
' lightning Chess, the Unofficial 
Peninsula Scholastic Chess 
| league, and the World Blitz Chess 
Association conducted a trio of 
chess events on April 21 in San 
Mateo. 
| Grandmaster Roman 
Dzaindzichashvili won the 2nd 
 Qlifornia Game-in-One-Minute 
; | Championship, scoring 13%-1% in 
|) thefive-round, three-games-per- 
| fund Swiss System. 
| ' Diindzichashvili headed a field 
| that included six-time U.S. cham- 
@ | Pon Walter Browne and interna- 
© | tional master Vladimir Mezentsev, 
who won the first two U.S. Light- 
| ing Chess Championships, FM 
4 ' kyan Porter, and Internet scholas- 
| speed demon Ben Haun. 
Dzindzichashvili also won the 
ther “adult” segment of the 
i | inpleheader, finishing ahead of 
= | 


0 y/August 2001 














~ WOLC/U PSCL/WBCA Tripleheader 





The cmiae guns on the Internet: Grandinoster Roman Bea aseetiell —— ar of the 
top two or three blitz players at the Internet Chess Club. Ben Haun’s ICC bullet rating is 


about 3,000 points higher than his USCF rating. 


Photo by Cohen 





Browne and Porter in the WBCA 


blitz tournament. Dzindzi earned 
$150, Porter $75. Drake Wang won 


the Top Junior trophy. Alex 
Setzepfandt, Jeremy Fremlin, and 
Pierre Vachon won class prizes. 

Setzepfandt won the UPSCL 
Game/20 Scholastic Champion- 
ship with a 4-0 score. 


White: Pierre Vachon 

Black: Walter Browne 

Alapin Sicilian 

Notes by Steve Cohen 

1. e4 ¢5 2. c3 d5 3. ed5 Qd5 4. 


d4 cd4 5. cd4 Nf6 6. Nc3 Qd8 7. 


Nf3 e6 8. Be3 Be7 9. Be2 Nc6 
10. 0-0 0-0 11. h3 Nb4 

Seeking to establish a knight 
on the support point at d5, but 
later exchanging the knight to 
gain the bishop pair. 


12. a3 Nbd5 13. Nd5 Nd5 14. 
Rcl b6 15. Qd2 Bb7 16. Ne5 


Ne3 17. fe3 Bd6é 18. Nc4 Bc7 19. 


Bf3 Bf3 20. Rf3 Qd5 21. Qd3 
Rad8 


The pressure on d4 mounts. 


22. Rdl e5 23. e4 


Counterattacking, but this 
costs White an important pawn, 
leaving the first player with 
material and positional minuses. 


23...Qd4 24. Qd4 Rd4 25. Rd4 
ed4 26. Rd3 Rd8 





27. e5 Kf8 28. a4 Ke7 29. Kf2 
Ke6 

By activating his king first in 
the ending, Black wins another 
pawn. 


30. Kf3 Be5 
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: aun Ahead of Browne, ° 
l ightning Tournament 


5 a6. hg6 hg6 47. gf5 gf5 24. Nd4 Bd5 25. Bd5 Rd5 26, «| 
Rd7 27. Re2?! Bd4 28. KI Ree 
f4 . Nfl Bb4 52. Ke4 e253. 29. Rd4 Re7 30. KF2 Kf731, 2 
3(Q) 54.Ng3 Kg3 55.Kb5  Red2. a6 32. a3 Rc6 33. Rdb Ry | 








Kb4 Ke5 57.Kb5Kd5 34. Rd6 Re7 35. Rd2 Keb 36, | © 
. Kb4 Qb2 59. Ka5 Kc5 60. Rd3 Ke7 37. Kf3 | ji 
Un 
F 
on Haun | (3 
fadimir Mezentsev | wi 
Kann Defense 
: 46 2. Nc3 g6 3. d3 Bg7 4. Ay, | St 
es Se ecleae wee conc oy te Gr a (0 


a6 36. h5 bS 37. ab5 abs 38. Be3 d5 8. ed5 cd5 9. d4 Nbcé_ Ui: Ae, ate! i 


Na3 Rc5!? 10. Qd2 Re8 11. Bh6 Bh8 12. 2 nat aE 


Goading his opponent into the ggs 6 13. Be3 Nf5 14. Rfel Bg7 


d,s alt | 





following. 
15. Rad1 Ne3 16. fe3 e5 
39. b4 Rc3! 40. Rc3 dce3 41. Ke2 naira on | : 
Bdé6é 42. Nb5 Bb4 ie 
Lae ae 17. de5 Ne5 18. Qd5 Qd5 19. bi 
coli aay eee anit la Rd5 Beé 20. Rddi Nf3 21. BFS 37...Rd7? | 
play. Rab8 22. b3 £5 23. Ne2 Rbd8 i 


43. Kd3 Ke5 44. Nc7 BaS5 45. Continued on Page 1! ¢ 


Chess Sets 


By the House of Staunton 


Sole U.S. Distributor for Jaques of London 


The Finest Staunton Chess — 
Sets Ever Produced ee oo 
Antique Chess Sets Also Available = 
For your free color catalog, . — E . — ee 


send $2 postage to tee 


362 McCutcheon Lane eo . es 
Toney, AL 35774 


(256) 858-8070 =z a ——— a ee ; eo 


ae 
55500 


(256) 851-0560 fax Visit our web presentation at www. nousenistauniil com 
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| University of Texas at Dallas Wins College Round Robin 


¢ cal, Stanford Duel to Another 
|. Draw at President’s Cup 


i The University of Texas at 
dallas won the first President's 

; (up, around robin among the 

pest teams in college chess, held 
April 13-15 in Dallas, Texas. UTD 
| finished with 12 points, ahead of 
University of Maryland at Balti- 

| more County with 11%, then 

| california with 6% and Stanford 
with 6. 

The first meeting for Cal and 
| St stanford since the Pan-Am Inter- 
collegiate in December ended in 

another draw. 


d6 








| White: Michael Aigner (Stanford, 

\ 7203) 

| slack: Andrei Dokuchayev 

| (UTDallas, 2256) 

, fird’s Opening 

| |, f4f5 2. e4 fe4 3. d3 e3 4. Nc3 

| N65. Be3 g6 6. Ne4 Bg7 7. Nf6 

13 | f6 8. Qd2 d5 9. Nf3 Nc6 10. c3 
Qd6 11. g3 Bg4 12. Bg2 0-0-0 

,0-0 h5 14. Qf2 BF3 15. Qf3 








f5 16. Bf2 h4 17. g4 fg4 18. Qg4 
Kb8 19. Rael g5 20. Re6 Qd7 
21. Rfel gf4 22. Qf4 h3 23. Bf3 
Rdf8 24. Qe3 Bh6 25. Rh6 Qg7 
26. Bg3 Qh6 27. Qh6 Rh6 28. 
Bd5 Rh7 29. Be6 Nd8 30. Bg4 b6é 
31. d4 Nb7 32. Rf1 Rg8 33. RF4 
Nd6 34. Be2 a5 35. Bfl a4 36. 
a3 Re8 37. Bd3 Rh6 38. Kf2 
Rheé 39. d5 Rel 40. Ra4 Rdl 

41. Bg6 Rd2 42. Kf3 Rg8 43. Bh7 
Rg7 44. Rh4 Rb2 45. Rh3 Nf7 
46. Bf4 Rb3 47. Ke4 Ra3 48. Kf5 
Ndé 49. Ke6 Nb7 50. Be5 Nc5 
51. Kf6 Rd7 52. Bg8 Ne4 53. Kf5 
Ndé 54. Kg6 Ral 55. Rg3 Rel 
56. Bd4 Ne4 57. Rg4 Rd6é 58. 
Kf5 Rd8 59. Be6 Nc5 60. Bc5 bc5 
61. h4 c6 62. c4 cd5 63. Bd5 Re3 
64. h5 Rh3 65. Kg6 Kc7 66. Rg5 
Rh4 67. Bf7 Rd6é 68. Kg7 Kb6 69. 
Rg6 Rg6 70. hgé Kc7 71. Kf8 
Resigns 


This Issue’s 
Obligatory Wing 
Gambit 


We have put a Wing Gambit in 
every issue of the California Chess 
Journal this year, and it would be 
a Shame not to continue the 
tradition. Our thanks to the good 
folks at chessdryad.com for 
maintaining their database of 
Northern California chess games. 


1980 CalChess Team Champion- 
ship 

White: Michael Padovani (Oakland 
Chess Club, 2000) 

Black: Gabriel Sanchez (San Jose 
Chess Club, 2200) 

French Wing Gambit 

1. e4 e6 2. Nf3 c5 3. b4 cb4 4. 
a3 d5 5. e5 Nc6 6. ab4 Qc7 7. 
d4 Bb4 8. c3 Bf8 9. Bd3 Bd7 10. 
Ng5 Be7 11. 0-0 Bg5 12. Bg5 a6 
13. f4 Nge7 14. Qh5 h6é 15. g4 
Rf8 16. Be7 Ne7 17. f5 ef5 18. 
gf5 0-0-0 19. Qe2 Bc6é 20. Na3 
g6 21. £6 Nf5 22. Rfb1 h5 23. 
Nc2 Rg8 24. Nb4 Kd7 


| Stanford California mt 
FM Philip Wang 0-1 FM Dmitry Zilberstein U4, YY m 
NM Jordy Mont-Reynaud = '/,-'/, NM David Pruess re aswen + Ea 
NM Etan Iifeld Y= NM Andras Erdei Liat B77 J 7 & 47 
FM Ryan Porter 1-0 Anthony Rozenvasser YXU % 
e NM Michael Aigner O-1 David Steel Via, . £7 Up Y 
David Pecora 1-0 Pierre Vachon es i y GY 
















California Lightning 
Continued from Page 18 
Offering this exchange hands 
the game to White. The easiest 
endings to win are pure pawn 
endings. 
38. Rd7 Kd7 39. Kf4 Ke6 40. e4 
fe4 41. Ke4 Kd6 42. Kf4 Kc5 43. 
Kg5 Kd4 44. Kh6 Kc3 45. Kh7 
Kb3 46. Kg6 Kce4 47. h4 b5 48. 
h5 a5 49. h6 b4 50. ab4 ab4 51. 
h7 b3 52. h8(Q) Kd3 53. Qb2 
Kc4 54. g4 Kd3 55. Kf6 Ke4 56. 
g5 Kf4 57. g6 Ke4 58. g7 Kd3 
59. g8(Q) Resigns 





Corrections 





: The May/June tournament 

| |jcalendar announced the William 
| Addison Memorial, but life 
7 | \master Addison is alive and 

1 \|well— the William Addison 
| Qpen is the only Mechanics’ 

istitute event that honors a 
| lving player. We apologize for 
| the error, and we hope we have 
hot jinxed Mr. Addison. 

Allan Fifield is a Senior TD, 

lot a National TD, and he spells 
lis hame with two “I’s” and one 


| |i 


a. We'll get that straight. 


25. Ba6é baé 26. Naé Qc8 27. 
Rb8 Qb8 28. Nb8 Rb8 29. Ra7 
Rb7 30. Qa6é Ra7 31. Qa7 Ke6 
32. Qc7 Ba8 33. Qb6 Kd7 34. 
Qa7 Ke6 35. c4 dc4 36. Qb6 Kd7 
37. Qa7 Ke6 38. Qaé Kd5 39. 
Qa7 Ke6 40. Qc7 c3 41. Qc3 Rd8 
42. Qb3 Bd5 43. Qb6 Kd7 44. 
Qa7 Ke6 45. Qb6 Kd7 46. Qb5 
Ke6 47. Qb6 Resigns 
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to an ae ae See behind Baek 
For example, in my home state of 
Pennsylvania, the Pittsburgh 
Chess Club brought grandmaster 
Yermolinsky to perform a simulta- 
neous exhibition in a maximum 
security institution in 1997, and 
Philadelphia’s Eastern State 
Penitentiary entered teams in the 
Philadelphia Chess League in the 
1950s and 1960s. 


Pla 

Life”. ‘The lead news item in the 
column that long-ago morning 
was an account of a very unusual 
chess club, one with a highly 
restrictive membership. 

As Mitchell wrote, “Out in the 
California State Prison, at San 
Quentin, the authorities are doing 
their best to help the unfortunate 
men confined within the walls of 
the institution get back into the 





“Every man was playing the game 
square. What more do you want?” 


The promotion of chess in 
prison has been viewed as largely 
a recent phenomenon, but as is 
often the case with what is per- 
ceived to be new in chess, the idea 
is actually quite old. 

Situated a couple miles from 
the Pacific coast, its cold stone 
towers marking a sharp contrast 
to the blue ocean waters, stands 
San Quentin. The prison, whose 
cornerstone was lain back in 1852, 
has held the most violent of 
California’s criminals in its nearly 
150-year history. Currently it 
houses the men who will pay for 
their crimes with their life — 
California’s gas chamber sits in 
this prison, waiting its next use. 


i i ar ce 
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game, the game in this instance 
meaning ‘the square one.’ In the 
Monthly Bulletin, published under 
the management of the prisoners, 
‘Getting back into the game’ is the 
title of the leading article, and it 
was the subject of an address to 
the prisoners by Dr. L. H. Hough, 
reported for the Bulletin by pris- 
oner No. 27154.” 

Mitchell further described the 
contents of the October issue of 
the Monthly Bulletin, noting that 
an inmate edited a “breezy” 
department on baseball. Mitchell 
then brought up the chess col- 
umn: “...the next turn brings us to 
a page of interesting chess news 
and games, including the final 


standings of players in the Zenera| WI 
tournament. No. 23276 is the | Sh 
editor of the chess department’ § 
Mitchell's column gave reader, 
a taste of chess life at San Quenti, : 
by reprinting a description of the 
latest tournament among the | 
inmates, taken from No. 23276), | 
column. | 
An exciting finish, such as is | 
| 


Q 


seldom seen in any chess club, closed 
our recent tournament. It was a 
success from the start, as enough 
interest was taken, so that all the 
players were kept busy until the last 
game was played. Twenty-eight | 
members started and twenty-six were { 
there at the finish, each one playing 
fifty-four games... Another tourna- 
ment will soon start with a handicap 

as soon as the present finals are 
played off between the leading | 
fourteen players. 

While noting that “No. 1. I 
finished first with 50 games won | I 
and 3 lost, while he had one draw / 
to his credit”, Mitchell capped his - ' 
recounting of the San Quentin | N 
club with a gentle admonishment | si 
to his readers: “Never mind the 
names of the winners in the Ni 
tourney just concluded out in the | 
Golden State.” The readers were ; j, 
assured that in San Quentin it was F 
a case of “every man playing the | 
game square. What more do you ti 
want?” yl 
The following two games were | 
given by Mitchell to his readers | ’ 
that Sunday, taken from the San \ 
Quentin Monthly Bulletin. No iy 
doubt with the desire to avoid; ( 
possible embarrassment to the 
family and friends of the inmate, | | 
Mitchell referred to A. J. Pearsall | 9 
opponent as “San Quentin”. d 
Pearsall, a resident of Chula Vista, | ¢ 
was an experienced postalite who / | 
in later years would become one | \ 
of the stronger players in the 
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correspondence Chess League of 
_ america. For Pearsall’s unnamed 
| opponent to beat him is a testa- 

| ment to the playing ability within 
Gan Quentin. 





| correspondence, 1916 
white: A. J. Pearsall 
‘| Black: Inmate 
scotch Gambit 
1,e4e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 ed4 4. 
iti) Bef BcS 5. O-O dé 6. e5 de5 7. 
| Qe2 Qe7 8. c3 Bg4 9. b4 Bbé 10. 
| hed 11. Rel 
| 
| 
| 


A ea 


tk 814+ 
LOY Yy 


2a" all 


| i : Nl 
| e was RA 


Z 
Z 
y EN YZ Amal 
YVj07 \Z\ 47, Amal 





| I1..ef3 12. Qd1 Be6 13. a5 Ba5 
m | 14,93 Ne5 15. Re5 Bb6 16. Be6 
ww #617. Qb3 0-0-0 18. Reé QF7 
his - 19.Ba3 Nh6 20. Nd2 dc3 21. 
Ned Nf5 22. Ng5 Bf2 23. Re- 
nt | signs 
- | Philadelphia Public Ledger, 
November 26, 1916 
he The second game, as pub- 
c | lished in the Public Ledger column 
Was | had anumber of score errors. The 
| following gamescore reconstruc- 
U  tonis by national master Dan 
Heisman. 
ere | 
| Correspondence, 1916 
White: Inmate 
\ black: A. J. Pearsall 
| Kieseritzky Gambit 
te, | le4e5 2. f4 ef4 3. Nf3 g5 4. h4 
I's | 945. Ne5 Nf6 6. d4 Ne4 7. Bf4 
058, Ng4 Bdé 9. Ne5 0-0 10. 
Sta, | O83 Qe7 11. Be2 c5 12. Nc3 Be6 
h0 13,Ne4 de4 14. Qg3 Kh8 15. 
ic | Ng6hg6 16. Bdé QdB8 17. BF8 


in 


ee 
a 


oe 
Se 


ARMADA TAO Pate 





This is where you go if you play the Orangutan Opening. 





Qf8 18. Qe3 Kg8 19. Qe4 BF5 
20. Qd5 Nc6 21. Qc5 Qh6 22. 
Qc3 Re8 23. Qd2 Qh5 24. Kf2 


Bg4 25. Bg4 Qg4 26. c3 Nd8 27. 


Rael Ne6 28. Qe2 Resigns 


Philadelphia Public Ledger, 
November 26, 1916 

While nothing in this story of 
San Quentin proves the value of 
chess in a prison environment, it 


does show us the idea is nota 
recent one, and that chess has a 
history of growing in apparently 
barren soil. It seems that, indeed, 
the worst of us in the worst of 
circumstances is capable of 
playing the game square. And as 
of any activity, what more do you 
want? 

Copyright 2001 Neil R. Brennen. All rights reserved. 


Volunteers Sought for Inmate 
Correspondence Games 


Is there any chess going on 
inside the walls of San Quentin 
prison these days? “There are no 
chess clubs, and no formalized 
programs that are maintained by 
the State of California,” according 
to California state correctional 
officer Lt. Crittendon. (Agame of 
chess might be just the thing to 
get the nightstick out of the good 
lieutenant’s rear.) 

Dave LeClair has been arrang- 
ing postal games between prison 
inmates and outside chessplayers 


for 10 years, and “In the nearly 10 
years I have been writing inmates 
I have never received any mail 
from San Quentin,” LeClair wrote. 
LeClair is seeking other volun- 
teers to play postal games with 
inmates. His e-mail address is 
chessnut@cyberzone.net. 
Through LeClair, the editor of 
the California Chess Journal has 
begun two correspondence games 
with a life prisoner in Arkansas, 
who last wrote, “I’m doing all 
right under the circumstances.” 
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Nc3 Nf6 


‘Hughes and Barnard 2-3 at San Joaquin| 





Tournament director Bonnie Yost (left and 


Artak Akopian. Photo by Fifield 





Continued from Page 3 


The best defense, leaving 
room for the knight to play ac- 
tively. 
32...Kh8 33. Ne4 Rg8 34. Ral 
Nf5 35. Qd3 Nd4 36. Qd1 Qg6 
37. e3 fe3 38. fe3 Nf5 


Black also needs each of his 
pieces to be involved. Better is 
38...Nf6, and then 39. ed4 Ne4 40. 
Be4?? leads to 40...Qg3 41. Kh] 
Qh3 mate. 


39. Qf3 dc5 40. bc5 Rf8 41. Rg 
Qh6 42. Ng5 
Better is 42. Rg5, which makes 


a threat on h5, and makes it more 
difficult 2 ae eer on e8 to 











areata etatatetetetetaler ete etetatatetetetatete '* ssooteceteceastecococecececececes 


4...Be7 is Alatortsev’s idea, 
inhibiting the white bishop’s 
development to g5. 


5. Bg5 Be7 6. e3 0-0 7. Bd3 





7...h6 


A reflexive move, but not the 
sturdiest. Black has weakened the 
g6-square, so if he later opts for 
the knight maneuver ...Nb8-d7-f8, 
he probably cannot continue to g6 
because of White’s likely queen- 
and-bishop battery on d3 and c2. 
In this game, though, White put 
the queen out in front, and ...Ng6 
is possible. 


8. Bh4 b6 


The Tartakower Defense or the 
Exchange Variation? One differ- 
jice.from most Tartakowers is 


*o%e%et ates 
wrote get ele, 


\e:..cdS5 exchange has already 
; a Black has lost the 


acetates 


Poors on the center, and now White 
~ aims all efforts toward the ad- 


welelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelele eels ele ele 


Nfs 15. f3 Ng6 16. Bf2 


a a, 
Kaugars Punishe; | 


Here 2345-rated Akopian | 
offered a draw, ensuring a firs, 
place finish, and the 1928-rateq | 
Hughes accepted, to guarantee, | 
share of second. IM Guillermo 
Rey likes White's game after an | 
immediate 17.e4. Senior maste; 
Mike Arne and I examined 17. X}) 
and 17. h3, to avoid the exchang: 
of White’s dark-squared Bishop P | 
after ...Ng4. Black’s queenside 
expansion comes fast after | 
i 722D5: 


Draw 


és» 
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Continued from Page 6 


Qb3+- (fancier is 22. Nf6 Bf6 | 
[22...Qf6 23. Bf6 Bf6 24. Qb3+- 
23. Qg4 Kh8 [23...Bg5 24. Qg5 
Qg6 25. Bg6 fg6+-] 24. Qf5+-), | 
C) 19...Qg7 20. Nef6 Bf6 21. | 
Nf6 Qf6 22. Qf3 Nb3 23. Bf5 
seems equal, where White's actiy: | 
ity, bishop pair, and secure king 
compensate for the exchange. 


17. Rel | 
With a winning advantage. 


17... £5 18. BeS Bf6 19. Bcd Khi | 
20. Rc2 | 


Simple, and probably best. 20, : 
Ng5 also wins, but could get | 
tricky. I did not want to haveto | 
calculate 20...Be5 21. Qh5S Qg5!? | , 





22. Qg5 Nd4. P 
20... g4 21. Ng5?! ihe 


Tempting, but inferior to 21. | Cen 
Bf6 Rf6 22. NeS Bc2 23. Qc2 Qd4 , McC 
24. Nf7 Kg7 25. Rdl. 

21... Bc2 22. Qc2 Be5 23. Neé 
Bh2 24. Kh2 Qh4 25. Kg1f4 


If 25...Rf6, then 26. d5. 
26. Nf8 Rf8 “$ch 


The slim hope 26...g3? meets ; *" 
27. fg3 fg3 28. Rf7, and White's | 
king has room to run (28. Qh7is_| 
even simpler). tha 
27. Qe4 Rf6 28. Qe8 Kg7 29. 
Bd3 Resigns 
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Jacob Hall 

Graham McDaniel 
Mukund Chillakanti 
Vikram Kudva 

Melissa Cartwright 
Kartik Chillakanti 
Abraham Jurado 

Anna DePello 

9 Christian Kenney 

10 Bret Brian 

1] Manuel Guerrero 
Teams 

| North Davis Elementary 
2 Cesar Chavez Elementary 
3 Wisdom Chess Club 

K-6 


co “4 Oo Gn Se CW YO — 






Tyler Wilken 
Tyler Woodruff 
Shan Girn 

Adrian Lai 

Shiloh Rainwater 
Cecilio Padilla 
Matthew Healey 
Kevin Mani 

9 Louis De Pello 

10 Jeremiah Yee 

1] Rebecca Chao 
_|Teams 

‘11 Cesar Chavez Elementary 


co “4 Oo Gn Fe wor --— 


The Sacramento Chess Club 
hosted the 2001 Sacramento 
Scholastic Chess Championship at 
the Ethel MacLeod Hart Senior 
. | Center on May 19. Directors John 

McCumiskey, Michael Aigner, 

' Steve Bickford, Cain Garrett and 

| Debbie Garrett led 83 scholastic 

vlayers in four sections: K-3, K-6, 
, 8, and K-12 sections. Gopaal 
_kudva, Daniel Schwarz, Gerald 
| ichwarz, and Joseph Schwarz 

 ; served as volunteers at the tour- 
| lament. 

Chief director McCumiskey 
thanked Hart Senior Center Direc- 
or Merry Geil and her staff for 
“ther support of the Sacramento 
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2 Hazelton ACT 
3 Cowan Fundamental School 


4 
© 


Jacob Green 
Christopher Wihlidal 
Keith Schwarz 
Brian Page 

Joey Green 

Leonid Shamis 
Bobby Quattlebaum 
Larry Wong 
Teams 

1 Commodore Skills Center Stockton 
2 Arden Middle School 

K-12 

Ser Thao 

John Van 

Nathaniel Clapp 

Anyon Harrington 

Nicholas Robinson 

Jerommel Nitura 

Kou Vang 

Veysa Kruth 

Kao Saeteurn 

10 Nai Saeteurn 

Teams 

1 Luther Burbank High School 

2  Esparto Chess Club 

3 Merced High School 


OCNAnDRWN—K 
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Chess Club and their scholastic 
events throughout the year. 


White: Jacob Hall 
Black: Graham McDaniel 
Center Counter Defense 
Notes by NM Michael Aigner 
1.e4 d5 

The Center Counter Defense is 
quite popular in Northern Califor- 
nia scholastic chess. 
2. ed5 Nf6 3. d4 Nd5 4. c4 Nb6 
5. Nf3 Bg4 6. Be3 

White can break the pin and 
develop a piece with 6. Be2. 


6...Nc6 7. d5 Ne5 8. b3 


wreleleteleteleteteleleleleeleleleletele elele ee ee eM O # #416 8.8 6 #8 8 68 6 #18. 8.8 6 4 8 6 4 8 8 8 8 #8 ee 8 ee 














“eet eter eters” 


+0. tee 


plishes this. 
16. Rad1 Rd8 17. Rd8 


The immediate 17. Nb5 is 
quite strong. 


17...Kd8 18. Rdl Ke7? 


After 18...Kc8, Black's 
queenside pawns are safe. 


19. Nb5! c6?? 20. Na7?? 


Tactics alert! It is mate in two 
with 20. Bc5S Ke8 21. Nc7 mate. 


20...Nd7 21. f4 Ra8 





22. Be4 Bg4 


Here Black should take a step 
back and form a plan. White is up 
a pawn, but the knight on a8 is 
nearly trapped. If Black could 
relocate his bishop to b6 or b8, he 
could win the piece. For example: 
22...g6 23.a4 Ke8! 24. Bd3? Bd8& 
followed by 25...Bb6. If he sees 
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the threat, White can improve on 
this with either 24. a5 or 24. Rgl. 


23. f3 Bh5 24. Bf5 Nf8 25. Be4 
Bg6 26. Bg6? 


26. £5! BhS 27. Nc6! and now 
27...0c6 loses immediately to 28. 
Bc5 Ke8 29. Bc6. 


26...Ng6 27. a4 Ke8 28. b4 Bd8 
29. b5 


White pushes his pawns to 
rescue the trapped knight. 


29...Ne7 30. bc6 bc6 31. Bc5 
Bc7? 32. Be7? 


Pinning the knight with 32. 
Rel is decisive. 


32...Ke7 33. Nc6 Ke6 34. Kb3 
Bf4 35. h3 Rc8 36. Nb4 


Due to time pressure, both 
players stopped keeping score. 
White's winning plan is straight- 
forward: promote the a-pawn and 
force Black to give up a piece for 
it. White succeeded in doing this 
without trouble and subsequently 
checkmated the black king. 


Chess Instruction 


Senior master John Hall, 
author of books on open- 
ings and middlegame 


and endgame theory, is 
available for private or 
group lessons. 


(415) 521-0004 








Tyler Woodruff (left) and Tyler Wilken before their round 5 game for the K-6 champion | the 


ship. 


Photo by McCumisly The 





Jacob Hall (left) and Graham McDaniel do battle for the K-3 crown. Director Cain Gare! 


looks on. 


Photo by McCumise)| 





Editor’s Space 


We're a few pages light this 
time around for a few reasons. 
One, this issue is coming out 
weeks earlier than I planned in 
order to promote Weikel’s June 29 
tournament in San Francisco. Go 
to the back cover, read his ad, 
enter his tournament. To put that 
ad in your hands soon enough 
meant delaying coverage of the 


Stamer Memorial, which ended in 
a nine-way tie. Maybe this is a 
blessing, since it’s going to take 
two months to convince all nine of 
the winners — IM Walter Shipman, 
NM Eugene Levin, Jennie 
Frenklakh, Larry Snyder, Steve 
Gaffagan, Rey Salvatierra, Andy 
Lee, Guenther Steinmuller and 
Monty Peckham — to annotate a 
game or two. 


Two, you'll notice a lack of 
coverage of “adult” tournaments 
— not as much news going on. 
There are four open tournaments 
in July, though, so go play, and 
write about your games for us! 

Three, all three of my stupid 
computers broke a month ago, allt | 
Ilost the content I could usein | 
light issues like this. I promise!] 
back up my data now. Honest. 


nnn ecco tae nn See 
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By David Saponara 

The 2001 Southern California 
=| Qpen championship will be con- 
-) qucted in San Diego on September 
-3. This will be the third time 
vn Diego has hosted this event — 
in 1986, the city hosted the 
third-largest Southern California 
Open in history, with 260 players. 
' For 2001, the tournament will 
4 heconducted in the heart of 
/) jalboa Park at a large site near the 
| \erospace and Automotive muse- 
P| ys. Improvements for 2001 
® clude a 55% boost in the prize 
fund to $7750, a top prize of 
| $1000, and expansion to four 
| sections instead of three. In 
“/ .ddition, the entire prize fund in 
the open section is guaranteed. 
The champion in each section 
| will receive a trophy. 

A blitz tournament will be 
conducted Friday evening, August 
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finest municipal parks whose sng 
benefits include free and easy Bs 
parking, free tram service, a ha ti 


the Reuben H. Fleet Space Tht orvel ee 
& Science Center, the Old Gia € : ) 
Theater, the World-famous': 

se G Boe 












at: say vi a 
tive, Photography, Hall OPE ‘ amp ee ve ssecesesestatatstetetatatatetatgtanetanatatetstetatgtctetetetatatstetetets 
ons, Art, Timken (more art) and tournament may play in any 
the largest model railroad mu- section for only $39. 


seum in these United States. For further information, 
Participants wishing to extend _pjease see our advertisement, our 


their visit to San Diego may TLA in Chess Life, or phone Alina 
purchase a special deep discount Markowski at (858) 792-2016. 
ticket, which grants admission to 


all the activities in Balboa Park. 


— 2001 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA O 


September 1, 2 and 3, 2001 
PRIZE FUND $7,750 
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2 EIS OR see NEW FEATURES Jae 7 
The total prize fund of $7,750 carries a 100% GUARANTEED $3,250 Open Section! (This means that the place as 
well as the class prizes in this section are fully guaranteed.) The winner receives $1000 plus a trophy, plus 18 grand 
prix points, plus an invitation to play in the State Championship Qualifier! (The top two winners become eligible 
providing they are residents of Southern California.) The unique prize fund structure provides for class prizes at 
every 100 rating level, starting with U2450 through U1250! Please note that we are dividing the classes at “50” 
instead of the usual “OO” in order to provide those players, who normally have a small chance of winning, a golden 
opportunity to cash in! (Masters in the lower echelons should find this very attractive. Finally they have a good 
chance at good prizes!) 
6-ROUND SWISS IN 4 SECTIONS 
Open Section; Express Section U2150; Reserve Section U1850; Special Section U1550. 
Entry fee: OPEN, EXPRESS & RESERVE received by 8/29: $69, $79 at site. SPECIAL if received by 8/29 $55, $65 
at site. SCCF membership required if rated resident of S. California (Adults $12, Jrs. $7). 
LOCATION 
The tournament is being held at the Balboa PARK Club. Chess players familiar with chess in San Diego need to note 
that the site is NOT the site of the San Diego Chess Club although it has a similar sounding name. 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
There are many within a short distance of Balboa Park. Non-commuting players may call toll free 1-800-728-3227, 
the Discount Central Hotel Reservations Service, a free service, open 7 days a week, to obtain the best available 
hotel rates. For details see our TLA in Chess Life or contact Alina Markowski at (858) 792-2016, or 850 Del Mar 
Downs Rd. #241, Solana Beach, CA 92075, or AMarkowski44 @ aol.com. 
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Burlingame 
Thursdays 7 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Club 
990 Burlingame Ave. 
Tom Dorsch 

(650) 322-0955 


www.burlingamechessclub.com 


Campbell 

Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Community Center 
Fred Leffingwell 
fleffing@cisco.com 

(408) 732-5188, (408) 526- 
7090 work 


Carmichael 
Mondays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 


4701 Gibbons 


El Dorado Hills 
Sundays 5-8 p.m. 
Oak Ridge Library 
1120 Harvard Way 
Troy Pendergraft 
(916) 941-1625 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:30-11 p.m. 
Borders Books and Music 
Hans Poschmann 
hspwood2@home.net 
(510) 656-8505 


Fresno 

Carl’s Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar at Dakota 
Fresno 


(559) 275-0905 


Hayward 
Mondays 9 p.m. 


Page 26 


tracer ere lere ate el etete lees eee 


Room 


Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 


Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Palo Alto 

Thursdays 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Avenidas Senior Center 
450 Bryant St. 

(650) 327-2811 


Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 


(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 

Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 
p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
915 27th St. 

Stewart Katz 

(916) 444-3133 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


San Leandro 
Saturdays 12 noon 
Everybody’s Bagel Shop 
1099 MacArthur Blvd. 
(510) 430-8700 


Santa Clara 
Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 


California Chess Journal 


Fyen 


| maki 
p.m. | those 
Mary Gomez Park 
Francisco Sierra | Date 
(408) 241-1447 | 
Santa Rosa n° 
Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. | 0 
Sonoma Coffee Company | june 
§21 Fourth St. -Jerol 
Keith Halonen 
(707) 578-6125 | july 
Santa Rosa | Jef! 
First and last Saturdays | July 
Rincon Valley Library ‘John 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 
Mike Haun ly 
(707) 537-0162 | Tom 
Stanford | july 


Meets weekly during school yey Iohn 
Michael Aigner =: 
maigner@stanford.edu Im\y| 
Stockton july 
Fridays 7-11 p.m. 

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church | 


4910 Claremont Ave. Hp: 
Sunnyvale Aug 
Tuesdays 8 p.m. Ye 
LERA Bldg. 160 2 

Ken Stone | itp: 
(408) 629-5530 ig 
Visalia John 

| 


Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell ‘Aug 
Allan Fifield r 
(559) 734-2784 : 


| 
hometown.aol.com/Vvisaliaches) ; Sep! 


mW 


myhomepage/profile.html | Ind 


Woodland 

Sundays 3-9:30 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Ave. 

Milo Nelson 

(530) 792-1064 
www.geocities.com/MJG99/ 
CHESS/WCG/ 


Yuba City Jo 
Mondays and Wednesdays 7:1! | 
p.m. | 
Carl’s Jr. 

Bridge St. and Highway 99 
Tom Giertych 

(916) 671-1715 
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Tournament Calendar 


wents marked with an star vx offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members, and/or the organizers are 
| ,aking a contribution to CalChess from the entry fees. The California Chess Journal encourages participation in 


$ 


| hose events. 





| pate Event Location CalChess 
| ine 29-July 1 Firecracker Chess Tournament San Francisco x* 

| jerome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 

| jyne 30 Firecracker Action #1 San Francisco yy 

‘jrome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 

ily 1 Firecracker Action #1 San Francisco sk 

ene Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 

Wwly 7-8 Sacramento Chess Championship Sacramento we 

‘john McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com 
ily 14-15 Sequoia Chess Championship Redwood City Y 

| Tom Reale, 195 Farley Street, Mountain View 94043 (408) 794-2250 tommina@earthlink.net 

July 21 Charles Bagby Memorial Game-in-29 San Francisco 


‘thn Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 


invjid@aol.com 
ily 21 Weibel/Success Summer Scholastic Quads _ Fremont i 
he Alan Kirshner, (510) 657-1586 info@successchess.org 


: | 


ttie://www.kirshnerisms.com/SummerQuads0 1 html 

dugust 11 Weibel/Success Summer Scholastic Quads Fremont We 
), Alan Kirshner, (510) 657-1586 info@successchess.org 
‘hto://www.kirshnerisms.com/SummerQuads01.html 


‘August 18 Vladimir Pafnutieff Memorial Game-in-45 San Francisco 


| hn Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 


‘invjd@aol.com 
August 24-25 San Luis Obispo County Championship San Luis Obispo xx 


Jorbara McCaleb, 234 Via La Paz, San Luis Obispo 93401 (805) 544-0717 bmccaleb@calpoly.edu 
| 


ass) 


| 


otember 1-2 Labor Day Tournament Santa Rosa Ve 
Indy Milburn (707) 538-4806 


Spassky-Larsen, Palma de Mallorca 1969 
White to play and win. 


Yrs 
aS 


On the Cover 


You couldn’t swing a camera bag at the Charlotte Wood Scholas- 
, ‘\teQuads on May 26 without hitting a photographer, so we chose 
|}one shot from each of them for the cover. At top, Dr. Alan Kirshner 
| captures Quad #4, with Geoffrey Chen and Nazee Moghadam fore- 
,, ||Sound, and Cassandra Lawson in the background. Richard 
'|Shorman shot Quad #1 in the middle picture, with Igor Garbouz 
| playing White against Daichi Siegrist in the foreground, and Allen 
Tuin back. John Tu took the bottom picture, standing behind the 
ttophy table overlooking the playing hall. 
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The photographs on pages 11 and 12 are by Dr. Alan Kirshner. 








at h/ August 2001 California Chess Journal Page 27 





















Firecracker Chess 
Tournament 


Three tournaments! One main and two action! 
June 29—July 1, 2001 


<> Holiday Inn at San Francisco 
ERT Fisherman's Wharf 


$8,000! (based on 150) Free Lecture by GM Yermolinsky! 


Five Round Swiss in Three Sections 
PRIZE FUND 

Open Section (2000+) 1st $1,000-600-400, U2400 $550, U2300 $550, U2200 $550-300-150 
Reserve Section (1600-1999) 1st $550-$300-$ 150, U1800 $500-$250-$ 125 
Booster Section (1599-below) 1st $450-250-125, U1400 $400-200-100, U1200 $300 
Note: $200 will be added to the class with the most paid players 
Trophies to all 1st place winners. (Unrated players not eligible for cash prizes) 
LOCATION: Holiday Inn at Fisherman’s Wharf, 1300 Columbus Street, San 
Francisco, CA (415) 771-9000 
ENTRY FEE: $105 if postmarked by 6/22. After 6/22 and at site $15 more (please, no checks at site). 
Must be USCF member (available at site). Unrated Players = $50 (eligible for trophy only, not cash 
prizes) GM and IM entry returned if they do not win a prize. $3 discount to CalChess members. If entry 
not received by 6/28, player will have to pay at site plus late fee, then when entry is subsequently 
received, the late entry fee will be returned (with prize fund check!). 
REGISTRATION: Friday (6/29) 5:30-7p.m. (also Sat. 9:30-10:30 a.m. and take a half-point bye for 
round 1). Players may still enter after deadline but may have to take a bye for that round. Two byes 
maximum and must be requested before start of round 3. 
SCHEDULE: Round 1 Friday 7:30 p.m., Round 2 Saturday 11 a.m., Round 3 6 p.m., Round 4 Sunday 9 
a.m., Round 5 Sunday 2 p.m. Yermolinsky lecture Friday 5:45-7 p.m. 
TIME CONTROL: 40 moves in 100, then 20 moves in 40, then 30 moves in 30. Bring clocks. Sets 
provided. 





ah 
s 










TWO ACTION TOURNAMENTS! 
Four Round Swisses at game/50 minutes * Saturday 6/30 and Sunday 7/1 
Entry fee $40 if sent by 6/22, $50 at site. 65% of entries returned as prizes 
Registration: 9-10 a.m. 
Round Times: 10:15 a.m., 12 noon, 3 p.m., 5 p.m. Sections and prizes depending on turnout. : 
ENTER: Checks payable (mail by 6/22) to: Jerome Weikel 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno NV 89523 § 
(775) 747-1405 e-mail: wackyykl@aol.com. Weikel will be on vacation from 6/10-6/27, for info 
during this time call Jay Blem (760) 248-1193. 
National Chess & Games Books & Equipment) will be present 
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CalChess Patron Program 


Recent financial problems at the USCF have impacted a variety of 
programs, including those which formerly provided some funding to 
state organizations. Traditionally, the USCF returned $1 of each adult 
membership and 50 cents of each youth membership to the state 
organization under its State Affiliate Support Porgram, but SASP was _, pI 
eliminated last year. ma 

This resulted in a $2,000 shortfall to the CalChess budget — its | fl 
primary expense is production and mailing of the California Chess | Ch 
Journal, which has been expanded from four to six issues per year. ju 

Members of CalChess or interested parties who wish to support tht | Xe 
quality and growth of chess as worthwhile activity in Northern Califor | 


The California Chess Journal is published six 
times yearly by CalChess, the Northern California 
affiliate of the United States Chess Federation. A 
CalChess membership costs $15 for one year, $28 
for two years, $41 for three years, and includes a 
subscription to the California Chess Journal plus 





discounted entry fees into participating CalChess 
tournaments. Scholastic memberships for students 
under 18 are $13 per year. Family memberships, 
which include just one magazine subscription, are 
$17 per year. Non-residents may subscribe to the 
California Chess Journal for the same rates, but re- 


ceive non-voting membership status. Subscriptions, | nia are encouraged to participate. Please send contributions to ste 
membership information, and related correspon: | Ca)Chess, 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402. | HL 
dence should be addressed to Frisco Del Rosario ; : 
at 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402. Gold Patrons ($ 100 or more) | Ny 
The California Chess Journal gladly accepts sub- Mike Goodall Michael A. Padovani ( Mi 
missions pertaining to chess, especially chess in Fred Leffingwell Curtis Munson (pn 
Northern California. Articles should be submitted in Jim Eade Allan Fifield | We 
electronic form, preferably in text format. Digital pA lankKGeennee Baten Bi atI mn 
photographs are preferred also. We work on a es A 
Macintosh, but articles and photographs created in Richard Koepcke Ed Bogas "8 
lesser operating environments will be accepted at Tom Dorsch Ursula Foster is 
126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402-2414, Tom Maser Samuel Chang AN 
or cattekin@best.com. All submissions subject to ed- George vnltenoweli Memoran Other Patrons 
iting, but we follow the unwritten rule of chess jour- ; L 
nalism that editors shouldn’t mess with technical an- Mark Pinto Dr. Don Lieberman wt 
notations by stronger players. Submission deadline Paul McGinnis Eric Tsai Ste 
for November/December issue is October 1. Melvin Chernev Robert Raingruber 101 
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| Wang Prepares for U.S. Junior by 


3rd Sequoia Yacht Club Chess 
Championship 
July 14-15, 2001 

























Edward Chien 
Corey Chang 
Richard Van Gaasback 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| Open 
‘iy Philip Wang 35 
| 1-3 Ryan Porter 3 
| | Michael Aigner 
}U2100 Neil Regan 3 
| ’ Mike Maloney Za 
| Reserve 
ae Akash Deb 3.5 
| 0-4 Drake Wang 3 
4 | Mike Fitzgerald 
Curtis Munson 
4 | j-4U1700 Cal Magaoay 2.5 
| Daichi Siegrist 
| Nicolas Yap 
| Ricky Yu 
| Booster 
9 | {I John Chan a5 
| 2-5 Durai Chinnaia 3 
0 
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| Inthe wake of the ill-fated 
firecracker Open, where just 40 
f / players Showed for a tournament 


. + with $100+ entry fees (see page 6), 


It | the Bay Area chess community 
showed its preference for lower- 
; _ profile events when 60 (with a 
maximum of 70) participants 
mtered the Third Sequoia Yacht 
(lub Chess Championship held 
| jy 14-15 in Redwood City. Tom 
the | Reale directed. 
o- Three members of the 
Stanford University chess team — 
HIDE masters Philip Wang and 
kyan Porter and national master 
Michael Aigner — took the top 
izes at the Sequoia tournament, 
Vang beat Porter in round three 
‘td gave up a last-round draw to 


' 


‘Agnis Kaugars on the way to a 37%- 


‘score and first prize. Porter and 
Aigner both finished at 3-1. 

Akash Deb won the reserve 
ection by defeating fellow junior 
‘tar Drake Wang in their last- 
‘ound battle. 
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Wang used this tournament to 
warm up for the U.S. Junior Cham- 
pionship held July 24-29 in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. The Reno native 
Started with 2% of three, but then 
dropped three straight before 
finishing sixth. New Yorker Hikaru 
Nakamaru scored 7%-1¥% to win 
the event, followed by Northern 
Californian David Pruess at 6%. 


White: Philip Wang (2348) 
Black: Mike Arné (2215) 
Leningrad Dutch 
Notes by FM Philip Wang 

Ever since I became a full-time 
student at Stanford in 1999, my 
opportunties to play chess have 
dwindled. However, quite fortu- 
nately — and unexpectedly — I 
was invited to play in the 2001 
U.S. Junior Championship. Desper- 
ate to regain some form, I partici- 
pated in the Sequoia Chess Cham- 
pionship, and in the end, I was 
fortunate enough to win the event 
ahead of six masters. Here is my 
favorite game of the event, a 
pretty win over the venerable Mike 
Arné, from round two. 


1. d4f5 


















Framingham, Mass. 


Del Rosario. 


Chess Journalists Honorably Mention 


California Chess Journal 


The California Chess Journal received an honorable mention in 
the category of Best State Chess Magazine in the annual Chess | 
Journalists of America awards competition. The CJA announced the 
winners at its meeting held August 9 at the U.S. Open in 


Chess Horizons is a repeat winner of the best state magazine 
award. The Massachusetts state magazine has a circulation of more 
than 1,000, and a budget that enables it to pay its contributors. “] 
knew we’d be going up against Chess Horizons, but I didn’t want to 
enter the Under 1000 Circulation division — we shouldn’t even be 
eligible for that category,” said California Chess Journal editor Frisco 


Del Rosario is in his first year as CCJ editor, after replacing Allan 
Fifield in January. He resumed producing the CCJ on a bimonthly 
schedule after years of quarterly publication. 


Winning Sequoia Championship 


This move took me by sur- 
prise! Mike is not known as a 
Dutch player, and after the game 
he informed me he has adopted it 
only quite recently. Even though 
this opening is in my repertoire 
from the black side, I sank into a 
15-minute think. It is very annoy- 
ing to face your favorite opening 
from the opposite side of the 
board! 


2. g3 Nf6 3. Bg2 g6 4. Nh3!? 


This is what I came up with! 
The Karsbad Variation is a great 
weapon against the Dutch. Not 
only does it contain some poison, 
but it has the theoretical stamp of 
approval, as well. 


4...d6 5. Nc3 


A sharper move, compared to 
the standard 5. c4 Nc6 6. d5 NeS!, 
where the c-pawn is a weakness. 
The idea behind 5. Nc3 is to 
engage the center with pieces as 
quickly as possible — my other 
knight will head to f4 next move. 


5...c6 6. Nf4 e5?! 


Probably a mistake. This 
position has only occurred once 





8: 
would have been 9...e4 10. Bg5 
Be7 11. NeS Ke8 12. 0-0-0, and 
Black is still kicking. However, I 
don’t see a defense to f3 and 
Rhel, opening the center, and 
making life very miserable for 
Black’s king. Perhaps Black just 
has a bad game, no matter what 
he does, as a result of 6...e57!. 


The “losing move.” You don't 
believe me? Just wait and see! 
Seriously, it is a tribute to the 
quality of this game that such an 
innocent-looking move can end 
Black's chances. Better would have 
been 10...Nbd7 leading toa 
passive but tenable game. 


11. Bg5 Nbd7 12. f4! 


On the Cover 


David Pruess, 19, was the leading California player at the US. 
Junior Championship held at the end of July in Tulsa, Okla., and at 
the Firecracker Open in San Francisco. Pruess finished second at the 
U.S. Junior Championship behind 13-year-old Hikaru Nakamura of 
New York. Photographer Elliott Winslow captured Pruess at the 
Firecracker Open, where he trailed only GM Wojtkiewicz on the 
wallchart. At the Mechanics’ Institute FIDE Rating Tournament, 
Pruess was second to Carl Haessler. 

A more specific headline for the cover might have been “David 
Pruess Second at U.S. Junior, FIDE Rating Tournament, and Fire- 
cracker Open,” but it’s too early in Pruess’s career for a nickname 
like “David the Second” to follow him around like “Richard the Fifth” 
tailed grandmaster Teichmann. After his successful summer, Pruess 
will return to UC Berkeley, where he plays, well, second board for the 
Golden Bears chess team. 


SS ses 





Striking while the iron is hot, 
and increasing the pressure in the 
center. Since the black knight on 
d7 is overloaded, the threat is just 
to capture on e5, winning mate- 
rial. 

Neither pawn capture is 
possible for Black — on 12...ef4, 
13. e5! wins a piece, while on 
12...fe4, 13. Ne5 snares a pawn. 
Interestingly enough, if we just 
stop for a moment and look at the 
position, we notice that the pawn 
structure is almost identical! The 
only difference is the activity of 
pieces, and as we will see, that's 
all that matters! 


12...Rf8 


Forced. The only way Black 
can avoid losing material is to 
defend f6 twice. Now if White 
captures with 13. Bf6, Black just 
responds 13...Rf6, and e5 is still 
adequately defended. Notice that 
Black's last two moves are 
interchangable — he could have 
played 11...Rf8 and then 
12...Nbd7. It doesn't matter, since 
this position is forced after 
Black’s 10...Be6? 


13. 0-0-0 


I’ve always loved “castling 
with tempo,” tucking the king 
































| call 
: 


safely on cl and also bringing my 


rook to the d-file. Now Ne5 is at | : 
threat, andelisopenforthe | af] 
other rook. | 5 

18. 


13...Ke7 


Again forced. 13...Ke7 can be | ti 
powerfully met by 14. Rhel!. The | nd 
black king will not survive long | ral 


when the center is opened up by uit 


some pawn exchanges. ad 
14. Ne5! | id 
14. Ne5! is the start ofa 19 


combination whose only purpose 

is to lure the king to the middle of | 
the board, where it will be ex- | an 
ecuted. fac 


14...Ne5 del 


On 14...Be5 15. feS Ne5 16, | & 
Bf4, the stallion is lost, because | itt 
16...Nfg4 (16...Nfd7 17. Rd7! +)is | 
met by 17. h3. , 0: 


a. 
i.e 
Oth aar 
Ma “a ey 


) loo 





Y, 





15. Rd6!! aN 
Starting the king on its death 


march. Material consideration 7 
ceases to be important—thereis :" 
no going back now! ‘ 
15...Kd6 ; 

Forced, as Black had two 0 
pieces hanging. 

Retreating would lose the tr 
knight, and thus the game. Arook jj 
cannot successfully fight two di 


minor pieces in the middlegame' jf 
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"17, Bf4 Kd4 18. Bdé! 
Trapping the king in the 
| renter. Not a tough move to 
| alculate over the board, because 
me's intuition suggests a mate 
somewhere after Bd6! The simple 
\y | iyeat is 19. Rd1, then either 
big | 49,,.Ke3 20. BcS mate or 20...Kc4 
| sf] mate. 
| 18,..Ne4! 


The best defense. Other tries 
hi] spectacularly: 18...Kc4 19. 
e | ndj! and 20. Bf1 mate is unstop- 
| pable; 18...c5 19. Rdl Kc4 20. a3! 
with 21. Bf1 mate next; 18...b6 19. 
I nd] Ke3 20. Rd2! and White mates 
| adozen ways. 


19. Rd1l Ke3 


e What does White have now? It 
df \ looks like the attack has fizzled, 
| nd the king is laughing in the 
| face of his enemies! The key 
defender is the majestic knight on 
ef which controls eight central 
attacking squares. How can White 
sop the king from running away 
to f2? 


) 


) is 


| 
| 


_ ee 
i ee mit 
stata 
neat . 


I, @\ S 
aa A "o 





10, Rd2!! 


} | Ihe most beautiful move I've 
made in a long, long time! Mate 
; Wllbe delivered next move, 
regardless of Black's response. A 
ost picturesque position, like 
something by Sam Loyd. 
10...Nd2 
The key to 20. Rd2!! is that the 
l-square is vacated for the 
night, and if Black covers c5, the 
Ok lishop wreaks havoc in the other 
: rection. For instance, 20...b6 21. 
- b4mate. 20...Nd6 and 20...g5 
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Boats rest on 











ity harbor behind this post-mortem between Walter Wood 
(left) and Anthony Rozenvasser. Mike Splane is standing. 


Photo by Kevin Batangan 





both prevent bishop checks, but 
21. Nd] mate, and the knight 
saves the day! 


21. Bc5 mate 

My opponent was particularly 
graceful in defeat, remarking that 
the mating combination was 
“pretty cool.” 


White: Carolyn Withgitt (1804) 
Black: Akash Deb (1899) 

Center Counter Defense 

1. e4 d5 2. ed5 Nf6 3. Nf3 c6 4. 
dc6 Nxc6 5. Bb5 Bg4 6. h3 Bh5 
7. Nc3 e6 8. g4 Bg6 9. Ne5 Qc7 
10. Ng6 hg6 11. d3 a6 12. Bc6 
Qc6 13. Rh2 Bdé 14. f4 g5 15. 
Ne2 Qf3 16. Rf2 Qh3 17. fg5 


Ng4 18. Rf1 Nh2 19. Rf2 Nf3 20. 


Rf3 Qf3 21. Resigns 


White: Ryan Porter (2262) 

Black: Richard Koepcke (2292) 
Advance French 

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. f3 e6 4. Be3 
Qb6 5. Nd2 Qb2 6. Bd3 Nf6 7. 
Ne2 Qb6 8. 0-0 c5 9. ¢3 cd4 10. 
cd4 Nc6 11. e5 Ng8 12. f4 Nge7 
13. g4 g6 14. Ng3 Bd7 15. Rb1 
Qc7 16. Qb3 Na5 17. Qb2 h5 
18. h3 hg4 19. hg4 Nec6 20. a3 


California Chess Journal 


Be7 21. Kg2 O-O-O 22. Rfcl Kb8 
23. Nf3 Ka8 24. Bd2 Bc8 25. Ba5 
Qa5 26. Rc6 Resigns 


White: Corey Chang (1090) 

Black: Stephen Wilson (1150) 
Bird’s Opening 

1. £4 d6 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. e3 Bg4 4. 
d4 e5 5. Bc4 Qe7 6. 0-0 e4 7. 
Bb5 ef3 8. Rf2 Bd7 9. Qf3 aé 10. 
Bc6 Bc6 11. d5 Bd7 12. c4 Nf6 
13. Nc3 Qd8 14. e4 Be7 15. e5 
Ng8 16. Bd2 





16...f6 17. e6 Bc8 18. f5 Rb8 19. 
Qh5 g6 20. fg6 Kf8 21. g7 
Resigns 


Page 3 





2 * * a e F 
Wojtkiewicz Wins San Francisco | 


E 


Firecracker Open 3 


19 


tionally been one of the most- | 
enjoyed and best-attended tourna. | Ii! 





Guillermo Rey and national mas- 
ter Michael Aigner at 3, and IM 


“Have a Good Knight” 
Firecracker Open 





June 29-July 1, 2001 Walter Shipman at 2%. ments in the western region. | qu 
Open Wojtkiewicz earned $500 for “[Northern California players] _—_ 40 


Alek Wojtkiewicz 4 
David Pruess 
Ryan Porter 
Michael Aigner 
Guillermo Rey 
Jonathan Shockley 
Jerry Weikel 
Mark Brown 
Juan Luaces 
Chris Mavraedis 
Reserve 
Mike Maloney 
Joselito Igarta 
Jeff Andersen 
Ramesh Mantri 
Randy Feliciano 
Brian McCandless 
Booster 
Walter Churchill 
Alan Howe 
Lauren Goodkind 
Bleys Rose 
Bryan Bilby 
Richard Lee 
Boris Seibert 
Chris Cortese 


Fireceneicen? Action #1 


onal master 





his effort, but since the Fire- 
cracker Open was not a USCF 
Grand Prix event, the leader in the 
2001 race lost a few points in the 
Grand Prix standings to the World 
Open prizewinners. Aigner, the 
lowest-rated among the masters, 
made draws against Wojtkiewicz, 
Rey, and Pruess — the top three 
seeds — and won $275 for the 
Under 2300 prize. 

Jonathan Shockley, a Class B 
player, outscored six experts and 
A players to win the Under 2200 
prize and $275. 

Mike Maloney, who recently 
returned to the Bay Area from 
Southern California, won the top 
Reserve Section prize with a 4-1 
score. The only perfect score in 
the tournament was achieved by 
Walter Churchill in the Booster 
Section — his 5-0 tally was good 
for $225. Lauren Goodkind, rated 
1117, made a performance rating 
of 1648 while scoring 3%-1¥, to 
win the E prize and $200. 

Jerry Weikel directed 40 
players in the three-section tour- 
nament, far short of the 150 
needed to award his advertised 


prize fund (see sidebar next page). 


Weikel figured that the World 
Open might have drawn 10 or so 
Bay Area players out of town fora 
big-money event, and besides 
those travelers, “Bay Area players 
just don’t want a major tourna- 
ment,” he said. “I see why [World 
Open organizer Bill] Goichberg 
gave up on the Bay Area. He’s the 
most successful tournament 
organizer working, and he doesn't 
have a tournament there.” 
Weikel’s next event will be the 
Reno/Western States Open in 
Reno in October, which has tradi- 
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have supported the Reno Open fy; | 
10 years! I thought I had a lock | 
[with the Firecracker Open] be- 

cause these same San Francisco | 
guys wouldn't have to drive 250 | 
miles, and could spend the night | 
in their own beds,” Weike] said. | 
| 
| 


White: Walter Shipman (2301) 

Black: David Pruess (2375) | 
Semi-Slav Defense | 
Notes by SM David Pruess | 


1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 c6 4, 

Qc2 Nd7 | 
Played to avoid the lines that — ’ 

follow 4...Nf6 5. BgS. | 

5. 93 Ngof6 6. Bg2 Bdé 7. 0-0 04 | Nt 

8. Nbd2 Re8 9. b3 e5 ' 


White has a small advantage be 
after 9...056 10. cd5 cd5 11.Qc6 |W 


Oc? I 220cy7- Ber 13,.8a2. 02 
10. ed5 cd5 11. de5 Ne5 12. Bb? | su 
‘i 


The side with the isolated 
pawn avoids piece trades, and the 
discovered attack along the e-file 
induces e3, weakening the white |, 
squares. 
13. e3 

13. Rfel Bg4 does not look like 
an improvement. 
13...Bg4 14. Racl Nb4 

Perhaps not so good objec. 
tively, but Black applies pressure ) 
to White's clock. ) 
15. Qb1 Bh5 16. Qal! Nd3! ) 


A very difficult decision. 
Black’s activity will compensate 
for his weakened pawn structure. 
17. BfF6 gf6 18. Rc3 R 


Or 18. Rcd1 Rc8, which is 
unclear. 


df 


September/October 2001 r 


| 


he 
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pot 


| 


- 18,..Bg6 19. a3 


| The only move. Black threat- 

ed 19...Bb4, and then 20. Rce2 
makes the rook a target for a 
jiscovered attack. 

| 19,.Qe7 20. b4 

| The alternative is 20. Nb1 to 

_| limit the weakness of the 

queenside pawns. 


90,.a5 21. b5 Rac8 





; 02. Re8? 


Here White needed to play 22. 

4 | \p1 to fight for the c-file, after 

which Black intended 22...Rc4 
before doubling rooks. Then if 
White traded rooks on C4, Black’s 

passed c-pawn would be fairly 
strong and White’s pieces still lack 

‘activity, but if White didn’t swap, 

| therook invades; for example, 22. 
\bl Rce4 23. Rdl Rec8! 24. Rdd3 
bd3 25. Rd3 Rel 26. Bfl Qe4, 
winning. 

2,.Re8 23. a4 Re2 


With clear advantages in space 
and mobility. 


4.Nb3 Ba3! 


Avoiding 24...Rf2 25. Rf2 Qe3 
16. Qd4+-, and 24...Nf2 25. Nbd4! 
‘Qe3 (but 25...Ng4 26. Nc2 Bc2 27. 
Qd4 is not clear) 26. Nc2 Bc2 27. 
 Qel+-, 


15. Nbd4?! 


The alternatives are also 
lnappealing: 

25. Qd4 Bb2 26. Qd5 Rf2 27. 
2 Qe3-+; 

ey, Odl Nf2 26. Ri2 Qes 27. 
0d4 Qb3-+; 
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an Bilby left) « ce 1Bleys Re Rose both won prizes in the | Booster Section at the Se fll 


Open in San Francisco. 


Photo by Elliott Winslow 





Attendance at Firecracker 
Open a Dud: What Happened? 


By Frisco Del Rosario 

The “Have a Good Knight” 
Firecracker Open held June 29- 
July 1 in San Francisco advertised 
an $8,000 prize fund at a four- 
star hotel in a glamorous neigh- 
borhood, but fizzled into the 
kind of tournament dud that left 
both organizer and players 
scratching their heads. 

Forty players showed up for 
the five-round Swiss System at the 
Fisherman’s Wharf Holiday Inn, 
while the prize fund was based on 
150 paid entries. After paying out 
half the advertised prize fund 
plus a $3,000 site fee, organizer 
Jerry Weikel lost more than 
$4,000 on this event. 

“If you’d have told me in April 
that I was only going to get 40 
people to turn out for this tourna- 
ment,” said Weikel, “I would’ve bet 
you 1,000 to one that you were 
wrong.” Weikel, whose Reno/ 
Western States Open draws great 
support from Northern California, 
believed that Bay Area chess- 
players would be eager for a high- 
profile event in their own back- 


Continued on Page 8 yard. “I was trying to develop 
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another Reno Open here,” Weikel 
said. 

For two weeks following the 
Firecracker Open, subscribers to 
the CalChess e-mail list — 
calchess-members@yahoo- 
groups.com — debated the event’s 
failure. Chessplayers were de- 
scribed as a “fickle, hard-to-please 
bunch,” whose reasons for not 
attending the Firecracker in- 
cluded: 

° es entry fe 
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chess Aaa in St es 
wrote, “How do players: 
organizer to rent a site, 
decent prize fund, pay 
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| 
— Wins Firecracker Open U2300): 


Continued from eae i 





Closed Sicilian 
Notes by NM Michael Aigner 


1. e4 


One of my goals for this 
tournament was to see how | 
matched up versus a strong 
opponent, but I didn’t anticipate 
playing the fourth-highest-rated 
player in the country. 


Keith Vickers, playing Black, tied for first place in the first of two action tournaments con- 
ducted in conjunction with the Firecracker Open. Dave Stambuch focuses on the white 
Photo by Elliott Winslow 


side. 
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1...c5 2. Nc3 g6 3. g3 Bg7 4. Bg2 
Nc6 5. d3 dé 6. Be3 


The game begins along the 
main line of the closed Sicilian. 
Although most common at this 
point is 6...e6, I have encountered 
6...Rb8, 6...e5, and the text in 
previous games. 


6...Nf6 7. h3 e5 


By playing his pawn to e5 
instead of e6, Black controls the 
light squares on the kingside for 
future attacking chances. Sucha 
choice signals the obvious: rated 
500 points higher than his oppo- 
nent, Black is playing to win. A 
less aggressive alternative is 
simply castling. 


8. Nge2 Beé!? 


This seemingly logical move is 
almost a theoretical novelty, as I 
found merely one game in 
ChessBase with this position. If 
my opponent sought to confuse 
me by leaving book, he certainly 
succeeded. 


9. 0-0 


The main alternative here is 9. 
f4 with the thematic idea of 





destroying Black’s kingside with | br 


10. £5. However, Black hasn't | * 
castled yet, so I chose a less | m 


committal alternative. | th 
9...Qd7 10. Kh2h5 11. Qd27)_| | 


This thematic move runs | 
straight into the main point of bo 
Black’s tactics: the weakness of F Me 
the light squares on the kingside 
More precise would have been 1). F 1 
Nd5 O-O-O 12. c3, after which | 
White controls the center. | 


11... Nd4 


One key concept in the closed 
Sicilian is the posting of a knight | 
on d5 (for White) or d4 (for Black) | 
The weakness of the f3-square 
presents another reason for White | 
to be unhappy with his opening | 
play. Fortunately, ...Bh3 is nota 
real threat yet: 12. Nd5 Bh3? 13, | 
Bh3 Nf3 14. Kg2 Nd2 15. Bd7 kd? 
16. Nf6 Bf6 17. Bd2 and White's 
up a piece. | 


12. Bg5 | 


With Black threatening ...Ng4 
to open up the h-file in some 
variations, this move anticipates — 


| 


A 


trading off minor pieces. r 
12...Ng4! | Ke 

And Black declines the trade! ™ 
The piece is immune, because i 


after 13. hg4 hg4 14. Kg] Nf3 15. if 
Bf3 gf3, White must return the M 
piece to avoid worse, thereby 
leaving his kingside shattered. _" 


13. Kgl f6! 14. Nd4? 


White should have tried 14. 
hg4 hg4 15. Nd4 cd4 16. Nd5 fg5 
and although the open f- and h- 
files look mighty promising, Black‘ 
has no immediate breakthrough. ” 


14...cd4 15. Nd5 fg5 16. hg4 
Bd5 17. ed5 Qg4 


Instead, a series of trades Q 
leaves Black up a pawn with a Q 
promising kingside attack. Al- i 
though Fritz suggests thecom- jj 
puter defense 18. Rael h4 19.Re+ , 
Qh5 20. g4 Qh7, this leaves White 
with too many holes for Blackto 4 
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- probe. Remembering that bishops 
) | opposite color favor the at- 
| acker, I decided to burn all my 
bridges. Objectively, this plan 
| searly loses by force, but only if 
my opponent is prepared to find 
ihe precise move order! 


18, Qb4!? O-O-O 19. c4 
White's plan is to pry open 
| yoth the c-file and the long diago- 
| nalin order to destroy the safety 
of Black’s king. 


1 | 19 h4 20. 5 


© 


I$ 7, Ui: 


i 
| 
at 





; pug fly SA 
ite be 
; | 
i B 
3 
0.051? 


+ | Black seems to wins with 20... 

tg3, but looks can be deceiving. 

8 }21.c6 b6 22. f3 Qh5 23. Rfd1 Qh2 
(14.Kf1 g4 25. Qb5 Rdf8 26. Qa6 
|d8 27. c7 Ke7 and White quickly 

e! | uns Out of ways to delay check- 

mate. But 22. Qc4! Rh] 23. Bhl 

5 | 224. Kf2 R£8 25. Kel Qg3 26. 

Kd2 Qh2 27. Kel Rf1 28. Kf1 Qh] 
(29. Kf2 is spectacular yet drawn. 
tis understandable that Black 
/wanted to avoid any possibly 
drawish continuations. 


11,.Qc5 Kb8 22. Racl Qd7 


15 
For the first time in the game, 

ick | lelt like I wasn’t going to perish 

,, |laminiature. It must be a good 
ign when a grandmaster believes 
jour attack and retreats to defend 
wainst it! Even after 22...hg3 23. 
\c7 Ka8 24. d6 e4 25. d7 (25. Qg7 
(h4 26. Rfd1 Qh2 27. Kfl gf2 and 
tlack wins) a6 26. Qg3, White has 
Weathered the storm and has 

‘e# od chances to hold the bishops 

€ fopposite color endgame. 


© Eds 


This sacrifice to open up the 
long diagonal is the only logical 
move. If Black has time to play 
...Qd6 to blockade the pawn, then 
White’s attack is doomed. 


23...Qd6 24. Qb5 Qb6?! 


Black forces a queen trade by 
indirectly attacking b2. This ends 
White’s initiative and forces an 
endgame up two pawns, but with 
bishops of opposite color. Per- 
haps 24...Qd7, preserving the 
pawn structure, was more precise. 


25. Qb6 abé 26. Be4 Rd6 


Here I assessed the position as 
giving White very real drawing 
chances because of his much 
superior bishop and more active 
rooks. If a white rook ever pen- 
etrates to the seventh rank, then 
b7 is indefensible, but Black’s still 
up two pawns. 


27. Kg2 Bf8 


The bishop is heading to d6 to 
guard the c7 penetration square. 


28. Rc4?! 


Better was 28...Rc2, defending 
the kingside while preparing to 
double on the c-file. 
28...Rf6 29. gh4! 


After 29. Rfcl h3, White’s king 
has no choice but to sit passively 
on h2 in front of the black passed 
pawn. This violates the rule of 
activating all your pieces in an 
endgame. After the text, Black’s 
kingside pawns are far weaker and 
the half-open g-file provides 
attacking opportunities. 


29... gh4 30. Kh3 g5 
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31. Rg 1 : es 


by pushing pawns, White show 


have maintained hee status quo 
with a move like 34. Rg] or 34. 
Bd5. 


34...Rgf8 35. Kg2 RfF4 


Black has no other way to 
make progress other than by 
opening up the kingside with ...g4 
and hoping that White blunders. 
White now must look out for 
exchange sacrifices where Black 
eliminates White’s powerful 
bishop and advances his own 
passed pawn(s). 


36. R4c2 g4 37. fg4 Rg4 38. Kh3 
Rg3 39. Kh2 


39. Kh4?? Rg7 would have 
been tragic. 


39...Ka7 40. Rg2 Rg2 41. Kg2 
By trading one set of rooks, 
White’s king is no longer in immi- 
nent danger of checkmate. 
41...Ka6 42. b3 Bc5 43. Kh3 Rf4 
44. Bd5 | 
White avoids any tricks 
whereby Black sacrifices the 
exchange in an attempt to pro- 
mote the d-pawn. 
44...Ka5 45. Bb7 Kb4 46. Bd5 
e4!? 


Next Submission Deadline 
October 1 is the deadline 


for submissions to the Novem- 
ber/December issue of the 
California Chess Journal. 








on Seotember/October 2001 
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47. Be4 Kb3 


After the game, Wojtkiewicz 
told me that he played 46...e4 
with the intent of following up 
with 47...Re4 48. de4 d3. All 
variations win for Black except for 
one, which wins for White! 


A) 49. Kh4? d2 50. Rdl Kce3 51. 


e5 Kc2 0-1 

B) 49. Kg2? d2 50. Rdl Kc3 51. 
Kf3 Kd3 52:-e5 h3°53. e6 bh2 54. 
Ral Kc2 

oS Ke2ehel SOe7 DLO Sz: 
e8Q Qg2 mate 0-1 

C) 49. a5!! and now: 

C1) 49...Ka5 50. Rdl 1-0 

C2) 49...ba5 50. Rc4 Kb3 51. 
RcS a4 52. e5 a3 53. RDS Ke2 54. 
e6 d2 55. e7 d1Q 56. e8Q OF3 57. 
Kh4 and eventually White blocks 
check with his rook and queen to 
win the endgame 1-0 

C3)A9: 282 50, Ra) RES 3 L680 
b5 52. e5 Kc2 53. Rd2 Kd2 54. e6 
and the bishop can’t stop both 
passed pawns 1-0 


48. a5! 


Now the game is a dead draw. 
This my first half-point scored 
against a grandmaster in a slow 
tournament game. 


48...Kb4 49. ab6 Bb6 50. Rc6 


How not to write about chess 
“Given a combination of Geometric 
Symbols Positive which is coincident 
with the Objective Plane; then if the 
Prime Tactical Factor can be posted at 
the Point of Command, the adverse king 
may be checkmated.”—Franklin K. 
Young 
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Bc5 51. Rc7 Bb6 52. Rc6 Drawn 


White: Alex Setzepfandt (1925) 
Black: Walter Shipman (2301) 
Ruy Lopez 

Notes by Alex Setzepfandt and 
Frisco Del Rosario 

1. e4 


The first move of a six-hour 
game that started at 6 p.m. 
1...e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 Nge7 
4. 0-0 Ng6 

Black can also make room for 
his king bishop by 4...g6 5. c3 Bg7 
6. d4 ed4 7. cd4 d5 8. ed5 Nd5, 
and White has a small edge. 
5. d4 ed4 6. Nd4 Bc5 7. Nc6?! 

7. Be3 might be better. 
7...bc6 


7...dc6?! doesn’t give Black as 
much. There could follow 8. Qd8 
Kd8 9. Bc4 Ke7 10. Nc3 Rd8, 
where White’s pawn majority is 
healthier than Black’s. 

8. Be2 Qh4! 

This move might look odd, but 
it is quite powerful. 

9. Nd2 d6 10. Bd3 Bg4 11. Nf3 
Qh5 12. Be2 Ne5 

12:..Nh4 isn’t as good because 
of 13. Nd4 Be2 14. Ne2 with an 
equal game. 

13. Bf4!? 

White can’t avoid the doubled 
pawns so he might as well just 
make the torture end quick. 
13...Nf3 14. Bf3 Bf3 15. Qf3 QFf3 
16. gf3 0-0 17. Be3 Be3 18. fe3 
£5! 

I underestimated the weakness 
of the “hanging pawns.” 

19. ef5 Rf5 20. Rael Raf8 21. 
Kg2 R8f6 22. Rdl Rg6 23. Kf2 


23. Kh1 doesn’t lose a pawn. 
23...Rh6! 


Black’s greater mobility af- 
fords him a slight advantage. 
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Unfortunately, my king is ina 
prison cell. 


24. Rh1 


Cornering the rook. Perhaps 
24. Kg] is better. 


24...Rh3 25. f4 Rfh5 26. Ke2 


Rh2 27. Rh2 Rh2 28. Kd3 Kf7 29 | 


Kc3 c5 30. e4 Ke6 31. Rg g6 
32. f5 Kf6 


White would have some play 
aMer 32. elo: Sone. 


33. fg6 hg6 34. Rf1 Kg7 35. Rf4 
c6 36. e5!! 


I really like this move. White's 
rook is freed along the fourth 
rank, and Black’s pawns will be 
further weakened. 


36...de5 37. Ra4 g5 38. Ra7 Kf6é 
39. a4 g4 40. a5 g3 41. Ra8 


Rooks belong behind passed 
pawns, so this rook heads for g8. 


41...Rh7 


My opponent spent about an 
hour on this move! Black can’t do 
anything about annoying checks if 
he uses his king to Keep the white 


rook at bay: 41...Kf7?! 42. Ra7 Kf8 | 


43. Ra8 Kg7 44. Ra7 Kh6 45. Ra8, 
and so on. 


42. Rg8 Ra7 
The game could end in a 


perpetual check after 42...Rg7 43. | 


Rg7 Kg7 44. a6 g2 45. a7 g1(Q) 46. 
a8(Q) Qd4 47. Kb3 Qb4 48. Ka2 
Qc4 49. Kb] Qf]. 
43. Rg3 Ra5 44. Kc4 e4 45. Rg8 
Ke5 46. Rc8 Kd6 47. c3 Ra2 48. 
Re8 Rb2 49. Re4 
The game is probably a dead 
draw, but it took two more hours 
to prove it! 
49...Ra2 50. Kd3 Kd5 51. Rh4 
c4 52. Ke3 Rg2 53. Rh5 Kdé 54. 
Kd4 Rg4 55. Ke3 Kc7 56. Kd2 
Kb6 57. Rf5 Rg2 58. Kel Ra2 
...Ra2-a5 is the only maneuver 
to scare the white rook on the 
fifth rank, enabling the black king 
to come forward. 
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60, Rh8 

60. RaS would be a losing 
mistake, for after 60...Ka5, Black’s 
‘xtra pawn affords him the tempo 
‘needed to occupy e3, one of the 
3-pawn’s “critical squares”: 61. 
2 Kb5 62. Kb2 Kc5 63. Kc2 Kd5 
(4. Kd] Ke4 65. Ke2 c5! 66. Kd2 
{3 67. Kc2 Ke2 68. Kcl Kd3 69. 
Kb2 Kd2. 
0..Rg5 61. Ra8 Rgl 62. Kd2 

Now it was getting late, and 
1) Jerry Weikel and bookseller 
ay Blem dropped to the floor for 
naps. By 11 p.m., one could hear “I 
ope that kid knows the 50-move 
ule” in the hallway. 
(2..Rg2 63. Kel c5 64. Rh8 Kc6 
,Rce8 Kb5 66. Ra8 Rg6 67. Kc2 
6 68. Rb8 Ka4 69. Rb71 Rh6 
10.Ral Kb5 71. Ra8 Rdé6 72. 
tg8 Ke6 73. Rg7 Re6 74. Rg2 
(b5 75. Rg8 Re2 76. Kdl Ra2 
7,Rb8 Ka4 


The game was later drawn. 





‘\hite: Bryan Bilby (1455) 

lack: Barbara Goodkind (1121) 
Jutch Defense 

\otes by Frisco Del Rosario 


id4 f5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. e3 e6 4. c4 
4e7 5. Bd3 0-0 6. 0-0 c5 


Inconsistent with Black’s plan 
‘fcontrolling the white squares. 
(onsidering that she play s...d5 
lext, the c-pawn should help 
rm a “wall of stone” on c6. 


1b3 d5 8. Bb2 Nc6 9. dc5 
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International master Walter Ship has been one of neces s eens Byers i more 
than 50 years. Alexander Setzepfandt has been Northern California’s 6th-grade cham- 


pion for not quite that long. Photo by Elliott Winslow 





The al-h8 diagonal will stay 
open for his bishop as long as 
White remembers to make any 
recaptures on d4 with a piece, so 
there is no reason to make this 
capture away from the center. 


9...Bc5 10. cd5 


White often avoids this ex- 
change since ...ed5 fixes Black’s 
backward pawn, opens the e-file 
for Black’s heavy pieces, and gives 
some scope to the queen bishop. 


10...Nd5 11. a3 Be3 


Risky, since Black’s best minor 
pieces will be traded for an inac- 
tive rook after 12. fe3 Ne3 13. Qe2 
Nfl 14. Of1, and White’s queen 
bishop is especially pleased. 


12. Nc3 Bf4 13. Rel a6 


The move Black would like to 
play is ...e5, to control the center 
and to aid the queen bishop’s 
development, but 13...e5 loses at 
least a piece to 14. Nd5, while 
13...Qe7 loses to the same. 13...b6 
looks to improve the bishop by 
...Bb7, especially important in 
view of White’s coming threats 
against d5 (but e6 will figure to be 
Black’s problem then). 


14. Bc4 Nce7 15. Ne2 Bc7 16. 
Ned4 b5 
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cheap Bante parents set by 
leaving their children with us fora 
good part of the day. I really gota 
belly laugh from that one. | 
expect that correspondent didn’t 
see or forgot the scene in “Search- 
ing for Bobby Fischer” where the 
director is forced to lock the 
parents in a cage. We seem to 
have at least two relatives for 
every child playing in our kinder- 





2 through third grade sec- 
Sfdine does reduce propor- 
onally as the grade level in- 
reases, and no, we haven’t locked 
any of them in a school locker 
room yet. 

On June 23, just a few days 


after the end of school, the first of 


¢hree Weibel Scholastic Sum- 


Juads took place, drawing 
02 players. I provided a new, 


distinctive glass-like figurine on 


the trophies, and every quad 
winner received one of these 12- 
inch sculptures. While we did not 
have any four-way ties this time, I 
did have to provide two or three 
trophies in many of the quads. 
This summer, each player who 
did not win a trophy in a quad 
received a medal, and the players 
who attended all three competi- 
tions but did not win a first place 





The top group at the Ree 23 Weibel Scholastic unde (clockwise from left) Michael 
O’Brien, who won the quad with a 2-1 score, Ewelina Krubnik, Anthony Hsiao, and 


Timothy Ma. 


Photo by John Tu 


in their quads will receive a 
trophy that says, “I Survived the 
Weibel Summer 2001 Chess 
Quads.” 

On July 6, a free non-USCF 
scholastic drew 80 players to the 
Hayward Main Library. The 
amazing thing was that the con- 
petition was on a Friday. For 16 
years, this tournament was held 
on a Saturday. Former CalChess 
scholastic chair Ray Orwig ran it 
for most of those years, but since 
I could not fit in with the library's 
schedule this year, I suggested 
that we conduct the tournament 
on a Friday. 

Obviously, the tournament 
didn’t lose any luster — we did fj] 
the room to capacity. Even 
though the tournament is not 
rated and medals are given in- 
stead of trophies, most of the 
players were U.S. Chess Federation 
members. 

The library provided enough 
medals for everyone tied at a 
specific place to receive a medal. 
They did not establish a 
tiebreaking procedure for gold, 
Silver, and bronze in case of a 
three-way tie for first, so all three 
got gold and then the next group 
of players got silver, and so on. 
Each participant received a certifi- 
cate. Yes, chess is for fun, but 
kids, and I think adults alike, do 
appreciate getting something for 
their efforts. 

On July 14, the Berkeley Chess 
School held its summer quads. 
They had one of their largest 
showings ever with 76 players. | 
understand that a large number 
signed up late. In Swiss System 
events, the director can give a bye 
to late entrants, or get them in the 
computer for the pairings, but 
this does not work with quads. In 
a quadrangular, we need to group 
by ratings, and avoid pairing 
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gularen from the same schools 
ad clubs. 

if a large number registers 
yte, a quadrangular will start late. 
the only saving grace is that most 
jildren play fast and by the third 
ame we seem to catch up to the 
gnedule. I would like to beg 
ople to get their entries in on 
ime. 

The second of the Weibel 
tholastic Chess Quads drew 264 

slayer, who played at time 
gntrols according to their rat- 
ngs. Those rated under 1000 
ed game-in-30-minute time 
ontrols and those over 1000 had 
{sminutes to complete their 
games. 

Eighteen quads of players over 
\)00 filled two separate rooms , 

‘md another nine quads — with 
jlayers rated over 900 — in still 
nother room elected to play at 
he longer time control. 

The other 39 groups played in 
he multi-purpose room, and with 
ych a large group of competitors, 
ihad to ask all parents to leave 
he multi-purpose room. I know 
he parents would love to watch 
heir children’s games, but when 
the crowds are so large, the 
arent noise is difficult to control. 

At this tournament we had a 
mall chess bazaar. Jay Blem of 
\ational Chess and Games came 
i from Southern California to 

ell his wares, and Kathy 
acLennan had her Proud Chess 
{om and Proud Chess Dad mugs. 
ficcess Chess School sold a 
wecially-priced chess totebag 
with heavy pieces and a clock at 
tstable. As always, we had more 
han enough food for the hungry 
layers (the directors, however, 
night still have room for sand- 
wiches-Editor.). 

Once a year, Bill Bynum, a 
acher and chess coach from the 
iggs school district up near 
chico, organizes parents who 
ing a number of players to at 
ast one of the summer quads. 

He told me how impressed he was 
With the growth of the tourna- 
Ment over the years. Obviously, a 
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Weibel Summer Scholastic Quads #1 
June 23, 2001 


Quad 1: Michael O'Brien (1487) 2 Quad 26: Devina Brown(866), Amir 

Quad 2: Aaron Wilkowski (1290) 3 Hashemian(855) 2 
Quad 3: Kevin Shen (1191) 3 Quad 27: Anthony Kang (864 after 9) 3 
Quad 4: Kyle Hui (1109) 2 Quad 28: Quinn Gibson (842) 3 
Quad 5: Andres Fuentes-Afflick (1202), Eric Quad 29: Adedayo Abioye (831), Daniel 
Tsai (1064), Ahmad Moghadam (1108) 2 Wong (818), Craig Wilmer (815) 

Quad 6: Jonathan Hollenbeck (1043) 3 Quad 30: Ali Hashemian (796), Eugene 
Quad 7: Shaun Tse (1103) 2b Tseng (779) 2 























NO 


Quad 8: Charles Fang (1086), David Chock Quad 31: Michael Ho (796), Kartik 

(1071) 2 Chillakanti (746) 2 
Swiss 9: Alvin Cheng (1070), Benjamin Tien Quad 32: Ryan McGee (771), Rohan Sathe 
(1026) 25 743) 25 

Quad 10: Corey Chang (1090), Ryan Ko Quad 33: Jonathan Hsia (795) 3 
(1085) 255 Quad 34: Adam Hock (765), Nathan Wang 
Quad 11: Phil Jouriles (1087), Saurabh (718) ZS 
Sanghvi (1069) 2 Quad 35: Aaron Li (761) ve 
Quad 12: Robert Connick (1044), Dustin Quad 36: Brandon Wong (749) 3 
Rudiger (1033) 2 Quad 37: Krishnan Venkata (722), Rahul 
Quad 13: Jason Lee (1007) 3 Bhatia (704) 2 
Quad 14: Alexander Chiou (1034) 3 Quad 38: Kenny Oser (574) S| 
Quad 15: Brian Lau (1003) 3 Quad 39: Isabel Tseng (746) 3 
Quad 16: Brian Chung(1007) 3 Quad 40: Martin Wilson (537) 3 
Quad 17: Roger Tjhia (970) Zo Quad 41: Dhananjay Vasa (533) 3 
Quad 18: Brian Lin (956) 3 Quad 42: Lawrence Washington (439) 3 
Quad 19: Arnay Shah (935), Marvin Shu Quad 43: Marcie Jhong (425) 3 
(917), Mahnoosh Moghadam (915) 2 Quad 44: Rachel Connick (231) 3 
Quad 20: Joojay Huyn (974) Ze Quad 45: David Fong (U), Maximilian 

Quad 21: Landon Hill (895) 3 Maraoquin (U) 2 
Quad 22: Gary Hsieh (910), Joey Hazani Quad 46: Thomas Lee (U) 3 
(905), Colin Koutney (892) 2 Quad 47: Luiz Uribe (U) 25 
Quad 23: Mark Kokish (895) 3 Quad 48: Chukwuemeka Uzoma 3 
Quad 24: Trevor Showalter (886) 3 Quad 49: Adrian Lai 3 
Quad 25: Michael Dittmer (873), David Swiss 50: Kevin Chan 4 


Smith (867) 


large reason for the growth is due 
to the dedication of the Weibel 
parent volunteers, the school 


Fe reahatatatetatetatetatatatatatatetatetetatatatetatatetetetatstatateteteratetat tae tease steers 
ae qe oretetececerereiprereees 





White: Timothy Ma (1354) mati 
Black: Anthony Hsiao (1477) : 62. D4, Une OF AEC 
Sicilian Wing Gambit : ae 
Notes by Frisco Del Rosario a 
1.e4 5 2. b4 

Fighting for the center by 
diverting the c-pawn from its 
controlofd4. ## . } }  #==Ss 


2...cb4 3. d4 oe! Pu 
Also playable is 3. a3, to 


further deflect the black pawn and 
enable White to support his center 
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This Issue’s Obligatory Wing Gambit 


Anticipating ...Nc6, but con- 


sidering Black’s bishop placement, 


7. Nbd2 makes sense for relieving 
the pin, and then meeting 6...Nc6 
with 7. Bb2. 


6...Nbd7 7. 0-0 e5 8. c3 bc3 9. 
Nc3 Rc8 


This can wait for Black to play 
...be7 and ...0-0. 


10. Rel 





10...ed4 


Perhaps Black is complicating 
the position in a panic over the 


thought of losing his a-pawn after 


10...Be7 11. deS de5 12. Ba7 0-0, 
but material, development, and 
pawn structure will be equal. It is 
a mistake to open the game while 
trailing in development, especially 
while uncastled ' 





after 13 ‘Od 


14. Be5 de des 15: 
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Qd7 Bd7 16. Ne5 or 13...Qd7 14. 
Ba7 Bf3 15. gf3 Be7. 


14. Rel 


Now White’s pressure against 
g7 makes it impossible for Black 
to castle safely, while White’s 
advance to e5 is on the horizon. 


14...Bf3 


Another loss of time, bringing 
White’s queen into the game. 
White’s center contro] and better 
development prove a Sacrificial 
try like 14...Be7 15. Bg7 Rg8 16. 
Bd4 Bh3 17. g3 insufficient. 
14...f6 and 15...Be7 is ugly, but 
might result in Black getting his 
king out of the center. 


15. Qf3 


16. e5 has matured as a threat, 


and now Black has to post a stop 
sign by 15...f6 or 15...Ne5. The 
knight move risks opening the 
game fully for White’s pieces. 
15...Ne5 16. Be5 de5 17. Red! 
Qg5 


17...Bd6 comes under heavy 
pressure on the d-file after 18 


Qd3. 17...Qc7 directly pins the 
knight on c3, while ...Qg5 does 5, 
sneakily. 

18. Qd3 Rd8 


18...Qg4, which also connects 
to the rook on C8, is the safest 
way to handle the threat of 19, 
Qd7 mate. 


19. Qb5 Ke7 20. Nd5 Keé 21, 
Qb7 

More aggressive is 21. f4 Qh4 
(Black loses a rook after 21...ef4 
22. Nf4 Kf6 23. Qg5 Kg5 24. Rdg) 
22.f5 Kd6 23. Qb4 Kd7 24. Nf6 
mate!. 
21...Rd7 


The last mistake. Even at this 
stage, 21...Bd6 is worth trying. 


22. Nf4 Qf4 23. Qd7 Kf6 24. Ro} 


Kg6 25. Rg3 Kh6 26. Qh3 Qh4 
27. Qh4 mate 





Making the Best of the Corraled 
Knight vs. Bishop Endgame 


The most lopsided example to 
illustrate the endgame principle 
that PIE OPS are better than 


woe Beene 
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1. Be5! Ke7 2. Kc5 Kd7 3. d6 
Ke6 4. Kc6 KeS5 5. d7 and wins. 


However, Averbakh mentions, 
White must be careful not to allow 
Black to sacrifice his knight for 
the purpose of a strong king play: 


1. Be5 Ke7 2. Kc5 Kd7 3. Kb6?? 
Nf6! 4. Bf6 Kd6 and draws 


Biggs High School senior 
William Terry and Berkeley Chess 
Schoo] student Kevin Walters 
reached a similar endgame in 
their third-round game at the 
Weibel Scholastic Quads July 21. 


White: William Terry (1154) 
Black: Kevin Walters (1193) 
Notes by Robert Chan, Kris 
MacLellan, and Frisco Del Rosario 


September/October 2001 | 


Cts 


nis 


Re} 
4 


ns, 


ns, 
llow 


lay: 
52? 


eSS 


ai 


10 


nn 


70 2 
Ba oe oe 


iaiate 
= “aa i 
“oa 





Both players had 2-0 scores, 
nd Terry, playing White, could 
jt invade with his king on e6 
{ter 


8, Kd5 Ke7 


nd neither could he persuade 
lack to Separate from his c-pawn 
i 

19, Kc6 Kd8 40. Kd5 Ke7 41. 

Kc Kd7 


o they called it a draw and each 
‘llow took home a trophy. White 
lid not play to capture the 

orraled knight by 


10, Ke4 Kd6 43. Kce3 Kc5 


If 44. Kd2, 44...Kd4 drives the 
shop away from e4 and lifts the 
estraints on the knight (for 
nstance, 45. Bhl Nd3). White 
hould play instead 


4, Bh 


Now the knight is dead, but 
lack has two extra pawns and a 
much more active king. Also, 
\hite’s pawns are poorly placed 
black’s g-pawn holds two white 
wns) and bishop is less mobile 
thile on the same color squares 
ishis pawns. Further, White's 
ok pawn queens on a black 
uare — If Black is able to trade 
he white g-pawn, White ought not 
lin with light-squared bishop and 
pawn alone. 

Now Black perhaps wishes for 
iwaiting move, so he could pass, 
hen follow 45. Kd2 with 45...Kd4 
{Kel Ke3 with strong king 
lenetration, but without a suit- 
ible waiting move available, Black 
makes a decoy of his knight now. 
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44...Nc2 45. Kc2 Kd4 
Threatening ...Ke3-f2-g3. 
46. Kd2 


46. Bc6 Ke3 — Black’s king is 
so well placed that White hasn’t 
an active move — 47. Kdl Kf4 48. 
Bd7 (else 48...f£5) c5, and Black 
ought to have enough counterplay 
to draw by winning the h3-pawn 
and pushing the e- and c-pawns. 


46...c5 


Black will also keep in store 
the idea of ...e4, ...Ke5 and ...f5 to 
trade White’s g-pawn. 


William Terry plays on the offensive line for the Biggs Hig 








shared first prize in Quad #5 at the second of three Weibel summer scholastic quads. 















Q 1: Aaron Wilkowski, Timothy Ma Z.2 
Q 2: Aviv Adler, Charles Fang ZS 
Q 3: Eric Tsai 2:5 
Q 4: Edward Chien 2 
Q 5: Kevin Walters, William Terry 2:3 
Q 6: Phil Jouriles 3 
Q 7: Owen Lin 3 
Q 8: Aaron Garg 3 
Q 9: David Chock 3 
Q 10: Tau Jeng 2.5 
Q 11: Ben Sklaroff 3 
Q 12: Daniel Tien, Nicholas Burke 25 
Q 13: David Rivera 3 
Q 14: Davis Xu, Mark Kokish 2 
Q 15: Mahnoosh Moghadam Zed 
Q 16: Elisha Garg 3 
Q 17: Craig Wilmer 2 


Q 18: Ryan Tu, Langston Hill, Diane Wang 2 


















Q 19: Brian Tsui, Yuki Siegrist 2.5 
Q 20: Adedayo Abioye 3 
Q 21: Daniel Wong, Govind Ramnarayan, 
Arnavy Shah 2 
Q 22: Kevin Hwa, Fredy Ferrer 25 
Q 23: Miles Mabray 3 
Q 24: Jeffrey Li, Geoffrey Chen, Kevin Tai 2 
Q 25: Louis De Pello, Rohan Sathe 2 
Q 26: Emmanuel Garcia 3 
Q 27: Elliot Sanborn 3 
Q 28: Anuj Verma 2.5 
Q 29: Brandon Wong, Alison Wu 2 
Q 30: Jonathan Hsia, Emily Chen 2.5 
Q 31: Alexander Lee 3 
Q 32: Alexander Lun, Lauren Williams, 
Stephanie Cheung 2 
Q 33: Isabel Tseng, Eugene Tseng 2.5 


Q 34: Nathan Wang 5th grade 
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Weibel Summer Scholastic Quads #2 
July 21, 2001 


@ 352 
Q 36: 
Hanson 2 
Q 37: 
Q 38: 
O39: 
Q 40: 
Q 41: 
Q 42: 
Q 43: 
Q 44: 
Q 45: 
Q 46: 


Jason Ni 2 
Q 47: Chris Mendieta 25 
Q 48: Tejas Mulye 3 
Q 49: Vivek Choksi 3 
Q@ 50: Yash Verma 2 
Q 51: Arthur Lindberg 2 
Q 52: Aditya Aiyer 2.8 
Q 53: Aaditya Sekar, Paul Carlisle Ds 
Q 54: D.J. Cerf | 3 
Q 55: Brandon Chen 

Q 56: Oscar Deng 

Q 57: Venkat Munukutla 

Q 58: Zack Hsi 

Q 59: Dalton Critchfield 


Q 60: 
Q 61: 
Q 62: 
Q 63: 
Q 64: 
Q 65: 


Chan 


Q 66: 


Photo by Dr. Alan Kirshner 








Nathan Wang 9th grade 3 
Shawn Conte, Sonia Gutierrez, Teddy 


Nicholas Goddard, Samuel Shih 2.5 
Tyler Riggs 3 


Ayush Kumar, Ahir Bala 2.9 
Stephan Carlisle, Kevin Mu 2 
Tyler Fair 

Stephen Lee 


Dylan Mc Carty, Paul Chen 
Sylvia Gutierrez 


WWNH W W 


Saveen Sahni 
Annarose Lindberg, Vincent Sheu, 


Dominic Garcia 

Rohan Chakicherla, Andres Chapital 
Noel Gomez 

Adam Alemayehu 


Thomas Lee 


WW WH WW WWD W 


Amir Hashemian, David Chen, Tony 


WwW NO 


Maraoquin Maximilian 
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of Hosting Scholastic Chess 


Hayward Public Library Tournament 
July 6, 2001 


8th/9th Grade 2-4 Sterling Deng 

1 Timothy Ma 4 Vincent Banh 

2-4 Owen Lin 3 Peter Ma 
Darwin Fu 5-8 Kevin Feng 
Aaron Wilkowski Kevin So 
Victoria Jang Jade Maghoney 
Ching-Lin Ni Ronangel Rojas 
John Larsen 2nd/3rd Grade 

6th/7th Grade | Kevin Liu 

1 Ryan Ko 2-4 Adam Alemayehn 

2-5 Edward Chien Donald Livingston 
Kimberly Anonuevo Kyle Feng 
Igor Garbouz Conner Carrejo 
Jonathan Hsu Indy Nelson 
Joseph Wong Richard Livingston 
Patricia Jang Tyler Hamilton 
Jennifer Wu Nicole Carrejo 
Nicholas Kole Kindergarten/1st Grade 
Kevin Chou 1-2 Griffin Sloves 
Torab Arya Satchel Genobaga 


4th/5th Grade 3-4 Jason Liu 
1 David Wu Robby Gordan 


White: Kimberly Anonuevo (1110) 4. Ne3 


Black: Edward Chien (1206) Prevents Black from pushing 
Queen Pawn Countergambit his pawn to e4. (KA) 
Notes by Kimberly Anonuevo, 4...Nf6 5. Be2 























iptive . d3 h6 





3.ed5 B 


ssive, but prevents a pin 
he knight on f6. (EC) 
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cause my light squares were weal 
enough already. (EC) 


8. dc6 Nc6 9. Be3 
Not yet 9. d4, when 9...ed4 19 
Nd4 Nd4 11. Qd4 Bh2 wins the 


queen, so Black occupies d4 first 
(KA) 
9...Nd4 

To clear the defenders away 
from White’s king. The knight is 


very powerful on d4, so White is 
compelled to exchange it. (EC) 


10. Bd4 ed4 11. Nd4 Bh2 12, 
Kh2 Qd4 13. Bf3 Bg4 


ae 
YW BW 
al a A 
Zed! Vi, i 


WI 


iy CY 





14. Ne4 


Now 14...Qb2 would lose a 
piece to 15. Nf6 Qf6 16. Bg4. (KA). 


14...Qe5 
With the idea that 15. g3 Qh5 


Hayward Library in Its Fourth Decade. 


16. Kg1 Bf3 is winning, but Black's - 


invasion on the white squares by 
16. Kg2 Qh3 17. 17. Kg] is not 
immediately decisive, because 
White first threatens 18. Nf6 and 
19. Bg4. (EC) 
15. Kg1 Ne4 16. de4 

White can try to keep the 
better minor piece by 16. Bg4, 
which leaves Black with a men- 
aced knight on e4, and if Black 
pursues his .kingside attacking 
plan by 16...f5, White can head 


Sentember/October 200! 


le 


leak 


10, 


rst, 





—- — oe 


2001 


;to a far better rook endgame by 
7.de4 fg4 18. Qd5 Qd5 19. ed5. 
6, Rads 

The other drawback to 16. de4 
sthat Black wins this tempo 
mmediately. 
17, Qe2 Bf3 18. gf3 

White didn’t want to give Black 
he seventh rank by 18. Qf3 Rd2, 
wt instead the rook can attack 
he White king. (KA) 

A bad mistake. Not only has 
\hite ruined her king’s shelter, 
he pawns form a wall that pre- 
wnt the white pieces from coming 
» the aid of their king. (EC) 
3..Qg5 19. Kh2 Qh4 20. Kgl 
id6 21. Rfd1 Rg6 22. Kf1 Qh 
nate 
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Edward Chien, playing Black, and Kim erly Anonuevo shared second place among 6th- 
and 7th-graders in the July 6 tournament at the Hayward Public Library. 
Photo by Richard Shorman 
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On the 100th Anniversary of the 
Capablanca-Corzo Match 


ly Frisco Del Rosario 


he Hayward public 
library was the site of my 
first scholastic event, 
back in 1972. That was 
fore parents were barred from 
he playing area, so when I lost my 
yst-round game against fellow 
fayward kid Kenny Fong, I threw 
ieces not at him but at his 
nother, who hovered over his 
houlder from move one. Mrs. 
‘ng was the original Bay Area 
hess mom, pushing Kenny to- 
ard a USCF master’s rating at 12 
-he was the first Northern 
‘aifornian (preceding Vinay Bhat 
nd Jordan Mont-Reynaud) to hold 
lhe “youngest master” record. 
After collecting my white third 
lace ribbon, Richard Shorman, 
who taught Kenny and me, pre- 
ented me with a copy of 
apablanca’s My Chess Career, 
ind said that the benefactor 
hought my third place result was 
‘good one, and that he wanted 
te to have the book. 
Mark Shelton’s name was 
iscribed on the inside front 





to me after a kids’ tournament in 
1972." 

“Oh, did you get it? I just gave 
my books to Shorman to give to 
Kenny Fong.” 

I turned to look at Shorman, 
who told Shelton, “I’m glad you 
said that, because I never would 
have said anything,” and then to 
me, “That book was meant to be 
in your hands, not Kenny’s. He 


cover. For a long time, I did not 
mention the gift in Shelton’s 
presence — remembering myself 
as terribly lazy, I probably re- 
sented the book because it meant 
work, and I probably saw it more 
as a reminder of a really crappy 
day in my childhood than as a bit 
of encouragement. 

After years of psychotherapy 
and some actual growing up, 
along with acceptance of self and 
acceptance of the notion that I 
play chess more like Capablanca 
than Tal or Bronstein (playersI # 
wanted to be, you see), I finally 
read My Chess Career on the way 
to writing my own book about the 
third world champion. Part of that 
growing up also meant thanking 
Shelton for his gift in 1972. 

“Mark,” I said, “first I want to 
apologize for never thanking you 
for the book you gave me when I 
was 9, and then, thank you, be- 
cause the book has meant a lot to 
me.” 

“Huh?” said the 
chessdryad.com webmaster. 

“My Chess Career? You gave it 
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The Greatest Game Ever Played 
bye a Child Chess Prodigy 


2...Nf6 or 2...d5, whereas 2. Nc3 
leaves nothing unguarded. 2... Ncg_| 
is a sensible developing move tha | 
coordinates with the e5-pawn, 
2...Nf6 hastens kingside Castling | 
but presents a target for White's 
kingside initiative after 3.f4q54 | 
feS Ne4, and then White can | 
attack the knight with d4, and Bq3 
or perhaps Of3. 


3. f4 


White threatens 4. fe5 Ne5 5. 
d4 with a commanding center. The 
solid 2. Nc3 shows its value again 
in comparison to the King’s 
Gambit move order 1.e4 e5 2. f4 
Nc6, when 3. fe5 is a bad mistake 
due to 3...Qh4 4. g3 (or 4. Ke2) 
Qe4. . 
3...ef4 


Both sides have made some 
sort of concession. White has 
sacrificed a pawn, a material 
1 3 mest = concession. Black has given up his 
Capablanca, at right, around the turn of the 19th century. control of the center, a positional 


Photographs courtesy the Edward Winter Collection CONcession. White plans to play d4 
es § ali bf4, after which his material 





was drawn, and as Capablanca two squares helps to control the loss is recovered, and his posi- | 
wrote in My Chess Career, “[that] center and develop the pieces. tional gains are clear — along with 
showed me that he had his weak- 4 gyeg the center pawns, White can also | 
nesses and gave me the necessayy , attack along the open f-file. | 


courage and:¢ aS ... White would like to place both However, White has made 
there ¢ on 1D : a in center, but while the some positional concessions, too. 
ay hn to win thi i He weakened his king’s position 

with 3. f4, especially the black 
squares— e3 and g3, whichwere | 
once controlled by two white | 
pawns, are now contested by a | 
black pawn, and the weakness of _ 
g3 introduces ...Qh4 as a danger- 
ous threat; for example, 4. d4 Qh4 | 
5. £3 fg3 6. Nf3 g2 -+. | 


4. Nf3 | 


A developing move that pre- 
vents ...Qh4, but the knight 
becomes a target of attack. A 
different type of game arises from 
4. Bc4 Qh4 5. Kf1, when White has 
lost his castling privilege — but 
more agreeably than 4. d4 Qh4 9. 
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(e2 or Kd2, which hinders his 
jieces — and White will soon 
arass the black queen by Nf3. 


1.99 

An important move. Black has 
ine nothing to further his devel- 
pment — the king bishop already 
iad a diagonal open — but Black 
just maintain his pawn on f4 in 
yder to contain White’s develop- 
nent. 

Should White castle, a rook on 
‘is limited by the pawn on f4, 
nd after White plays d4, the 
\ishop on cl and the rook on al 
nturn! are also kept under wraps. 
later in the game, the f4-pawn 
night be used to lead a black 
ittack on the kingside since it is 
he furthest-advanced unit on the 
ard. Only ...g5 effectively 
wpports f4 — ...Bd6 (which 
locks the queenside) and ...Qf6 
will be driven aside by e5 or Nd5. 


h4 
It is vital for White to under- 
nine Black’s support of the f4- 


awn, and immediately. If White 
nkkes a natural developing move 


Ike 5. Bc4, then 5...Bg7 6. h4 h6 7. 


iS hg5, and Black’s rook is 
motected. 5. h4 has further 
weakened the black squares 
round White’s king, however. 


G4 


The only good move to answer 
\hite’s threat of 6. hg5. Black 
annot support the g-pawn: 5...f6 
.Ng5 fg5 7. QhS sends the black 
ing on a death march, and 5...h6 
i hgS shows the h-pawn to be 
lnned. 5...gh4 makes a capture 
ut opens the road for the white 
(ing rook while giving White the 
ime to go about his business by 
.d4.5...g4 attacks a minor piece, 
naking a threat big enough to 
ep White distracted from his 
tlan. 


iNg5 


Going forward, and White will 
lay 7. Bc4 next with an attack 
gainst the black king unless 
lack makes another equal or 
ligger threat. After the dull 6. 

\g1, Black might compensate for 


his tender kingside structure with 
active piece play: 6...Bb4 7. d4 Nf6 
8. Bd3 d5, and the threat to the e- 
pawn gives Black an additional 
way to bolster f4 by 9. e5 Nh5. 
Black can also try the obstructive 
6...£3 7. gf3 Be7, when the f-file is 
blocked by a white pawn, which is 
much harder for White to get rid 
of. 


6...h6 


The only threat that Black can 
make, which coincides with the 
knight having no way out. Again 
6...f6 loosens Black’s position too 
much, and 7. Qg4 fg5 8. Qh5 will 
be the answer. 


7. Nf7 


The trapped knight makes its 
most aggressive exit, but it is 
more of a planned event than a 
blaze of glory. 


7... KF7 


ye ae 
_ 


ie) 
ies 





It’s worth a pawn in the open- 
ing to prevent the enemy from 
castling, but an entire piece? It is 
also worth a pawn to build up a 
strong attack, and White is count- 
ing heavily on charging through 


the overextended and fragile black 


kingside pawns, after which the 
black king will be most insecure. 
Even then, however, White’s game 
plan is very speculative. 


8.d4 


White gets around to advanc- 
ing his five-move-old plan of 


capturing the center and removing 


the pawn on f4. Black develops 
quickly after the materially- 


minded 8. Qg4 d6 9. Of4 Of6, but 


8. Bc4 d5 9. BdS Kg7 10. d4 is 
double-edged, where Black has 


four reasonable moves: 10...Nf6 


(most natural and threatens to 
trade), 10...Qf6 (supports f4 and 


menaces d4), 10...f3 (to confuse 
White’s kingside), and 10...Bb4 


(pinning). After 8. d4, White’s 
game will grow ferociously if he 
can continue with Bf4, Bc4, 0-0, 
while Q¢4 is in the air as well. 
Black’s options for mobilizing his 
pieces are far fewer, given White’s 
control of the center, but he must 
fight back! 





Juan Corzo was the champion of the Ha- 
vana Chess Club when it was one of the 
strongest and most active chess clubs in the 
world, but he is best remembered for losing 
three of Capablanca’s most brilliant games 
— the eighth and 11th match games in 
1901 when Capablanca was a young boy, 
and the brilliancy prize winner at the Ha- 
vana International in 1913, two years af- 
ter Capablanca had made his smashing in- 
ternational debut at San Sebastian. 
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Corzo-Capablanca, Eighth - 








Black has one trump in this 
position: he is a piece ahead in 
material, and White will therefore 
avoid exchanges. White should not 
play the natural 9. Nd5, for Black 
will reply 9...Nf6, developing with 
a threats to capture on d5 and e4. 
Neither will White pursue his idea 
of 9. Bf4, because 9...de4 discov- 
ers an attack on the d4-pawn, and 
when White recaptures by Ne4, 
then ...Nf6 again develops with a 
threat to trade. 8...d5 also de- 
fends the g4-pawn by unmasking 
the queen bishop. 


ater ele er eater ete a ete a ele ele ee ee ee eee « 


a : atch saw 10. Be 
Be 














Corzo mentioned this as an 
improvement after game six, and 
it does appear that Black is in 
trouble. His knight is under 
attack, and White has his eye 
again on Bf4, Bc4 (which would 
threaten a discovered check), 
followed by attacking black royals 
on the e- and f-files. 


10...g3 


Making the most menacing use 
of the square White conceded with 
his third and fifth moves. 


11. Kgl 


White’s king seems to be 
tucked safely into a triangle of 
white pieces while the black king 
is faced with the usual dangers 
after White opens the f-file begin- 
ning with Bf4. Black’s next move, 
though, shows that the security of 
White’s king is just an illusion, by 
continuing the thematic attack on 
the black squares. 


11...Nd4 


A successful attack on the 
enemy king requires three things: 
Greater king safety, greater con- 
trol] of the center, and-greater 


if3 and 13...Ne2. 


: seen his positional 
ate, and is probably 
Fe some material 
Hite continued along 
<path by 12. Bf4, 

iid play either 12...Nc2 — 
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Match Game, 1901 ’ 


threatening 13...Qc5 and 13...Qa] 
— or 12...Qf6, attacking the ne 
bishop and preparing 13...Bc5._ 
12...Qc5 would not beagood_ *? 
answer to 12. Bf4, because 13, Be} ie] 
effectively blocks the g1-a7 Sve 
diagonal. 7 
12...Qc5 4 

The most logical and aggres. |. 
sive continuation, threatening I 
mate in two, and making room for jg 
the bishop to develop. Ate 


13. Ne2 


YY 
A=U 


EUS BS 
~ pe ay Z 


J 





13...Qb6 ith 


An exchange of pieces helps Yee 
the side whose pieces improveas_ 
aresult of the trade. The trade 4s; 
13...Qd4 14. Nd4 BcS 15. c3 one 
betters the black bishop and the jst 
white knight, but after 13...Qb6!, jv 
Black’s threat of 14...Bc5 forces -]¢ 
White to trade, opening a line for om 
the betterment of Black’s queen 0. 
rook. | 


14. Qb6 im 

The only other possibility is ygs 
14. Be3, which loses to a series of joy; 
powerful moves: 14...fe3 15. Qhé } 
Bg7 16. Qh7 Qf6 17. Ng3 Qf2 18. ine: 
Kh2 Nf6 19. Qd3 Ng4 20. Kh3 Ne. 


14...ab6 


The menace along the g1-a5 pj 
diagonal is renewed — Black's jig 
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at two moves both threaten 
jeckmate — but White cannot 
ake breathing space for his king 
cause his bishop and rook lack 
bility. 

5,Nd4 


It makes no difference 

+ al hether White plays 15. Nd4 or 
,c3 in anticipation of ...Bc5, but 
prefers the move that enables 

i king bishop to develop. 


5.BcS 16. c3 Rad 


Threatening 17...Rd4 18. cd4 
i4 mate. 


res. |], Be2 


ng Making a flight square for the 

om for ing, and so limiting the loss on 
4to one pawn. If 17. b4, then 
/..Rb4 shows that the c3-pawn 
overworked. 


1.Bd4 18. cd4 Rd4 


Not only has Black won a 
awn, he has defended the f4- 
qwn again, so White’s queenside 
jeces remain confined. 


9. b3 


A last-ditch effort to take the 
‘nawn headfirst with 19. h5 is 
slow —19...Nf6 20. Rh4 Nd5 
tacks and defends — so White 
4s to rely on an alternate devel- 
ment for his queen bishop. He 
;obably even felt a bit fortunate 
jthreaten a skewer by Bb2. 


alps 9..NF6 


veas Black’s checkmating possibili- 
de along the gl-a7 diagonal are 

ine, but a back rank opportunity 
| the sists now. However, Black’s only 
Qb6!, ve to attack the bishop on e2 
ces. -19...Bg4 — would not deflect it 
ne for om the defense of d1. 


cel ) Bb2 Rd2 


If 20...Rd5, then 21. Bc4, 
iming. If Black were to make a 
ty1S ussive play with his rook on 
ies of iove 20, White would continue 
_Qhs |. Rel, or 21. Rf1, to make 
2 18. treats. 


3 NO Bhs 
The most aggressive move, 


-a) oping for Black to protect his 
‘5 tight by the self-pin 21...Kg7 


13. Be} 





(21...Ke7 is even worse, inviting 
22. Rel). Instead, Black’s sacrifice 
of rook for bishop enables the 
knight to join the decisive attack. 


21...Nh5 22. Bh8 


White has gained a bit of 
material, but no mobility at all. 
Superceding those two positional 
considerations are king safety and gee a 
enemy threats — Black’s attack on } es 
the white king is nearly home. : ee as 
22...f3 ee ce Oo 

Threatening to bring the last ees 
piece into the game with the ea 
strongest effect by 23...f2 24.Kfl_ ae | 
BfSand..Bd3 mate. go = 0000 eo Ug ie 
23. 9f3 Nf4 


orator eet etete 
anette et ete 


See 
fn’ sos 
oO 








oO eee eaten ee eta ate 
0 SO oe eat et ee 


Capablan a in 1895, 6 or 7 years old. 


Bh3 (with a view to 26. Bd4 Rf2 
27. Kgl Rfl 28. Rf1 Ne2 mate!) 26. 
Rh3 Rf2 27. Kg] Nh3 mate. Alter- 
natively, 24. Bc3 hits the black 
rook and leaves another square 
for the white king to run — there 
follows 24...Rf2 25. Rel Bh3! 
(threatening 26...Rf1 27. Rf] Ne2 
mate!) 26. Rh3 Nh3 27. Khi Rh2 
mate. 


24. Be5 Rg2 25. Kfl Rf2 26. Kel 
Nd3 27. Resigns 
White didn’t wait for 27. Kdl 


NeS 28. Rg] g2, when the g-pawn 
will cost White a rook. 


“y, KY, 
4 


UY, 4 


Y, j 
to Oe 


Black threatens mate in two by 
24...Rf2 and 25...Ne2, and if 
White anticipates that by 24. Rel, 
Black proceeds with Rg2 25. Kf] 





a 
Corrections 

The July/August issue contains some errors, for which we are 
sorry. The picture of Michael Pearson on page 5 was taken by Kevin 
Batangan, not Richard Shorman. The pictures from the Sacramento 
scholastic event on page 24 were by Michael Aigner, not John 
McCumiskey. 

Neil Brennen’s name was misspelled in the staff box. 

Frisco Del Rosario, not Riley Hughes, wrote the note on page 22 
suggesting that senior master Akopian’s 7th move was “reflexive, 
but not the sturdiest.” In case senior master Akopian wishes to 
smash someone at the chessboard for that note, it should be the 
editor. 

We did not neglect to include the answer to the Spassky-Larsen 
combination problem on page 27, we just wanted you to solve it. 

On page 15 of the May/June issue, we misspelled contributor 
James Francis Holwell’s name. 
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Three FIDE Futurities at Mechanics’ ‘ 





2.e4 d6 3.f4 Nf6 4.Nf3 Bg7 


Mechanics’ Institute FIDE Rating 
5.Bc4 Ne4?! 







Tournaments 
June 2001 This is risky. Safer is 5...0-0. 
sroup se 6.Ne4!? 
1 Carl Haessler A-2 Dae as He 
Ree, Roa gea tat 3.5.25 A more testing line is 6. Bf7 






Kf7 7.Ne4 Rf8 8.d4, where Black's 
bishop pair is more than offset by 
White's central grip and ready- 
made kingside attack. 


David Pruess 
Bela Evans 








Group B 












1 Adrian Keatinge-Clay 7-3 6...d5 7.Bb3 

2-3 Andy Lee 6.5-3.5 This is better than 7. Bd3 de4 
Matthew Ho 8.Be4 because after the text, the 

4-5 Russell Wong 6-4 pressure along the a2-g8 diagonal 
Shivkumar Shivaji will be troublesome for Black. 

bs 7...de4 8.Ng5 0-0 

1 Michael Aigner 8-1] 

5° NP Reber 6-3 Perhaps 8...e6 should be 

3-5 Gary Huang Pees played to neutralize the pressure 
Felix Rudyak from Bb3. Then Black could 






possibly castle queenside. 
9.Ne4 


¥ 
YU . : 


Anthony Rozenvasser 





During the month of June, the 


Mechanics’ Institute Chess Room 7) 7 
. GY 
yg] 



















In San Francisco conducted three Nes, 
tournaments for the purposes of [7 bi Vig 
establishing FIDE ratings for a, lw [ol 7 
young players in the Bay Area. 
The A group was run as a 
double round robin among mas- 
ters Bela Evans, David Pruess, 
Ryan Porter, and Car] Haessler. 
Haessler won with a 4-2 score. 
FIDE master Adrian Keatinge- 
Clay headed the B group at 7-3, 
{Mia chael.Aigner ran awa 
‘coring. 














“ fter spending a lot of 








rene ete ere ere area te 


ooo! By a.” wee. 


sorter eteet ete re hte terete t ttt W tate at etm ttm ttt ttt ht ttt FOF eee oe ee eee ee 
trerererets ete ee ele ee ee ee 8 ee 6 6 8 8 8 8 


sul 
10.¢3 ‘k'S 
Now I realized that 10...e5 h§ 
wasn't as good as thought becaugry¢ 
after 11.0-0 Black no longer has Si 
11...Qd4 to pick up the f-pawn. t. +) 
Black can't immediately tear dow) 1¢ 
White's center, the knight will be 
misplaced, because it cannot NY 
challenge White's strong knight 14. 
and it blocks c5. This brings yp jan 
an important point about calculaen I 
tion: If you're putting pieces on } 14 
good squares, then a calculation )c6 
error isn't so likely to hurt you, jdt 
but if you want to play a positiophay 
ally awkward move, you need to ble 
double-check that your analysis j 
correct. My failure to do this got 
me into a bad position and cost V2 
me time on the clock as I tried to tt 
recover. e 


10...Bf5 11.Qf3 


50 





ED ece 


Still needed in order to pre- 
vent d4, but Black has no active / 
plan. Here White should play 12. }Qf¢ 
Bc2 to secure the knight. Insteadj8 
we see a Series of mistakesin 4} 
which both sides miss a way for ;a)t 


Black to get a better position. 
12.0-0? Qd7? Wn { 
tive, 


Black gains the advantage |” 
from 12...ef4 13.NcS (Weaker are ltr 
13.Qf4? Be5 14.Qe3 where Black's). 
edge increases after 14...Bh2 If 1 
15.Kh2 Qh4, and 13.d4? Bd4) — ky 


13.h3? 4K 
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\fter 13.Nc5 Qe7 14.Nb7 e4 
je3, White's misplaced knight 
sufficient compensation for 
k's pawn minus. 

eS 4,h5? 


Cau e game is at least equal 

has swing 13...ef4 14.Nc5 (14.Qf4 
Wn. I+) 14...0c8 15.0f4 (15.Bd5 
a 116.cd4 c6=+). 

“\Ng3!? 

ight 14.Nc5 is still good here. I 
Sup janticipated when 14. Bc2, 
ilculazn I was prepared to bail out 
'§ on 114...Be4 15.Be4 f5 16.Bc6 Qc6 
ation )c6 bc6, which I thought I 
Jou, jd hold because White does 
)Sitiopghave a easy way to attack the 
‘d to bled c-pawns. 


Ysis if ef 4 


an On 14...Bd3, Black can survive 
ed to: - after 15.f5 (15.Rf2?! 

A) 15...h4? 16.fg6 hg3?? 
.Bg6+) 17.gf7 Kh7 (17...Kh8 
0hS Bh7 19.Bc2+-) 18.Qh5 Bh6 
hf6+-; 

b) 15...Bf1 16.fg6 Bd3 17.gf7 
0h5?! Bg6 18.Q0g6 Ne7=+) 
Ah8 (17...Kh7 18.Ne4! Kg6 
Jear) 18.Qh5 Bh7 19.Bc2 Bh6 
0h6 Rf7 is not clear, but I 
n't see any of this. Because the 
tgives Black a fine game—and 
nake up some time on the 
ck—I cut off the variation after 
.Bd3 15. f5 as too dangerous. 
Nf5 Qf5 16.d4 Bh6 17.g4!? 
Perhaps White should keep the 
awns on to help his winning 
mces in the coming endgame. 
tive Ihg4 18.hg4 Qf6 19.Bf4 Bf4 
y 12, fa Qf4 21.Rf4 Rae8 22.Rafl 
stead Je 
Nn  Akey decision. 22...Re7 was 
‘for ‘alternative, but if one of 
-  itk's two pieces has to be tied 
wn to f7 while the other can be 
e lve, lwould rather be able to 
are iltrate with the rook. 
lack'si.d5! 
- If White is not aggressive, 

ck will equalize easily starting 

th...Re2. 


4..Kg7?! 
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they om not work: 24. REG 6 (24. 4.46? . 
cd6 25.Rf6 Ne6 26.Rd1 Kg7 andz. 
Black has the advantage) 24...NB 
25.d6 Nd6 26.Rg6 Kh7 is equ 


24.c4 Re2 
24...067! 25.c5+/-. 
25.¢c5!? ‘ 
White takes a a si 


25...Rb2 26.Re1 


26.Rd1 is a mistake: 26...Rh8 
27.d6 cd6 28.Rd6 (28.cd6 Rhh2 
29.Bd5 Rhd2-/+) 28...Re8 29.Rd7 
Kh6 with a small edge to Black. 
26...Rh8 27.Rf2 


The game is even after 27.Re7 
Rhh2 28.Rc7 Rbg2 29.Kf1 Rd2 
30.Kg1. 


27...Rf2 28.Kf2 Kf6 


a a = 


At 


a se a = 


a2 


gatas 
anes 
ci “a 
“as y 





29.Kg3 b6?? 


Absolutely horrible. Black had 
covered d8 —White's potential 
queening square—with an immov- 
able object, but now when White 
creates a passed c-pawn with d6, 
he will be able to advance it to the 
seventh rank with an attack. How 
did such a mistake happen? It can 
partly be attributed to poor time 
management, but some of the 
blame must be placed on my 
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Black has no source of 
couterplay, so the rest is easy. 


38.Rb1 Rb8 39.Rb5 Kg6 40.Be4 
Kh6 41.Bc6 Kg6 42.Kf3 Rh8 
43.Be4 Kf6 44.Rf5 Ke7 45.Rg5 
Rh3 46.Kf4 Rc3 47.Bd5 Rc5 
48.Ke4 b5 49.Rg7 Kf6 50.Rf7 
Kg6 51.Rf5 Kg7 52.ab5 Rb5 
53.Bc4 Rb4 54.Kd4 a4 55.Rb5 
Rb5 56.Bb5 

Black played on too long 
before resigning. 


RS 


By Kevin Begley 


eon 


cae of e 


t ie tee 


y 


a Ss 
ae 


a 
te | a 


ea 


a) Helpmate in 3. 

b) Both rooks swap positions with the 
knights, then helpmate in 3. 

In a helpmate, Black moves first and by 
making only legal moves, conspires to get 
his own king mated. In these problems, 
White will checkmate with his 3rd move. 
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Summer Family Fun an Additional; 





Sacramento Chess Championship 
July 7-8, 2001 
Championship 

1 Ricardo deGuzman 4.5 $350 
2-5 Andrey Chumachenko 
Emmanuel Perez 
Giedrius Sulskis 
Walter Shipman £-> S50 
1-2X Jennie Frenklakh Saco t2 5 
Michael Aigner 
1-4A Michael Fitzgerald 
John Jaffray 
Martin Marshall 













Daniel Schwarz 3 15S63 
Reserve 
1 Sanjai Gupta 5 $350 
2 Bharani Bhamidipati 4.5 $200 
Mike Fitzgerald 
1-28 William Bynum Ax Si25 
David Johnson 
3-7B  Cuzear Ford a2 a0 





Alan Howe 
Anthony Hsiao 
Michael O’Brien 
Rutraj Pathak 
1-2 C Stephen McKee 2.5 sizo 
Tyler Wilken 
1-2 Unr Vincent Rubianes s+ “S40 
Shahram Safirian 












The Sacramento Chess Cham- 
pionship held July 7-8 was the 
strongest and best-attended two- 
day Sacramento event in several 
years, according to tournament 





wreceretereteteretetetetetetg’ wretet etree et ete 





undertook numerous other activi- 
ties in the greater Sacramento 
area. 





White: Monty Peckham (1854) 
Black: Mike Fitzgerald (1831) 
Closed Sicilian 

Notes by Mike Fitzgerald 


1. e4 


In the last-round game for the 
first prize in Class A at the Sacra- 
mento Chess Championship, 
White succumbs to Naked King 
Syndrome. 


1...c5 2. Nc3 e6 3. g3 d5 4. ed5 
ed5 5. d4!? 


Opening up the Closed Sicil- 
ian. It’s a free country. MCO gives 
>. Bg2 Nf6 6. Nge2 d4 and Black 
has it easy. White’s idea is pres- 
sure against Black’s d-pawn. 


5...c4 


Ducking the natural 5...cd4 6. 
Qd4 Be6 7. Bg2 Nc6 8. Qdl Nf6 9. 
Bg5 Be7, fearing such hairy lines 
as 10. Bf6 Bf6 11. Nd5 Bb2 12. Rb1 
Bd5 13. Qd5 Bc3, although this 
line looks OK for Black. Instead 
we go into positions where Black’s 
d-pawn is always a move or two 
from victimhood. 


relate tetet et ete’ e 


SEES 


relate eee: 
tree ete e es 


Rae8 14. Neé feé 15. 
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Draw at Sacramento Championship 


Trying to switch the pressure 
to e6 with c3, Nf4, Re2, and so op 
but this momentary regrouping | 
gives Black a chance to seize the | 
initiative. 15. f4 was thematic. 
15...Ne4 16. Be7!? 

A complicated idea, tempo- 
rarily sacrificing a pawn to shatte, | 
Black’s center. Simpler was 16. 
Be4 Bg5 17. Bg2. 
16...Nf2 17. Qd2 Re7 18. Nf4 
Ne4 19. Be4 de4 20. Re4? 

20. Rad] was necessary. Now 
the “weak” pawn leads the coun. 
terattack. 


20...e5! 21. Ne2 


| 


\N 
. 


\ 


> 
+ 


4, 
UY 
“+4, 4 


ahs 


\ 


RR 
W Ng 
Mine 
> WW 


b\\ 
a 
NS 

\ 
SV 


~ 
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21...Qh3! 


A dynamic move, allowing 
White to have a strong passed d- 
pawn in exchange for attacking 
chances against the king. The 
prosaic 21...ed4 wins a pawn but 
leads to a grim battle after 22. Re7 
Qe7 23. Nd4 Qd6 24. c3 Qg3 25. 
Qg2 Qe3 26. Kh1 Nd4 27. cd4 Qd4 
28. Qb7. 


22. de5 Ref7 


Threatening mate on f1. White 
has no time to push the e-pawn, 
and is hard-pressed to stop the 
black rooks. 

23. Qd5 Kh8 24. Rf4 RF4 25. gf4 
Qe3! 
Continued on Page 28 
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| 14 For more information or tournament flyer contact Jerry Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., 3 TE 
ae] f 


rt Er 
5) |‘Reminds me of a European Chess Festival”,IM John Donaldson|y,_ 


~A Weikel Tournament~ 
19th Anual Sands Regency 
Western States Open 


Sands Regency Hotel/Casino, 345 N. Arlington Ave., Reno NV 89501 
ph 1-800-648-3553 or 775-348-2200 


October 19,20,21, 2001 Reno, Nevada 


6 Rd. Swiss 

$50,000 projected! 
(based on 500) 
$30,000 guaranteed! 
200 Grand Prix points! 





Free entry to unrated (must buy 1 year membership USCF)! 


15 Places paid in ALL (7) Sections!! Wed. Oct 17 7 pm Clock simul by GM Kudrin! 

TROPHIES FOR 1ST PLACES Thurs 7:30pm WBCA Blitz tourney & GM Simul! 
Open: $2,500 $1500 $1, 100.$1,000, $900 $800 $700 $600 $500 $400. Free Lectures by GM Edmar Mednis! 
(2400-2499) $1000 ( 2300-2399) $1000 $600 $400 (Under 2300) $1000 $600 $400 Sun 1pm Quick (G/29) 5 Rd Swiss! 


First in Each Section -Expert: $2000 Class A: $1900 Class B: $1800 Class C: $1700 Thur, Oct 18 30 board Simul by GM ?? 
Class D/below/adult unrated: $1500 Class E/below/Jr unrated: $500 
Over 65: $500 $300 $200-$100 Clubs: $1000 $500 $300 $200 


Sat. 3pm GM Edmar Mednis Free Game/position analysis, Sun Oct 21 1pm Quick (G/29) Tourney, Sun 9pm (?) G/15 
playoff match if tie for 1st place overall. Plus the countries BEST book/equipment conession (Jay Blem of L.A.) will 


be present throughout the tourney. 
DON’T MISS THIS ONE!!! 


7 Sections Open EF: GM-IM free, Masters $130, Experts $151, a a | 
others $201; Expert EF: $129; "A" EF: $128; "B" EF: $127; Play the site of 1999 
"C" EF: $126; Class D: $125 Class E: $60. ALL entry fees $11 100th U.S. Open 
more if postmarked after 10/01, $22 more if postmarked after 10/13 
or at site. $20 off to over 65 or under 20. Prizes based on 500 paid 
entries. 

Time control 40/2,20/1. Hotel: 800 648-3553 





Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com or see Chess Life. 





Cultural Exchange Brings Irish Kids to: 
Visit Berkeley Chess School Bishops * 


By Lanette C. Chan 

Many people view chess as 
Just a game, while others think of 
it as a great battle of minds ina 
world of 64 squares, but how 
many recognize its value in bring- 
ing people of differing back- 
grounds and cultures together 
through the common interest? 

During the latter part of June 
and early July, nine children and 
five adults from Straffan, Ireland, 
traveled to the Bay Area to visit 
friends they had made the year 
before, when a group of 11 Ameri- 
can children and four adults 
visited Ireland in a chess and 
cultural exchange program that 
positively changed their lives as 
well as the lives of their Irish 
counterparts. 

Elizabeth Shaughnessy, 
founder and president of the 
Berkeley Chess School and former 
Irish women’s chess champion, 
had thought of conducting such 
an exchange for many years. In 
August 2000, the top players from 
the Berkeley Chess School Bishops 


The Berkeley Chess School Bi 


got on a plane bound for Ireland, 
not knowing what to expect or 
whom they would meet. They only 
knew that they would be staying 
with the families of 
children who com- 
prised the national 
championship school 
team from Straffan, a 
small village in 
County Kildare, near 
Dublin. 

Although chess 
was the link that 
brought these chil- 
dren together, the 
American and Irish 
children shared much 
more. They came to 
understand that even 
though they spoke 
differently because of their ac- 
cents, lived more than 5,000 miles 
from each other and had differ- 
ences in what they ate and how 
they lived, they became friends. 

This year these same children 
and their families hosted their 
Irish friends. The Bishops team 





an cividicen, 





ADE 
BERKELEY 





ip KA 


deg) 
was comprised of: Corey Chang gl 
from Redwood City, Gabe Gordon site 
from Corte Madera, Nazee, Ahmag ile t 
and Mahnoosh Moghadam from yy x0 
Cerrito, Sam Petty from {lifo 
Kensington, Daichi anq 00d 
Yuki Siegrist from TI 
Orinda, Charlie Spragye a ( 
from Orinda, Ravi Verma if, < 
from Emeryville, and _ikla 
Aaron Wilkowski from af 
Oakland. rewC 

The Irish visitors — eb 
were: Peter and Sean _isec 
Coleman, Michael Devlin, ‘shi 
Lesley Fennelly, Robert jess 
Kelly, Niall Kiernan, Nita 
Robbie Lunn, Stephen _ pot « 
McDonald and Donal _sh« 
Spring. They were accom. TI 
panied by parents Marian ad a 
Coleman, Sally and Sean at 
Devlin, Eilish Fennelly and Carme] gret 
Kiernan. 

“These children were givena 
unique opportunity, something 
they will remember for the rest of 
their lives,” said Shaughnessy. 
“These young children were able 
to travel with their friends, stay 
with different host families but 
also see each other everyday. They 
had the assurance of being with 
their friends and adults they 
already knew while reestablishing | 
the friendships they made a year The 
ago.” 

The group spent several days 
at the summer chess camp offered 
by the Berkeley Chess School. In Ant 
the chess match between the 
Bishops and the Straffan kids, the 
home team won 13¥,-4Y,. A 
bughouse tournament was con- 
ducted in which the American and 
Irish players who stayed together 
were paired together as a team— 
Gabe Gordon and Donal Spring (2 
won in the top category. 








showing them the sights of the San Francisco Bay Area, but when the clocks started, the 
Bishops were all business, winning the match 13%-4Y, 

Photos courtesy the Gordon Family 
a ea i a ig gc are oe ~ 9p ips 





The Irish contingent had a (2 
wonderful time in the San Fran- 

cisco Bay Area. They were met DY ‘mm 
Page 26 
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raq ide the world-famous San Fran- 


FE Bt 
0 


na 


m- 


an 


n adtears in their eyes. “Will you 


1e] 


ey 


ib 
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of 


_jshing a welcome to the Irish 


of 


jmousine and driven to a wel- 
ming reception overlooking the 
n Francisco Bay at H's Lord- 

ips. [They toured the UC Berke- 
ycampus and walked down 
Jegraph Avenue where they 
ggled with the street vendors, 
sted Alcatraz and Chinatown, 


so Cable cars, and were awed by 
jifornia’s redwood trees at Muir 
pods. 

They got a true taste of Ameri- 
na on the Fourth of July week- 
jd, attending a barbecue and an 
akland A’s baseball game that 
is followed by a spectacular 
reworks display. During the 
seball game, they were sur- 
sed to see the A’s scoreboard 





less team. To top it off, they In northern California, treehugging is a viable occupation, so these Berkeley Chess School 
sited Marine World, the favorite students are in vocational training. 

a o! past of the American and summer?” was the query heard said she is considering a visit to 

pa children. from many of the Irish. Many of Mexico for the Bishops, or per- 

The Saag of departure ce ea the American children were heard _ haps Holland. Wherever the group 
idaffair. Most of the children to say that they preferred going to goes, it will surely be another 
Ireland to visit their friends rather wonderful and exciting adventure 
than anywhere else. Shaughnessy for the children. 


Chess Sets 


By the House of Staunton 


Sole U.S. Distributor for Jaques of London 





ereturning to Ireland next 








the Finest Staunton Chess 
Sets Ever Produced 
Antique Chess Sets Also Available 


For your free color catalog, 
send $2 postage to 

_ 362 McCutcheon Lane 

| Toney, AL 35773 


(256) 858-8070 — a 
(256) 851-0560 fax Visit our web presentation at www. ea com 
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Fitzgerald Shares U2000 Prize at 
Sacramento Championship 


Continued from Page 24 27. Qb7? 


There are worse things than 
being a pawn down—perhaps 
White expects 27...Ng4 28.Qg2— 
but after the stronger 27. Qd6 Ng6 
28. Rdl Re8 29. Rd2 Qf3 30. Kel 
Nh4!, the threat of 32...Ng2 and 
mate next looks irrresistible. 


27...Nd3! 


Surprise! 28...Qf2 mate is 
threatened, and White can’t reply 
28. Qg2 because the f-pawn goes. 
Therefore he must take. 27...Nf3!, 
menacing ...Re8, was also win- 
ning. 

28. cd3 cd3 


The unlucky knight can’t move 
or the black rook crashes through 
at f4 and mates in a few moves. 


Where Was 


different world than the Pacific 
Northwest of yore, where they can 
find chess activity without leaving 
their homes. “The Internet has 
drawn away a large mass of 
people,” he said. 


Forcing the king to the hot 
seat on fl. Black will then strive to 
crack White’s defenses while 
White’s rook is still out of the 
game. 


26. Kf1 Ne5! 








Firecracker: 


Continued from Page 7 


Wharf is one of San Francisco’s 
most famous tourist traps, where 
it costs $15-30 to park one’s car 
for the day, and BART stations are 
I, 
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29. Qg2 de2 30. Qe2 Qf4 3]. 
Kgl 

Not 31. Kel, since 31...Qg3 3) 
Kd] (32. Kd2 Rf2-+) Qg1 wins 
queen for rook. Black still has to 
be careful, because his back rank 
is weak. 


31...Qg3 32. Qg2 Qe3 33. Kh] 
RF3 


Sharply threatening ...Rh3 
while blocking Qa8. 
34. Qg4! 

Very sneaky! If now 34...Rh3 
35. Kg2, and White wins! 
34...Rf8 35. Rgl Qhé 36. Kg2 
Qd2 37. Resigns 


After 37. Khl, 37...Qb2 de- 
fends against the mate and wins q 
second pawn. 


Everybody? 


plans [for the holiday weekend] 
and simply didn’t want to change 
them for a chess tournament.” 
Aigner noted that players “plan 
for his Western States/Reno Open 
tournament month(s) in advance!” 
Weikel believed that the 
publicity he received through the 
efforts of the California Chess 
Journal, Burlingame Chess Club 
president Tom Dorsch, and Me- 
chanics Institute Chess Room 
director John Donaldson was 
sufficient. “It wasn’t the organiza- 
tion of the tournament [at fault 
for the poor turnout], and it 
wasn't the advertising,” said 
Weikel. “If [the Bay Area] had 
players that wanted a quality, 
major tournament, it was there.” 












CalChess E-Mail List 
E-mail calchess-members- 
subscribe@egroups.com 
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ext CalChess membership meeting October 7 


State Scholastic Championship 
to be Held in Monterey 






Letters to the 
Editor 


Dear Editor: 






























The CalChess board of direc- Peterson is the president of __ I would have appreciated it 
‘ors voted unanimously to accept _‘ the Chess Education Association, if giving permission to publish 
gholastic organizer Richard but he will conduct the CalChess my loss with my notes, that 
iterson’s proposal to conduct scholastics under U.S. Chess you'd have been sure to spell 


my name correctly. Who is 


he 2002 CalChess State Scholas- Federation auspices, he said. “It ‘ 
“James Howell”? 


ic Championships in Monterey on _- Will be USCF rated. It is not a CEA 


\pril 6 and 7. tournament.” Peterson plans for Other than that, | appreciate 
Peterson wrote that his goal $3 from each entry fee to go qe tremendous service to the 

it the 2002 tournament was to directly to CalChess. chess community. 

nllow tradition, such as the CalChess president Richard James F. Holwell 

suvenir scorebooks for each Koepcke said he is revising the Thank you again for your 

slayer, plus commemorative T- organization’s bylaws to recog- notes, and Iam sorry for my 

hirts, boards, and sets. He said nize changes in job titles and mistake.—Ed. 

hat a Scholastic organizer with duties. Dear Editor: 

vhom he worked in Arizona “was The board scheduled a general Congratulations on the 

un out of there on a rail for not membership meeting —open to honorable mention in the Chess 

yllowing tradition — this tourna- everyone interested in the ad- Journalists of America awards, 

ment iS going to be led by the vancement of chess in Northern although personally I feel any 

cholastic committe here.” California — for October 7 in publication with a Brennen 

Sunnyvale. article in it deserves first place. 






Incidentally, I may be the 
next editor of The 
Pennswoodpusher. Perhaps if I 
work really hard, I might come 
close to California Chess Jour- 
nal in quality. I’m too square to 
come close to it in style. 

Neil R. Brennen 


Shhhh—we could put a 
different cover on the same 
magazine, and send it to sub- 
scribers in both states.—Ed. 


Dear Editor: 









Join CalChess 


A one-year membership in the Northern California 
Chess Association brings you: 


‘Discounted entry fees into CalChess tournaments 
‘Six issues of the 


California _ Journal 


First runner-up in the Best State Magazine category at the I know youre probably not 


2001 Chess Journalists of America awards Lompetition fully pleased with getung only 
“is Boe Me ikon, sceocse SRE first honorable mention, but 


ica C8608 | | congratulations anyways on 
ce 
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exactly that. Good job! I'm 
already looking forward to the 
; next issue. 

ee ee ee Michael Aigner 


ee LD As usual, I plan for you to 
pee - write about half of it.—Ed. 
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ae ; oe I'd like to see some of the 


ee eee competition in the chess maga- 
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ae 
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ee 2 SS zine awards. CCJ seems to me a 
ee oe ee clear first place, no tiebreaks, 
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Burlingame 
Thursdays 7 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Club 
990 Burlingame Ave. 
Tom Dorsch 

(650) 322-0955 


www .burlingamechessclub.com 


Campbell 

Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Community Center 
Fred Leffingwell 
fleffing@cisco.com 


(408) 732-5188, (408) 526- 


7090 work 


Carmichael 
Mondays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 


4701 Gibbons 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:30-11 p.m. 
Borders Books and Music 
Hans Poschmann 
hspwood2@home.net 
(510) 656-8505 


Fresno 

Carl’s Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar at Dakota 
Fresno 


(559) 275-0905 


Hayward 

Mondays 9 p.m. 

Lyon’s Restaurant 
25550 Hesperian Blvd. 


Humboldt County 
Bob Phillips 
(707) 839-4674 


eee 
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Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 
Oakhurst 

Saturdays 4 p.m. 

Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 

(559) 642-6333 


Palo Alto 


Thursdays 12:30-2:30 p.m. 


Avenidas Senior Center 
450 Bryant St. 
(650) 327-2811 


Palo Alto 

Cafe La Dolce Vita 
299 California Ave. 
(650) 323-0478 
Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 


(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 

Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 
p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
915 27th St. 

Stewart Katz 

(916) 444-3133 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 


(415) 421-2258 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


San Leandro 
Saturdays 12 noon 
Everybody’s Bagel Shop 
1099 MacArthur Blvd. 
(510) 430-8700 


California Chess Journal 


Santa Clara 

Second Saturdays 2:15.6-15 
p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 
Francisco Sierra 


(408) 241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 Fourth St. 

Keith Halonen 

(707) 578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 
Mike Haun 

(707) 537-0162 


Stanford 


Meets weekly during school year 


Michael Aigner 
maigner@stanford.edu 


Stockton 

Fridays 7-11 p.m. 

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave. 


Sunnyvale 
Tuesdays 8 p.m. 
LERA Bldg. 160 
Ken Stone 

(408) 629-5530 
Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 
Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 
Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 


hometown.aol.com/Vvisaliachess/ 


myhomepage/profile.html 


Woodland 

Sundays 3-9:30 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Ave. 

Milo Nelson 

(530) 792-1064 
www.geocities.com/MJG99/ 
CHESS/WCG/ 


Yuba City 


Mondays and Wednesdays 7-11 


p.m. 
Carl’s Jr. 

Bridge St. and Highway 99 
Tom Giertych 

(916) 671-1715 
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Tournament Calendar 


wents marked with an star vx offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members, and/or the organizers are 
joking a contribution to CalChess from the entry fees. The California Chess Journal encourages participation in 


hose events. 
jate Event 


ptember 1-2 


Sonoma County Open 


Location 
Santa Rosa Ww 


CalChess 


like Goodall, 461 Peachstone Terrace, San Rafael 94903 (415) 491-1269 mike.goodall@worldnet.att.net 


indy Milburn (707) 538-4806 
eptember 1-3 


Southern California Open 


san Diego 


ina Markowski, 850 Del Mar Downs Rd. #241, Solana Beach 92075 (858) 792-2016 


markowski44@aol.com 


ptember 15-16 Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss#7 Sacramento vx 
hn McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1306 (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com 


ptember 22 


Howard Donnelly Memorial G/45 


San Francisco 


hn Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 


nwid@aol.com 


\ctober 6 


Enjoy Chess in Blaine Park 


Visalia Ww 


illan Fifield, P.O. Box 27, Visalia 93279 (559) 734-2784, fifiela@aol.com 


‘tober 6-7 LERA 
lod McCalley 


‘tober 14 


California Scholastic Quad #1 


). Alan Kirshner, (510) 657-1586, info@successchess.org 


\ctober 19-21 


19th Sands Regency Western States Open 


Sunnyvale us 
SanLeandro “x 


Reno tg 


rome Weikel, 6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 (775) 747-1405 wackyykl@aol.com 


\ctober 20 


J.J. Dolan Memorial G/45 


San Francisco 


ohn Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101 (415) 421-2258 


nwid@aol.com 
look Review 


lhe Immortal Game 


ly Frisco Del Rosario 
[read a good book lately. 

/ The Immortal Game by local 
iter Mark Coggins is a detective 
ivel in the style of Dashiell 
fammett, where the smartaleck 
vestigator keeps wry and cool in 
he face of all kinds of danger. In 
he case of Immortal’s August 
iordan, though, I always pictured 
im in black-and-white, while the 
st of Coggins’s Bay Area was 
scribed in color and texture 

| Kordan is often sinking into 
mething—like plush carpet or a 
lt tub or sleep—and Coggins 
vants the reader to be there). 
laybe Coggins intends that as a 
inning joke, when Riordan 
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comes across as a 1940s detective 
in a thoroughly modern San 
Francisco with its fetishist sex 
clubs and drag performers who 
have day jobs at tech firms. 

In spite of its title, there is 
very little chess-related in The 
Immortal Game. Coggins uses the 
Anderssen chestnut as a device to 
show that a computer chess 
product plays with a more human 
quality because it finds one of 
Anderssen’s deeply-intuitive 
moves in a position from the 
game. The software developer 
hires our hero to track down an 
ex-employee whom he accuses of 
stealing the source code, and 
Riordan finds the San Francisco 


California Chess Journal 


underground to be closely linked 
to high-flying Silicon Valley 
boardrooms. 

Riordan doesn’t visit the 
Mechanics’ Institute chess room, 
and when he is at the corner of 
Market and Powell, he doesn’t 
spot any five-minute profession- 
als. However, The Immortal Game 
does what you’d want a good 
mystery to do—it binds you to the 
investigator as he encounters 
likely and unlikely suspects and 
allies, finding red herrings and 
real clues along the way. 

Iread The Immortal Game in 
one sitting, because every time I 
thought I might put it down, 
something interesting and perti- 
nent to the case happened. 
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Jessie Jean’s Sonoma County Open 
Chess Tournament 





Sept 1-2, Sat-Sun, Labor Day Weekend 
$40 entry fee, $1000 guaranteed prizes 


Jessie Jean’s Coffeehouse and Deli, 1426 Mendocino Ave, Santa Rosa 

4-SS, G/2 Hrs (time delay preferred) 

Registration: 8-8:45 am Saturday 

Rounds: 9-2, 9-2 Sat &Sun 

Entry Fee: $40 in advance, $45 late registration after 8/29 or at site 
Discounts: -$3 CalChess Members, -$2 Seniors (62+) and Juniors (18-) 

Two Sections: Open, U1600 (3™ section may be added, no change to prizes) 
Prizes: Open $250-175, Best U2000 $200-125, U1600 $150-100 

TD: Mike Goodall (415-491-1269) 


Make checks payable to Mike Goodall 
461 Peachstone Terrace 
San Rafael, CA 94903 


Bring equipment, none provided 
USCF membership required 


Sandwiches and coffee/espresso sold at site 


Directions: Take 101 to Santa Rosa and get off at the College Ave exit. Go east on 
College about one-half mile to Mendocino Ave. Turn left on Mendocino and gO 
north about 1 mile to Pacific Ave. Jessie Jeans is on Mendocino just north of Pacific 
Ave next to Burger King. Parking on the far south side of the Burger King lot. 


Mail in info: 
ee ee ee eis ge ee Pela 


Name USCF ID Rating Section 
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fornia affiliate of the United States Chess Fed- the 
eration. A CalChess membership costs $15 CalChess Patron Prog ram Sep’ 
for one year, $28 for two years, $41 for the 
three years, and includes a subscription to the Recent financial problems at the USCF have impacted a variety of _,,., 
California Chess J | plus di ted : y we 
feck er eee pene ee ht DEO OP AINS: including those which formerly provided some funding to __,, 
try fees into participating CalChess tourna- rar a ver 
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for the same rates, but receive non-voting This resulted in a $2,000 shortfall to the CalChess budget — its fh 
membership status. Subscriptions, member- | primary expense is production and mailing of the California Chess the 
aU as ere a ote Sisca Daj | Journal, which has been expanded from four to six issues per year. et 
ence snou eda resse oO Frisco e ° ° ° 
Rosario at 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA Members of CalChess or interested parties who wish to support the ).. 
94402. quality and growth of chess as worthwhile activity in Northern Califor- | 
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submissions pertaining to chess, especially | CalChess, 126 Fifteenth Ave., San Mateo CA 94402. lad 
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or cattekin@best.com. All submissions subject Samuel Chang Dr. Don Lieberman nas 
to editing, but we follow the unwritten rule of | Peter Dahl Cure Muntan ME] 
chess journalism that editors shouldn’t mess | Tom Dorsch Dennis Myers i 
with technical annotations by stronger play- tin Fede Pail MeGinni , 
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February 2002 issue is December 10. Allan Fitie Michael A. Padovani Cali 
Ursula Foster Mark Pinto tug 
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De Guzman’s Romp through California 


Sacramento Chess Club Weekend 
Swiss #7 
September 15-16, 2001 
Championship 
|-2 Ricardo De Guzman 4.5 $225 














Philip Wang 
\Exp Michael Aigner 3.0 575 
|-2A Duane Catania 3. $63 
Monty Peckham 
Reserve 
| Teodoro Porlares 4.5 $350 
IC Bob Baker a $48 
Cuzear Ford 
Michael Haun 
Ruturaj Pathak 
|-3D Corey Chang 3. mae 
Brian Hall 






Trevor Showalter 


| Junior Michael O’Brien 3.5 $50 





by Michael Fitzgerald 
) The terror of September 11 
jidn’t stop Sacramento tourna- 
nent director John McCumiskey 
fom holding the Sacramento 
hess Club Weekend Swiss #7 on 
ept. 15 and 16, the weekend after 
he attack on the World Trade 
owers and Pentagon, but it gave 
werybody something more to 
think about than whether to 
sacrifice on f7. 

Three pre-registered partici- 
ants withdrew, and the talk 
ound the Best Western Expo Inn, 
where 60 players competed in two 
ections, Was as much about 
sama as Openings. 

Although major sports events 
vere cancelled nationwide, “I only 
lad one person call me and ask 
ne why I wasn’t canceling the 
vent,” McCumiskey said. “Every- 
dy else was of the opinion we 
ould go on.” 

Visiting Filipino international 
Naster Ricardo De Guzman and 
‘M Philip Xiao Wang won the open 
ection with 4%-% each. De 
uuzman has won four Northern 
‘alifornia tournaments since 
iugust, two at the Mechanics’ 


) \ovember/December 2001 


Institute, the LERA Sunnyvale 
Championship, and Sacramento 
#7. 

Top-ranked De Guzman took a 
first-round bye, then won all his 
games despite facing the 
tournament’s ruggedest schedule: 
De Guzman played against four 
masters, including IM Walter 
Shipman, and second seed FM 
Andrey Chumachenko, a Sacra- 
mento-area Russian immigrant. 
“Patience prevails,” De Guzman 
said, sighing in relief when 
Chumachenko resigned in the last 
round. 

To share the top prize, Wang 
had to defeat his Stanford team- 
mate Michael Aigner, which he did 
despite being two pieces down in 
a Wild fracas, and Wang also held 
a pawn-down draw against 
Shipman. 

In the reserve section, Bob 
Baker boasted the tournament’s 
only perfect score going into the 
last round but gagged on a “Fried 
Liver” attack that Teodoro 
Porlares somehow managed to 
serve up even though the opening 
was a Ruy Lopez. “I was told 
before the game to play a quiet 
positional game,” gnashed Baker, 
whose king was driven sadistically 
across the board. “It didn’t turn 
out that way.” 

Porlares—another first-round 
bye who finished with 4%—took 
$350 home to Fairfield. 
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On the Cover 


International master Ricardo De Guzman of the Philippines 
scored a hat trick between Sept. 15 and Oct. 7, winning three North- 
ern California tournaments in four weeks. At the Mechanics’ Institute 
Howard Donnelly Memorial, the Sacramento Chess Club Weekend 
Swiss No. 7, and the LERA Sunnyvale Championship , De Guzman 
won 11 games (six against masters) against no losses and one draw 
with 1763-rated Yefim Bukh in the last round of the Donnelly. 


Continues with Sacramento Swiss 


White: Ricardo De Guzman (2479) 
Black: Jim MacFarland (2299) 
Torre Attack 

Notes by IM Ricardo De Guzman 


1. d4 


I had quite a tight game with 
the seldom-used Torre Attack 
against MacFarland in round four. 
The game hinged on White’s 
timely bishop sacrifice on f5 to 
pave the way for his passed g- 
pawn. 


1...e6 2. Nf3 


An option is 2. e4, transposing 
to the French Defense. 


2...Nf6 3. Bg5 Be7 


An aggressive try is 3...c5 4. 
e3 Qb6 5. Bf6 gf6 6. Nbd2 Qb2 7. 
Bd3, with an imbalanced position 
— Black has a pawn but a weak 
pawn structure, White has devel- 
opment. 


4. Nbd2 


A logical continuation is also 
4. Bf6 Bf6 5. e4 d5 6. Nbd2 de4 7. 
Ne4 Nd7 8. Bd3 b6 9. Qe2 Bb7. 


4...d5 5. c3 b6 6. e3 Bb7 7. Bb5 
Nfd7 


Black does not want to play 
7...c6, Minimizing the strength of 
his bishop. In reply, White does 
not want to help Black free his 
game by exchanging on e7. 


8. BfF4 a6 9. Bd3 c5 10. Ne5 Nc6 


The black castled position 
comes under pressure after 
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Show Goes On in Sacramento the 
Weekend Following WTC Attack 


10...Ne5 11. Be5 0-0 12. h4 Nd7 
13. Qg4 (a dubious sacrifice is 13. 
Bh7 Kh7 14. QhS Kg8 15. Bg7 Kg7 
16. Rh3 Bd6 17. f4 Qf6! 18. Rg3 
Qg6 and Black has sufficient 
material for his queen) 13...Ne5 
14. de5 Qd7 15. 0-0-0 Rac8 16. 
Bc2 Qc7 17. Nf3 with possibilities 
of the Greco sacrifice, Bh7 fol- 
lowed by Ng5. 


11. Nc6 Bc6 12. Qg4 g6 


Again castling is scary after 
12...0-0 13. Bh6 Bf6 14. h4. 

13. h4 Nf6 14, Qf3 Nh5 15. Be5 
f6 16. Bh2 f5 17. g4 Nf6 18. g5!? 
I think it is much better to 
open more lines by 18. gf5 ef5 19. 
Be5 Rf8 20. h5! Qd7 (if 20...Nh5?, 
then. 21..Rh5 ¢h5 22°O0n5 Kd7 23. 
Bf5 wins) 21. hg6 hg6 22. Rh6 Rg8 
23. 0-0-0), and Rg] will continue 

to target the g6-pawn. 
18...Ne4 19. Be5 Rf8 20. Qf4 
Qd7 21. f3 Nd2 22. Kd2 <4 


MOT R/] 
Y 


\* 
VS 
Ses : 
~ S 
\ 


WW" 





23. Be2! 


Otherwise Black will have 
some chance of counterplay 
following 23. Bc2 Ba4 24. b3 cb3 
25. ab3 Bb5 26. h5 Rc8 27. hg6 
hg6 28. Rh6 Qc6, aiming at c3. 
23...0-0-0 24. h5 Bd6é 25. hg6 
hg6 26. Rh6 Rg8 27. Rah Be5 
28. Qe5 
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White’s main strength at this 
stage is his absolute control of the 
open h-file. An added attraction is 
his towering queen on e5, but 
Black’s next move is understand- 
able, forcing the exchange of 
queens. However, his main head- 
ache is still the h-file. 
28...Qd6 29. Qd6 Rdé6é 30. Kel! 
Rd7 31. Kf2 Kc7 32. Kg3 Rgg7 
33. Kf4 Kd6 34. Rh8 b5 35. Rb8 
Rh7 36. Rh6 Rdg7 37. Rd8 Bd7 
38. Rh8 

White had to be extra careful: 
38. Rh7? Rh7 39. Kg3 (39. Ra8 Rh2 
is also bad) Rh1 40. Ra8 Rg] 41. 
Kf4 Rg2 favors Black. 
38...Rh8 39. Rh8 Bc6 40. Bdl! 


Preparing for a break on the 
Strategic e4-square. 
40...Re7 41. Bc2 Rg7 42. Rh6 
Be8 43. e4! 

Brings the bishop into active 
play. 
43...Bd7 44. Rh8 Bc6 

Black is reduced to waiting 
moves, for there aren’t many 
options left. On 44...fe4 45. fe4 
Rf7 46. Ke3, Black’s a- and g- 
pawns are vulnerable. 


45. ef5 ef5 46. Rf8! Re7 





47. Bf5! 
The decisive blow. Black has 
no defense against White’s passed 
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pawns on the f- and g-files. 
47...gf5 48. Rf6 Re6é 


A good try, but also a losing 
cause Is 48...Kc7 49. g6 Re2 59. 
Rf5 Bd7 51. g7 Be6 52. ReS. 

49. Kf5 Bd7 50. Re6 Be6 51, Kt, 
Kd7 52. f4 Bg4 53. g6 Resigns 





White: Teodoro Porlares (1735) 
Black: Bob Baker (1566) 

Ruy Lopez 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. 
Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 b5 6. Bb3 d67, 
Ng5 d5 8. ed5 Nd5 9. Nf7 K¢7 
10. Qf3 Ke6 11. Nc3 Ne7 12, d4 
c6 13. Bg5 Bb7 14. Ne4 Kd7 15. 
de5 Kc7 16. Nd6 Qd7 17. Rfd] 
Ng6 18. Nb7 Kb7 19. Rd5 cd5 
20. Bd5 Kc7 21. Ba8 Be7 22. Rd] 
Qd1 23. Qd1 Rd8 24. Qf3 Ne5 
25. Qb7 Resigns 





White: Tyler Wilken (1396) 
Black: Corey Chang (1142) 
Stonewall Dutch 


1. d4 f5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Bg5 e6 4, 
Nbd2 d5 5. e3 Bdé 6. Ne5 Nbd7 
7. Ndf3 c6 8. Bd3 Qa5 9. ¢3 Ned 
10. Bf4 Ne5 11. Ne5 Be5 12. 
Be5 Nf6 13. Bf6 gf6 14. Qh5 Ke7 
15. Qh6 Kdé 16. Qf6 Bd7 17. 
Bf5 Rhf8 18. Qe5 Ke7 19. Bh7 
Rf7 20. Qg5 Kd6 21. Bg6 Rff8 
22. 0-0 Rg8 23. c4 Raf8 24. Qe5 
Ke7 25. Qg5 Kd6 26. c5 Kc7 27. 
Qe5 Kc8 

Blessed with too much good 
fortune, White puts his pieces 
away, then weakens his king 
position enough for Black to break 
in. A good example of not giving 
up, according to Corey’s dad. 
28. Bb1 Qd8 29. h3 Rg5 30. Qh2 
Rfg8 31. g4 e5 32. de5 Bg4 33. 
f4 Bh3 34. fg5 Qg5 35. Kh1 Bg2 
36. Kg1 Bh3 37. Kf2 Qh4 38. 
Ke2 Bfl 39. Resigns 
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Santa Rosa Championship 
Chess Tournament 
at Jessie Jean’s 


Jan 19-20, 2002 Sat-Sun, MLK Weekend 
$35 entry fee, $1000 guaranteed prizes 


Jessie Jean’s Coffehouse and Deli, 1426 Mendocino Ave, Santa Rosa 

4-SS, G/2 Hrs (time delay preferred) 

Registration: 8:30-9:30 am Saturday 

Rounds: 10-3, 10-3 Sat&Sun 

Entry Fee: $35 in advance, $40 late registration after 1/14 or at site 

Three Sections: Open (1900+), Reserve (1500-1900), Booster (U1500) 

Prizes: Open $250-175, Reserve $200-125, Booster $150-100 

TD, Information: Mike Goodall (415-491-1269), Andy Milburn(707-538-4806) 


Make checks payable to Mike Goodall 
461 Peachstone Terrace 
San Rafael, CA 94903 


Bring equipment, none provided 
USCF membership required 


Sandwiches and coffee/espresso sold at site 


Directions: Take 101 to Santa Rosa and get off at the College Ave exit. Go east on 
College about % mile to Mendocino Ave. Turn left on Mendocino and go north 
about 1 mile to Pacific Ave. Jessie Jeans is on Mendocino just north of Pacific Ave 
next to Burger King. Parking on the far south side of the Burger King lot. 


Mail in info: 
re ee ee a age ee a ee ee ee 


Name USCF ID Rating Section 








De Guzman Wins Again at LERA, _ : 
17th-Seed Drake Wang Clear Second 





LMERA Sunnyvale Chess 
Championships 

October 6-7, 2001 
Championship 






















1 Ricardo De Guzman 3.5 $270 
2 Drake Wang Ss “S200 
3-7 Michael Aigner 25 Sito 
David Blohm 
Michael Pearson 
Agnis Kaugars 
Frisco Del Rosario 
Reserve 
1 Jahangir Ahmed 4 $180 
2-3 Jeff Mallett 3:53 126 
Gary Smith 
1-2B Todd McFarren Ss. wile 
Nicolas Yap 
3B Cal Magaoay 2.5 $60 
Booster 
1-3 Aaron Wilkowski 3.5 $90 
Raymond Canivel 
Glenn Leotaud 
1-3 D William Parker 3.850 







Tom Reale 


Nathan Wang 





Some of us who have played at 
the LMERA chess tournaments 
over the past 30 years never 
bother to learn that LMERA stands 
for Lockheed Martin Employees’ 
ue Association, and that 











WO 


Eric Pend slaved white peice Dara Chinnaiah in ae = of oil LMERA = 
Clhampionships. In the background, Matthew Haws is many moves away from holding 
the infamous rook-pawn-plus-wrong-colored-bishop ending. 





did — we're trying to keep his 
spirit alive.” 

McCalley, Richard Koepcke, 
and Peter McKone directed 76 
players in three sections. McCalley 
paid the entire advertised prize 
fund of $2100, which was based 
on 90 paid entries. The Lockheed 
facility accepted no money for site 
maintenance, and McCalley do- 
nated that part of the budget— 
between $150 and $200—to the 
Red Cross. 

Like he did three weeks before 
at the Sacramento Chess Club 
Weekend Swiss, international 
master Ricardo De Guzman took a 
first-round bye, then won the rest 
of his games to finish 3%-¥, and 
earn the $270 first prize. The talk 
of the tournament, however, was 
De Guzman’s third round escape 
against 14-year-old expert Michael 
Pearson. Pearson won a couple of 
pawns in the middlegame before 
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both players successfully raced to 
the first time control at move 40— 
Pearson maintained a winning 
advantage up through move 60, 

but was not aware that the second 
time control was at move 70. He 
banged out the 10 moves in eight 
seconds, but dropped a knight 

while doing so, and De Guzman MN 
went on to win. 

Drake Wang, who was seeded _ Sla 
17th in the 20-player champion- int 
ship section, finished in a clear ren 
second place for his 3-1 score. has 
The second-ranked 11-year-oldin _ itt 
the state with a rating of 1912, pla 
Wang drew master David Blohm ai 
and defeated master Bob Sferra. _pas 

Sixty-seven games were played que 
in the championship section over te. 


the weekend, and 24 of them tha 
resulted in draws. the 
McCalley and McKone are ore 


looking ahead to March for the 12 
next LMERA chess tournament. 
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white: Bob Sferra (2214) 

slack: Drake Wang (1912) 
larsen's Opening 

\otes by NM Richard Koepcke 
|,b3 d5 2. Bb2 c5 3. e3 €6 4. 
Nf3 Nf6 5. Ne5 a6!? 


As far as I know, this is a new 
nove, but the idea is logical 
mough. Black denies White his 
geferred deployment, which 
yould occur after the more com- 
non 5...Bd6 6. Bb5 Nbd7 7 f4. 


| 644Bd6 7. Be2 Nc6 8. 0-0 


Nimzo-Indian fans would 


| obably prefer 8. Nc6 bc6 9. 0-0 


illowed by c4, Nc3-a4 and Ba3. 
§...Ba7 9. d3 


If White wanted to maintain 
tis outpost at e5, a reversed 
stonewall Dutch with 9. d4 was in 
oder. Like his previous move, the 
ext is OK but somewhat passive. 


" 9..Qc7 10. Nd7 Qd7 





11. Nd2 0-0-0!? 


Castling queenside enables 
black to throw his kingside pawns 
nto an attack there, and also 
moves the possibility that White 
has of generating a quick mating 
ittack. However, White’s kingside 
llay is not that fearsome consid- 
ting that his king bishop is 
bassively placed on e2, and a 
qjueenside attack by Black should 
be easier to execute considering 
hat he enjoys a space advantage 
here. Hence 11...0-0 should be 
referred over the text. 


12, BF3 
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White makes no attempt to 
interfere with Black’s plan. Alter- 
natively, 12. e4 eS (better than 
12...de4 13. Ne4) 13. fe5 Ne5S 14. 
Nf3 Rhe8 (14...Nf3 15. Bf3 de4? 
16. Bf6 costs Black the exchange) 
15. Ne5 Be5 16. BeS Re5, after 
which White’s best option is to 
reach a marginally better 
endgame by 17. Rf6 gf6 18. Bg4 
Ps biockio 0; €f5 Of5.2 1). 
Qe2=. Also OK for White is 12. 
Nf3 Rhe8 13. Ne5 Qc7 14. d4. 


12...e5 13. fe5 Ne5 14. Rel h5 
15. d4!? Neg4 16. Nfl Qc7 17. 
g3 

An unfortunate necessity, as 


Black was threatening 17...Bh2 
18. Kh] Nf2 mate. 


17...¢4 


It is unclear whether the 
immediate sacrificial break- 
through 17...Nh2 18. Nh2 h4 19. 
Nfl hg3 20. dc5 Bc5 21. Bd4 will 
succeed. Black’s problem is that 
he has insufficient control over 
the center. 


18. bc4 Qc4 19. Qe2 Qe2 
Black should have lost his 


mating attack after this exchange. 


However, the queen retreat to c7 
would have left Black’s own king 
in as much danger as White’s 
after a subsequent 20 c4. 


20. Re2 h4 21. a4? 


White’s sense of danger 
escapes him. 21. h3 Nh6 22. g4 
Ne4 23. c4 was essential. 


21...hg3 22. Ng3 Rh3! 


22...Nh2 23. Rh2 Bg3 wins a 
pawn, but enables White to fight 
on in a long ending. The text 
looks toward a knockout blow. 
23. Bg4? 

This exchange does not help, 
though it is hard to suggest an 
improvement. Perhaps White 
should give up the doomed h- 
pawn with 23. Bg2 in order to 
gain time for counterplay else- 


where. For example, 23... Rh2 24. 


Nfl Rh6 25. c4. 


23...Ng4 24. Nf5 Bh2 25. Kg2 
Rdh8 26. Rh 
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26. Reel would have prolonged 
the game by providing the king 
with an escape route through e2. 
Now White is trapped in a mating 
net. 
26...g6 27. Ne7 Kd8 28. Nd5 
Rg3 29. Kf1 Rf3 30. Kg2 Rhh3 
31. Resigns 


White: Michael Aigner (2200) 
Black: Robert Whitaker (2000) 
Closed Sicilian 
Notes by NM Richard Koepcke 
1. e4 c5 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. g3 NFf6 4. 
Bg2 g6 5. f4 dé 6. d3 Bg7 7. h3 
Nh5 

In conjunction with his next 
move, this is a mistake. More 
common are 7...0-0, 7...Rb8, and 
1 sath Ue 
8. Nge2 0-0? 

8...£5!? is more consistent with 
Black’s 7th, though White gets a 
better position after 9. ef5 gf5 10. 
d4 0-0. 
9. g4 Nf6 10. 0-0 Rb8 11. Be3 
Bd7 12. Ng3 b5 13. Nce2 Qa5 
14. c3 b4 15. Bd2 


An unnecessary prophylactic 
move. 


15...Qb6? 


The queen is misplaced. Black 
should take advantage of White’s 
miscue by forcing matters on the 
queenside by 15...bc3 16. Bc3 

D b 






both sides) Q: 


Nd4. = 













Ne5 19. Nf4 Bc6 20. c4t 
After this, Black has 






mating net if he gre 
24...gh5 25. NhS (2 
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Re8 11. Rfel Bf8 12. e4 cd4 13. 
Bd4 Qc7 


Ncd8 30. Bg5 Ng5 31. Qg5 Kh8 32. 
Qh6 Rg8 33. Rf7 and mate follows. 
25. Ng7 Kg7 

25...n6 26. N7h5 ghS 27. Nh5 
f5 is difficult, but offers greater 
hope to save the game. 
26. Bg5 h6é 27. Nh5! gh5 28. 
Qh5 hg5? 

Loses immediately. The best 
hope is 28...f5, though mate is 

f 





14. Rac! 


Premature is 14. e5 Ng4 (White 
is happier after 14...de5 15. NeS 
Bd6 16. f4) 15. ed6 Bd6 16. h3 
Ngf6=, when White does not have 
a Satisfactory way to prevent ...e5 
by Black. A disaster would be 17. 
Ne5? NeS 18. BeS BeS 19. Qe5 Qe5 
20. Re5 Rad8&. 


14...Rac8 


White has completed his 
devlopment and has a space 
advantage, but he cannot improve 


Hurt’s Honor 


his position without rearrangin 
his pieces. Which pieces to rede- 
ploy? Possible are Bb2-a3, Nb1-c3 
and b4 followed by Nb3. The 
move played seems pointless, 
though it does remove the king 
bishop from a potentially exposed 
file should White eventually 
follow up with e4-e5. 


15. Bb1 Qb8 16. h3 Ba8 17, Qe3 
Inconsistent with previous 

play. Better is 17. e5 de5 18. Nes 

Bd6 19. Ndf3 Bf3 20. Nf3 e5, with 

a Sharp position and chances foy 

both sides. 

17...e5! 


An excellent decision that puts 
an end to any kingside attacking 
plans White might harbor. 

18. Bb2 a6 19. a3 b5 20. Ba2 

Based on an idea with a tacti- 
cal flaw. An improvement is 20. 
Bd3 bc4 21. Bc4 d5 22. ed5 NdS 
23. Qe2 with a slight edge to 
Black. 
20...b¢4 21. b4? d5 22. ed5 Nd5 
23. Qg5 c3 24. Bd5 cb2 25. Rc8 
Qc8 26. Ba8 Qa8 





27. Ne5? 


Loses on the spot. White 
cannot let the black b-pawn live, 
though the alternatives are dim: 
27. Nc4 Qd5 28. Nb2 Qb3 29. Qc] 
Qa3 with advantage, or 27. Rb] 
Qc6 28. Nfl Qc2 29. N3d2 a5-t. 


27...Qd5 28. Ndf3 Ne5 29. 
Resigns 
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ASUC SUPERB presents the last affordable chess tournament of the Bay Area... 


29tt ANNUAL PEOPLE’S CHESS TOURNAMENT 


An American Heritage Event 


a @ Saturday through Monday, February 16-18, 2002 Dy Go 


Martin Luther King Jr. Student Union, Corner of Bancroft and Telegraph Ave., UC Berkeley Campus 


$3200 Prize Fund Guaranteed in Five Sections | a > 
20 Grand Prix Points! USCF and FIDE Rated. . | 

ENTRYEEE! [>] Sa)/paeatr 930 mn S58] 
‘ist PLACE: | _$500/ $300 __—_-$290, $280 | $200 


2nd PLACE: $350) oes 1S a oF S150) $140 | $125 
3rd_ PLACE: $200 $75 


| 1400 $100 
2nd UNDER... | pel aa ns he 


















...1400 $50 


SECTIONS: All players eligible for Open Section. Reserve Section restricted to Under 1600 
rating. Unrateds must play in either Open or Reserve Section. 

FORMAT: 6-Round Swiss System in Open, X, A and B. 4-Round Swiss in Reserve (Sat/Sun) 
TIME CONTROL: 45/2+SD/1 in Open, X, A and B. 45/90+SD/1 in Reserve. 
ROUNDS: 11-5:30 Saturday, 10-4:30 Sunday, 10:00-4:30 Monday in Open, X, A and B. 
11-4:30 Saturday and 10-3:30 Sunday in Reserve. 

ENTRY FEE: All entries $5 more if received after 2/09/02. Don’t mail entries after 2/09/02, 
campus mail is slow. Players may play up one section for additional $5. 


DISCOUNT: $5 to UC students. ¢ | 
REGISTRATION: Register by mail before 2/09 or on site from 9-10 a.m. on 2/16. 
TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS: Richard Koepcke and Mike Goodall. 
INFORMATION: (415)491-1269, no phone entries! 

BYES: one % point bye available, must be taken at registration. » 


SEND ENTRIES TO: ASUC/SUPERB PRODUCTIONS-ACADEMIC GAMES 
5 Eshleman Hall, #4500, Berkeley, CA 94720-4500 


PARKING: $5 all-day at corner of Bancroft and Fulton. Bring quarters. 
BOOK CONCESSION: Provided by National Chess and Games of Anaheim, CA 


ADDITIONAL INFO: Please bring equipment, none provided. TD’s discretion may be used 
in assigning ratings. Young People’s Scholastic Tournament on Monday 2/18/02. Look for 


separate flyer or call for info. 
USCF Membership required, may be purchased with entry. 2 pst 2 2 2 éA 


SOOO SS SSS SEE SESSESES SESS OSS OOS SOS SS SSS SSS SSO SS SSS SSSSOSS SOSH SOST GOSS SSG PS SGSSSSHSOGOGOH GOSS OGOGHSOGSSOGHIO SIGHS OGHGOSS - 





NAME: ENTRY FEE: 
ADDRESS: : USCF ($40/yr.): 
CITY: STATE: WwW SUBTOTAL: 
SECTION: PHONE# Discount: 
USCF ID#: EXP.DATE: GRAND TOTAL: 





Make checks payable to ASUC/SUPERB 



















0 
Shorter Schedule, Lower Entry Fee : 
* 
Attracts 54 Back to Jessie Jean’s ° 
4 
Jessie Jean’s Sonoma County wasn't producing higher atten- $5 off the entry fee and retainin ng 
Sian dance. Some players complained the two-day, four-round format. nf 
Se sa 1-2. 2001 about the $80 entry fee, while 
: Snes é others moaned that five long White: Ben Haun (1809) 
1 Eugene Levin A $250] 8ames over three days was too Black: Eugene Levin (2200) ul 
DF Ban tcc: 3 $83 much. Weikel shifted his sights to. Torre Attack 7 
a eee oe poe eeeinans site laterin Notes by NM Eugene Levin 
John Jaffray a ea Sate SHIT IORL. 1, d4.NF6.2..NE3-065, Bashan, 
ee Meanwhile, the Santa Rosa e3 Nc6 5. 3 
BOL Sisivaad sponsors cut the entry fee in half, A bit too cautious. 
Bee shortened the time control and 5...h6 6. Bh4 d5 7. Bd3 Qb68. 
fea Wave eaeden 35 $125] Tana four-round tournament that Qc2? 
jeremy ronno netted a total of 54 players in petrer-would havebecae 
Upset Prize (333 points) Piet wae Wie pny 2plaay erie to leave a good square for ‘em 
MpetlGack $50 end event in Northern California. bish 
Although Labor Day events are aE 
Re Blaee WE Dosa normally six rounds over three 8...c4 9. Be2 Ne4 10. Nbd2 g5 
x if oe aes you don’t days, the sponsors left Monday 11. Bg3 Ng3 12. hg3 Bg7 13. e4 
succeed... give it a rest and give otf the schedule. | | White was getting a bit 
up. ; We tried fe it ia crowded for space. 
If Santa Rosa café owner Keith ee oe ey i Soe t a 13...f5!? 17, 
Givens and veteran Bay Area Ee eee ey aa er date 
iving them entry fees in the $35- A bit wild, but White is 
tournament organizer Mike oes y : r 
8 : 40 range that they are used to.” cramped, so it looks safe. bit 
Goodall had followed that advice, a. y F 
there would have not been a Goodall said 14. e5 Bd7 15. 0-0-0 : 
Impetus for the event started Neither side looks safe f 
fourth attempt this year at a with the frustration of Andy or " 


tournament at Jessie Jean’s Coffee 
Beans. 

“I needed 42 players to break 
even, So getting a dozen more 
than that allowed me to makea 


castling, but probably 0-0 was 
better, for Black’s pawn chain 
points toward the queenside. If 0 
White plays b3 to attack the 19. 
extended pawn chain, the c3-will 
become backward and very weak 


Milburn, a Santa Rosa player who 
could not find a Labor Day event 
on the Northern California sched- 
ule. With the weekend off and no 
aoe to play, Milburn said helping 






oa after an exchange on b3 followed . 
ome good games was better than py Rog, Mn 
15... 0-0-0 16. b3? mn 
Especially not now with the is 
king and queen lined up onthe wr. 
weak c-file. mu 
16...cb3 17. ab3 Kb8 19, 

Black's attack will be ready 
before White’s. 31, 

18. Kb2 Rc8 
Ouch! Threatening ...g4 fol- Wh 
lowed by ...Nd4. Bla 
19. Qd3 g4 20. Nh2? Ad 
The knight is out of play. NO 
ly distressed t Better was Ne1-c2. le 
suburban Hat: Ou! 

aS the 
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10... a5 21. Ral Re7 22. b4 Nc4 
3. Nc4 Rc4 


Not 23...dc4?, which closes the 
weak C-file. 


4, Ra3 Rhc8 25. Rhal Bf8 
i  Menacing ...Bb4. 
16. Rb3 Bb5 


Now all of Black’s forces are in 
he attack. 


17. Qd2 


‘\ 


SN 
a 
» 


Yy 
By a 
47 
a 

a 6 





‘ei 
4 7V 


17...Re3!! 

Although the game has been a 
bit ragged up to here, this is really 
avery pretty combination with 
several branches. 

28. Re3 Re3! 


The point of the previous 
move. 


19, Ke3 


If. 29. Qc3, then 29...Be2, after 
| which the white b-pawn will fall 
ind Black has an easy endgame. 

In 29. Bb5 Bb4, White loses his 
queen or is checkmated; for 
nstance, 30. Ba4 Ba5 31. Ka2 Ra3, 
30. Qe2 Qd4, and White is 
busted. 


19...Bb4! 30. Kb4 Bc4 
Mate is next. 
i]. Resigns 


Vhite: Eugene Levin (2200) 
black: Dean Howard (2120) 
Advance French 

Notes by NM Eugene Levin 


le4 e6 2.d4d53.e5 


Not the most exciting line of 
— the French, but it is hard for White 
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National master Bob share was ina SScond loci tie at ike Sonoma County Open held 


Labor Day weekend in Santa Rosa. 


Photo by Shorman 





to lose in this variation. It soon 
got a bit wilder than I had 
planned. 
3...c5 4, c3 Nc6 5. Nf3 Qb6 6. 
Be2 Bd7 7. a3 

Forces Black to make a deci- 
sion about the c5-pawn, since 
White will continue with b4. 


7...€6!1? 8. 0-0 
Perhaps 8. b4 was better. 


8...c4 9. Nbd2 fe5 10. Ne5 Ne5 
11. de5 Ne7 12. Bc4! Nc6 


If 12...dc4 then 13. Nc4 
followed by Nd6 and Nf7. 


13. Bd3 


13. Ba2, tucking the bishop 
away, was probably much better 
in retrospect. 

13...Ne5 14. Qh5 Nf7 15. Rel? 


This is madness! White is 
undeveloped and has a huge 


weakness on f2. Much better is 15. 


Nf3. 
15...g6 16. Qd5 
It wasn’t worth it! 
16...Bc5 17. Qf3 0-0 


CalChess E-Mail List 


E-mail calchess-members- 


subscribe@egroups.com 
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Oy vey! Now J am in for it! 
White has four reasonable tries, 
but unfortunately each one is 
complicated and consumes pre- 
cious time: 

A) 18. Ne4? NeS! (much better 
than 18...Ng5 19. Nf6 Rf6 20. Qf6 
Rf8 21. Qg5 Bf2 22. Kh] Bel 23. 
Be3! Bh4! 24. Bb6 Bg5 25. Ba7 and 
White is better) 19. Qe2 (Black 
also wins after 19. Nf6 Rf6 20. Of6 
Nd3) Nd3 20. Qd3 Bf2 21. Kh] Bel 
and Black wins; 

B) 18. Rf1 Ne5 19. Qe2 Bf2 20. 
Khi1 (not 20. Rf2? Nd3-+) Nd3 21. 
Qd3 Rad8 and Black is much 
better since material is even, while 
Black has better development, the 
bishop pair, control of the d-file, 
and the initiative; 


Continued on Page 29 
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CalChess Players Travel the Globe 
How We Spent Our Summer Vacations . 


ummertime is for getting a Ci 






















out of town and doing Ne 
things. Chessplayers, , 
though, tend to go out of 5 
town to, um, play chess. This 
summer, young players from 
Northern California took their ot 
breaks from school to travel to W 
Asia and Europe—Daichi Siegrist We 
of Orinda won the All Japan 6, 
Junior Chess Tournament in Be 
Tokyo, while Eric Soderstrom of 
Belmont represented the Burlin- 
game Chess Club at a club tourna- I 
ment in Stockholm. 

A trio of young masters— IC 
Vinay Bhat of San Jose, David bu 
Pruess of Berkeley, and Philip 1 
Wang, a Nevada product attending Q 
school at Stanford—were invited 
to the U.S. Junior Championship h 
in Tulsa, OK, at the end of July. 

Pruess annotates four games from kK 
that event. 

Steven Zierk of Blossom Hill 
trekked across the country to join first place in the Under 1400 Santa Rosa on Labor Day weekend 
1,300 others at the 29th World Section of the Bill Goichberg in order to fly to Birmingham, 

Open in Philadelphia on Indep ee Sweepstakes. Alabama, and participate in the 
dence Day weekend, and Zierk left California Chess Journal Alabama state championship, 
the City of Brotherly Love witha —gitoy Frisco Del Rosario missed —_—_ where he won the expert prize 
check for $3,667 after tying for the Jessie Jean’s tournament in and the brilliancy prize. 
ge Bhat Fourth at U.S. 
ead two goals: for the of the worst games of the year, 14 
three of us to score more than losing in the showdown for first 
ialf the score of the other seven place with eventual champion 60) 
, ayers, and for me to win the Hikaru Nakamura. A crushing cle 
tournament (actually, the latter blow, but of course, I refuse to 14 
Nas only my goal). Philip andI got regret taking the draw. fo 
off to good starts, but could not The tournament was a great an 
keep it up, while Vinay started experience, so now that I am too att 
poorly before dominating. In the old to play again, Ihave tourge fal 
end, we had convincingly attained Northern California juniors: get ste 
“the first goal. West Coast 16 - into this tournament, and thengo 4 
Rest of the Nation 29. Unfortu- win it! 
nate! i Now for some games... W} 
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In the second round, Philip 
quickly busted a higher-rated east 
coast Opponent, IM Justin Sarkar. 


White: Philip Wang (2349) 
slack: Justin Sarkar (2448) 
catalan Opening 
Notes by SM David Pruess 
|, d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. g3 d5 4. 
bg2 dc4 5. Nf3 Nc6 6. Qa4 
Philip likes this move in 
general, and he knew that Sarkar 
would play the following line, so 
was ready for it. 
}..Nd7 7. Qc4 Nb6 8. Qd3 e5 9. 
be38 Nb4 
9...Bb4 is also a main line. 
10. Qb5 c6!? 


The more usual move is 
10...Bd7. I have never seen this, 
but it does not seem worse. 

11. Q@e5 Be7 12. Na3 0-0 13. 
Qe4 

White must hasten to extricate 

the queen before ...f5 traps her. 


13...Be6 





14. Qb1 


Black’s active pieces give him 
some compensation, but it is not 
(lear how to proceed. One idea is 
14...Qc8 15. 0-0 Bf5 16. Qcl Qe6, 
locusing on the weak pawns at a2 
and e2, when the discovered 
attack 17. d5 Qd5 18. N moves 
falls short against 18...Be4. In- 
stead... 


14...Qd5? 15. Ng5! 
An original attack that gives 
White a big advantage. 
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15...Bf5?! 


Philip pointed out Black’s best 
chance: 15...QOf5! 16. Be4 Qa5, 
which interferes with White’s 
mate threat, then makes a double 
threat of his own. Therefore, 
White should settle for 16. Ne6 
with the bishop pair as well as an 
extra pawn. 


16. Bd5 Bb1 17. Bf7 Kh8 
17...Rf7? loses the exchange. 
18. Rb1 


18. Bb3 Bg6 (18...Bf5? 19. 
Nf7+-)19. Ne6 Rfc8 was a strong 
option. 
18...Bg5 19. Bg5 Rf7 20. Bd2 


With two extra pawns, Philip 
won easily. 

Here we see Vinay doing his 
thing in a game that I really 
enjoyed. 


White: Vinay Bhat (2496) 
Black: Steven Winer (2407) 
Moscow Sicilian 

Notes by SM David Pruess 


1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6é 3. Bb5 Nd7 


Most players prefer the less 
ambitious 4...Bd7. 


4. 0-0 Ngf6 5. d4 


I do not quite know what is 
going on with this gambit. How 
does White continue after 5...Ne4 
6. Rel Nef6? Perhaps 7. d5 a6 8. 
Bfl b5 9. b3 b4 10. c4 bc3 11. Nc3 
Nb6 12. Bg5 Bb7 13. Bf6 gf6 14. 
Nh4 with compensation. I am 
certain that Vinay would know 
what was going on there. 


5...a6 

Black secures the bishop pair; 
White has time and space. 
6. Bd7 Nd7 

6...Qd7 7. dc5 dc5 8. Qe2 Qc6 
also looks playable, though I 
prefer White. 
7. Nc3 e6 8. Bg5 Qc7 


Black needs to play ...f6 
eventually, in order to develop the 
bishop to e7 while avoiding the 
trade, so the immediate 8...f6 
suggests itself. 
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9. dc5 Nc5 


It is not a good idea to try to 
develop the bishop by 9...dc5 10. 
Rel Bd6 because of 11. e5. 

10. Rel f6 11. Bd2 


Defending the knight in antici- 
pation of b4. Now if 11...Be7, then 
12. Nd4 b5 13. b4 Nb7 leaves the 
black knight poorly placed. 
11...b5 12. b4 Nd7 13. a4 

Hurrying to gain the upper 
hand on the queenside. 
13...ba4 14. Na4 Be7 15. c4 


t 


OHV 


Up 


UY, 
L 
UY Y 


Us 
Up 
fA 





15...Rb8 


The pawn is immune: 
15...Qc4? 16. Rc] Qa2 (16...Qb5 
17. Nd4 followed by Ne6) 17. Nc3 
Qa3 (17...Qc4 18. Nd5) 18. Rb], 
and the queen is trapped. 


16. h4 


A useful move. White is look- 
ing around to see what he can do 
on the whole board. ...f6 has 
weakened the black kingside, and 
perhaps the h-pawn can worsen 


2001 U.S. Junior Invitational 
Championship 
July 27-29 « Tulsa, OK 
1 Hikaru Nakamura NewYork 7.5 
Berkeley 6.5 







David Pruess 









Dmitry Schneider New York 
4 Vinay Bhat San Jose 55 
5 Andrei Zaremba__—i Texas 4.5 
6-8 Todd Andrews Tennessee 3 
Justin Sarkar New York 
Philip Wang Stanford 
9 Steven Winer Vermont iva 






Asuka Nakamura New York 











Northern California Masters Achieve 
Their Collective Aim at U.S. Junior 


that situation. Now if 16... Qc4?, 
then 17. Rcl Qa2 18. Nc3 Qa3 19. 
Nb1 Qa2 20. Rc2 Qal 21. Bc3 Qa4 
22. Bf6, with threats of 23. Bg7 
and 23. Rc8. 


16...0-0 17. Rel Rd8 


Black posts his pieces to strike 
back in the center after White 
plays c5 eventually. 


Black has set up his blockade, 
so White sends the knight around 
to break it down. 


28. Nd2 Qe8 29. Qa2 Qf7 30. 
Qa4 Qe8 
Black offered a draw here, but 


White has a tactical resource for 
defending the pawn. 


31. Nb1 Rb8& 
18. hS Bf8 31...Rc6?? 32. Na3 wins an 
Obviously, ...h6 by Black exchange. 


would give up g6, a juicy square. 
19. Qc2 Nb6 20. c5 


20. Nb2 d5 is not at all what 
White wants. 


20...Na4 21. Qa4 e5 


To advance ...d5 at some point 
without the answer e5 by White. 


22. h6 g6 


4 Z Z 
Y Z ZZ 


Z 

G 

7 
U, 9/94; Z 
\ 4 
7 Ye 7 


32. Qa5 Rf7 33. Qa4 


White is patient. Eventually he 
will hit upon a way to win. His 
opponent still has the chance to 
err, and it is much harder for 
Black to remain patient in this 
position. 


33...Bb7?! 


Black is playing to prevent 
Nc3-d5—which is why we don’t 
see ...£5 here—but the bishop is 
unfortunately placed on b7 or a8, 
so he should’ve repeated with 





GANZ 
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35. b5 ab5 36. Qb5 Ba8 37. Bb6 


IN 
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4 
LA 
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38. ¢c7 Qe6 

After 38...Qb5 39. Nb5S, the 
threat of Na7 wins on the spot. 
39. Qc4!! 

The queen trade would end 
matters: 39...Qc4 40. Nc4 Rf6 
(else Nd6, and if 40...Rd7, then 4]. 
NeS) 41. Ba5 with Nb6 to follow. 
Black tries a tactical chance, for he 
cannot stop Nb5-a7, but White has 
foreseen the following. 
39...d5 40. ed5 Qb6 41. dé Bdé 

Or else 42. d7. 

42. Nb5 





42...Bc7 


Or 42...Be7 43. Rd7 Kf8 44. 


Rced1 and Rd§8, winning. Black has 


successfully captured one extra 


piece and the two dangerous 
pawns, but... 


43. Nd6 


And White takes everything. 


43...Bd6 


43...R£8 44. Nf7 Rf7 45. Rd7+-. 


44. Qc8 Bf8 


Or 44...Rf8 45. Qe6. 


45. Qa8 e4 46. Rd8 


White even demonstrates a 


simple plan to checkmate. The h- 
pawn does its job. 


46...Qf6 
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H., 


he 
as 


46...e3 47. Rf8 Rf8 48. Qd5 
yd mate follows. 


417. Ad5 Qe7 48. Rcec8 Kh8 49. 
ge5! Resigns 


On the first day, I had to play 
against the two highest-rated 
players. The tone for the whole 
iournament could have been set 
there, and if I lost against one of 
them, I might not have had the 
chance to catch them. Time for 
some nerves. 


White: Vinay Bhat (2501) 
Black: David Pruess (2376) 
Advance French 

Notes by SM David Pruess 


|.e4 e6 2. d4 


The first time that Vinay has 
not played some kind of King’s 
Indian Attack against me. 


1...d5 3.e5 b6 


An uncommon but very strong 
answer to the dubious Advance 
variation. White’s reply is also 
yncommon. 


4,Bb5 c6 5. Ba4 Ba6? 


Black is doing great after 
F.0D. 6. Bb3 c5. 


6, Ne2 Qh4? 


Black’s “point.” Clearly I was 
overexcited going into the first 
same. 


7, Nf4 


From here on, Black is strug- 
sling. 
1.6.99 


Else the queen must retreat to 
d8, after which it will be clear how 
little sense Black’s position 
makes. 


8.g3 

8. Qh5 is also fairly strong, but 
Iguess White felt that one of 
Black’s problems is the awkward 
placement of his queen, and 


preferred to keep the queens on 
the board. 


8...Qh6 9. Nh5 Qg6 10. Nd2 


During the game I was more 
worried about 10. Be3, which 
makes White’s development 





Chess Club finger notes once said draws are the death of chess. His game against re- 
gional compatriot Vinay Bhat at the U.S. Junior Championship in July resulted in a win for 


Pruess. 


Photo courtesy Green Country Chess 





easier, but the moves are probably 
of equal value. 


10...Ne7 11. ¢c3 


Of course 11. Nf6 only serves 
to misplace the knight, and move 
the king in the right direction, but 
11. h4 was already possible, and if 
White wants to play c4, then that 
is the way to go. Still, after 11.h4 
g4 12.Nf4 Qg8 13.c4 Bh6, I do not 
see what White has. 


11...Nd7 12. h4 g4 


12...gh4 13. Rh4 was too 
dangerous, for the white pieces 
become more active, while Black 
remains disorganized. 


13. Nf4 Qg8 


an 


M471 





14. c4? 


This move is bad, on the board 
and psychologically. If he had 
continued with either slow plan, 
14. Bc2 or 14. h5, I would have 
been unhappy about defending 
my position, and he would have 
been at home squeezing me. Now 
comes a burst of tactics, along 
with activity for Black, so I be- 
come a happy man. 

To get a good idea of how bad 
Black’s position was, look at the 
positions after 14. Bc2 c5 15. Bd3 
Bd3 16. Nd3 Nf5 17. Qa4 or 14. 
Bc2 0-0-0 15. Bd3 Bd3 16. Nd3 and 
17. 0-0. Black is so lacking in ideas 
in those positions, that I would 
imagine White’s advantage to be 
sizable. 


14...Bh6! 


The threat of capturing either 
knight forces White down the 
tactical road. 


Continued on Page 17 


Submission Deadline 
The submission deadline for the 


January/February 20072 issue of the 
California Chess Journal is December 


10. We’re not kidding. 
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State 3rd-Grade Champion Steven 









Zierk 


rounded kid involved in soccer 








White: Sang Kim (1317) 

Black: Steven Zierk (1234) 
Nimzo-Indian Leningrad 

Notes by Steven Zierk and NM Jon 
Frankle 


1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. 
Bg5 0-0 


ire ee Though Black’s 5th and 6th 
sei ae Be “2 moves are standard, most theory 
- ce “= involves postponing or even 

PE Bs omitting kingside castling. 


5. Nf3 h6 6. Bh4 c5 


rere eter et ete ta ete 
wratetet ete etet etal e a et ete eta a ete ete ete etn etete 


Steven Zierk, Northern 
California’s reigning 3rd-grade 
champion, went to Philadelphia 
on the July 4th holiday to play in 
the 29th annual World Open. 
Zierk scored 7Y,-1¥, in the Under 
1400 Section to finish in a tie for 
lst-3rd place and a $3,667 prize. 
He also earned the right to share 
father Jon’s Palm Pilot whenever 
he wants it. 

The elder Zierk uses the Palm 
for work, but Steven likes to use it 
for games — “I told him, ‘If you 
score more than seven points at 
the World Open, I’ll get you your 


, Y 
ZZ, 


| 
A 
1 


HH 


WN 
> 


LOR 





bank, out of the Z-vear-olc understandable attempt for 
reach, but his dad di édged play, as 8. Bg3 Ne4 
has a pho ooks good for Black. 


9. Bg5 cd4 10. a3 








bac < 


ation 10...Bc3 11. bc3 Qas 
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and baseball, according to his dad. 


Vins $3,667 at World Open 


(11...dc3 12. Qf3 is trouble for 
Black) 12. Bf6 Qc3 13. Ke2 q3 14, 
Kes Of. 
11. Qd4 Nc6 12. Qd2 d5 

Black can consider 12.. Reg to 
avoid the loss of the exchange. 
However, the text does free 
Black’s pieces, making the game 
easier to play than some of the 
cramped positions that might 
result with the extra knight for 
two pawns. 
13. Bhé 


13. ed5 ed5 14. Bh6 is a pawn 
better than the game. 
13...Ne4 14. Ne4 de4 15. Bf 
Qd2 16. Kd2 Bg5 17. Kce3 Kf8 

Black seems better after these 
exchanges. 
18. h4 Bf6 19. Kb3 Nd4 20. Ka2 
Bd7 21. Rel Bc6 22. Be2 Ne2 

A questionable decision, 
because the knight is more active 
than the bishop. 22...Nc2 is 
possible. 
23. Re2 Ke7 24. h5 Rh8 25, g4 
e3 26. Rgl 

A mistake. White can keep 
fighting with 26. Rh3 ef2 27. Rf2. 
The text enables Black to turna 
small advantage into a clear lead. 
26...ef2 27. Rf1 Bd4 28. Rd2 
Bg2 29. Rff2 Bf2 30. Rf2 Bh3 31. 
Rf4 f5 32. gf5 BF5 33. Rh4 Rh6 
34. b4 Bg6 

Taking advantage of the pin. 
35. ¢c5 Rh5 36. Rh5 Bh5 

Black is happy to simplify. 
37. Kb2 e5 38. Kc2 Ke6 39. Kd3 
Kd5 40. Kc3 e4 41. a4 a6 42. a5 
Bg4 43. Kd2 Kd4 44, Kc2 e3 45. 
b5 ab5 46. c6 bc6 47. a6 Bc8 48. 
a7 Bb7 49. Kdl1 Kd3 50. Kel e2 
51. a8(Q) Ba8 52. Kf2 Kd2 53. 
Resigns 
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French Defenders and Compatriots 
Pruess and Bhat Collide at U.S. Junior 


continued from Page 15 


15, cd5 


BT 
p ee 
att t- 
a 


£2 
a 

A ght 
«5 Y 


ae 





15..ea5 


15...Bf4? is a mistake: 16. dc6 
bd2 17. Bd2 Nf8 18. c7 b5 (Black 
can resign after 18...Nd7 19. Bd7 
Kd7 20. Qa4 Kc7 21. Qa6) 19. Qb3 
\d7 (19...ba4 20. Qa4 Nd7 21. 
Na6 Qg6 22. 0-0 Qe4 23. Racl Rc8 
14, Rfd1 Qa8 [Black cannot play 
14...Qd4 25. Be3 Qe4 26. Rd7 Kd7 
17. Qd6 Ke8 28. Bg5] 25. Bb4 Nd5 
16. Bd6 leaves White in full con- 
trol) 20. Bb5 Bb5 21. Qb5 Qg6 22. 
)-0 Qe4 23. Racl Qd5 (23...Qd4 
44,.Rfd1 Qd5 [24...Qe5 25. Qb7] 
5. Qa6 Rc8 26. Be3 Qa8 27. Qd6 
\b6 28. Bg5 Ned5 29. a4 Rg8 30. 
 Rg5 31. hgS Nd7 32. a6!+-) 24. 
Qa6 Rc8 25. Rfd1 and Black 
cagnot do much, while 15...cd5? 
loses a piece to 16. Bd7, and 
I5...Nd5? 16. Nd5 ed5 17. Bc6 
rrobably loses just as much. 


16. Nd5 


White cannot back down now. 
Black’s bishops would be very 
strong after 16. Nfl 0-0-0, for 
Instance. 


16...Nd5 
Sones ba. Das 4. 
17, Bc6 Nb4 


Interesting is 17...0-0-0, with 
the idea of 18. Bd5? Ne5S 19. Qa4 
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Nad3i 20. Kat Ni2: 21 et (21.Ke2 
Qg6 22. Be4 Bd3 23. Kb3 [23. Kc3 
Be4-+] Ne4 24. Ne4 Qe4-+) Qe8 22. 
Qe8 Rhe8 23. Kf2 Re2-+, but 
instead 18. Qa4! Nc7 (18...Nb8 19. 
Ne4 is a Similar situation) 19. Ne4 
Bcl 20. Rcl with an overwhelming 
attack. 


18. Bd7 Kd7 19. Qa4 Kd8 20. 
Qb4 





20...Qg6 


The smoke has cleared, and a 
new game begins. White has to 
play most accurately to avoid 
disaster, starting with 21. Qa3! 
Then Black has: 

A) 21... Bb7? 22. 0-0! Bd2? 23. 
Bd2 Qe4 24. Bg5 leads to mate; 

B) 21... bdad2 22. Kd2 Oe4 23. 
Qa6 Qhi 24. Qe2 h5 25. Kd3 Kd7 
26. b3 with a complicated fight ; 
but Black’s chances should be ©: 





21. f4? 


Now Black wins, which would 
also be the case after 21. Qd6? 
Qd6 22. ed6 Re8 23. Kdl Be2 24. 
Kc2 Rc8 25. Kb3 Bd3, and White 
will soon lose a piece. 


21...gf3 22. Kf2 Rc8 23. Qa3 


White can no longer offer any 
resistance: 23. Qd6 Qd6 24. ed6 
Rc2 1s easy. 


23...Rc2 


Now 24. Qa6 Bd2 leads to 
mate. 


24. Rdl Be2 25. Qa7 
The game continues because 
of time trouble. 
25...Bd1 26. Qa8 Kd7 27. Qb7 
Ke8 28. h5 Qc6 29. Qb8 Qc8 30. 
Qb6 Bd2 31. Bd2 Rd2 32. Ke3 
The alternatives all lead to 
checkmate immediately. 
32...Re2 33. Kf4 Rg8 34. Qb5 
Kf8 35. Qb4 Kg7 36. Qe7 


36. Rd] Kh8 and mates. 


36...Kh8 37. QfF6 Rg7 38. Qh4 
Qa8 39. Kf5 Bc2 40. Resigns 
Going into round 2, I am just 
as nervous. Having some clue 
about the opening for once Hee 
that, however And): 50.0R:- 804 . 


eee eI ae Wie se e's 
Be yr pos 20 oe oe one sou 


preferred; ee 


©2122 BO3 22. 14 fs: Z230KiZ 
Rg8s (Black must also be careful: 


23...Rc8? 24. hS!) 24. Rgl (24. Qd6 


Qd6 25. ed6 Rc8-+) and this is too 
complicated. One important line 
might be 24...Rc8 25. h5 (25. Qd6 
Qd6 26. ed6 Rc2 27. Kf3 f5-+) Qh5 
26.0d3 Ob2 2/e#kt) KRc2 28. OFS 
Bd2 29. Qd5 (also 29. Qe4 Bcl-+ 
and 29. Qa8 Ke7 30. Qa7 [30. Qg8 
Bcl-+] Kf8-+) Ke8 30. Qa8 Ke7-+, 
but perhaps I am missing some 
defensive resource. 
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Daichi Siegrist Captures All Japan 
Junior and Elementary Titles 


In Japan, Go and shogi are far “sesamiae 
more popular than chess, so just pte. Sus | 
seven players participated in the a ge i 
All Japan Junior Chess Champion- ee ie | Be a 


( 


or etete® 


ship held July 27 and 28 in Tokyo. 
Daichi Siegrist, 11, from Orinda, 
Calif., and top-ranked T. Sano tied 
for first place with a7, by, SCOPES. 
Siegrist, one of the United States’ 
top 50 players under 13, defeated 
Sano in their game, and won the 
event on tiebreaks. 

Daichi’s younger brother Yuki 
finished near the bottom of the 
crosstable in the junior champion- _ aS : 
ship, but redeemed himself inthe # : oe 
All Japan Elementary Champion- ee See 
ship on July 29, finishing in ES 
second place, losing only to } 3 ee ; 
Daichi, who won his second | ees HS 
national title in as many days. Bs = 

The brothers maintain dual 
American/Japanese citizenships, 
but there was no residency re- 
quirements to play in the All 
Japan events. By winning the All 





oes 
one 
oe 

OR rate 


The Berkeley Chess School added two international titles to its collection when Daichi 
Siegrist won the All Japan junior and elementary championships in Tokyo in July. Hn 


Photo by Shorman 


Japan Junior title, Daichi qualified white: T. Sano (1800) change that would well consoli- 
to lead the Japanese junior Olym- Black: Daichi Siegrist (1600) date White’s extra pawn. 
piad team, ae ee to his Englund Gambit 16...b5 17. Qe6 Qg6 18. Kb] 
Phabuis- hcheeiad itp cceape 4 1. d4 e5 2. de5 Nc6 3. Nf3f64, Qg2 19. Rdd1 Bc3 20. be3 Qf2 
enough interest in the country to 

e4 dé 21. Rdg1 c4 22. Qg4 Qfé6 23. 
field a team—one of the other b h b 
qualifiers from the All Japan... No doubt this position is Rg3 b4 24. Rhgl Ra7 25. cb4 a5 







Id noetr. 


Junior said hé: 26. e5 Qe5 27. Qc4 ab4 28. Rf3 


Raa8 29. Qfl Rg8 30. Rf4 Ra?! 





' players all ¢ Be3 0-0 9. Qe2 a6 10. Bcd BcA 
PE Le AS TRS c4 Kh8 12. 0-0-0 Qe8 13. 














setettetetetetes LPIA LALA lelelelelelelerererecererorecerererererererere” 


InjJapen | Oppone 





Hts would be left to worry 
4em. 16. Nd5 threatens 17. 


id also 17. Nf6, an ex- 31. Resigns 
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Breaking Down the Stonewall Dutch 


rontinued from Page 17 

So far following a game be- 
ween Seirawan and Schneider, 
wt instead of 8. Nge2, I pro- 
eeded to castle queenside as 
quickly as possible. 


§, Bd2 


aA ate I, 
A, ah nek 


o Ala 





L.Nf5 9. Qe2 


The queen must defend f2 and 
chi 8in order to castle. 9. Qc2 would 
not work so well: 9...Qh4 10. Nf3 


The Finest Staunton Chess 
Sets Ever Produced 


Antique Chess Sets Also Available 


For your free color catalog, 
send $2 postage to 
362 McCutcheon Lane 
Toney, AL 35773 


(256) 858-8070 
(256) 851-0560 fax 
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Qh3 11. Be2 Nh4 12. Ng5 Ng2 13. 
Kd1 Qh6 14. f4, and White’s task 
has been complicated (Black might 
try 14...c5). After 9. Qe2, Black is 
faced with a dilemma. Dmitry 
spent about 40 minutes convinc- 
ing himself that the following 
ideas are insufficient: 

Ay9-..c5:10.de5'Be5 11..cd5 
ed5 12. Nd5 Nc6 (12...Be6? 13. 
Nf4) 13. Nf3 Kh8 14. Nf4 witha 
sound extra pawn; 

B) 9...e5 10. deS BeS 11. Nf3 
Bf6 12. 0-0-0 and White’s lead in 
development is significant. For 
example, 12...Kh8 13. e4 de4 
(13...Nd4 14. Nd4 Bd4 15. ed5 
with a pawn and the attack) 14. 
Ne4 Nd4 15. Nd4 Bd4 16. Ng5 is 
crushing; 

C) 9...a6 10. 0-0-0 b5 11. c5 
Bc7 12. f4 and Black’s play is 
insufficient; 

D) 9...Nd7 10. 0-0-0 Qf6 11. f4 
(11. Nf3? Ne7) and again there is 
not much play for Black. 





White’s position plays so 
easily and naturally in these 
positions that one gets the im- 
pression that it is already a won 
game. 


9...b5 10. cb5 c5 


This pawn sacrifice should not 
work, but given the alternatives, it 
certainly cannot be criticized. 


11. dc5 Bc5 





Continued on Page 22 
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Soderstrom’s Summer Travel Includes 
Stockholm Chess Tournament _. 


Eric Soderstrom, a student at 3 3 
the Ralston Middle School in 
Belmont, Calif., traveled to 
Stockholm, Sweden, in July to visit 
his father. While he was there, 
Soderstrom represented the 
Burlingame Chess Club at the 
2001 Hasselbacken Open, where 
he won one game. 130 players 
participated in the event, who 
played one game per day fora 
week. 





White: Carsten Cedelard (1210) 
Black: Eric Soderstrom (1090) 
Kan Sicilian 


1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. d4 cd4 4. 
Nd4 a6 5. Nc3 Qc7 6. a3 





Eric Soderstrom and international master Pia Cramling, for years one of Sweden's top | 


; W 
A non-developing move that players. Photo courtesy the Soderstrom family {1 
should also perk up Black’s tacti- h 
cal eyes. Occasionally in the Kan ambition to play eS and Ne4 in the | 
Sicilian, Black is able to uncork future. ; 
..Ba3!? when it threatens ...Bb2, 11...Nf6 12. Bf3 Qc7 13. 0-0 Rb8 | 
and if White answers ba3, then 4 
...Qc3 mops up the queenside. | 13...Bb7 and ...Rc8 puts both a 
Now White has put a pawn there pleces on natural squares, but the rN 
to capture. text renews White’s fear of ...b4. 


6...Nc6 7. Be3 b5 8. b4 
A mistake, permanently 


14. Qel d6 15. Qe3 Be7 16. 
Rfel 0-0 17. Qd3 Bb7 18. Racl 


weakening the c-file, which is Rfd8 19. Nb1 Rbc8 20. <3 


Black’s primary line for A very odd sequence of moves 
counterplay:in:epen Sicilians. .. b4ccby.White, sealing up his minor 
Ww a Se 2S oe coh atte! oc 





ZG iy “fe > /4 Ble 
VIU |! « 












31...Bd4! 32. Re2 Bf233.Khi = 


ee Rd1 34. Rel Rel 35. Rel Bel 36. ;, 
Rd5 28. oe Qel Qd5 
If Black tried to bore inmore x; 
deeply with 36...Qe3?, White ‘ah 
nee MD interposes usefully after 37.Qe3 jp 
se 3 Rdl 38. Qg]. tio 
37. h3 I, 
White’s self-immolated knight 
is doomed by another back rank 
threat. or 
37...Qd1 38. Qd1 Rd1 39. Kh2 fa 
or Rb1 40. Resigns I. 
Ere ‘ 
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s Editor Wins Alabama Brilliancy Prize 
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California Chess Journal editor 
isco Del Rosario visited Ala- 
yma on Labor Day weekend, and 
yon the first expert prize and the 
miliancy prize at the 2001 Ala- 
ama State Chess Championship 
jd Sept. 1-3 in Birmingham. 
National master Bill Melvin, 
he Alabama chess federation 
pesident, won the 62-player 
went with a 5%-% score, defeating 
he Californian in the last round. 


White: Charles Smith (1875) 


| flack: Frisco Del Rosario (2015) 
# two Knights Defense 


fotes by Frisco Del Rosario 
,e4 e5 2. Bc4 Nc6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. 


White has moved the knight 
wice, but his threat of 5. Nf7 is 
roublesome enough to supercede 
he general principle. 


a5 


The only move to block the 
4-f7 diagonal, though 4...Bc5, 
acrificing the f7-pawn, is wortha 
ty. 

§,ed5 


Now 5...Nd5 brings the black 
King under fire by 6. Nf7 Kf7 7. 
i4,so instead of capturing on d5, 
jack must move his knight to a5 
or to d4 with the pawn attack 
.b5 to follow) to attack the white 
lishop, but it is also OK to make 
he pawn attack first. 


1b5 6. Bb5 Qd5 


Black's pawn sacrifice has 
cattered White's pieces a bit, and 
’aken White out of the center, but 
le does not have full compensa- 
ion for the gambit. 


1,Qe2 

At once guarding the bishop 
ind threatening 8. Bc6 Qc6 9. Qe5, 
simply 8. 0-0 with an extra 
awn. 
1..Qg2 


The only move to prevent 
White from castling. Keeping the 
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white king in the center will 
justify White’s capturing check. 


8. Qe5 


8. Of3' OF3 9: NI3 Bd7 10. d3 
Rb8 11. Ba4 BcS looked good for 
Black in Miklosi-Braun, 1999 
Hungarian championship. 


8...Be7 9. Bc6 Qc6 


White’s two captures with 
check are done, and now Black’s 
threat of ...Qh1 plus his ability to 
castle followed by ...Re8& give him 
the initiative. 


10. f3 

Weakening the kingside, but f3 
is also required after 10. 0-0 Bb7 
11. £3. Neither did White like the 
looks of 10. Rg] 0-0 and ...Re8. 
10...0-0 11. Ne4 


It seems White’s idea with 10. 
f3 was to block the e-file with Ne4, 


but he is falling further behind in 
development. 11. 0-0 is still 
possible, but 11. Qe7 is not, for 
11...Re8 pins the queen. 
11...Ne4 12. Qe4 

12. fe4 Bh4 is also good for 
Black, but the e-file would be 
closed. White probably viewed the 
queen-and-rook skewer as afford- 
ing him a tempo for castling. 
12...Bh4 


If 13. Qh4, then 13...0f3 
makes two threats: ...Qh] and 
...Re8. If 13. Kdl1, then 13...Qe4 
14. fe4 Bg4 is checkmate. 


13. Kf1 Bh3 14. Kgl Rae8 15. 
Resigns 


In view of 15. Qc6 Rel mate, 
or 15. Oh4 Of3': 16; Of2 Rek I7: 
Qel Qg2 mate. 


Join CalChess 


A one-year membership in the Northern California 
Chess Association brings you: 


¢ Discounted entry fees into CalChess tournaments 


e Six issues of the 


California Chess Journal 


First runner-up in the Best Magazine category at the 
2001 Chess Journalists of America awa 


Family member 
Name 7 
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Senior Master David Pruess Reports — 
on the U.S. Junior Invitational ; 


Continued from Page 19 
12. 0-0-0 Qc7 


12...a6 was more complicated. 
White would continue 13. Nf3 ab5 
14. e4 de4 (14...Nd4 15. Nd4 Bd4 
16. ed5 is not tenable) 15. Ne4 Be7 
(15...Qc7 16. Kb1 merely loses 
time for Black, while 15...Ra2 16. 
Nes Nd4 [again if 16...Qc7, 17. 
Kb1, or 16...Ral 17. Bb1 Qc7 18. 
Oes. Oc6 19. Bes] 1 72Nd4-0d4-18. 
Be3 and Black has nothing.) Now 
White must play actively because 
his own king is quite exposed. 16. 
Neg5, immediately focusing on e6, 
seems to do the trick, and then 
16...Qb6 17. Rhel. 


13. Nf3 Nd7Z 


13...Bb7 14. Rhg] Nd7 15. e4 
is similar to the game. White 
might even improve by 15. Ng5 
Rac8 16. Qh5 Nf6 (16...h6 17. 
Ne6+-) 17. Qh3 and Black has no 
defense against the idea of Ne6. 


14. e4 Nd4 


Or 14...de4 15. Qe4 Nf6 16. 
Qc4 Nd6 17. Qh4 Nf5 18. Qh3 and 
the decisive attack is near. 


15. Nd4 Bd4 16. ed5 Ne5 
16.2:ed5 17. Kb] Bb7 (17...Bc3 


Rhgl R 
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21. Qd3 d4 


Black avoids 21...Qd6 22. Be3, 
blockading the weak d-pawn. 


22. Ne2 Qe5 


If 22...Qd8 or 22...Qd6, then 
23. Be3. On 22...0d7, 23. Ng3 is 
the reply, while 22...0c5 23. Bf4 
Qd5 tranposes. 


23. Bf4 Qd5 24. Nd4 Nd4 25. 
Qd4 Beé 26. b3 


One last trick: 26. Qd5? Bd5 
27. Rhel Ba2 28. Ka2 Rf4 is tech- 
nically difficult. 


26...Qd4 


Black has nothing better than 
to trade queens because his king 
is more exposed than White’s. 


27. Rd4 Rb5 28. Kb2 


The rest is simple. White will 
win one of Black’s remaining 
pawns on g7 or a5. A trade of one 
pair of rooks makes the task 
simpler. 
28...Bf5 29. Rel Re8 30. Rc7 a5 
31. Be3 Re6 32. Ka3 Rg6 33. h4 
Rgl 34. h5 Resigns 

I made a critical mistake in my 


selection of opening in round 5, 
and lost a well-played game by 
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I suppose I should have acquj. 
esced to 13. Na4 with an unpleas- ° 
ant position, but I angrily refuseg 
Now Andrei missed his big chance ” 
to reach a favorable Najdorf lf 
structure with 13. Ne2 Ng4 14 
Be7 Qe7 15. Od2 eS. 


13...h6 14. Bh4 g5? a 


He still could have played a 
...Ng4, while ...g5 really hurts the 19 
black position because the king no 
longer has an attractive home. 

This is sufficient basis to claim a 
significant white advantage from i 
here on. 


15. Bf2 gf4 


I thought 15...Nh5 was more 
challenging, with the idea of 16. f5 
e5, locking the center. White 
should still be better. 


16. Nf4 





16...h5 lis 
Preventing Nh5, which would 22 
give White play along the f-file, 
and trying to organize wh 
counterplay against the white 
king. This is Black’s best strategy. 
17. Qe2 $8 
17. a3 immediately was not as nc 
good because of 17... ba3 18. Ra3? " 
ds. 3 
17...Ng4 


Here Black had a major alter- yj; 
Native in 17...Bb7 18. a3 0-0-0, but q 
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ant 


jul- 
as- 

ed. 
nce 


he 
no 


‘is probably bad in view of 19. 
p4 Nb4 20. Ra4 d5 (20...Nd3? 21. 
(3 Kb8 22. Rel Qd7 23. Qe3 isa 
isaster for Black) 21. e5 Ng4 22. 


4 and there isn’t much for Black 


odo. For instance, 22...Nc6 23. 
y6 Nd4 24. Nd4 and the e5-pawn 
simmune: if 24...Ne5 or 

4...Qe5, 25. Bb7 with 26. Qa6 to 
ollow 

8. Bg 1 Nce5S 


An important element in this 
sition is the tactic Nh5, which 
emoves the guard of the g4- 
night, so Black defends it again. 


9, a3 


To discourage Black from 
astling queenside. 


9,..ba3 20. Ra3 Nd3 





Y: 


aS 
13? 


ut 


01 


ll. cd3 d5 


Black seizes the opportunity 
rovided by 19. a3 to weaken the 
liagonals leading to the white 
ing. This idea is not sufficient 
vith best play by White, but 
ertainly provides better chances 
han waiting for White to improve 
lls position. 


2. Raal 


This is what I had planned 
when I played 19. a3. Highly 
omplicated is 22. ed5, but I did 
lot think it was time to cloud the 
ssue, and did not accord it much 
hought. 22...Ba3 is probably too 
isky areply: 23. de6 fe6 (if 
3...Be7, then 24. ef7 Kd8 25. Nd5 
iid Bb6, winning, and 23...Bd6 
4, ef7 Kd8 25. Ng6 also seems to 


Win) 24. Ne6 Be6 (24...Qe7 25. 
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David Pruess at the San Francisco Firecracker Open Photo by Kevin Batangan 





step occurs. White should con- 
tinue with 28. Rfel, reinforcing 
the e-pawn. Then 28...Nf2 (Black 
also looks stuck after 28... Qc6 
29. Nd5 Rc8 30. b4) 29. Kg] Ne4 
30. Re4 Be4 31. Rel f5 (31...Bf5 
32. Nd5) 32. Ne6 doesn’t work for 
Black. 


28. Rad1? Qc6 29. Nd5 Rd8? 
Here Black could have gotten 


right back into the game with 


lexpected 23...Bd6 24.83 Bb7 29...Rc8 30. b4 a5, when White 
25. Racl Qb8 26. NaS, where might have to run for a draw with 


White has prevented tricks: wit J. Ri4 ab4 22cRes Hpe-then 
..n4, and Black’s positi¢ : 
bad. : 


24. Nc5 
Seer was 2 


Nc7 with two extra pawns) 25. Qe6 
Be7.(25:. 067 26s Oc6). 26. OF7 
Kay (26.408 27, OG5n2 72005 
Qd6 28. Nc5S Kc7 29. Qb7+-). 
Therefore, Black would probably 
go in for 22...e5 23. d6 Bd6 and 
Black is holding on, though 
23...Qd6 24. BcS Qd7 25. Be7 Qe7 
26. Nd5 gives White some advan- 
tage. 


22...de4 23. de4 Qb8 









ener eletelese 
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Berkeley Star Urges NorCal Juniors 


to Win Invitational Title in the 


long diagonal. White is again on 
top. 


30...e5 31. Qc3 


31. Nf6 Nf6 32. QeS5 Qe6 33. 
Rd8 Kd8 does not lead to any- 
thing. 





31...Qc8?? 32. Qf3?? 


A mutual oversight allows 
Black to play a defense that is not 
in the position. Both players 
missed 32. Qe5! when it was a 
theme I was looking for every 
move, showing what time trouble 
can do. I suppose “proper play” 
would have been something along 
the lines of 31...Rc8 32. b4 a5 33. 
Qf3 Qg6 34. Kg] ab4 35. Bb4, and 
NOW 3 .«Re2:48:easil 















31...Rc8, and this idea as well. 
What one sees and doesn’t see in 
time trouble does not make sense! 


34...Rd5 


Forced, as White was threaten- 
ing 35. Rd8. 


35. Qd5 


Now White is dominating. He 
can eventually kick the knight 
with h3, then play Rf6. 35...Qd7 
36. Qa8 Qd8 37. Qa6 threatens 
Qe6, and creates the possibility of 
Ral for White. Black cannot resist 
for long. 


35...h4 36. gh4 


Simple. The black pieces still 
can't do anything. I think a com- 
puter recommended ...a5 when it 
Saw this position, so Black might 
as well find out what happens if 
he takes on h4... 


36...Rh4 37. Qg8 Kd7 38. Qd5 
Gaining time on the clock. Get 

closer to move 40, in case some- 

thing was overlooked. 

38...Ke8 39. Qg8 Kd7 40. Qf7 

Kc6 41. Qd5 Kb5 


41...Kc7 42. Qd6 Kb7 43. Qb6 
Ka8 44. Qa7 mate. 


42. Be3 Resigns 


e for first were fairly 
t Philip said he would 


nd I decided to try my 
s:well. This might be the 
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Future 


French Winawer 
Notes by SM David Pruess 


1. e4 e6 2.d4d5 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. 
e5 Ne7 5. a3 Bc3 6. bc3 ¢5 7, hg 
Qc7 8. h5 h6 


I would also prefer this to 
accepting the gambit by 8...cq4. 


9. Nf3 


The other move I have tried 
here is 9.Bd3, but my opponent 
then did not play 9...b6, which is 
the move I was concerned about. 
Useless is 9.Bd2 (same idea: keep 
the possibility of Qg4) Nbc6 when 
10.Qg4 Nf5 11.Bd3 cd4 leads to 
the collapse of White’s game. And 
on 11. Nf3, Black can even try 
11...cd4 12. cd4 Ncd4 13. Nd4 
Qe5 14. Be3 Ne3 15. fe3 Qe3 16. 
Be2 0-0 with fair chances. 


9...b6 10. a4 


The common maneuver 10. 
Bb5S Bd7 11. Bd3 c4 12. Be2 Ba4 
did not appeal to me. I was in the 
mood for a more open fight. ] 
have no idea what theory recom- 
mends. 


10...Ba6é 11. a5 Bf 


11...ba5 12. Ba6 Na6 13. 0-0 0- 
0 would have been another game. 


12. ab6 Qb6 


No reason to get fancy with 
12...ab6 13. Ra8 Ba6 14. dcS bcS 
15. Be3 Qb7 16. Rb8& Qb8 17. BcS, 
when the rook’s activity on the 
fourth rank might confer an 
advantage to White. 

13. Kf1 Nbc6é 

13...Nd7 to keep the a3-f8 
diagonal closed should have been 
strongly considered. 

14. Ba3 cd4 


14...c4 would kill Black’s most 
obvious counterplay along the c- 
file. 


15. cd4 
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\5...Kd7? 


A questionable decision. 
\5...0-0 16. Rh3 was unclear, but 
now Black’s position is suspect. 


16. Kgl! 


A most useful move, waiting 
io see if Black will play ...f6, ...g6, 
x along the c-file. 


16...Na5 


Black’s alternatives are not 
we-inspiring: 

A) 16...f6 17. ef6 gf6 18. Qe2 
\Wf5 (18...Nd4?? 19. Nd4 Qdé4 20. 
0bS5 Kd8 21. Qb7+-, or 18...Rhg8s 
19. BcS Qc7 20. c4 [20. Rel? e5 21. 
eS fe5 22. Ne5 NeS 23. Qe5 Qc5S- 
}Rg4 21. Rel e5 22. cd5 Nd5 23. 
(c2 Rag8 24. g3, and Black’s king 
s too exposed) 19. Bc5 Qb2 20. 
Kh2 Ncd4 21. Nd4 Nd4 22. Qg4 
\f5 23. Qa4 Kd8 24. Rhb1 with 
mate soon; 

B) 16.229 17. Bes '‘Ob5 48. Nh2 
with a big advantage; 

Cy 365296 17 HOd2 is not an 
Improvement; 

D) 16...Rhc8 17. Qd2 and then 
what? 


17. Bc5 Qb5?! 


White has more trouble in the 
lines after 17...Qc7; for instance, 
8. Bd6 Qb6 19. Qd2 Nc4 20. Qf4 
5 (20...Nd6 21. ed6 Qd6 22. NeS 
Kc7 23. Qf7 is very good for 
White) 21. BcS Qc7 and White 
tannot yet break through, though 
tis position remains preferable. 


18. Qd2 Nc4 


18...Nb7 19. Ba3 changes 
nothing. 
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19. Qf4 Rhf8 20. Kh2 a5 21. 
Rhb1 Qc6 
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22. Nd2 f5 


If 22...g5, then 23. Qf6 Ng8 24. 


Qg7 Nd2 25. Bf8 Nb1 26. Qf7 
decides. 


23. Nc4 dc4 24. Rb6 Nd5 
24...Qc8 25. Qg3 Rf7 26. Rab] 
Ke8 27. Rb7, and there is no 
defense to the threat of trading 
twice on e7 followed by Qg7 and 
Rb7, because 27... Qd8 loses to 
28. R1b6. 
25. Qg3 Nb6 26. Qg7 Kc8 27. 
Qf8 Kb7 28. Qh6 


Cleanest. 
28...a4 29. Rb1 a3 


29...Ra6 30. Qg7 Ka8 31. h6 a3 
32. h7 and so forth. 


30. Qg7 Ka6é 
30...Kc8 31. Rb6 is easy. 


31. Ba3 Nd5 32. Bc5 c3 33. h6 
Re& 

Black resigned before 34. Qa7 
mate. 

I felt I had to throw one King’s 
Gambit in at the Juniors, just as | 
want to throw one King’s Gambit 
into this article. Without annota- 
tions here it is: 


White: David Pruess (2376) 

Black: Asuka Nakamura (2176) 
King’s Gambit 

1. e4 e5 2. f4 ef4 3. Nf3 dé 4. 
Bc4 h6 5. d4 g5 6. 0-0 Bg7 7. g3 
g4 8. Nh4 f3 9. Nc3 Nc6 10. Be3 
Bf6é 11. Nf3 gf3 12. Qf3 Beé 13. 
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Beé6 fe6 14. e5 de5 15. de5 Ne5 
16. Qh5 Nf7 17. Rad1 Qc8 18. 
Ne4 Ke7 19. Bc5 Nd6 20. Nd6é 
cd6 21. Bdé Kd8 22. Bf8 Kc7 23. 
Qc5 Resigns 


This Issue’s 
Obligatory 
Wing Gambit 


Burlingame Chess Club Quick 
Quads 
August 23, 2001 
Michael Aigner 3 
Syjetoslav Olujic 3 
David Alzofon 2 

Lawrence Kueffer 
Daichi Siegrist 
Tyson Mao 3 
Li-Yiao Miao . 3 
Grigoriy Trofimov 


Quad 1 
Quad 2 
Quad 3 


Quad 4 
Quad 5 
Quad 6 


At press time, the Burlingame/ 
San Mateo Chess Club is in the 
midst of its annual championship, 
the 13th Wilfred Goodwin Open. 
The two top seeds, national 
masters Peter Thiel and Mike 
Splane, are leading the field, 
followed by defending champion 
NM Rudy Hernandez and NM 
Richard Koepcke. 

On August 23, the club con- 
ducted a quadrangular at a time 
control of game in 30 minutes. 
Tyson Mao, the leading player at 
the Crystal Springs School chess 
club, played this issue’s obligatory 
Wing Gambit on the way to win- 
ning his quad. 


White: Tyson Mao (1104) 

Black: Phillip Semenko (1036) 
Sicilian Wing Gambit 

1. e4 c5 2. b4 ch4 3. a3 e€5 4. 
ab4 Bb4 5. Nf3 Nc6 6. Ba3 Ba3 
7. Ra3 a6 8. Bc4 Nf6 9. 0-0 Ne4 
10. d4 d6 11. Re3 d5 12. Ne5 
Ne5 13. de5 dc4 14. Qd8 Kd8 
15. Re4 Re8 16. Rdl Bd7 17. 
Red4 Re7 18. f4 Ke8 19. Nc3 f6 
20. ef6 gf6 21. Nd5 Bg4 22. NfF6 
Kf8 23. Ng4 b5 24. Rd8 Rd8 25. 
Rd8 Kg7 26. Ra8 Re4 27. g3 h5 
28. RaZ7 and White won. 
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The Instructive Capablanca 


The Best-Known Petite Combination | 





) 

By Frisco Del Rosario 5...de5 6. Bc4 similarly, 9. Bg5 is played before 

Chess writers have made a big White has two extra moves in posting a knight on d5. White's 
deal over the years about development, plus a threat to rooks are connected, while Black 
Capablanca’s petite combinations, checkmate. The rest of the game HS EWO MOVES away [onmane Same. | 
little sleights of hand that result you know! 9...0-0 10. Rad] 
in the gain of one square, orone —,_ NF6 7, Q@b3 Qe7 8. Nc3 69. Very simple. In the opening; 
move, or some other small posi- Bg5 b5 10. Nb5 cb5 11. Bb5 American champion Fine ip- : 
tional gain. Every chessplayer Nbd7 12. 0-0-0 Rd8 13.Rd7 Rd7__‘StTucted, whenever possible, make ! 
should know this one by Morphy: 14. Rd Qe6 15. Bd7 Nd7 16. a good developing move that 

Qb8 Nb8 17. Rd8 mate threatens something. 

Paris 1858 — | 10...Qc8 11. Bf6 ' 
White: Paul Morphy In an informal game against f 
Black: Duke of Brunswick and Mr. Brett in 1909, Capablanca To gain control of d5. lf 
Count Isouard employed the same tactic with the 11...Bf6 
Philidor Defense same result: a gain of time, which ; 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 Bad Capablanca combined with other . 


small advantages until they rolled 
slowly into a typically straightfor- 
ward and instructive win. This 


Nw" ww N 


> 


A 


AY 








Yj game is not included in any of the | 
standard Capablanca anthologies! | 
WAG) New Orleans 1909 i 
A , White: J.R. Capablanca 0 
y wT yy i Black: Brett h 
7 AV? Ruy Lopez rf 
Maz Wy 4A (1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 Nf6 ( 
oo} pn ZK] 4.0-0d6 5. Nc3 
© NG a A quieter move than the 12. Nd5 »' 
immediate 5. d4, but if we had ; | 
reached this position by the Four The obvious threat is to ; 
4.de5 Knights move order 1. e4 e€5 2. capture on f6, and the secondary | 
Nf3 N menace is to play 13.Qc3 with ¥ 
hard pressure on the c-file. If i 
Black moves the queen to guard “* 
f6, it costs rook for knight es 


(12...Qe6 13. Nc7, or 12...Qd8 13. 4 
Nb6) — 12...Bd8 is probably best, 
saving the kingside structure and " 
guarding the c7-pawn, after which ut 
13. Bc6 bc6 14. Nb4 leaves White 25 
well placed. 8 
12...Nd4 


Losing a pawn and allowing ‘ 
his king position to be wrecked. Ne 
13. Nf6 gf6 14. QfF6 Qeb6 

White wins a second pawn 
after 14...Nb5 15. Rd3 Rd8 16. 
Rg3 Kf8 17. Qh8 Ke7 18. Qe5 Qe6 
19. Ons: p 


mS 15. Qe6 Ne6 16. Bc4 
TO ——————— 
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The simple kind of move for 
pbich Capablanca was famous. 
yrrying to the seventh rank by 
§.Rd7 would not make a threat, 

) yt 16. Bc4 does threaten to trade 
re piece while a pawn ahead, and 

s en Rd7 will follow more 

ck srongly. 

Ime. 16,,.Rad8& 


Black chooses to take on 
nother weakness rather than be 
waded on the seventh rank. 


lake 17, Be6 feé6 18. £3 


The only piece White can 
mprove is his king, so the f-pawn 
sakes room. 


8...RA4 


ino... .Kd6.19. Ra6. cd6520. 
\d1 Rd8 21. c4, Black could not 
ixhis backward pawn by ...d5 
jithout permitting an exchange of 
ooks on d5 and an easily-won 
awn ending for White. 


19. c3 Rdd8 20. Kf2 


White will not trade rooks 
intil he is ready to play his f1- 
ook to dl, fighting for control of 
he open file. 


10...Kf7 21. Ke2 Ke7 22. Rd8& 
(d8 

Or 22...Rd8 Rd8 23. Rdl Rf8. 
23. Rd1 Ke7 24. Ke3 Rf7 25. g4 


Purdy wrote that passed 
lawns and potential passed 
jawns should be pushed only 
{ter each piece is improved to its 
; lest square, and White's pieces 

re optimal. Capablanca wrote 

3 than the unopposed pawn ina 
st, Jawn majority should advance 
iq _itst, so the g-pawn goes before 
ich_ihe h-pawn. Black has no play. 


e 15...RF6 26. h4 RF8 27. g5 Rg8 
8. Rg] Kf7 


Here or on his next move, 
lack should play ...Rd8 with a 
lew toward getting behind 
Vhite’s kingside pawns. 
19.h5 hé 30. f4 

Before going further on the 

6 kingside, White gives Black the 

ption of making a pair of passed 
lawns by 30...hg5 31. fg5, or 


y 
>) 
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bringing the white king closer. tg: 
_ fight by trading on f4. & 


..ef4 
It’s too late for 30.. Rd8 


Black maintains his pin by 
30...Rg7, 31. Rdl looks to skewer 
on d7 and to capture on hé. 
31. Kf4 

Now g6 is a mature threat, to: 
be followed by Ke5 or Rd1- d? ¢ 0 
Rf1-f7. : 
31...hg5 32. Rg5 Rh8& 


Black should still consid 


Black is Speehen to the back tank 
because 34...Kf6 35. e5 is mate. 


33. e5 


Gaining more territory—the 
black king is held to two ranks. 
33...Rh6 34. Kg4 Rh7 

Conceding the important 
square g6, but if Black marked 
time on the queenside, White 
could follow suit until he played 
the trump card Kh4, after which 
Black’s king or rook would have to 
give ground. 

35. Rg6 Ke7 36. h6 Kf7 37. Kg5 
Ke7 38. Rg7 

Finally White can simplify into 
the easiest type of ending to win, 
a pure pawn ending. 
38...Rg7 39. hg7 Kf7 40. Kh6 
Kg8 41. Kg6 c5 42. c4 a6 43. a4 
b5 44. ab5 ab5 45. cb5 c4 46. 
b6 c3 47. b7 Resigns 

Thanks to the folks at 
chessdryad.com, who maintain a 
database of California games, we 
see that the famous combination 
happens at the local level, too. 


Livermore 1992 

White: Jordy Mont-Reynaud 
Black: Charles Pigg 
Philidor Defense 

1. e4 


Was Jordan already the 
country’s youngest master in 
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pighop: ere be it eae Mentches over 
the forking square a5. 

10...0-0 11. a4 Nbc6 12. Nd5 
Nd5 13. Bd5 Na5 


Perhaps 13...a5 keeps the 
queenside whole. 


14. Ba5 Ba5 


4 Z 

y “ 

ZS 
“ “3 B 





15. Qb7 Rfc8 

Better is 15...Rab8, skewering 
queen and b2-pawn, and White 
cannot grab a second pawn by 16. 
Qa7, because 16...Bb6 17. Qa6 Bf2 
wins the queen. 
16. Qb5 c6 17. Qa5 cd5 18. Qd5 
Rab8 19. Rabl Qe7 

Black can recover one pawn 
and establish an active rook, 
worth another pawn, by 19...Rc2. 

20. c3 Rc5 21. Qd3 Rd8 22. 

Qe3 Qd7 23. Qc5 Resigns 
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An Argument with a Grandmaster | 


By Ed Bogas 


nce upon a time, during 

the later days of 

Imperial Russia, there 

lived the son of a 
wealthy landowner named Fyodor 
Fyodorovich. As part of his son’s 
education, the landowner 
employed a famous grand- 
master—though the title did not 
exist in those days—to instruct 
him in the art of chess. 

Fyodor Fyodorovich, no bril- 
liant student, pleased his father 
by demonstrating some aptitude 
for the game. He learned a few 
opening systems, some elemen- 
tary endgame technique, and 
attacking patterns in the 
middlegame, but then he hita 
wall, and improvement came very 
slowly. He found himself unable 
to beat a certain level of player, 
try as he would. 

The landowner questioned the 
grandmaster as to his son’s lack 
of progress, but was assured that 
soon the boy would make a break- 
through and advance to the next 
level. The landowner implied, as 
people in power often do, that 
this breakthrough had to come by 
such and such a date, or the 
employment would be terminated. 
Powerful people seem to feel that 
such predding:is.1seful—that 








When the grandmaster arrived at 
the family’s dacha, the boy was in 
a State of agitation. 

“I almost beat him!” he an- 
nounced. “Let me show you the 
game!” 

They sat at an ornate chess- 
board that the boy’s father had 
purchased for him in France. The 
grandmaster watched as the boy 


went through the moves of the 








es 
“ee, 


“Common Ground,” courtesy E.B. Rothwell 





game as recorded on a sheet of 


usee,” said Fyodor, “I 
the plan we had dis- 
























n't you yourself tell 





“Yes, but what are you achiev. 
ing here? You are not checkmating * 
him, but only going after a little 1 
bit of material. In the process, yoy " 
are dismantling your attack.” i 

Fyodor Fyodorovich sat s;- i 
lently, his lower lip quivering, | 

“You are like the drunken man 
who lost a ruble on a dark street,” 
Said the master, who often re- 
sorted to such stories in their 
lessons. “Hours later, a policeman 
found him searching the gutter. 
‘What are you doing, Ivan Groznie, ; 
commanding an army of gutter & 
rats?’ asked the policeman. ‘I am 
searching for my lost ruble,’ the 
drunk said with dignity. ‘Where ? 
did you lose it?’ ‘On Volga Avenue 
about three hours ago.’ ‘Then why ! 
are you searching here, durak? 4 
This is St. Petersburg Boulevard!’ 
said the officer. ‘Because, tool of 
the oppressor, the light is better ! 
here than on Volga Avenue!” I 

The grandmaster chuckled at * 
his own story, but the boy ex- 
ploded in a rage: “I try to follow 
your advice, and you laugh at me!” \ 

“No, Fyodor Fyodorovich, I am 
not laughing at you. But you must 
learn to search for tactical strokes 
that are in harmony with your 
general plan.” 

At this moment, the boy's 
father passed by, and heard his 
son in distress. Without a 
moment's thought, he banished 
the grandmaster from his house. 

As a result of this event, two 
things happened, or, rather, didn’t 
happen. One, the grandmaster, 
deprived of income, was unable to 
travel to Minsk to participate in an 
international tournament. The 
other was that Fyodor 
Fyodorovich never became a 
master. 

The moral of the story? That 
the landowner should have fol- 
lowed the grandmaster’s advice, 
and not been drawn into askir- ¢ 
mish that went against his general 
strategy of educating his son. 
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CalChess Members Elect New Directors 


CalChess members elected a some time away from politics. 


- ew board of directors at their Past president Richard Koepcke 
ng qnual membership meeting held _— took the vice-president seat, Hans 
yt. 7 in Sunnyvale. Tom Dorsch Poschmann was elected secretary, 
ou as voted back to the CalChess and Frisco Del Rosario was named 
yesidency after a stint as U.S. treasurer. 
hess Federation treasurer and 
nan = = e 
“"  $an Luis Obispo Winners 
«é 
Include Local Kid Corey Chang 
nan 


Section with 4-0. Ramesh Mantri 
was next at 3%-¥,. At 3-1, there 
was a tie for 3rd place and the 
U1400 prize among Ross 


The 9th annual San Luis 
nie, bispo County Championship 
. ’ eld August 24-25 in San Luis 
jbispo attracted 38 players. 


E harles Van Buskirk scored 3¥%-¥% Truesdell, 10-year-old Corey 

, win the open section, followed Chang, and Glen Pantaleon. Cash 
nue J Matt Robertson at 3-1, qualify- prizes totaling $700 were awarded 
vhy 18 both for the 2002 Southern in the top two sections. 


Trophies in the U1200 Section 
were won by Benny Wu, Leonard 
Nelmida, and Dary] Carey. 

Barbara McCaleb, assisted by 
Dennis Steele, directed the event, 
which was sponsored by the San 
Luis Obispo Chess Club. 


wlifornia State Championship. 
yr lieing for 3rd place at 27%-17 
of ere James Al-Shamma and Tony 
filer. Steven Craig won the 
1900 prize. Matt Robertson 
at came the new county champion. 
Karl Bohlmann won the U1700 


=) 





s Wolff Revises His Book, Launches 
Web Site, Moves to East Coast 


The Bay Area lost another 
grandmaster when two-time U.S. 
champion Patrick Wolff moved to 
Washington, D.C., at the end of 
October. Wolff took a job with a 
large bank, but said he hopes to 
return to the west coast. 

Wolff is pictured at left 
autographing a copy of his Com- 
plete Idiot’s Guide to Chess. The 
second edition of the Complete 
Idiot’s Guide to Chess was released 
last month, with new and revised 
material— California Chess Journal 
editor Frisco Del Rosario served 
as the editor for the technical, 
chess-related material. 

Wolff recently launched a web 
site—wolffchess.com—which 
presents hundreds of tactical 
exercises based on those pre- 
sented in The Complete Idiot’s 
Guide. 


ust 
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Michael Aigner, Doug Shaker, 
Chris Torres, Carolyn Withgitt, 
John McCumiskey, and Dr. Alan 
Kirshner were named Members at 
Large. 

Dorsch said his primary goal 
as president is to fill up the 
CalChess tournament calendar, 
especially the holiday weekends in 
which Northern California has not 
conducted tournaments lately. 


Sonoma County 
Open 


Continued from Page 11 


C) 18. Qe2 Ng5 19. Nf3 Nf3 20. 
ef3 Bc6! 21. Qe6 Rf7 and White is 
in big trouble due to the dual 
threats of ...Bf2 and ...Re8; for 
example, 22. Bh6? Bf2 23. Kf1 Bel 
24. Rel Bd7. 

So, the only other try is... 


18. Nc4! 


The only move to save the 
game. There are lots of tricky 
variations, and I used up most of 
my time at this point, but it seems 
that White survives in all cases 
and ends up with a winning 
endgame. 

The most testing variation is 
18...Ne5!? 19. Nb6 (not 19. Re5? 
Rf3 20. Nb6 Rd3, and the mate 
threat wins a piece) Rf3!? (On 
19...Nf3 20. gf3 Bb6 [if 20...Rf3, 
21. Nd7 and Black cannot gobble 
enough material to catch up] 21. 
Be4 and White is a pawn ahead 
and his doubled pawns will soon 
be fixed, else Black will lose a 
second pawn) 20. Nd7! (much 
better than 20. Na8?) Bf2 21. Kf] 
Nd3! 22. Rd1! and Black ends up 
behind a piece. 


1 8... Qd8 
Whew! Now White has time to 
consolidate. 


19. Be3 Bc6 20. Qd1 Be3 21. 
Re3 Qf6 22. Qe2 Rad8 23. Reé 
Qg5 24. f3 Nh6 25. Re5 Qf4 26. 
Be4 Bb5?? 


Black resigned before 27. RbS. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Where’s My 
Membership Card? 


Dear Frisco: 

On August 21, I sent 
you a check for a one-year 
renewal in CalChess. As of 
Oct. 3, that check had not 
been cashed, and I have not 
received my membership 
card. What’s up?! 

Myron Johnson 

The membership 
secretary took on the job of 
treasurer so there is one 
fewer stop between the 
mailbox and the bank. 
Membership cards are 
mailed in the same enve- 
lopes as the magazine—Ed. 


Where’s My Picture, 
Old Buddy? 


Dear Allan: 

We've known each other 
for a number of years. I 
have a question for you, 
pal! How come my picture 
wasn't in the September/ 
October issue for my first- 
place finish in Fresno? That 
was my first tournament 
ever in which I went unde- 
feated. 
Jack Backes 

Frisco Del Rosario has 
been the editor of the 
California Chess Journal for 
six issues. He enjoyed your 
news from the Esposo Chess 
Club very much.—Ed. 


More onthe... . 





ee 


- 


$50-70...... 





Dear Editor: 

I got a bad hair day 
When I read the article 
about this moronic big-time 
organizer ranting and 
raving about Bay Area 
chessplayers. Let me give 
him a little lesson about 
organization here in the Bay 
Area. 

Big-time organizers 
always talk about bringing a 
“prestigious, major, high- 
quality” tournament to the 
Bay Area, and when they 
fail miserably, they get so 
disgusted with Bay Area 
chessplayers that we are 
called hard to please and 
fickle-minded. Why do you 
think smaller tournaments 
attract more players than 
the big-time Firecracker 
Open? 

Major organizers think 
that paying a ludicrous 
$3000 site fee to major 
hotel and offering a huge 
“based on” prize fund will 
make chessplayers here 
drool like those chess- 
players on the East Coast, 
but even a Class F player 
who does the math can 
smell a ripoff. Why not hold 
the tournament in a decent 
location (like a school ora 
dance hall) and add the 
$3000 to the prize fund 
while reducing the entry 
fee, and chesssplayers 
would be glad to part with 








the finest tactical game | 
have seen! 

My first tournament 
was at LERA about 35 years 
ago, where our good friend 
Jim Hurt organized three or 
four tournaments a year. 
What few people know is 
that Jim always paid the 
full prize fund, even when 
the turnout was low. In the 
last few years of his life, 
Jim traveled 1,000 miles 
from his home in Colorado 
just to put on the LERA 
tournaments! 

Thanks to people like 
you and Jim and many 
other dedicated chess 
lovers, my life, along with 
those of thousands of other 
chess nuts, has been 
tremendously enriched. 

Dr. Don Lieberman 


Capablanca, Corzo, 
and the Library 


Dear Editor: 

Loved your article on 
the Hayward library tourna- 
ment. The children’s 
director at the library and J 
had no idea it ran as far 
back as four decades or 
even 28 years. Gave away 
your age, by the way, and I 
had no idea that Mark 
Shelton went that far back 
with chess. Thanks again 
for the history. 

Dr. Alan Kirshner 


Dear Editor: 

I liked your article on 
Capablanca-Corzo. Well 
written. 

Fred Leffingwell 


Dear Editor: 

I enjoyed your piece on 
the Capablanca-Corzo 
match very much, particu- 
larly the anecdote at the 
beginning! 

Marc Newman 
Berkeley Chess School 


Alex Setzepfandt a 
Pressman Candidate 


Dear Editor: 

Alexander Setzepfandt 
has been selected as a 
candidate for the Pressman 
All American Chess Team. 
Out of 45,000 scholastic 
players in the U.S., only 37 
are chosen. 

Alexander is 11 years 
old. His accomplishments 
include taking first place in 
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five California state cham- 
pionships: K-3 under 750 
K-3 Open, K-6 Open, First 
Grade Level, and Second 
Grade Level. While in the 
4th grade, Alex took 2nd in 
K-6 Open at the CEA P 
Nationals, winning a $359" 
savings bond. In February i" 
1998, Alex took Best Under ? 
9 at the Young People's 7 
Tournament in Berkeley, jn 1 
March 1998 he took Best 
Under 10 at the Mechanics’ # 
Institute. Regarding Alex's 1 
character: When he won the / 
state championship at 8 
years old and his higher- * 
rated opponent cried, Alex “ 
put his arm around him and? 
said, “You're better than 9 
me. I got lucky.” i 

Alexander studies chess 
two hours daily, after 
completing his schoolwork. 
When I get “chess crazy,” he" 
reminds me that schoo] Wu 
comes first. He has been 9 
independently studyinga 4 
college-level course in 4 
microbiology over the past _ 
two years. Alex has been 
the top-rated 11-year-old in ‘ 
the state of California over 
the past year. Currently 
rated 1983, he is number 6 | 
nationally for ages 11-12, 

Alex studies with 
national master David MK 
Blohm. David is an out- 0 
standing teacher anda 
strong support. I believe 
that David’s positive 
attitude has influenced 
Alex's progress. 

Alex has won several iy 
open tournaments in the 
Bay Area, including two 
Monterey Open—where he 
defeated two masters—and 
most recently tied forlst ™ 
Under 2000 in SantaRosa § 
and 2nd overall. Alex also 
took first in the open 
section last March in Santa 
Rosa and Ist place Alast ° 
January. ne 

Most admirable about §&: 
Alex is his upbeat personal: y, 
ity, wonderful sense of 
humor, good sportsman- 
Ship, and commitmentto 1 
school and chess. His 4th % 
grade teacher described He 
him as a friend to all who 
treats others fairly with a 
great sense of humor. 
Patty Levin li 
Sorry. Ran out of space.—_ jy 
Ed. 
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Places to Play 


Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Building 415, Yellowstone Room 
103 

Charles Pigg 

(510) 447-5067 


Merced 
Fridays 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Modesto 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Doctors’ Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave. 

John Barnard 

(209) 785-7895 


Monterey 

Daily except Mondays 
430 Alvarado St. 

Ted Yudacufski 

(408) 646-8730 


Mount Shasta 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Dick Bolling 

(530) 926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
(559) 642-6333 


Palo Alto 

Thursdays 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Avenidas Senior Center 
450 Bryant St. 

(650) 327-2811 


Palo Alto 

Cafe La Dolce Vita 
299 California Ave. 
(650) 323-0478 
Paradise 

Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 

(916) 873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Henderson at Indiana 
Hans Borm 

(559) 784-3820 


Reno, Nevada 
Sundays and Thursdays 6:30 
p.m. 


2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
(775) 827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 

(775) 747-1405 


Richmond 

Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th at MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
POB 69 
Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesdays 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 
915 27th St. 

Stewart Katz 

(916) 444-3133 


Salinas 

Weekend afternoons 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N. Davis Rd. 
Abe Mina 

(831) 758-4429 


San Anselmo 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza 

Red Hill Shopping Center 
Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
Jim Mickle 

(415) 457-2719 


San Francisco 

Daily 

Mechanics Institute 

57 Post St., Fourth Floor 
John Donaldson 

(415) 421-2258 


San Jose 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 12 noon-4 
p.m. 

Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Ave. 

Jerry Marshall 

(408) 267-1574 


San Leandro 
Saturdays 12 noon 
Everybody’s Bagel Shop 
1099 MacArthur Blvd. 
(510) 430-8700 


Santa Clara 

Second Saturdays 2:15-6:15 
p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

Francisco Sierra 


(408) 241-1447 
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Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffee Company 
521 Fourth St. 

Keith Halonen 

(707) 578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

First and last Saturdays 
Rincon Valley Library 
6959 Montecito Blvd. 
Mike Haun 

(707) 537-0162 


Stanford 

Meets weekly during school year 
Michael Aigner 
maigner@stanford.edu 


Stockton 

Fridays 6-11 p.m. 

St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave 

Jacob Green 

(209) 942-2812 
jacobgreen@msn.com 
http://www.geocities.com/ 
jacobgreen87/STKNCHESS.html 


Stockton Delta Knights 
Sundays 1-4 p.m. 

First Baptist Church 

3535 N. El Dorado 

Jacob Green 
1-209-942-2812 

Visalia 

Tuesdays 7 p.m. 

Borders Books and Music 
Mooney at Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 

(559) 734-2784 
hometown.aol.com/Vvisaliachess/ 


myhomepage/profile.html 


Woodland 

Sundays 3-9:30 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Ave. 

Milo Nelson 

(530) 792-1064 
www.geocities.com/MJG99/ 
CHESS/WCG/ 


Yuba City 

Mondays and Wednesdays 7-1 1 
p.m. 

Carl’s Jr. 

Bridge St. and Highway 99 

Tom Giertych 

(916) 671-1715 
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Tournament Calendar 


Events marked with an star vx offer discounted entry fees for CalChess members, and/or the organizers are making g 
contribution to CalChess from the entry fees. The California Chess Journal encourages participation in those events. 


Date Event Location CalChess 
November 17 St. Marks Scholastic Quads San Rafael w 

Ray Orwig, (510) 223-7073 rorwig@saintmarksschool.org 

November 17-18 CEA All America Cup Scottsdale AZ 


Scott Freneaux, 10801 N. 32nd St., Suite 6, Phoenix AZ 85028, (602) 482-4867 


ascachess@aol.com 


November 18 Monterey Sunday Open Monterey 

Ted Yudacufski, Monterey Chess Center, 430 Alvarado Street, (831) 646-8730 

November 30 Stockton Regional School Championships Stockton 

Jacob Green, (209) 942-2812 jacobgreen@msn.com 

December 1 Pierre St. Amant Memorial San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101, (415) 421-2258 imwjd@aol.com 
December 1-2 Fresno County Championship Fresno Ww 

Bonnie Yost, 3701 W. Floradora, Fresno 93722, (559) 275-0905 bonnieyost@mediaone.net 

December 8 Chess for Kids—La Joya School Visalia Ww 

Allan Fifield, P.O. Box 27, Visalia 93279, (559) 734-2784, fifiela@aol.com 

December 8 Weibel! Scholastic Quads Fremont We 

Dr. Alan Kirshner, (510) 657-1586, info@successchess.org 

December 8-9 2nd Koltanowski Masters/Experts Memorial San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101, (415) 421-2258 imwjd@aol.com 
December 12 UPSCL G/10 Championship San Mateo w 

Steve Cohen, POB 8024, Foster City 94404, (650) 349-7746, upscl@pacbell.net 

December 15-16 Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #8 Sacramento Ww 

John McCumiskey, 6700 50th St., Sacramento 95823-1 306, (916) 428-5532, jmclmc@lanset.com 

December 1 Bob Burger Memorial G/45 San Francisco 

John Donaldson, 57 Post St., Mechanics Institute Room 408, San Francisco 94101, (415) 421-2258 imwjd@aol.com 
January 12-13 Region XI Women's Open Menlo Park Ve 

January 12-13 Sojourner Truth Tournament for Girls Menlo Park < 

Doug Shaker, 2030 Mills Avenue, Menlo Park 94025, (650) 854-2545, doug@theshakers.org 

January 19-20 Santa Rosa Championship Santa Rosa w“w 


Mike Goodall, 461 Peachstone Terrace, San Rafael 94903 (415) 491-1269 mike.goodall@worldnet.att.net 
Andy Milburn (707) 538-4806 





Solution from September issue: 


a) helpmate in 3 

1.Re7 fxe72. Kd4 e8=Q3. 

Sxe5+ Qxe5# 

b) both Rooks swap positions with 


the Knights then helpmate in 3 
1.Kd4 Kf72. Ke4 f33.Kf5 e4# 


Problem 


Kevin Begley is now an editor 
for unorthodox chess problems— 
fairies—with StrateGems. Their 
web page is 
www.hometown.aol.com/tuzlak/ 
myhomepage/index.html. 





White to play and mate in 6. 
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